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From June 09 — July 07, 2025. Context: La Perla is a historic and economically

marginalized community that has been the subject of

numerous ethnographic studies, including Oscar Lewis's

influential (1967) work La Vida: A Puerto Rican Family

in the Culture of Poverty — San Juan and New York.

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND GOALS

Updated 6/5/2025

This course introduces students to the study of human culture across different parts of the world.
It is based on readings about the work of anthropologists, as well as videos and other ethnographic
materials. Students will learn about cultural anthropology as a social science, its main
contributions, the subfields of anthropology, classic anthropological theories and concepts,
research methods—including the ethnographic approach to society—and recent contributions
from ethnographic studies. The course also aims to foster an appreciation for human diversity and
cultural differences.

The main goals of the course are:

1- Giving the students a new perspective on looking at the world and encouraging them
to consider that the Western worldview is just one of the many ways to approach
human reality.

2- Giving a broad idea of the techniques and methods anthropologists use to study other
cultures.
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3- Familiarize students with the key theories and analytical concepts of Cultural
Anthropology.

4- Providing students with a fresh perspective on Cultural Studies, emphasizing
diversity, society, and global issues.

5- Applying anthropological knowledge to real-life scenarios that students can
experiment with in their own lives.

Course content:

This class will be delivered in an online format. Students are responsible for completing all
assigned readings within the indicated time frame and for submitting all activities (discussions,
debates, and papers) within the announced deadlines. Each lesson will expire one week after its
activation date and will no longer be accessible after that. Exceptions will be granted only in cases
of documented medical emergencies.

Debates, discussions, and written papers will make up a significant portion of your final grade.
Students are also responsible for acquiring all course materials, including books, readings, and
audiovisual content (documentaries and films). The midterm film, Even the Rain (2010), is
available on Netflix. The film Milk (2008) is available on Amazon Prime and can be rented for
viewing.

Each class module includes specific instructions, rubrics, assigned readings, short documentaries,
and deadlines for submitting assignments and participating in debates.

Course approach:

This is a critical thinking course designed to provide you with cultural awareness and to give you
a general understanding based on the works of anthropologists and cultural researchers who
analyze the culture, diversity, economy, globalization, gender, religion, and other interesting
topics. Therefore, I encourage all of you to read every class lesson, to make the readings, to watch
the documentaries, and to apply your academic and anthropological approach for a better
understanding, and to make reflections to address all the class topics. Your academic reflections
and engagement in class are very important for your academic development and the best outcomes

in this class.
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Course Requirements

o Ensure your computer and internet connection are working properly, as this course
is delivered 100% online. Students are responsible for keeping up with all assigned
readings, video content, lessons, and activities within the scheduled timeframes. Active
participation in discussions, debates, and written assignments is essential, as these
components account for a significant portion of the final grade.

e Timely submission of assignments is strongly encouraged, especially given the
intensive nature of this summer course. While late submissions may be accepted for
specific papers without penalty, this should remain the exception, not the norm. All
course content and lessons will close on July 10, and no submissions will be accepted
after that date.

e Spanish language proficiency is not required, but it can be an asset, particularly when
engaging with supplemental materials such as news articles, videos, interviews, or
academic sources from Mexico and Latin America.

e Because we live in the Borderland—a uniquely diverse and bilingual region—
students are welcome to complete their written assignments and coursework in
either English or Spanish.

e Some assigned videos will be available on platforms such as YouTube, Tubi, and
Netflix. Others may need to be rented or accessed through additional streaming
platforms, depending on availability. Please plan accordingly to ensure access to all
course materials.

Open communication is essential for maintaining a productive and respectful learning
environment. Please feel free to reach out to me at any time—I’m here to support and assist
you throughout the course.

Grade Breakdown
Total Possible Points: 350

e 250 points — Assignments and Debates

(Includes weekly written assignments, debates, and short opinions)
e 50 points — Midterm Essay

(A critical essay on the neoliberal effect in Latin America)
e 50 points — Final Written Paper

(Mini urban ethnography on gentrification)

Note: Extra credit opportunities may be available throughout the course, allowing students to
earn points beyond the base total of 350.
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Grading Scale (Based on 350 Points)

Grade Points Range Percentage Range

A

™o aOw

315-350 90% — 100%
280-314 80% — 89%
245 -279 70% — 79%
210 -244 60% — 69%
0-209 Below 60%

Course Guidelines and Penalties

To maintain a rigorous academic environment, the following guidelines and penalties will apply

to all course assignments:

Essay Format Required: All responses must be written in formal essay format.
Submissions must include appropriate in-text citations and a reference list using APA style.
Late Submissions: There will be no penalties for late submissions. However, timely
completion is strongly encouraged to stay aligned with course progress.

Language and Tone: Use of inappropriate or informal language in written work will result
in a deduction of 5 points.

Citation and References: All assignments must include proper citations and academic
references. Failure to cite sources properly will affect your grade.

Plagiarism: Any instance of plagiarism will result in immediate referral to The
University of Texas Disciplinary Committee for academic misconduct.

Use of Al Tools (e.g., ChatGPT): Submissions that contain content generated by Al tools
without proper acknowledgment will incur a 25-point penalty and will also be referred

to by the University of Texas Disciplinary Committee.

Major Assignments Overview

Midterm Essay: This assignment focuses on a critical analysis of the film, Even the Rain
(2010). The essay must demonstrate a deep understanding of course concepts and be
supported with academic references. Available on: Netflix. There is a copy of the movie

for free on the UTEP Library second floor under my file, Dr. Vazquez's class materials.
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o Debates: These are structured academic discussions based on course topics. Debates are
designed to foster critical thinking and scholarly discourse. Word count requirements will
vary (minimum of 350—500 words, depending on the topic) and must include references.

e Final Written Paper: The final paper is an ethnographic paper on Urban Problems,

Gentrification, Displacement, and Poverty.

Formatting Requirements
All written assignments—including debates, essays, and the final paper—must adhere to the
following formatting standards:

e APA Format

e Times New Roman, font size 12 / 14

e Line spacing: 1.5 t0 2.0

¢ Inclusion of academic references

Academic Integrity

Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited and will be referred
to the Office of the Dean of Students. Students must do their work on all class papers and exams.

Work submitted formally (i.e., Papers) will be evaluated for content and standard grammar and
style. Contributions to discussions will be permitted to have a somewhat greater deviation from
standard practice for formal submission.

Standard practices of academic integrity are required in the course. All material submitted must
be the student's work. Ideas and expressions cited from the work of others must be credited
appropriately. The course will follow the University of Texas at El Paso's policies on academic
honesty. These policies can be found on the Student Affairs webpage.

Usage of Artificial Intelligence:

Since writing, analytical, and critical thinking skills are part of the learning outcomes of this
course, all work submitted in this course must be your own and completed by the UTEP
Handbook of Operating Procedures Chapter 1 Section 1.2.3. Al-generated submissions that
use ChatGPT, Grammarly, Chegg, or other AI composition software are prohibited, will be
treated as cheating, and will be reported to the Dean of Students.
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Copyright Notice

Many of the materials that are posted within this course are protected by copyright law. These
materials are only for the use of students enrolled in this course and only for the purpose of this
course. They may not be further retained or disseminated.

Technical Requirements

You will be taking this entire course, and possibly other courses, on your computer. You must
have the minimum hardware and software to successfully complete this course. If you are in the
market for a new system, please consider spending a bit more to upgrade to a more optimal
system. Please refer to the Getting Started off the course for more information on technical
requirements.

Technical Support

The University of Texas at El Paso provides 24/7 Helpdesk support to academic students and
faculty members teaching online. The Helpdesk can provide answers to questions about using
technology and services, as well as technical support. Please visit the Technical Support Page for
more information.

Academic Assistance and Disability Statement

In Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) of 1990, if a student needs an accommodation, then the Center for Accommodations
and Support Services located at UTEP needs to be contacted. If you have a condition that may
affect your ability to perform successfully in this course, you are encouraged to discuss this in
confidence with the instructor and/or the director of the Center for Accommodations and Support
Services. You may call (915) 747-5148 for general information about the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) and the rights that you have as a UTEP student with a disability. You can
also visit the CASS website at http://sa.utep.edu/cass/ or the CASS office in Room 106 East Union
Building. Individuals with disabilities have the right to equal access and opportunity. It is the
student's responsibility to contact the instructor and the Center for Accommodations and Support
Services at The University of Texas at El Paso.
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Picture: Welcome to México, Ciudad Juarez. By Dr.
Viézquez, 2023.

Through an ethnographic approach, we will explore
the border's main problems.

COURSE CALENDAR Summer 1 UTEP 2025

June 7- July 8

Calendar and Topics

Check Blackboard daily for updates and due dates

WEEK 1: JUNE 9-15
1. June 9 -10

Lecture Topics

Reading

Lecture Topics

Assignment 1 (10
pts.)

Class Lesson 1

INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE

What do you think anthropology is? - Review of the Course Syllabus- Course
Content, Materials, Readings, and Grading. Midterm paper, Final Urban
Ethnographic Reflection: Introduction to the general concepts.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF ANTHROPOLOGY

A Brief History of Anthropology (9-24) Thomas Hylland Eriksen (2015) Small
Places Large Issues.

Is Western culture essentially different from others? - How “primitive” are
“primitive cultures”? — Culture and knowledge, Introduction to the general
concepts II.

Explain the main difference between the Victorian Anthropology Approach
and the American Anthropology Approach.

Documentaries: Tales from The Jungle: Malinowski /Odyssey Series: Franz
Boas, 1858 -1942.
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2. June 11 -June 13 Class Lesson 2

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY RESEARCH METHODS
INTRODUCTION TO ETHNOGRAPHY AND FIELDWORK PHASES

Lecture Topics: Fieldwork, Interview, Theory and Data, Interpretation and Analysis, Present and
Past, Emic, and Etic.
Fieldwork experience in Puerto Rico (2014-2017).
Fieldwork experience in Cuba (2015).
Fieldwork experience in Tijuana, Mexico (2018) (2021).

Reading Humanity Book Chapter 6 Methods of Investigation (117-133).

PRESENTATIONS FIELDWORK EXERCISE: DESCRIBE
YOUR COMMUNITY.

Presentation Fieldwork short exercise: Describe your community. June 13
(50pts.)

3. June 16- June 22 Class lessons 3
(There are additional topics added)

THE FOUR-FIELD DISCIPLINE OF ANTHROPOLOGY

Lecture Topics: The four-field discipline of Anthropology.
- Archaeology
- Biological Anthropology
- Cultural Anthropology
- Linguistic Anthropology
The main objective of each field.
Reading Humanity Book Chapter 1 The Study of Humanity (1-19).

WEEK 2: JUNE 16-22

4. June 16 Class lessons 3 (continuation)
GENERAL THEORIES, CONCEPTS, AND ETHICS OF CULTURAL
ANTHROPOLOGY
Lecture Topics: Main theories developed XX century, development of Cultural Anthropology

And Methods — Theories and Concepts Analysis.

Readings Humanity Book Chapter 5 The development of Anthropological Thought
Humanity: An Introduction to Cultural (91-113)
A brief introduction to the Yanomamo Studies.
The Legacy of Napoleon Chagnon: A Man Called Bee (1974)
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June 17 —
June 18

Lecture Topics

Assignment 2
(10 points)

Reading

5. June 19 -22

Lecture Topics:

Readings

CULTURE AND CULTURAL DIFFERENCES (I)

The concept of culture — Ethnocentrism — Comparing cultural differences —
Cultural values — Cultural norms.

Fieldwork and Culture Shock — Empathy — Cultural Relativism — Boas and the
Problem of Race — The Eugenics Movement.

Levels of culture

Cultural Traditions

Los Toros in Mexico / (Bullfight debate)

Documentary: Bullfights in Mexico

Short analysis of cultural traditions.

Chapter 2 Culture on Being Different: Diversity & Multiculturalism in the North
American Mainstream. Conrad Phillip Kottak / Kathryn A. Kozaitis (9-29).

Class lessons 3(continuation)
CULTURE AND CULTURE DIFFERENCES (II)

Counterculture Debate

Enculturation Process

Culture and Nature, Exchange Economic Systems, Marriages and Families,
Language and Culture, Kinship and Descent.

Documentary: First Contact (2016)

Introduction to Globalization and Global Culture.

Introduction to the globalization analysis

Transnationalism, Globalization, Neoliberalism, Cultural Impact. (first part)

Humanity Book Chapter 2 Culture (21-44)
Chapter 7 Culture and Nature: Interacting with the Environment. (135-165, 189-
239).

Assignment 3 (10 points): Discuss in class a short opinion regarding the enculturation process in

First Contact.
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WEEK 3: JUNE 23-29

June 25-27 Class Lesson 4
MIDTERM ESSAY MATERIALS

(Verify the rubric and the readings on
blackboard) pm

Movie Even the Rain (2010)

MIDTERM ESSAY (50 pts.) Upload to Blackboard. Due date June 27, 11:59 pm. Midterm Grade report
due date: June 28.

WEEK 4: JUNE 30 - JULY 6

6. June 30 Class Lesson 5
GLOBALIZATION, THE NEOLIBERALISM IMPACT / SOCIAL
MOVEMENTS.
Lecture Topics: Anti-globalization movement!

Agency, Resilience, International Social Movements

EZLN, Occupy Wall Street

Arab Spring Movement

Movimiento Sin Tierra de Brazil

The Summer of 2019 in Puerto Rico

Documentaries: Subcomandante Marcos /Occupy Wall Street: A
Short Documentary. Brazil: Landless Workers Movement.

Assignment 4 (10pts) Discuss a Social Movement and its main Struggle in El Paso and
Ciudad Judrez.

Readings

Chapter 3- Globalization Identity Chapter 4 The Multicultural Society (29-66) Culture on Being Different Diversity &
Multiculturalism in the North American Mainstream. Conrad Phillip Kottak / Kathryn A. Kozaitis.
Humanity Book Chapter 8 Exchange in Economic System 166 — 188.

7. July 1 Class lesson 6

ANTHROPOLOGY AND ECONOMY

Lecture Topics: Introduction to the Economy by anthropological approach.
General Concepts. Capitalism / Socialims
The Basics of Western Economic Thought.
Marxism and Historicism
Keynes and the Welfare State
Introduction to the globalization analysis
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Readings

Transnationalism, Globalization, Neoliberalism, Cultural Impact. (second part)

Chapter 3- Globalization Identity Chapter 4 The Multicultural Society (29-66) Culture on Being Different Diversity &
Multiculturalism in the North American Mainstream. Conrad Phillip Kottak / Kathryn A. Kozaitis.
Humanity Book Chapter 8 Exchange in Economic System 166 — 188.

8. July1

Lecture Topics

Reading

Assignment 5 (10
pts.)

9. July 1

Lecture Topics:

Reading

July 2-3

Lecture Topics:
Reading

SEXUAL ORIENTATION

Lesbian Feminism — Masculinism - Ethnographies of Sex and Gender — Queer
Theory —Gender Performativity, Gay culture.

Movie: Milk (2008)

Chapter 10 Sexual Orientation (165-183) Culture on Being Different Diversity &
Multiculturalism in the North American Mainstream. Conrad Phillip Kottak/
Kathryn A. Kozaitis.

Gay rights debate. The legacy of Harvey Milk.

SOCIAL INEQUALITY AND STRATIFICATION.

Forms of Socioeconomic Stratification

The Culture of Poverty in The Borderland

Inner-city / Downtown Juarez: Underworlds of Violence and Abuse
by Howard Campbell (2021)

Migrant Crisis at The Border Vazquez/ Morales (2022)

Documentaries: La Bestia / Migrant Crisis at The Border

Chapter 13 Class (225-241) Culture on Being Different, Diversity &
Multiculturalism in the North American Mainstream. Conrad Phillip Kottak /
Kathryn A. Kozaitis.

Class lesson 7

VIOLENCE / NARCOCULTURE AND MIGRANT CRISIS IN THE
BORDER.

Drug Trafficking Problems and the Violence in Ciudad Juarez.

Campbell Howard (2011) (2021).

No End in Sight: Violence in Ciudad Juérez. / An

Anthropological Reflection on the Cuban Migrants in Ciudad Juérez Victor
Vazquez (2022)
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Assignment 6 (10 points) : Discuss your anthropological opinion on Narcoculture and Dr. Campbell's

research.

10. July 3-4

Lecture Topics

Reading

Assignment 7 (10
points)

July 3-4

Lecture Topics

Readings

Assignment 8(10
pts.)

Class lesson 8 -9

SUMMARY: MEDICAL ANTHROPOLOGY / ANTHROPOLOGY AND

Medical Anthropology, Social Research in Medicine, Human Experimentations.
Syphilis Experimentation in Guatemala, Puerto Rico’s Female Experimentation.

Documentaries: The Frightening Legacy of US Syphilis Experiment (2011).
Humanity Book Chapter 17 (385 -389).

Discuss your anthropological opinion of human experimentation in Latin
America and the United States.

Class lessons 8-9

URBAN ANTHROPOLOGY

The Third World — Development Theories — Urban Planning, Ethnography in the
Cities, Urban Poverty, The Study of Gentrification in the City. Gentrification in
EL Paso Texas, Duranguito. Segundo Barrio community struggle.

-Chapter 16 The Challenge of Multiple Traditions (245-260) Thomas Hylland
Eriksen (2001) Small Places Large Issues.

Bourgois Philippe (1999) In Search of Respect (Introduction, Violating Apartheid
in the United States) (1-47)

Documentary: El Barrio Tours, Gentrification in East Harlem (2012).

Analysis of Gentrification Impact. Upload to Blackboard

WEEK 5: JULY 7 - 8 FINAL PROJECT WEEK

11. July 5-8

Readings

Class lesson 10

Religion
- Religion and Worldview (312 -342) Humanity: An Introduction to Cultural
Anthropology, 11 editions. James Peoples / Garrick Bailey.
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Lecture Topics Evolutionism and the idea of religion — Social Functions of Religion, Ritual and
Symbol. The Rite of Passage — Status and Role — What is a Symbol?
Beliefs — Atheists- Agnostics - Religious Syncretism.

Reading - Humanity Book Introduction (30-36) Chapter -12 Chapter 12 (269- 283).

FINAL RECAP: THE CHALLENGES OF ANTHROPOLOGY IN
THE 21ST CENTURY

Lecture Topics: Anthropology Today — Careers and Professions — Ethics and Anthropology,
Goals of Anthropology, The Future of Ethnography. Recap
Special Bonus (5 pts.): Remembering the El Paso mass shooting.
https://time.com/5647705/texas-history-el-paso/ BY YOLANDA

LEYVA

Reading Humanity Book Chapter 17 World Problems and the Practice of Anthropology
(385-406).

Submit your final written paper on Blackboard by
J lllV 8 (50 DOintS). Note: Syllabus and Course Schedule Subject to Modifications. (Check

the class lesson schedule on the blackboard) (There are additional topics added)
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Vazquez Victor (2020) An anthropological reflection on the summer of 2019 and the social movement
#Rickyrenucia (Ricky Resign) in Puerto Rico. By Dr Victor Vazquez (pages 7- 20)

https://erevistas.uacj.mx/ojs/index.php/decumanus/article/view/3988/3138 Additional Course Readings

(CR’s) will be available on Blackboard as PDF files or as class handouts. Welcome to the incredible journey
of Cultural Anthropology.
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