
 

 

DANC 3322 – Dance in the Global Context (ONLINE) 
CRN 11816 
Fall 2025 
 
Professor: S. Paola López Ramírez 
Email: splopezramirez@utep.edu 
Office Hours:  
 

options where mode  availability  

virtual  Zoom or  
  
MS Teams  

MUST   
pre-schedule via  

e-mail  

Tuesdays and 
Thursdays,   

10:30am - 12:30pm  
Mountain Time 

 
This syllabus is subject to change, I will notify you promptly if the changes will affect 
assignments in any way. 
 
 
Course Description: 
In this survey course we will investigate who dances (i.e. who gets to dance) and why, how, 
when and where dance happens in various contexts, time periods and cultures around the 
world. We will develop language to talk critically about dance and learn how, as a cultural 
practice and manifestation, dance is intertwined with social, political, and global issues. 
 
 
Course Format: 
This class is a fully online asynchronous course comprised of a series of readings, video 
lectures, discussion boards, and physical practice assignments. The course content is 
articulated into 5 modules: 1) Dance and Culture, 2) Africa and the Diaspora, 3) The 
Americas, 4) Asia, and 5) Europe. Every week you will have at least one video lecture to 
introduce the topic, and two assignments to submit (e.g. a reading/quiz and a discussion 
board OR a physical practice and discussion board OR a reading/quiz and a physical 
practice). Therefore, you will not have the same kind of assignment combination every 
week, but you will always have two things to submit, one on Wednesday and the second 
one on Friday. In addition to your weekly work, you will have a midterm and final exam. 
Each week represents about 3-6 hours of work. 
 
 
Course Objectives:  

√ To develop language to talk critically about dance 
√ To expand our conception of aesthetics in dance  
√ To learn about dances from different time periods and cultures 
√ To increase social justice and social responsibility awareness  
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Learning Outcomes (aligned with UTEP EDGE advantage goals): 
 

 

• Develop confidence through dance and movement 
skills 

 

• Analyze and discuss different dance cultures with 
respect and awareness of intersectionality  

• Understand and appreciate people, cultures, and 
ideas from around the world  

 

• Appreciate how the dominant Western and Euro-
centric dance narratives impact our understanding 
and practice of dance and our understanding of it 

• Understand how the broader social, cultural, 
historical and political contexts shape dance and vice 
versa 

 
 

 
Grading Criteria: 
 

● Quizzes (40 points, 5 points each): For each reading assigned, you will have a quiz 
due. Please refer to the class schedule below for due dates.  

 
● Discussion Boards (200 points, 20 points each):  

Most weeks, you will have a discussion board prompt responding to the reading 
and/or supplemental materials (lectures, videos, documents, etc.) due on Friday. 
Your points are divided into two portions: you are required to post a 250 to 300-
word response to the prompt I offer (worth 10 points) and then, respond to 2 of 
your peers in 100 to 150 words (worth 5 points per peer response). See the 
breakdown of deadlines below or on our course map for specific dates.  
 

● Physical Practice (180, 20 points each): 
For each physical practice, you will engage with an instructional video to embody a 
dance form representative of the material studied. For each assignment, you will 
need to upload a short video (1-minute max.) of your practice illustrating the entire 
lesson. Please read carefully the guidelines below for your video submissions to get 
as many points as possible. For deadlines, see the breakdown below or on our 
course map. 
 
Video submission guidelines: 



 

 

 

 

o Dress appropriately when recording the videos. This means 
exercise/comfortable clothing that fits your body size, and that covers your 
chest, upper legs and buttocks. No oversized clothing, no bare chest or sport-
bras, no bathing suits, and no pajamas. Even though you are recording from 
the comfort of your home, keep in mind that this is a submission for an 
academic course that needs to meet certain professional standards. 

o Edit your video to show me your best work and the progress of the entire 
lesson. Show me part of the warm-up, different exercises throughout, and/or 
segments of your progress learning a final combination. You MUST keep 
videos under 1-minute in length. 

o Make sure I see your ENTIRE body (including your feet and the top of your 
head) the ENTIRE length of the video. 

o Your videos must be submitted using the Yuja Media Library tool on 

Blackboard. Make sure you upload them to the assignment so I can access 

them. If you are unsure how to use Yuja, please contact the UTEP help desk 

or Blackboard help. 
 

● Midterm Exam (100 points): This exam will cover everything we read, watch, 
discuss and practice in the first 7 weeks of class. The exam will not have a time limit 
and will be available starting Wednesday of week 8 at 12:00 am and it is due by 
11:59 pm MT on Friday of week 8. 
 

● Final Exam (100 points): This exam will cover everything we read, watch, discuss 
and practice in the second half of the semester (weeks 9-14). The exam will not have 
a time limit and will be available starting at 12:00 am on Monday of finals week and 
it is due by 11:59 pm MT on Wednesday of finals week. 

 
Total possible points: 620 
 
 A= 100-90% (620-558) 
 B= 89-80% (557-496) 
 C= 79-70% (495-434) 
 D= 69-60% (433-372) 
 F= 59% and below (371 <) 
 
 
Extra Credit:  
You can get extra credit by viewing full-length performances (at least 30 minutes long), or 
by taking dance lessons in your community or online. Each activity you do will be worth 5 
points and the maximum extra points allowed in the semester is 25.  
 
To get credit you must send me a document with ALL the following information:  
  

1. Name of the performance/ class  



 

 

 

 

2. Name of the choreographer, teacher and/or performance group  
3. Date and location where the performance/class took place  
4. The video’s URL or access link if viewing online 
5. Date and time you viewed the performance/ took the class  
6. 300 to 350-word response to the performance/class  

  
Send your document as a PDF or .docx file to my email: splopezramirez@utep.edu no later 
than 11:59 PM on Monday of Finals Week.  
  
Notes for being successful in this course:  

• Follow Instructions: There are thorough instructions for each assignment including 
content and formatting. FOLLOW THEM. If something is not clear, please ask!  

• Written Assignments: Please make sure you are detailed whenever you write for this 
class. The more information you give me to demonstrate your understanding of a 
question or concept, the more points you can earn! I won’t make assumptions about 
what you write. All your answers MUST be clearly stated.  

• Assignment Submissions: You are responsible for making sure your assignments go 
through and upload properly to Blackboard. ALWAYS go back and double check that 
your submission went through. Making sure that your work is saved and turned in 
properly is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY. If you are experiencing technical difficulties 
contact UTEP’s helpdesk or Blackboard Help.  

• Announcements: Since this is an online course, announcements are the main form of 
communication that I have with you as a student. Check them often and read them 
thoroughly. If there are any specifications, changes or alterations to assignments, 
dates, or anything else regarding the class, they will be posted there. You are 
responsible for the information I share in every announcement.  

• Assignment Feedback: I will post feedback for each assignment where you lose more 
than 20% of the points. If you want more specific details on your submission, please 
email me. I will be happy to provide more information via email or through a video 
call.  

• If you have questions: ASK! The best way to get a hold of me is via email (please 
don’t use Blackboard to send me a message as I often miss those). Unless I announce 
otherwise, I should be able to get back to you within 72 hours. If you haven’t heard 
from me after that time, please email me again. Remember to include your name and 
class CRN when reaching out to me.  

• Be professional: Even though we are not seeing each other face to face, you need to 
show professionalism in all interactions and submissions with your instructor and 
peers.   

  
  
Netiquette:  

• Always consider the audience. Remember that members of the class and the 
instructor will be reading all postings.   
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• Respect and courtesy must be provided to classmates and to instructor at all times. 
No harassment or inappropriate postings will be tolerated.   

• When reacting to someone else’s message, address the ideas, not the person. Post only 
what anyone would comfortably state in a face-to-face situation.   

• Blackboard is not a public internet venue; all postings to it should be considered 
private and confidential. Whatever is posted on in these online spaces is intended for 
classmates and professor only. Please do not copy documents and paste them to a 
publicly accessible website, blog, or other space. If students wish to do so, they have 
the ethical obligation to first request the permission of the writer(s).   

 

  

Late-work Policy:  
I generally do not accept late work. Learning how to meet deadlines is an important part of 
your education, so please plan ahead and give yourself plenty of time to turn in 
assignments on their due date. Nonetheless, I am also very committed to help every student 
succeed in my courses, so I will be flexible when needed to. If something extraordinary 
comes up that will prevent you from turning in an assignment, please let me know (if at all 
possible) BEFORE the due date to request an extension.  
 
 
Technology Requirements:  
Course content is delivered via the Internet through the Blackboard learning management 
system (LMS). Ensure your UTEP e-mail account is working and that you have access to the 
Web. You may use any of the primary Web browsers—Explorer, Google Chrome, Firefox, 
Safari, etc. When having technical difficulties, try switching to another browser.   
  
You will need to have or have access to a computer/laptop, printer, scanner, a webcam, and 
a microphone. You will need to download or update the following software: Microsoft 
Office, Adobe, Flashplayer, Windows Media Player, QuickTime, and Java. You will also need 
access to video editing software such as iMovie. Check that your computer hardware and 
software are up-to-date and able to access all parts of the course. If you encounter technical 
difficulties of any kind, contact the Help Desk at 
https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/  
  
 
Class Schedule: 
  
MODULE 1: Dance and Culture 
Week 1 (Aug 24th)  

• Intro videos– Syllabus and class expectations 
• Syllabus quiz – due Monday 
• Lectures: 

o What is dance? 
o How to watch and talk about dance? 

https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/


 

 

 

 

• Physical Practice #1 – Grounding, due Wednesday 

• Discussion Board #1, due Friday 
  
Week 2 (Aug 31st)   

• Lectures: 
o Cultural diversity and dance 
o The importance of a physical practice and connecting to our body 

• Physical Practice #2 – 20-minute dance (body awareness), due Wednesday 
• Discussion Board #2, due Friday 

 
 
MODULE 2: Africa and the Diaspora 
Week 3 (Sept 7th)  

• Lecture –  
o Dances of Africa 

• Physical Practice #3 – Basics of African Dance, due Wednesday 
• Discussion Board #3, due Friday 

 
Week 4 (Sept 14th)  

• Lecture - Yoruba Dance 
• Reading due: “Performing Trauma: The Ghosts of Slavery in Yoruba Music and Ritual 

Dance” 
• Quiz #1, due Wednesday  
• Physical Practice #4 – Bata Dance, due Friday 

 
Week 5 (Sept 21st)  

• Lecture - Capoeira (Brazil) 
• Reading Due: “The competing master narratives of capoeira history”  
• Quiz #2, due Wednesday  
• Physical Practice #5 – Capoeira, due Friday 

 
 
MODULE 3: The Americas 
Week 6 (Sept 28th)  

• Lectures -  
o Dances of Native America 
o The Powwow (Turtle Island – aka North America) 

• Reading Due: “Native American Powwow” 
• Quiz #3, due Wednesday  
• Discussion Board #4, due Friday 

 
Week 7 (Oct 5th)  

• Lectures –  



 

 

 

 

o Dances from Latin America 
o Mambo/Salsa (Cuba) 

• Physical Practice #6 – Salsa, due Wednesday  
• Discussion Board #5, due Friday 

 
Week 8 (Oct 12th) 
Midterm - opens Wednesday, due Friday 
 
Week 9 (Oct 19th)   

• Lecture: Cumbia (Colombia) 
• Reading Due: “From Cumbia Colombiana to Cumbia Cosmopolatina: Roots, Routes, 

Race, and Mestizaje”  
• Quiz #4, due Wednesday 
• Physical Practice #7 – Cumbia, due Friday 

 
MODULE 4: Asia 
Week 10 (Oct 26th) 

• Lectures: 
o Dances of Asia 
o Tai Chi (China) 

• Physical Practice #8 – Tai Chi, due Wednesday 
• Discussion Board #6, due Friday 

 
Week 11 (Nov 2nd)  

• Lecture: Kathak (India) 
• Reading Due: “Cultural Geography of Kathak Dance: Streams of Tradition and  

Global Flows” 
• Quiz #5, due Wednesday 
• Discussion Board #7, due Friday 

 
 

Week 12 (Nov 9th)  
• Lecture: Bon Odori (Japan) 
• Reading Due: “Taming Dance in Meiji and Taishō Japan: Bon Dance Regulations, 

“Home Dance,” and the Creation of National Culture” 
• Quiz #6 , due Wednesday 
• Discussion Board #8, due Friday 

 
 

MODULE 5: Europe 
Week 13 (Nov 16th)  

• Lectures: 
o Dances of Europe 
o The Waltz (Germany/Austria) 



 

 

 

 

• Physical Practice #9 – Waltz, due Wednesday 
• Discussion Board #9, due Friday 

 
Week 14 (Nov 23rd) 
Thanksgiving break  
 
Week 15 (Nov 30th)  

• Lecture: Zambra (Spain) 
• Reading Due: “Zambra” 
• Quiz #7, due Wednesday 
• Discussion Board #10, due Friday 

 
Finals Week (Dec 7th)  
ALL EXTRA CREDIT and late work due Monday 
Final Exam - opens Monday, due Wednesday 

Final reflections on google forms due Friday 
 
 
Accommodations Policy:  
The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations and auxiliary 
services to students, staff, faculty, job applicants, applicants for admissions, and other 
beneficiaries of University programs, services and activities with documented disabilities 
in order to provide them with equal opportunities to participate in programs, services, and 
activities in compliance with sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 
amended, and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA) of 2008. Reasonable accommodations will be 
made unless it is determined that doing so would cause undue hardship on the University.  
Students requesting an accommodation based on a disability must register with the UTEP 
Center for Accommodations and Support Services. 
 
 
Scholastic Integrity: 
Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation of the UTEP Handbook of 
Operating Procedures. It includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, and collusion. 
Cheating may involve copying from or providing information to another student, 
possessing unauthorized materials during a test, or falsifying research data on laboratory 
reports. Plagiarism occurs when someone intentionally or knowingly represents the words 
or ideas of another as ones' own. Collusion involves collaborating with another person to 
commit any academically dishonest act. Any act of academic dishonesty attempted by a 
UTEP student is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. All suspected violations of 
academic integrity at The University of Texas at El Paso must be reported to the Office of 
Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution (OSCCR) for possible disciplinary action. To learn 
more HOOP: Student Conduct and Discipline. 
 

https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/ada-policies/accommodations-for-individuals-with-disabilities%20.html
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/ada-policies/accommodations-for-individuals-with-disabilities%20.html
https://admin.utep.edu/LinkClick.aspx?link=HOOP-Section+II.pdf&tabid=30181&mid=63285


 

 

 

 

 
Student Resources: 

● UTEP Library: Access a wide range of resources including online, full-text access to 
thousands of journals and eBooks plus reference service and librarian assistance for 
enrolled students. 

● Help Desk: Students experiencing technological challenges (email, Blackboard, 
software, etc.) can submit a ticket to the UTEP Helpdesk for assistance. Contact the 
Helpdesk via phone, email, chat, website, or in person if on campus.  

● University Writing Center (UWC): Submit papers here for assistance with writing 
style and formatting, ask a tutor for help and explore other writing resources. 

● Math Tutoring Center (MaRCS): Ask a tutor for help and explore other available 
math resources. 

● History Tutoring Center (HTC): Receive assistance with writing history papers, get 
help from a tutor and explore other history resources.  

● Military Student Success Center: UTEP welcomes military-affiliated students to its 
degree programs, and the Military Student Success Center and its dedicated staff 
(many of whom are veterans and students themselves) are here to help personnel in 
any branch of service to reach their educational goals. 

● RefWorks: A bibliographic citation tool; check out the RefWorks tutorial and Fact 
Sheet and Quick-Start Guide. 
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about:blank
http://www.refworks.com/refworks2/?groupcode=RWUTElPaso

