DANC 4390 - Seminar
CRN 11491

Fall 2025
TR 9:00 -10:20 AM
HUDS 313

Instructor: S. Paola Lopez Ramirez
Email: splopezramirez@utep.edu
Phone: 915-747-6736

Office hours:

options where mode availability
in person | @ Worrell Hall 303 MUST Tuesday and
pre-schedule via Thursdays,
e-mail 10:30 am - 12:30 pm

or virtual MS Teams

This syllabus is subject to change, I will notify you promptly if the changes will affect
assignments in any way.

Course Description:

DANC 4390 is the culminating senior seminar devoted to organizing and combining
knowledge and skills gained through undergraduate course work and experience as it
applies to dance career readiness and professional development. The course promotes the
flourishing of the student as a dance professional capable of fostering a personal vision
while cultivating relations and sustaining a life in the field. Emphasis will be put onto the
student’s senior capstone preparatory process.

Dance Seminar also serves as a critical journey of self-discovery of those visions,
aspirations, and goals that shape the student’s professional trajectory and intentions. To
fully experience such exploration, students are required to be present in class, participate
actively and collaboratively, engage with the assigned materials, and keep up with
assignments. A variety of professionals in the field of dance will support this journey
through conversations, mentoring, and professional tips.

The course is divided into four modules: (1) Connecting with Purpose, (2) Dance Careers,
(3) Creating a Life you Love (in dance), (4) Portfolio. The students will progressively
develop a professional portfolio to be presented in a final personal website project, able to
highlight the student’s professional expertise, aspirations, and career plans.
Course Objectives:

e Integrate practical and theoretical dance experiences and knowledges

e Acquire and practice communication sKkills for a variety of professional dance

settings


mailto:splopezramirez@utep.edu

Produce a professional portfolio able to communicate one’s own dance philosophy
while engaging with current conversations and issues in the dance field and in its

professions

Practicing and enhancing methods to effectively work collaboratively while
fostering a shared ethics rooted in justice and equity

Learning Outcomes (aligned with UTEP EDGE advantage goals):

Develop confidence through appreciating one’s
own talents and skills in the field.

Assess one’s own positionality within the dance
field

Connect issues in the dance field to wider
intellectual, community or societal concerns using
different perspectives from one or more
disciplines

Integrate research and analytical skills which
support student’s ideas and choices

Evaluate the social, economic, and political context
of each career choice in the larger dance field

Communicate effectively in both oral, written,
choreographic, performative forms

Design a career plan able to integrate knowledges
across fields and various life realms

Develop, organize, and manage ideas to clearly
articulate a professional philosophy, professional
aspirations, and career plans.

Class materials to purchase and bring to class:

A resistant, paper notebook or journal - ALWAYS bring this journal to class
Pens and pencils (multiple colors encouraged)
Tickets for mandatory performances

(All readings and other assigned materials are free and uploaded on Blackboard)




Assignments and Grading Criteria:

In-class participation (280 points, 10 points per class): To get the most out of this
course, you must be present and actively participate in all class activities and
discussions. Please note that this includes being prepared for class by
watching, reading or exploring required material ahead of time, and
preparing questions for class guests. Please refer to the attendance policy below
for further information.

Module Assignments (120 points total, 15 points each): Throughout the semester
you will be given 8 assignments to deepen the material we are exploring in each
module. Please refer to the course map below for due dates.

Mandatory Departmental Performances (20 points total, 10 points each): The
Department of Theatre and Dance requires that each student enrolled in a dance
class attends 2 shows of the departmental season within the semester. You will need
to sign-in after the performance using the QR code provided at the venue to get the
points. Please refer to the Mandatory Departmental Performances below to see
performance dates and ticket information.

MIDTERM mental map (50 points): Your midterm will be designing a mental map of
your goals in the first 3 years of life after college. Due in class on Tuesday of week
8.

FINAL website project (100 points): You will build a website hosting your
professional portfolio for your final project. You will turn it in as a live link on
Blackboard during finals week. DUE on Thursday by 11:59 pm.

Total possible points: 570

A=100-90% (570-513)
B=89-80% (512-456)
C=79-70% (455-399)
D=69-60% (398-342)
F=59% and below (341 <)

MANDATORY Departmental Performances:

The Department of Theatre and Dance requires that each student enrolled in a dance

class attends two shows of the departmental season within the semester. Please find below
the dates, times and ticket, information for the shows you can choose from.

I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter - Wise Family Theatre
October 24, 25,30 & November 1 @ 7:30pm

October 26 & November 2 @ 2:00pm

Tickets on Sale: September 2



Julia Reyes isn’t your perfect Mexican daughter she’s a brave, sharp Chicago teen
torn between her immigrant parents’ expectations and her dream to write. After her
sister’s tragic death, Julia’s world unravels as she faces grief, mental health
struggles, and the pressure of tradition. Navigating high school and poverty, she
turns to her journal to share her truth and survive, it reminds us our dreams are
real—and they matter. Raw and powerful, I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican

Daughter challenges us to speak up, seek help, and keep going—even when it feels
impossible.

Cats - Dinner Theatre
November 12- 30 - possible extension into December
Tickets on Sale: October 6 & 7,2025

Step into the enchanting world of CATS, where the Jellicle Cats gather for the magical
Jellicle Ball. Each cat tells their story, hoping to be chosen by Old Deuteronomy for a
new life in the mysterious Heaviside Layer. From the playful Rum Tum Tugger to the
mystical Mr. Mistoffelees, every moment dazzles with music and movement. But
when outcast Grizabella returns and sings the unforgettable “Memory,” the tribe
must decide if redemption is possible. With breathtaking dance, iconic characters,
and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s legendary score, CATS is a musical experience like no
other.

The River Bride - June Sadowski Kruszewski Studio Theatre
December 3,4,5 & 6 @ 7:30pm

December 6 & 7 @ 2:00pm

Tickets on Sale: September 2

Set in a Brazilian fishing village along the Amazon, The River Bride unfolds like a
haunting fairytale—two sisters, Helena and Belmira, who struggle to be true to each
other and themselves, are thrown when a mysterious man is drawn from the
water’s depths, pulling them into a dance of risk, hope, and long-held secrets.
Exploring themes of regret, missed opportunities, and love, The River Bride offers no
promises - it demands a silent surrender, a leap into the unseen, where trust may
falter. But what if the ever-changing current hides more than it reveals? What is left
behind?

If you cannot afford a ticket, there are ushering opportunities for departmental
performances. Students can sign up to usher all departmental productions via the links
below. Ushering opportunities open one month before opening night. Ushers will see
the production for free and must commit to the full time they are needed. If an usher
doesn't show up or leaves early, they will not receive credit for seeing the show and
will not be allowed to usher for future events. Also, keep your emails checked for
Tickets in Kind opportunities. Tickets in Kind are free tickets for students, donated by
audience members and faculty



[ Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter usher link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16e]50efcSvtKPWQRCY]Sirc8bhp0rlhHP6n8
50T1RwQ/edit?usp=drive link

The River Bride usher link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HZ4I5HdTVbrM]0y9ddGDWwc4UdNGZC2S
UXzXtKg7NWk/edit?usp=drive link

Extra Credit Opportunities:

[ really encourage students to get out and get more dance experiences, so [ will give you
extra credit for attending wide range of events. Below are some options but please always
check with me ahead of time to get an event approved for extra credit. All events are
worth 5 points unless otherwise noted, and the maximum extra points allowed in the
semester is 25.

- Dance performances, classes or workshops on and off campus
Must be different from student’s weekly schedule or required events for other classes.

- Campus Museums
Visit the current exhibits at the Rubin Center for the Visual Arts and the Centennial
Museum and/or attend any of their events throughout the semester

**PLEASE NOTE** that in order to get credit, you must submit a 300-word written response
for each event you attend by Wednesday of finals week.

Attendance Policy

In a course that meets twice a week, a student is allowed a maximum of 4 absences in an
entire semester, 2 of which require no justification and result in no penalty. A student can
use these absences based on personal necessity. The 3rd and 4th absences will result in a
drop of % a letter grade each in the student’s overall grade. At the 5th absence, regardless

of the student’s current course standing or grade, the student will automatically fail the
course.

Exceptions:

o In the event of international bridge closures, exceptions may be made, and make-
up work may be assigned.

e In case of an injury or extended illness, it is the student’s responsibility to meet with
his or her instructor to discuss possible solutions for course continuation or to
consider dropping the class.

o In the event of highly unusual or extenuating circumstances, a student may petition
the course instructor and department chair for permission to continue in a course.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HZ4l5HdTVbrMJ0y9ddGDWwc4UdNGZC2SUXzXtKg7NWk/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HZ4l5HdTVbrMJ0y9ddGDWwc4UdNGZC2SUXzXtKg7NWk/edit?usp=drive_link
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https://www.utep.edu/centennial-museum/

e In case of injury, a student who is able to be present in the studio may observe class
and complete alternative and equivalent assignments to be negotiated with the
instructor.

Lateness: I expect you (as I will) to always make an effort to be ready to start class ON
TIME and to stay for the entire class period. Nonetheless, I will give you a leeway of 10
minutes before [ mark you off as late. If you need to leave early, the 10-minute leeway
applies on that end as well (you will get a “late” mark if you leave more than 10 minutes
early). Please note:

¢ You are responsible for any information you miss due to lateness or early exit

e Ifyou are late 20 minutes or more, you will be asked to observe the class

e Ifyou are late 30 minutes or more, you will be marked as absent

e 3 late marks will add up to one absence.

Late-work Policy:

[ generally do not accept late work. Learning how to meet deadlines is an important part of
your education, so please plan ahead and give yourself plenty of time to turn in
assignments on their due date. Nonetheless, I am also very committed to help every student
succeed in my courses, so [ will be flexible when needed to. If something extraordinary
comes up that will prevent you from turning in an assignment, please let me know (if at all
possible) BEFORE the due date to request an extension.

Technology Requirements

The course utilizes Blackboard as the main platform. You need to have access to a device
that allows you to enter Blackboard (better a computer/laptop to watch videos), to a
printer, to webcam and microphone to record and upload audio-visual materials.

All the class materials are uploaded/linked on Blackboard. Sometimes, if a video doesn’t
work or a page doesn’t open, it’s because you need to download or update a software or
update/change browser. Check that your device’s hardware and software are up-to-date
and able to access all parts of the course. If you encounter technical difficulties of any kind,
contact the Help Desk at https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/

If you cannot have access to technological means for whatever reasons, contact the
instructor ASAP to negotiate an accommodation.

If you do not know how to use Blackboard - contact Tech Support immediately. Do not wait
until you do not understand until you are having problems. You can go in person to Room
300 at the UTEP Library or contact the Help Desk via email at helpdesk@utep.edu, or by
phone 747-5257. Hours are M-F 7a-8p, Sat 9a-10p and Sun 12-4p.

Policy on Protection of Personal and Intellectual Content
All the materials--written, audio, and visual--shared within this course remain within this
course. To store, post, or share by any means and/or for personal use or public
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consumption any course material (assigned or produced within and for the course) without
explicit authorization by the subjects involved is illegal. Make sure to ask for permission in
case. You can share on your social media your own materials if the only person that
appears or the only author is you. If you want to share content that includes or is co-
authored with other classmates, you need to contact them and the instructor via e-mail
(utilizing the UTEP account) to discuss the authorization.

Policy on Sensitive Subject Matter

The performing arts have a power to stir strong emotions, or possibly touch on subjects
you might not feel comfortable seeing on stage. If you have concerns about viewing or
discussing specific subjects that may trigger specific emotions, please see me as soon as
possible to discuss possible accommodations. As [ will respect your individual’s rights to
choose what performances and topics you can engage with, I expect all our discussions and
reflections to be conducted in a respectful and professional matter.

Policy on Academic Dishonesty

Any form of academic dishonesty: cheating, plagiarizing, or taking a test for another
student is considered a very serious matter at UTEP. Our library webpage provides good
information on what UTEP considers Academic Dishonesty and what steps the university
takes in such cases. Please review this information at:
http://libraryweb.utep.edu/research/plagiarism.php. Refer also to the Handbook of
Operating Procedures: Student Affairs.

Policy on Copyright and Fair Use

Some of the materials in this course are copyrighted. Copying of textbooks is not “fair use”
under the Copyright Act. Your cooperation is expected. The University requires all
members of its community to follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are
individually and solely responsible for violations of copyright and fair use laws. The
University will neither protect nor defend you nor assume any responsibility for student
violations of fair use laws. Violations of copyright laws could subject you to federal and
state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well as disciplinary action under University
policies.

Students with Disabilities Policy

The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that reasonable accommodations be provided
for students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning, and psychiatric
disabilities. If you have a disability and need classroom accommodations, please contact
The Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148, or by email to
cass@utep.edu, or visit their office located in UTEP Union East, Room 106. For additional
information, please visit the CASS website at www.sa.utep.edu/cass.
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Campus Sources of Student Support

* Center for Accommodations and Support Services https://www.utep.edu/student-
affairs/cass/

* Student Success Helpdesk https://www.utep.edu/advising/student resources/student-
success-helpdesk.html

* Miner Learning Center https://www.utep.edu/mlc/

* University Writing Center https://www.utep.edu/uwc/

» Counseling and Psychological Services https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs /counsel/

 Students are encouraged to speak with professionals from UTEP’s Counseling and
Psychological Services on a walk-in basis from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday in
Union Building West, Room 202. In addition, the Miners Talk Crisis Line at 915-747-5302
is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

» UTEP Title IX (Anti-Sexual Harassment and Anti-Sexual Violence) Office:
https://www.utep.edu/titleix/sb-212.html

* Need more dance in your life? Join the UTEP student organization DESERT DANCE. E-
mail desertdanceutep@gmail.com

Tentative Class Schedule

Week 1

Tuesday

Syllabus overview

What brings you joy? in-class activity

Assignment #1 explanation, setting a joy practice

*Bring a copy of the syllabus to class (paper copy or digital)

Thursday
Discovering passion, in-class activity

*Watch before class:
https://www.ted.com/talks/noeline kirabo 2 questions to uncover your passion and turn i
t into a career?utm campaign=tedspread&utm medium=referral&utm source=tedcomshare

Week 2

Tuesday

Movement/Journaling, in-class activity

*Bring your favorite music on your device and headphones

Thursday
Connecting to Purpose

What is (my) purpose? in-class activity

Assignment #2 explanation, my purpose/calling journal entry

*Read before class: https://www.losangelesmftherapist.com/post/why-am-i-here-the-
importance-of-connecting-with-your-purpose-for-mental-health-and-well-being/
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Week 3

Tuesday

*Assignment #2 DUE: Purpose journal entry sharing and discussion

Dream BIG: where do you see yourselfin 1, 3, 5, 10, 20 years? in-class activity

Thursday
*Assignment #1 DUE: journal /note sharing in class

Grounding my practice/life in joy, in-class activity

MODULE 2: Dance Careers

Week 4 - Performing & Choreographing
Tuesday

On being a Dance Performer

Guest: TBD

*Explore before class: TBD

Thursday
Choreography and Dramaturgy

Guest: Josey Pickett, mother, interdisciplinary artist, researcher, and educator
*Explore before class: https://joseypickett.com/

Week 5 - Dance Entrepreneurship & Community Engaged Practices
Tuesday

Dance entrepreneurship

Guest: Brenda Silva, studio owner

*Explore before class: https://www.imaginedanceacademy.com/

Thursday
Community Engaged Practices and Activism

Midterm assignment explanation
*Explore before class: https://www.contra-tiempo.org/,
https://www.camilleabrown.org/everybodymove, http://www.improvisa.orq

Week 6 - Therapy & Teaching

Tuesday

Therapy and Healing

Guest: Simoné Velazquez, Dancer and certified Dance Movement Therapist

*Explore before class: https://adta.memberclicks.net/what-is-dancemovement-therapy
*Watch before class:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrbXrO8yG6ho7bU1xM4nVApLMmBX8QdBf

Thursday
Teaching in Public Schools
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Guest: Emily Ann Juarez, Eastlake High School Dance Teacher and Director of the Color
Guard and Dance Ensemble.

Assignment #3 explanation, Graduate School Dance programs

*Read before class:

https://www.ndeo.org/Portals/NDEO/Threats to Dance Education Our Field at Risk.pdf
*Explore before class: https://www.ndeo.org/Learn/K-12-Dance-Education-Careers

Week 7 - Dance Scholarship & Dance in Graduate School

Tuesday

Midterm Assignment explanation: Mental Map

Guest: Dr. Melissa Melpignano

*Explore before class: https://www.ndeo.org/Connect/Prospective-Graduate-Students

(A variety of graduate degrees) https://www.ndeo.org/Connect/Prospective-Graduate-
Students/Dance-and-Dance-Education-Graduate-School-Programs
https://www.ndeo.org/Connect/Prospective-Graduate-Students/Finding-the-Right-Program-
for-You

Assignment #3 DUE

Building a Full Life

Thursday

Practices of self-care, in-class activity

Assignment #4 explanation, creating a self-care practice

Week 8 - Building a Full Life cont.
Tuesday

Work-life balance, in-class activity
*Midterm DUE

Thursday
Capstone introduction, in-class discussion

Assignment #5 explained, capstone idea(s)

Week 9 - Beginning the Capstone journey
Tuesday
**NO IN-CLASS MEETING**

*Work on developing your capstone idea and desired cast number in preparation for
auditions.

Thursday
Capstone discussion and audition preparation

*Assignment #5 DUE

10
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Week 10 - Financial Literacy
Tuesday

Making it work

Assignment #6 explained, budget
*Read before class: TBA

Thursday
Real life Budgeting, in-class activity

*Assignment #6 DUE

Week 11 - Expanding your life

Tuesday

Professional networks online

Guest: Marina Monsisvais, business owner “Barracuda PR,” radio host “State of the Arts” on
KTEP

*Read before class: TBA

Thursday
Check-in with capstone audition prep

What are my top 3/5 priorities, in-class activity (building on midterm mental map - bring it
to class!)
*Assignment 4 DUE, reflection and discussion

MODULE 4: Creating your Portfolio

Week 12 - CV and Bio

Tuesday

What is a portfolio

How to write a bio

CV vs resumé

Assignment #7 explained, craft your CV and Bio

Thursday
What is an artist statement?

Assignment #8 explained, craft your artist statement
*Read before class: https://thecreativeindependent.com/quides/how-to-write-an-artist-

Statement/

https://www.dancemagazine.com/artist-statement/#gsc.tab=0
*Explore before class: Read at least 3 dancer artistic statements. Look for artists that inspire
you and try to find their statements online.

Week 13 - Capstone, Auditions

Tuesday
Organize and prepare the audition material, in-class activity

11
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*Assignment 7 DUE

Thursday
Auditions in 452 at 10:30 am - TBD

*Assignment 8 DUE

Week 14 - Capstone, Casting

Tuesday
Finalizing cast reviewing auditions, in-class activity

Thursday
NO CLASS, Thanksgiving holiday

Week 15 - Website and Digital Presence

Tuesday

How to build a website?, in-class activity

Final explained, building your website

*Bring a laptop or tablet to class

*Explore before class: Look up at least 3 dancers’ websites. Look for artists that inspire you
and that are in the line of work that you aspire to. What works about their websites? What
doesn’t? How do they flow?

Thursday
Mapping and structuring your website, in-class activity

*Bring a laptop or tablet to class

Finals Week

Closing circle and capstone check-in, in-class activity during our finals meeting time
Any extra credit or late assignments DUE by 11:59 pm on Wednesday

Final website project DUE on Blackboard by 11:59 PM on Thursday

Written reflection on google forms due by 11:59 PM on Friday
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