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Course Description:  This course provides a broad overview of U.S. history through the end of the Civil War.  The course will interpret this period through the lens of American identity based on race, class, gender, region, and ethnicity, allowing for a study of U.S. history based on multiple perspectives.  This class is completely online and asynchronous.  Asynchronous means there will be no set meeting times, materials for the week including lectures, videos, assignments, and quizzes will appear on blackboard every Monday by 9:00 AM.  You can work through the material each week at your own pace but must finish by the end of the week.  

Student Office Hours:   Each week I will schedule an hour where we can meet online and you can meet with other students in the class.  I am also available by appointment, just email me and we can find a time that works for both of us.  My email address is sjstanfield@utep.edu

Austin Hawks Pass Leader:  Austin is a student that has taken this class and served as a member Miner Learning Center.  He can provide you with assistance taking this class in one-on-one meetings.  

Technical Help:  Technical problems happen.  If you have any problems with blackboard you should contact https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/  Blackboard works best with Google Chrome or Firefox.  For a better experience with Blackboard, avoid using Explorer and Safari.  






Course Goals and Skills:  

1.  Students should be able to contextualize the past by interpreting the influences of class, gender, race, region and ethnicity on politics, economics, the law, social change, and everyday life.
2. Students should improve their ability to evaluate evidence (visual and written), make arguments based on primary and secondary sources, become better critical thinkers, and learn to make connections between past and present. 
3. Students will gain experience and improve their skills at generalizing, explaining and interpreting historical change and integrating these skills to better understand and discuss current arguments, concerns, and events.
4. Students will become familiar with using UTEP library databases and the basics of writing essays.

These skills will assist students across the university’s curriculum.



Course Requirements

Learning Modules/Units:  Information for the units will appear on Blackboard by Monday at 9:00 AM each week.  On Blackboard the first learning module is “Course Information.”  There you will find major assignments, helpful webpages and videos, the syllabus, and readings to help you with this course and college courses in general.  Items found on the module “Course Information” are not required to be read—they are there to provide assistance if needed.  The other learning modules (Week #1, Week #2 etc.) are where you can find the materials for each week.  

Podcast:  Pod-Textualizing the Past:  Links to specific episodes appear in the weekly learning modules.  The entire series can be found here.  https://podtextualizingthepast.podbean.com/



Readings:  There are no required textbooks for this class.  You will find some readings on Blackboard. Occasionally the learning module will list “optional readings.”  These are not required (or expected to be read) but do offer additional information that you may find useful or interesting. While there is no assigned textbook, if you would still like to follow along with a traditional textbook, I would recommend the American Yawp https://www.americanyawp.com/text/wp-content/uploads/yawp_v1_open_pdf.pdf.  This book is available online and is FREE!

Daily Assignment/Thought Piece (25 points for each of the four assignments-total 100 points).  Each week you will have a daily assignment to read and analyze.

Quizzes (50 points each for four assignments—total 200 points).  There are four quizzes (once a week).  You may take each quiz up to 3 times (your highest grade will count).  Each quiz will cover the materials from that week.

Final Exam:  (100 points)  This exam will include short answers and essays.  You can find a review sheet under “Course Information” on blackboard. The exam is due by 11:59 pm on July 9th.

Paper (History Now! 100 points):  The Assignment for this paper on Blackboard under “Courses Information.”

Course Grade: There are 500 points available for this class.

A		450-500
B		400-449
C		350-399
D		300-349
F		Below 300








Plagiarism:  For this course I will use SafeAssign (through Blackboard) for you final exam and paper. To avoid plagiarism a student must not adopt or reproduce ideas, words, or statements of another person without appropriate acknowledgement (provide a citation). A student must give credits to the originality of others and acknowledge another whenever he or she quotes another person’s actual words, paraphrases another person’s words; uses another person’s ideas, opinion or theory or borrow facts, statistics, or other material, unless the information is common knowledge.  This includes using chatGPT and other AI programs.  It is official UTEP policy that all suspected cases of plagiarism be referred to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution for investigation.  For more information you can read the document on plagiarism under “Course Information” on blackboard.

Accommodations:  The Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) aspires to provide students with disabilities, accommodations and support services to help them pursue their academic, graduation, and career goals.  Please see:  https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/

Late Papers and Assignments:  Quizzes are due by Friday at 11:59 pm (Mountain Time) and other assignments are due on Sunday by 11:59.  You have a 12 hour grace period for turning things in since I understand that there can be problems getting things turned in online.  If you need more time, please contact me. Papers that are late will lose ½ a letter grade. Since this summer class meets over a short period of time late papers and assignments are limited.  

Extra Credit: There will be 2 extra credit assignments available throughout the summer session.  There will be no additional extra credit assignments beyond what appears on the syllabus. 








Course Timeline:  Each week you will be expected to listen to 4-6 lectures.  These lectures are fairly short, around 15 minutes each.  You will also have 2 podcasts each week, read at least 1 primary source, and then there will be various videos that are required or marked as optional.  Everything that is marked as optional you are not required (or even expected) to watch/listen/read.  

Week #1: (June 10-June 16) The Early American Colonies/Colonization (through 1740)

	Lectures: 1. Primary and Secondary Sources, 2. Early Virginia, 3. the Puritans and New England 4. The Spanish, French, and Dutch, 5. Gender and Daily life 6. Slavery in the Americas.
	Listen: Pod-textualizing the Past Episode 16:  New England Witches before Salem and Episode 10  In Sickness and In Health in British North America.
	Daily Assignment:  Small Pox and 18th Century illnesses
	Optional to Listen to:  Pod-textualizing the Past: Episode 15 Slavery in New England.  

Week #2: (June 17-June 23) Leading to the Revolution, Independence, and the New Nation (1740-1816)

	Lectures:  1. The Seven Years War, 2, Events leading to independence (1763-1775), 3. The American Revolution, 4. The Constitution, 5. Washington and Adams, 6. Jefferson and Madison.  
	Listen:  Pod-textualizing the Past Episode 21:  Creating a Government for a new Nation and Episode 8:  Marbury v. Madison and the U.S. Supreme Court.
	Daily assignment: The Declaration of Independence
	Optional to Listen to: Episode 3:  Guns, Guts, and Glory, The American Revolution, Episode 13 Cooking an American Identity, 
	Extra Credit:  Election Cake (5 points for the written portion, an additional 5 points if you bake the cake). 





Week #3: (June 24-June 30) The Era of Good Feelings, New Politics and New Social Issues (1816-1846)
	
	Lectures:  1. TBISM, 2, Elections of 1824/28, 3, The Age of Jackson, 4. Slavery and Anti-Slavery, 5. Reform Movements.
	Listen:  Pod-textualizing the Past Episode 25 Understanding Utopian Movements in the 19th Century, Episode 17 Gender, Labor, and the Lowell Mills.
	Daily Assignment:  Gender and the Lowell Mills
	Extra Credit (5 points):  Who should be on the 20 dollar bill?
	Optional to Listen to:  Episode 11, Charlotte Forten: Radical, Teenaged Abolitionist, Episode 4 Texas: Revolution, Independence, and Annexation.

Week #4: (July 1-July 7) The War with Mexico through the Civil War (1846-1865)

	Lectures: 1. US Mexico War, 2, The politics of the 185os, 3. Election of 1860/Secession, 4. Civil War (Part 1)  5. Civil War (Part 2)
	Listen:  Pod-textualizing the Past:  Episode Six Politics, Protest & the War with Mexico. Episode 20 The Dakota-U.S. War (1862)
	Daily Assignment:  Protest and the War with Mexico
	Due:  History Now Paper (Sunday by 11:59 PM).
	Optional to Listen to:  Episode 7:  The War at Home: Paso Del Norte During and After the Mexico-U.S. War, Episode 9 African American Soldiers and the Families’ Civil War.

Week #5 (July 8-July 9) Final Exam
