
GENERAL EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY LABORATORY

Teaching Assistants    Lab Meeting Time

Brock Bollin Mon. 08:00-09:20
LART #211
CRN# 13801

Office Hours:  M&W 10:00-11:00
Office Location:  Psychology 203B
Email:  bcbollin@miners.utep.edu

Tamara Kang Tue. 12:00-13:20
LART #305
CRN# 13802

Office Hours:  T 13:30-15:30
Office Location:  Vowell 202B
Email:  tkang2@miners.utep.edu 

Jessie Carre Wed. 9:00-10:20
LART #205
CRN# 13803

Office Hours:  T 14:00-16:00
Office Location: Psychology 117
Email: jrcarre@miners.utep.edu

Nazy Heydarian Thur. 10:30-11:50
UGLC #216
CRN# 13804

Office Hours:  F 12:00-2:00
Office Location:  Psychology 102A
Email:  nmheydarian@miners.utep.edu

Scott Frankowski Fri. 14:30-15:50
LART #303
CRN# 13805

Office Hours:  W 12:00-14:00
Office Location:  Psychology 311
Email: sdfrankowski@miners.utep.edu

Text

Required Text: McBride, D. M. (2013). The process of research in psychology (2nd ed.). 
Los Angeles: Sage. ISBN 978-1-4129-9955-7

Recommended Text:  If you plan to continue studying psychology, it is recommended that 
you also buy a copy of the APA Publication Manual.  You can purchase this at most 
bookstores or online (used versions are often available).  Purchasing the text is NOT 
required.  There are a number of APA style resources on the internet that will answer most of 
your questions.

American Psychological Association (2009). Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, D.C.: American Psychological 
Association.

Course Content

The objective of this course is to teach you the methodologies that psychological 
researchers use to understand the brain and behavior.  This course differs from most of your 
other courses because it focuses on the processes that are used to make scientific findings and
not what we have learned (content) using these processes.  The objective of this lab is to give 
you hands-on experience with several elements of psychological research:  generating 
hypotheses, locating and understanding literature relevant to the hypotheses, designing 
studies that enable you to test hypotheses, analyzing data and interpreting the findings, and 
communicating the findings to other researchers or practitioners in written papers.   Upon 
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completion of this course, you should be able to understand how psychological research is 
communicated in scientific journals.  You will also learn the basics of writing a scientific 
article.

The lab will be broken down into two halves.  In the first half of the lab, you will be 
assigned a couple academic articles which will serve as a basis to understand the style and 
content of the different sections of a research paper.  The classes, handouts, and homework in
this first half students will help you become familiar with the basics of experimentation and 
research article organization. 

The second half of the lab will focus on writing the different sections of a research article 
which will culminate in the final paper.  You will first write drafts of the individual sections 
of a research paper based on an experiment that is done in the lab.  You will then revise and 
compile these sections into one final paper.

Goals

1. to learn to understand, critique, and build on published, primary empirical research 
papers

2. to learn to write an APA style research report of empirical data
3. to understand basic experimental methods
4. to understand and be able to write the sections of an APA research paper: abstract, 

introduction, methods, results, discussion, and references
5. to use library and other resources to conduct a targeted literature search

Hybrid nature of this course

This course is a hybrid course that mixes online and traditional instruction and will make 
extensive use of Blackboard.  Most of the materials and assignments will be posed on 
Blackboard before your weekly lab session, and you are expected to review this material 
before class.  The hybrid nature of the course will require you to be very organized so you do
not fall behind.  Refer to the syllabus to keep track of upcoming deadlines, readings, and 
assignments.  You are responsible for understanding and completing all assignments.

Blackboard:  Blackboard sometimes becomes inaccessible.  Usually, the problems are 
resolved within an hour or two.  Blackboard outages are NOT an acceptable reason for 
missing assignments except in extreme cases (i.e. outages lasting 24 hours or more).  It is 
YOUR responsibility to plan ahead and make sure that your work is completed before the 
deadlines.

Grading

Your grade will be based on the four components listed below.  You will receive a 
numerical score for each component that will be weighed according to the indicated 
percentages.  You final grade in the course will be based on the standard percent distribution 
(90% and greater = A; 80% to 89% = B; 70% to 79% = C; 60% to 69% = D; less than 60% = 
F).

Attendance (10% of final grade).  Attendance is important because many of the required 
activities will take place during class time. Attendance will be taken at every class meeting.  
If you arrive more than 10 minutes late or leave before the class is excused by the instructor, 
you will not receive credit for attending that day. Most sessions are expected to last for the 
full hour and 20 minutes. If you will not be able to attend regularly, you should either take a 
different lab section that you can attend regularly or take this course another semester when 
you can attend regularly.

Homework (30% of final grade).  There will be five homework assignments that will 
provide you with practice at applying principles discussed in class and needed for completing
the paper assignments and the final paper.



Paper Sections (30% of final grade).  There will be five paper section assignments.  
Because results of any study are of little value until they are communicated to other 
researchers or practitioners, an essential part of this course is to teach you how to write 
empirical, scientific papers.  Most empirical papers contain five essential sections (abstract, 
introduction, method, results, & discussion), and you will be writing each of these sections 
using the American Psychological Association style (6th edition).

Final Paper (30% of final grade).  Your final assignment will be to write a complete 
scientific paper that contains all five of the sections that have been reviewed during this 
course.  This paper will be based on the paper sections completed earlier.  You will be given 
feedback on these sections and will need to revise and improve them for this final paper.

All written assignments (homework, paper sections, & final paper) are due at the 
beginning of class on the due date (final paper is due on date and time indicated in the 
syllabus).  Any assignment that is turned-in late will be graded normally; then its grade will 
be reduced depending on how late it was turned-in.  The final grade for late assignments will 
be reduced by 10% (of the total possible grade) for each day it is late (up to 3 days).  For 
example, if you turn in a homework assignment that is worth 10 points 2 days late, the grade 
you receive on this homework would be reduced 2 points.  Assignments more than three days
late will not be accepted and will be given a score of zero.  If you know that you will miss a 
class session on which an assignment is due, you should contact your instructor and make 
arrangements to turn-in the assignment before it is due.  If you miss class due to an 
emergency (hospitalization, death in family), you should let the instructor know immediately.

For the paper section assignments and the final paper, you need to submit an electronic 
copy to blackboard, in addition to the hard copy you turn-in during class.  This electronic 
copy will be analyzed for plagiarism. 

Other Policies

Academic Honesty:   You are expected to know and follow UTEP policy regarding 
academic conduct and honesty.  Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, 
plagiarism, and collusion.  Cheating may involve copying from or providing information to 
another student, possessing unauthorized materials during a test or falsifying research data 
on laboratory reports.  Plagiarism occurs when someone intentionally or knowingly 
represents the words or ideas of another person as ones' own.  Collusion involves 
collaborating with another person to commit any academically dishonest act.  Any act of 
academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  Violations will be 
referred to the Dean of Students Office for possible disciplinary action.  Students may 
be suspended or expelled from UTEP for such actions.
UTEP's student code of conduct and discipline can be found here:
http://admin.utep.edu/LinkClick.aspx?link=HOOP-Section+II.pdf&tabid=30181&mid=63285

Classroom Etiquette:  All cell phones, laptops, and wireless devices must be muted 
during the class session.  Do not answer incoming calls or make outgoing calls except in an 
emergency.  Do not use text messaging or web browser features while in class.

Disabilities:  We will happily make reasonable accommodations for students with 
limitations due to disabilities.  If you have a documented disability and require specific 
accommodations, contact the Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) 
office within the first two weeks of classes.  Please see me personally within the first week of
classes to make me aware of any special needs you might have.

Resolving Disputes about Grading: If you disagree with a grade on an assignment, you 
may make a written request to the instructor to review the grade. This request must contain 
an explanation for why you think you should have gotten a different grade and be submitted 
with the original assignment. The instructor will review your request and make a decision in 
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a timely manner but not “on the spot”. If you still have concerns about the decision, you may 
consult with the supervising professor (Dr. Crites), but only if you submitted a written 
request to your lab instructor first.

Information contained in this syllabus:  The instructors reserve the right to modify any 
information in this syllabus and class schedule provided that (1) reasonable advance warning 
is provided, and (2) students are not unfairly disadvantaged by the change.

Week Day Starting Class Activity Assignment Due

1 Sep. 2 Tue)
(Mon Lab meets for 
first time Sep. 8)

Introduction
APA section
Literature Search

HW1 – Lit. 
Search

2 Sep. 8 Stats Review HW2 – Stats HW1

3 Sep. 15 Lab Experiment
Will Meet in 
Psychology Rm 
202

HW2

4 Sep. 22 Method Section
Reference Section

HW3 – Method 
Assignment

5 Sep. 29 Introduction 
Section
Results Section

HW4 – 
Introduction 
Assignment

HW3

6 Oct. 6 Discussion 
Section
Abstract

HW5 – Article 
Review

HW4

7 Oct. 13 Methods Writing Draft – Method HW5

8 Oct. 20 Introduction 
Writing

Draft – Intro Draft – Method

9 Oct. 27 Results Writing Draft – Results Draft – Intro

10 Nov. 3 Discussion 
Writing

Draft – Disc. Draft – Results

11 Nov. 10 Abstract Writing
Reference 
Writing

Draft – Abstract
Draft – 
References

Draft – Disc.

12 Nov. 17
(Mon Lab meets last 
time Nov. 24)

Final Review Final Paper Draft – Abstract
Draft – 
References

Dec 4 Final Paper
Due at 3:00 in
Psychology Main
Office


