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Course Syllabus 
 

The Border | LABS 3301 | CRN: 12484 
 

Fall 2024 | 100% Online 
 

Instructor: Dr Silvia Torezani 
Email: *Blackboard message (preferred means of communication), or 
satorezani@utep.edu 
Ph.: (915) 747-6829 
 
Optional Synchronous Content Discussion: Thursdays 2-3 pm 
 
Virtual Office Hours: available by request. Email the instructor. 
 
T.A.: Vanessa Almada 
Email: *Blackboard message, or vmalmada@miners.utep.edu  
 
Course Description 
This course explores the complex and multifaceted nature of borders, both as concrete 
and imagined spaces. Through a situated approach, we will examine the 
historical, political, cultural, and social implications of borders, focusing on their 
creation, maintenance, and challenges. More specifically, we will approach our inquiry of 
borders in two major ways. First, we will engage with our local border reality and contribute 
to the public knowledge of local issues in collaboration with a community partner. Second, 
we will engage in an international collaboration to address some practical border issues.  
 
This course comprises community engagement work and a Collaborative Online 
International Learning (COIL) module. All required activities can be completed online and 
asynchronously. However, there will be a few opportunities to engage synchronously 
throughout the semester.  
 
Learning Objectives 
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

• Analyze the historical and political factors that contribute to the formation and 
maintenance of borders. 

• Evaluate the cultural and social implications of borders, including their impact on 
identity, migration, and conflict in local contexts. 

• Apply theoretical concepts creatively to understand the complexities of border 
issues to imagine alternative responses 

• Work collaboratively to produce local knowledge and share with the broader 
community 

• Develop inter-cultural and cross-border collaborative skills  

mailto:satorezani@utep.edu
mailto:vmalmada@miners.utep.edu
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Required Texts 

 
Campbell, Howard. (2021). Downtown Juárez: 
Underworlds of violence & abuse. Austin: Texas 
University Press.  
 
Other required readings will be available for 
download via Blackboard and organized with 
numbers according to the order in which they are due 
(e.g., R1 for reading 1; R2, R3, etc.).  

 
Note: The required book can be rented/purchased from the UTEP Bookstore. Or you 
can buy/rent it from other sites you may be familiar with. The book is available in 
paperback, e-book and audio-book formats. Whichever format you use, it is important 
that you get the book as soon as possible, early in the semester. 

 
Course Structure 
This course is divided into four thematic modules, all crisscrossed by their content 
connection to local communities. Each module has specific assignments. Below, you will 
see the description per module. Notice that each module has a different weight in the total 
grade for the course. For instance, the assignments for module 1 account for 10% (or 10 
points), while the assignments in module 3 account for 40% (or 40 points) of the total grade 
for the course. 
 
Module 1 (2 weeks): Some Key Moments in the Border History (10%) 

o Key moments of separation, cooperation and conflict in the US-Mexico 
Border history  

o The Border Wall impact  
o Exploring binational cooperation 
o Border neighborhoods—Part 1 

 
Module 2 (5 weeks): Cultural and Social Implications of Borders (25%) 

o Identity and belonging 
o Migration and displacement 
o Borderland cultures and communities 
o Border neighborhoods—Part 2 

 
Module 3 (4 weeks): Border Cooperation: The Professional Youth Summit (40%) 

o Emerging trends and challenges for young people in the border 
o The Professional Youth Border Summit (collaboration with the University of 

Monterrey - UDEM) 
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Module 4 (4 weeks): Community Engagement: Documenting Everyday Life (20%) 
o Border neighborhoods – Part 3 
o Engaging the community outcomes (final report and presentations) 
o Final learning reflections  
o Community partner appreciation (El Paso History Museum) 

 
Course Assessments 
Note that the format of assessments changes depending on the specific goals for each 
module. Detailed guidelines are provided in Blackboard, inside each week’s folder. Some 
assignments will be individual. Others will require teamwork. Overall, the primary tasks for 
the course typically include:  

• Online Discussions (individual): Regular participation in online discussions is required. 
There will be one discussion per week. But they will take different forms, based on the 
topics covered. Some will be individual discussions. Others will require teamwork.  

• Module Papers (individual): Each module will require a paper to integrate the learnings 
during the module.  

 
• Neighborhood research reports (teamwork): we will complete these reports in small 

bites throughout various modules. They will help you prepare for your final community 
engagement report and presentation.  

 
• COIL (teamwork): International teamwork collaboration to develop a team proposal and 

team presentation. 
 
• COIL (individual): a module learning reflection 
 
• Community Engagement Final Report (teamwork) 
 
• Community Presentation (teamwork) 
 
Grading Policy 
You can accrue 100 points (100%) during this 
course. I use the following grading scale: 
A 90%-100%  
B 80%-88%  
C 70%-78%  
D 60%-68%  
F below 58%  
 
 
 
Supporting Material for the Course 
Modules will contain various types of learning materials (e.g., reading guides, short videos, 

Notice a 1% gap in between each 

letter grade. It will be at your 

professor's discretion to move your 

grade up or not, based on your 

demonstrated commitment to the 

class.  
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key content slides, etc., as well as the instructions on how to use these resources. As a 
first step, always read the instructions carefully. You will also have the links to 
assignments’ prompts and guidelines inside each module’s weekly folder. You will have 
access to the content for each week at the end of the previous week. For example, you will 
access the content for week 2 on Friday of week 1. There will be some exceptions. You will 
have access to week 1’s content on the first day of the course. And I will provide 
information, guidelines and required resources for the more hands-on modules (4 & 5) 
earlier in the semester, so you can prepare with plenty of time.  
 
COURSE COMMUNICATIONS AND PROBLEM SOLVING 
• Course announcements should be the first thing you see when you log onto the course website. 
Please read these and keep up to date--important information will be communicated to you 
through these announcements. 
 
• Dr. Torezani can be contacted via Blackboard messages (within the course). Only if 
there were technical issues with Bb, try the step email: satorezani@utep.edu. But use Bb. 
Message in the first instance. You should allow 24 to 48 hours for response to an e-mail 
during weekdays and 72 hours for a response to e-mail over the weekend or public 
holidays. Please e-mail the instructor only about content questions or personal matters 
that affect a student's ability to complete coursework (such as illness).  
 
Dr. Torezani cannot provide technical help. For technical help, see the next section.  
 
 
TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 
Course content is delivered via the Internet through the Blackboard learning management 
system. Ensure your UTEP e-mail account is working and that you have access to the 
Web and a stable web browser. Google Chrome and Mozilla Firefox are the best browsers 
for Blackboard; other browsers may cause complications. When having technical 
difficulties, update your browser, clear your cache, or try switching to another browser. 
Check that your computer hardware and software are up-to-date and able to access all 
parts of the course.  
 
You will need to have access to a computer/laptop. You will need to download or update 
the following software: Microsoft Office. If you do not have a word-processing software, 
you can download Word and other Microsoft Office programs (including Excel, PowerPoint, 
Outlook and more) for free via UTEP’s Microsoft Office Portal. Click the following link for 
more information about Microsoft Office 365 and follow the instructions. 
 
Technology Support Help Desk 
Phone: 915.747.4357 (HELP) |Email: helpdesk@utep.edu | Website: helpdesk.utep.edu 
Students can also email blackboard@utep.edu for help. 
 
If you encounter technical difficulties beyond your scope of troubleshooting, please 
contact the UTEP Help Desk as they are trained specifically in assisting with the 

mailto:satorezani@utep.edu
https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/servicecatalog/software_pages/soft_microsoftoffice365.html
mailto:helpdesk@utep.edu
http://helpdesk.utep.edu/
mailto:blackboard@utep.edu
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technological needs of students. Please do not contact me for this type of help. The Help 
Desk is much better equipped than I am to assist you!  
 
 
 
Plan and prepare ahead of time 
Because of the time delay in responding to e-mails, especially over weekends, it is 
important for the student to examine content (readings, paper assignments, etc.) well in 
advance of due dates and promptly send e-mails to the instructor. The instructor will 
monitor discussion areas once each weekday, but normally will not intervene or comment 
unless needed. 
 
COURSE POLICIES 
Scholastic Integrity: Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation of the 
UTEP Handbook of Operating Procedures. It includes, but is not limited to, cheating, 
plagiarism, and collusion. Cheating may involve copying from or providing information to 
another student, possessing unauthorized materials during a test, or falsifying research 
data on laboratory reports. Plagiarism occurs when someone intentionally or knowingly 
represents the words or ideas of another as ones' own. Collusion involves collaborating 
with another person to commit any academically dishonest act. Any act of academic 
dishonesty attempted by a UTEP student is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. All 
suspected violations of academic integrity at The University of Texas at El Paso must be 
reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution (OSCCR) for possible 
disciplinary action. To learn more, please visit HOOP: Student Conduct and Discipline. 
 
AI prohibited: Use of AI technologies or automated tools, particularly generative AI such as 
ChatGPT or DALL-E, is not allowed for assignments in this class. Each student is expected 
to use critical and creative thinking skills to complete tasks and not rely on computer-
generated ideas. Any direct use of AI-generated materials submitted as your own work will 
be treated as plagiarism and reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict 
Resolution (OSCCR). 

Copyright Statement for Course Materials. All materials used in this course are protected 
by copyright law. The course materials are only for the use of students currently enrolled in 
this course and only for the purpose of this course. They may not be further disseminated. 

 
Language of Papers. While all discussion postings must be in English for everyone to be 
able to understand and benefit from these exchanges, the weekly papers and final paper 
can be submitted in Spanish or English to your professor.  
 
Citing and Referencing. ALL your assignments (papers AND main discussion posts) should 
contain a full acknowledgement of the sources used, including in-text citations and 
references. You need to cite in text the page numbers following this pattern: (author/s, 
year, p.#). For example, for a single author cite: (Campbell, 2021, p. 34). For two authors, 

about:blank
about:blank
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cite: (Velasco Ortiz & Contreras, 2011, pp. 19-20). When using an eBook that does not have 
page numbers, cite the location instead -i.e., (Campbell, 2021, loc. #). If citing content 
from an audio/visual resource, include the minutes and seconds. A more extended guide is 
available inside the course in Blackboard. For the references list at the end of your papers 
and main posts, follow the APA 7th style. For guidance and examples, consult 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_g
uide/general_format.html You do not need to format your entire papers in APA 7th, just 
your references list.  
 
“Attendance” / Participation in an Online Course. While the course will be largely 
conducted in an asynchronous mode (students can participate and submit work from 
anywhere at any hour of the day), it is not a self-paced course. The course schedule will 
be strictly adhered to, both in the activities for each unit and in the submission of work. 
Students are responsible for reading all instructions and assignments carefully, and for 
paying special attention to due dates. 
 
Attendance in an on-line course consists of prompt fulfillment of all class activities. 
Students are responsible for reading all assignments in the time frame indicated and 
completing all activities (discussions, papers) within the announced time span. Exceptions 
will be made ONLY for documented medical emergencies. 
 
There will be a few synchronous meetings throughout the semester to engage with our 
local community and international collaboration partners. You are strongly encouraged to 
attend these meeting if your schedule allows.  
 
The teamwork assignments require that you engage with your team members to set goals, 
distribute and complete the tasks for the course. Students can choose the platform and 
work mode (synchronous/asynchronous for them to complete the work in a timely manner. 
 
Due dates and Late Submission Policy. All deadlines are on the course schedule. Late 
submissions will incur a deduction of 10% per each day they are late up to a maximum of 
30% or 3-days. After that, your submissions will not be graded. Please plan your work 
schedule carefully. The course computer will mark submissions as “late” once passed 
their due times. And I use this as a reference. Therefore, submit your work with time to 
spare. Do not wait until the last minute. 
 
Course Drop Out. I do not drop students from the class. Students need to be aware of 
course withdrawals due dates. You can find the information at the Registration and 
Records office. If you do not, you are at risk of receiving an “F” for the course.  
 
Accommodations and Auxiliary Services. The University is committed to providing 
reasonable accommodations and auxiliary services to students, staff, faculty, job 
applicants, applicants for admissions, and other beneficiaries of University programs, 
services and activities with documented disabilities in order to provide them with equal 
opportunities to participate in programs, services, and activities in compliance with 
sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, and the Americans 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/registrar/students/registration.html
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/registrar/students/registration.html
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with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 and the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments 
Act (ADAAA) of 2008. Students who become pregnant or have parenting responsibilities 
may also request reasonable accommodations. Reasonable accommodations will be 
made unless it is determined that doing so would cause undue hardship on the University. 
The UTEP Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) will process requests 
for accommodations based on a disability, pregnancy, or parenting. Contact the Center for 
Accommodations and Support Services at 915-747-5148, email them at cass@utep.edu, 
or apply for accommodations online via the CASS portal. 
 
 
COURSE RESOURCES. Where you can go for help. 
 UTEP provides a variety of student services and support. Please refer to the QR code 
below for a listing of campus resources or visit 
https://www.utep.edu/advising/student_resources/student-success-resource-hub.html. 
 

 

mailto:cass@utep.edu

