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Course Syllabus 

The Border | LABS 3301 | CRN: 33081 
Summer 1 2026 | 100% Online (asynchronous) 

June 8 – July 3, 2026 

Instructor: Dr. Silvia Torezani 

Email: satorezani@utep.edu  

Preferred Course Communication: please use Blackboard Messages for course 

communication. 

Ph.: (915) 747-6829 

Virtual Office Hours: Wednesday 2-3 pm. Alternative times can be arranged by sending a 
Blackboard message to the instructor. 

Course Description 
Borders shape our world in significant ways—geographically, politically, culturally, and 

socially. In this course, we will explore borders not only as physical dividers but also as 

spaces where different systems, communities, and ideas interact. While the primary focus is 

on the U.S.-Mexico border, we will also examine examples from other regions to understand 

broader patterns and challenges. 

Students will be encouraged to think critically and comparatively about the forces that 

influence how borders are formed, maintained, and experienced. Through readings, 

discussions, and collaborative projects, we will analyze a range of perspectives on border-

related issues, including migration, policy, and regional development. 

This course is designed to support thoughtful inquiry and respectful dialogue. All students 

are expected to contribute to a constructive learning environment where complex topics 

can be explored with academic integrity and mutual respect. 

Course Objectives 
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

• Analyze the historical, political, and social factors that shape the development and 

function of borders. 

• Compare different border regions and evaluate the challenges and strategies 

associated with border management. 

• Interpret the impact of borders on migration, trade, and regional cooperation. 

• Develop clear, evidence-based arguments in written and collaborative assignments. 

mailto:satorezani@utep.edu
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• Engage in respectful, informed discussions on complex topics related to borders 

and borderlands. 

Required Texts 
You are not required to purchase a textbook for this course. All necessary readings will be 

provided through Blackboard (Bb) and the UTEP Library. Readings on Bb will be available 

as downloadable PDF files and labeled in the order they are assigned (e.g., R1 for Reading 1, 

R2, R3, etc.). Required book chapters are fully accessible and licensed for download via the 

UTEP Library. Please refer to the course schedule inside Bb for specific reading 

assignments. 

Required Reading List  
Ganster, P., & Collins, K. (2021). The U.S.-Mexican Border Today: Conflict and Cooperation in 
Historical Perspective (4th ed.). Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. (Selected chapter, R1) 
 
Alvarez, C. J. (2019). Border land, border water: A history of construction on the US-Mexico 
divide. University of Texas Press. (Selected chapter, R2) 
 
Traphagen, M. (2021). The Border Wall in Arizona and New Mexico. Wildlife Networks. 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/8532c503c2084293bb8847407245228d (R3) 
 
Allen, T., Dobbin, C., & Morten, M. (2019). Border walls (NBER Working Paper No. 25267). 
National Bureau of Economic Research. https://doi.org/10.3386/w25267 (R4)  
 
Campbell, H. (2021). Downtown Juárez: Underworlds of violence and abuse. University of 
Texas Press. (Selected chapter, R5) 
 
Payan, T., & Rodríguez-Sánchez, J. I. (2024). Feeding America: How immigrants sustain US 
agriculture. Baker Institute for Public Policy. 
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/research/feeding-america-how-immigrants-sustain-us-
agriculture (R6) 
 
López, J. L. (2020). Together and apart: transnational life in the US–Mexico border region. 
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 46(1), 242–259. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2018.1523003 (R7) 
 
Velasco Ortiz, L., & Contreras, O. F. (2014). The Border as a Life Experience: Identities, 
Asymmetry and Border Crossing between Mexico and the United States. Special Issue, 
26(3), 37–56. (Selected chapter, R8) 
 

Supplemental Readings 

Collins, K. and Kohout, M. (2020).  Regional Geographies of the US-Mexico Border. 
Geography and Environmental Studies Faculty Publications. 6. 
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/geog-enviro-publications/6 
 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/8532c503c2084293bb8847407245228d
https://doi.org/10.3386/w25267
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/research/feeding-america-how-immigrants-sustain-us-agriculture
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/research/feeding-america-how-immigrants-sustain-us-agriculture
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2018.1523003
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/geog-enviro-publications/6
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Haines, K., O. Temby, J. Heyman, M. J. Brown, F. Forman, C. Fuller, D. Kim, A. S. Mayer, and A. 
Racelis. (2024). Water challenges at the U.S.-Mexico border: learning from community and 
expert voices. Ecology and Society 29(4):35. https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-15632-290435 
Research, part of a Special Feature on Convergent Science 
 
Additional Learning Resources 

  Selected multimedia resources will be provided via each weekly folder inside Bb. These 

materials are designed to complement the core text and offer diverse perspectives on 

border-related issues. 

Assessment and Grading 
Your final grade will be based on the following components: 

 

1. Individual Discussion Posts (3 total–45%) 

Each week you will submit: 

a) One main post (approx. 200–300 words) responding to the weekly prompt. 

b) At least two replies (approx. 100 words each) to your peers’ posts. 

 

Discussion Instructions and Grading Criteria: 

 * Your main post should always be submitted first, before your reply-posts, and 

demonstrate critical engagement with the assigned readings. Replacement readings (those 

not required for each assignment will not be graded, therefore resulting in zero points).  

* All main posts should have in-text citations (author/s’ last name, year, p. #) and the full 

source details listed at the end of the post. 

* Replies should be thoughtful, respectful, and contribute meaningfully to the discussion. 

Reply posts without the corresponding main post cannot be graded.  

* Main Posts and Reply Posts are due by **Friday** night 11 PM via the corresponding 

Blackboard (Bb) discussion box. You will find the links to the discussion box inside each 

week’s folder. 

*See late submission policy under the course policies section of the syllabus. 

 

2. Group Papers (2 total–55%) 

You will work in small groups to submit two collaborative papers (approx. 1,200–1,500 

words each).  

 

Paper Instructions and Grading Criteria: 

* Each paper will explore a specific border-related topic from **multiple perspectives** 

(e.g., political, cultural, local, global, etc.). 

* Your group must **compare and contrast** these perspectives and evaluate their 

strengths and limitations. 

* As with the main post, all papers should also have the corresponding in-text source 

citations and the corresponding references list at the end of the report. Papers should 

include references to course materials as well as some external scholarly sources. A list of 

suggested authoritative sources from different perspectives is provided with the 

https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-15632-290435


Summer 1 2026 | LABS 3301 | The Border | CRN: 33081 | Online 

 4 

assignment description in the week’s folder in Bb.  

* Each student will need to make clear their contribution to the assignment by including a 

personal reflection of the materials discussed with your peers. 

* The papers should have the following details: 

• Relevant title 

• The names of all students who contributed to the assignment 

• The key points of discussion, including comparative approach 

• Individual learning reflection of each student 

• References list and in-text citations 

• Be formatted as a “.docx file” (ONLY), Times New Roman ft. 12, and double spaced. 
 
* The first paper is due on Sunday of Week 2, 11 PM and is worth 25% of the total graded 
for the course. The second paper is due on Sunday of Week 4, 11 PM and is worth 30% of 
the total grade for the course.  
*See late submission policy under the course policies section of the syllabus. 

3. Participation & Engagement (10%) includes: 
* Active involvement in group work 
* Consistent engagement in class discussions (if synchronous) 
* Timely communication with the instructor and peers 
* Graded on an ongoing basis. Missing assignments or submitting incomplete assignments 
will affect students’ participation and engagement grade.  

Extra Credit Opportunities 

Synchronous weekly office hour, worth 6% of the total grade (1.5% per session x 4 

sessions), are live Zoom sessions where you can ask questions about the content and 

assignments and interact with your peers.  

Asynchronous Option: If you cannot attend, you are welcome to submit questions ahead 

of time. They will be answered asynchronously—either via a private Blackboard message 

or as a class-wide announcement if the topic benefits everyone. Please note that 

asynchronous participation does not qualify for extra credit. 

*Course Evaluation Survey (3%): This survey is administered directly by the 

university. Once active, a dedicated assignment box with instructions will open, and the 

instructor will post a reminder announcement. Please note the university's strict open and 

close dates. 

Note on Extra Credit: To earn extra credit, you must attend the live Zoom sessions in 

real-time. Because these opportunities are strictly optional and meant to reward live 

interaction, exceptions will not be granted for missing the live window. 

Grading Scale 
A = 90% and above | B = 80% - 89.9% | C = 70% - 79.9% |D = 60% - 69.9% | F = 59.9% or below  
 

 



Summer 1 2026 | LABS 3301 | The Border | CRN: 33081 | Online 

 5 

Course Communications and Problem Solving 
• Course announcements should be the first thing you see when you log onto the course 
website. Please read these and keep up to date—important information will be 
communicated to you through these announcements. 
 
• Dr. Torezani can be contacted via Blackboard messages (within the course). Only if 
there were technical issues with Bb, try the step email: satorezani@utep.edu. But use Bb. 
Messages in the first instance.  
 
Dr. Torezani cannot provide technical help. For technical help, see the next section.  
 

Technology Requirements 
Course content is delivered via the Internet through the Blackboard learning management 
system. Ensure your UTEP e-mail account is working and that you have access to the 
internet and a stable web browser. Google Chrome and Mozilla Firefox are the best 
browsers for Blackboard; other browsers may cause complications. When having technical 
difficulties, update your browser, clear your cache, or try switching to another browser. 
Check that your computer hardware and software are up-to-date and able to access all parts 
of the course.  
 
You will need to have access to a computer/laptop. You will need to download or update the 
following software: Microsoft Office. If you do not have a word-processing software, you can 
download Word and other Microsoft Office programs (including Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook 
and more) for free via UTEP’s Microsoft Office Portal. Click the following link for more 
information about Microsoft Office 365 and follow the instructions. 
 
 

Technology Support Help Desk 

Phone: 915.747.4357 (HELP) |Email: helpdesk@utep.edu | Website: helpdesk.utep.edu 
Students can also email blackboard@utep.edu for help. 
 
If you encounter technical difficulties beyond your scope of troubleshooting, please contact 
the UTEP Help Desk as they are trained specifically in assisting with the technological needs 
of students. Please do not contact me for this type of help. The Help Desk is much better 
equipped than I am to assist you!  

Course Schedule 
Week Required Materials  Assignments Due Dates 

1 R1, R2, and audiovisual 
resources (see Bb) 

Individual Discussion posts 
(main and replies) 

6/12 11 PM via Bb. 

2 R3, R4, and audiovisual 
resources (see Bb) 

*Individual Discussion posts 
(main and replies) 
 
**Group paper (1) 

*6/19 11 PM via Bb. 
**6/21 11 PM via 
Bb. 

3 R5, R6, and audiovisual 
resources (see Bb) 

Individual Discussion posts 
(main and replies) 

6/26 11PM via Bb. 

mailto:satorezani@utep.edu
https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/servicecatalog/software_pages/soft_microsoftoffice365.html
mailto:helpdesk@utep.edu
http://helpdesk.utep.edu/
mailto:blackboard@utep.edu
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4 R7, R8, audiovisual 
resources (see Bb), and 
independent team-
based library research 

 
Group paper (2) 

7/3 11 PM via Bb. 

 
Extra Credit 

• Course Evaluation Survey 
(3%) 

See instructions in the week 4 
folder in Bb. 

7/3 11 PM via Bb. 

 

Class Policies 
1. Netiquette 

This course involves discussion of complex and sometimes sensitive topics. All students are 

expected to engage respectfully with one another, listen actively, and contribute 

thoughtfully. To ensure a positive and productive learning environment, please follow these 

guidelines for your online discussions, group work, and communications with others in the 

class, in general: 

a. Be respectful of differing opinions and experiences. Engage constructively. It is 

great to ask questions, offer insights, and build on others’ ideas. But if you disagree 

with a point of view, do so respectfully and support your points with evidence. 

b. Stay on topic. Keep your posts and replies relevant to the discussion prompt or 

assignment. 

c. Use clear and professional language. Write in full sentences and avoid excessive 

slang or abbreviations. Proofread your messages for clarity and tone before 

posting. 

d. Protect privacy. Do not share personal information about yourself or others. Keep 

course discussions within the class unless otherwise permitted. 

 2. Attendance and Participation 

Active participation is essential, especially in a condensed 4-week format. Students are 

expected to engage consistently in discussions and group work.  

 

3. Late Work 

Late submissions incur deductions of 10% per day up to a maximum of 3 days past the 

deadline (or up to 30%). Assignments submitted after this time will not be graded. 

Extensions will be considered on a case-by-case basis for documented emergencies. These 

do not include a broken computer, or social or family commitments, for instance. However, 

if you anticipate missing a deadline because of an exceptional circumstance, you must notify 

the instructor in advance to make alternative arrangements.  

 

4. Academic Integrity 

All work must be your own (or your group’s, for collaborative assignments). Plagiarism, 

fabrication, or any form of academic dishonesty will result in disciplinary action in 
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accordance with university policy https://www.utep.edu/hoop/section-2/student-conduct-

and-discipline.html  

 AI prohibited: Use of AI technologies or automated tools, particularly generative AI 
such as ChatGPT or DALL-E, is not allowed for assignments in this class. Each student is 
expected to use critical and creative thinking skills to complete tasks and not rely on 
computer-generated ideas. Any direct use of AI-generated materials submitted as your own 
work will be treated as plagiarism and reported to the Office of Student Conduct and 
Conflict Resolution (OSCCR). 
 
5. Logging into Blackboard 
It is students’ responsibility to check the course platform (Bb) regularly for content, 
guidelines, etc., as well as your email for announcements. I aim to respond to messages 
within 24 hours on weekdays.  
 
6. Language of Papers. While all discussion postings must be in English for everyone to 
understand and benefit from these exchanges, the team papers can be submitted in Spanish 
or English to your professor, provided all team members are in agreement. 
 
7. Accessibility and Accommodations 
If you have a documented disability or require accommodations, please contact the Center 
for Accommodations and Support Services at 915-747-5148, email them at cass@utep.edu, 
or apply for accommodations online via the CASS portal. Inform your instructor as early as 
possible so appropriate arrangements can be made. 
 
8. Course Drop Out. I do not drop students from the class. Students need to be aware of 
course withdrawals due dates. You can find the information at the Registration and Records 
office. If you do not, you are at risk of receiving an “F” for the course. 
 

Course Resources. Where you can go for help. 

 UTEP provides a variety of student services and support. Please refer to the QR code below 
for a listing of campus resources or visit 
https://www.utep.edu/advising/student_resources/student-success-resource-hub.html  
 

 

https://www.utep.edu/hoop/section-2/student-conduct-and-discipline.html
https://www.utep.edu/hoop/section-2/student-conduct-and-discipline.html
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:cass@utep.edu
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/registrar/students/registration.html
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/registrar/students/registration.html
https://www.utep.edu/advising/student_resources/student-success-resource-hub.html
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