
American Society 

Fall 2025 

Syllabus 

 

Course Number: SOCI - 1301 CRN – 007 CRN: 11226 

Time: TR 1:30-2:50 pm 

Location: Old Main 201 

 

Instructor: Raoul Tayou Tayou 

Email: rtayoutayou@utep.edu 

Office: Old Main 309 or Virtual   

Office Hours: Tuesdays 8-10 am or by appointment 

 

Required materials 

1. OpenStax Introduction to Sociology 3e. This is a free textbook and can be accessed at: 

https://openstax.org/details/books/introduction-sociology-3e 

  

• This book is referred to as “Soc 3e” in the course schedule. 

 

To deepen your knowledge: 

2. Reproduction and Society: Interdisciplinary Readings. Edited by Carole Joffe, Jennifer Reich 

2nd Edition, eBook Published 29 May 2025 

DOI https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003272922    ISBN : 9781003272922 

Subjects: Health and Social Care, Social Sciences 

         You will be provided with relevant information in class 

Course Description 

This course introduces students to the sociological perspective and teaches them to think 

critically about society. This will be accomplished by studying sociological concepts based on 

social theory and research on groups, social processes, social inequalities, and social institutions. 

We will apply these concepts to gain a deeper understanding of the world around us. To best 

apply social theory, we will use a medical sociology lens on the issue of what influences 

reproduction in the United States. 

Sociological Objectives 

• Students develop a sociological perspective to examine ourselves, others, groups, and 

society 

mailto:rtayoutayou@utep.edu
https://openstax.org/details/books/introduction-sociology-3e
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/search?contributorName=Jennifer%20Reich&contributorRole=editor&redirectFromPDP=true&context=ubx
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003272922


• Students understand the sociological concepts and contemporary issues concerning the 

social construction of race, ethnicity, gender, social status, economic class, and 

reproduction. 

• Students become familiar with multiple types of social institutions (economic systems, 

health, etc.) and their evolution over time 

• Students develop a critical understanding of how large-scale social institutions shape our 

lives and the society in which we live 

Content-specific Objectives 

• Understand the medicalization of women’s bodies 

• Understand the economic, political, and social forces that shape reproductive health 

decisions 

• Demonstrate critical thinking in writing 

  

As a requirement of this class, you must regularly check your announcement on 

Blackboard. Blackboard is where I will post class announcements and assignments. The 

syllabus and any supplementary course materials will be posted there, along with your grades 

after each assignment. If you have a question about the course that is not clearly stated in the 

syllabus, please e-mail me directly. 

 

Grading 

Assessment       Grade Percent 

- Ice Breaker (available on Blackboard) + Class Participation                  10% 

- Quizzes                     20% 

Quizzes are available in the book. You must send me your replies via email at 

rtayoutayou@utep.edu by 11:59 PM each Sunday. 

All quizzes will cover material from the Introduction to Sociology 3e book only.  

- Group Brainstorming Activities       15% 

In-class; throughout the semester. Group assignments cannot be made up. 

- Short Answer Reading Responses                15% 

Homework for this course will be taken in the form of short-answer reading responses. To 

develop your critical thinking skills and be an active reader, you are required to write a short 

answer reading response on each assigned topic. This will be a typed, one (1) page (double-

spaced) reflection. This will be due every Monday at 11:59 pm. 



If you turn in your assignment late, 5% will be deducted for each day it is late. 

Your short answer reading response needs to be written in essay form, with generally good 

grammar and mechanics, so that your ideas are organized and understandable to your readers.  

- Final Paper (details will be provided on Blackboard) 

      Final Paper Draft       10% 

      Final Paper        10% 

In-class Presentation of Final Paper Topic   10% 

Reviews of classmates’ Presentations    10% 

The course will be graded on a standard scale: 90+ =A, 80-89 =B, 70-79 =C, 60-69 D, 59 

and below is an F. “Satisfactory” is a 70% or above. 

  

Tips for Success 

• If you are having a problem with the class, let the instructor know as soon as possible. It 

is challenging to address an issue from week 4 when you notify us in week 14.  

• Do all assignments. Even if you think it’s not your best work, a 5 out of 10 is still better 

than a 0 out of 10. Those little points add up and give you a better grade than if you do 

nothing. You will also gain more from the class and have a better overall understanding if 

you engage with the materials.  

• Utilise the University Writing Center. Points are not deducted for poor writing on short 

answer assignments (but they are on the final paper), but if we cannot understand what 

you’re saying, we cannot give you a good grade. Even if you think you’re a good writer, 

it’s worth checking out, as there is always more to learn.  

• Take advantage of Extra Credit opportunities where possible. Those little points here and 

there make a big difference!  

 

 SEMESTER CALENDAR  

Week Dates Readings Due Assignments 

Week 1: Intro 8/26,  

 

 

8/28 

Syllabus and class overview  

 

 

SOC 3e, Ch. 1  

Ice breaker/ Due 8/26/25 at 1 

PM  

 

Quiz: Soc 3e Chapter 1 



Week 2: 

Culture 

9/2,  

 

9/4 

SOC 3e, Ch. 3 

 

 

 

Quiz: Soc 3e Chapter 3 

 

Week 3: 

Deviance 

9/9,  

 

9/11 

SOC 3e, Ch. 7 

 

 

 

 

 

Quiz: Soc 3e Chapter 7 

Week 4: Race 

& Ethnicity 

9/17,  

 

9/19 

SOC 3e, Ch. 11 

 

 

 

Quiz: Soc 3e Chapter 11 

 

Week 5: 

Gender, Sex, 

and Sexuality 

9/23,  

 

9/25 

SOC 3e, Ch. 12 

 

 

 

Quiz: Soc 3e Chapter 12 

 

Week 6: 

Groups and 

Organization 

9/30,  

 

10/2 

SOC 3e, Ch. 6 

 

 

 

Quiz: Soc 3e Chapter 6 

 

Week 7: Health 

& Medicine 

10/7,  

 

10/9 

SOC 3e, Ch. 19 

 

 

 

Quiz: Soc 3e Chapter 19 

 

Week 8: Media 

and 

Technology  

10/14,  

 

 

10/16 

SOC 3e, Ch. 8  

Quiz: Soc 3e Chapter 8 

Week 9: 

Research Week 

10/21, 10/23   

GUESS SPEAKER 

 

Week 10: Gov’t 

and Politics 

10/28,  

 

10/30 

SOC 3e, Ch. 17  

 

Quiz: Soc 3e Chapter 17 

 



Week 11: 

Work & 

Economy 

11/4,  

 

11/6 

SOC 3e, Ch. 18 

 

 

 

Quiz: Soc 3e Chapter 18 

 

Week 12: 

Relationships, 

Marriage & 

Family 

11/11,  

 

11/13 

 

SOC 3e, Ch.14 

 

 

Quiz: Soc 3e Chapter 14  

 

 

Week 13: 

Education 

11/18, 11/20 SOC 3e, Ch. 16 Quiz: Soc 3e Chapter 16 

Paper Draft Due 

 

Week 14: 

Social 

Movements 

and Social 

Change 

11/25 Soc 3e, Ch 21 

 

 

 

Quiz: Soc 3e Ch 21 

 

Week 15: 

Population, 

Urbanization, 

and the 

Environment 

12/2,  

 

12/4 

Soc 3e, Ch. 20 

 

 

Quiz: Soc 3e Ch 20 

In-Class Presentations 

Finals Dec 11  Final Paper Due 

 

 

 

 

Online Etiquette:  Unprofessional behaviour or cyber-harassment will not be tolerated. This 

includes cyberbullying, cyberstalking, and flaming.  

Drop Policy: We will NOT drop students from the course. If a student chooses to drop the 

course, it is the student's responsibility to do so. Failure to do so will result in a grade of "F" for 

the course. 

Making up work: You may submit work late, but you lose 5% off the grade every day that it is 

late. 

 

Academic Integrity 



This course is based on the principle of academic integrity. Students are responsible for their 

academic behaviour and for making themselves fully aware of UTEP’s policies. Academic 

dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation of the UTEP Handbook of Operating 

Procedures. It includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, and collusion. Cheating may 

involve copying from or providing information to another student and possessing unauthorized 

materials during a test. Plagiarism occurs when someone intentionally or knowingly represents 

the words or ideas of another person as one's own. And, collusion involves collaborating with 

another person to commit any academically dishonest act.  Any act of academic dishonesty 

attempted by a UTEP student is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Violations will be taken 

seriously and will be referred to the Dean of Students’ Office for disciplinary action. In addition 

to receiving a failing grade in the class, the student may be suspended or expelled from UTEP for 

such actions. Further information can be gained from the UTEP Dean of Students’ web page. Go 

to http://www.utep.edu/dos/, then click the Student Conduct tab on the top. 

Recording 

As protected by FERPA, recordings of class cannot be shared outside of class in any form. 

Violation of this restriction by a student could lead to Student Misconduct proceedings. 

 

Disability 

Any student with a disability that may prevent them from fully demonstrating their abilities 

should contact the instructors as soon as possible to discuss the accommodations necessary to 

ensure full participation and facilitate educational opportunity. If you have a disability and need 

classroom accommodations, don't hesitate to get in touch with The Center for Accommodations 

and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148, or by email to cass@utep.edu, or visit their office 

located in UTEP Union East, Room 106.  For additional information, please visit the CASS 

website at www.sa.utep.edu/cass. This should be done within the first 2 weeks of classes. 

 

Title IX Statement 

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX) prohibits discrimination based on sex 

in education programs or activities operated by recipients of Federal financial assistance. Sexual 

harassment of students, which includes acts of sexual violence, is a form of sex discrimination 

prohibited by Title IX. Sexual violence refers to physical sexual acts perpetrated against a 

person's will or where a person is incapable of giving consent due to the victim's use of drugs or 

alcohol. An individual also may be unable to give consent due to an intellectual or other 

disability.  



Several different acts fall into the category of sexual violence, including rape, sexual assault, 

sexual battery, sexual coercion, stalking, and relationship violence.  All such acts of sexual 

violence are forms of sexual harassment covered under Title IX. 

Per Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, UTEP does not discriminate based on sex in 

the operation of its educational programs and activities.  This commitment to non-discrimination 

applies to both employment in and admission to such programs and activities. [Link to full text at 

http://admin.utep.edu/Default.aspx?tabid=68750] 

 

 


