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Research for Classroom Teacher  
 

TED 5300-12010, Fall 2014 
 

Department of Teacher Education  
College of Education 

University of Texas at El Paso 
 

Class meeting time: Wednesdays, 5:30 pm –8:20 pm  
Class meeting place: Room 405, UTEP Education Building  
Instructor: Dr. Pei-Ling Hsu  
Office: Room 606, UTEP Education Building 
Phone: (915) 747-6446 
E-mail: phsu3@utep.edu 
Office Hours: 2pm-5pm on Thursdays; by appointments 
 
Course Description  

This course is to provide teachers with knowledge and tools to conduct action research in classrooms. 
Designing and implementing action research activities in classrooms are at the core of this course. 
Students are provided with opportunities to learn, evaluate, design, and implement research-based 
activities. As a result, students will be able to plan and conduct an empirical project that partners with 
different collaborators in enhancing teaching and learning in classrooms. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes: 

 The course is designed to help students to become competent teachers who can reflect on their 
own teaching practice and improve teaching through action research. At the end of the course, 
successful students will be able to: 
  
1) Explain and appreciate unique features of action research 
2) Understand and apply research-based knowledge and skills 
3) Identify and evaluate various resources to support action research 
4) Understand and implement TEKS standards for teaching and learning 
5) Design and implement a quality action research project  
6) Develop the ability to reflect self-teaching for improvement 
7) Collaborate with other educators to create the best learning opportunities for their students 
8) Evaluate quality of other researchers’ action research projects 

 
* Assessment of course objectives will be accomplished by assessing the student’s course 
assignments and participation. 

 
Readings and Handouts  

1) Reading 1: Identify a problem and create an action plan (p.1-33). Nugent, G., Malik, S., 
Hollingsworth, S. (2012). A practical guide to action research for literacy 
educators. International Reading Association, Washington, DC. 

2) Reading 2: Enact the plan and collect data (p.34-71). Nugent, G., Malik, S., Hollingsworth, S. 
(2012). A practical guide to action research for literacy educators. International 
Reading Association, Washington, DC. 

3) Reading 3: Experiment design. Friedman, A. (Ed.). (2008). Framework for evaluating 
impacts of informal science education projects. Washington D.C.: National 
Science Foundation. 
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4) Reading 4: Maxwell, J. A. (1992). Understanding and validity in qualitative research. 
Harvard Educational Review, 62 (3), pp. 279-300. 

 
* Additional handouts will be made available in classes. These documents play key roles in 
guiding your assignments and projects. Changes may be made in classes. Please make sure you 
read these documents in time. 

 
Other useful texts you may read for conducting your action research: 

• Johnson, A.P. (2008). A short guide to action research (3rd ed.). Boston: Allyn & Bacon. 
• Mertler, C.A. (2009). Action research: Teachers as researchers in the classroom. Thousand Oaks, 

CA: Sage. 
• Mills, G.E. (2007). Action research: A guide for the teacher researcher (3rd ed.). Upper Saddle 

River, NJ: Merrill/Prentice Hall. 
 
Resources 

• Blogger: http://www.blogger.com 
• WordPress: http://wordpress.org 
• National Academies Press: http://www.nap.edu/ 
• Assessments Tools in Informal Science (ATIS): http://www.pearweb.org/atis/ 
• Texas Education Agency (TEA): http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index.aspx 
• Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS): http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=6148 

 
Principles for this Course 

• Theory and Practice Integration 
In the course, theoretical and practical perspectives on action research are pursued and discussed. 
Students are informed by both perspectives to learn strategies to design their projects in ways that 
work best for their students. The experience of theory and practice integration can help students 
to experience a lifelong learning model that can benefit their teaching careers for a long run. 

• Community of Practice 
Community of practice is a concept that depicts how people work together for their common 
interests and learn from each other’s expertise to develop themselves personally and 
professionally. To form a community of practice in this course, students are provided with 
various opportunities to communicate their opinions, share their learning, and help each other 
improve. In particular, Blogging is served as a tool that strives students to prepare themselves, 
help each other, and collaborate to achieve individual’s project.  

• Service Learning 
Service learning is a teaching method that aims to enrich learning experience and strengthen 
communities through services. This course invites students to design an action research project 
for students to contribute what they learn in UTEP back to El Paso communities, including 
middle school teachers, students, families, schools, etc. The implementation of the project in the 
course not only can help students learn but also serve the El Paso community in a meaningful 
way. 

 
Assignments 

The following assignments are designed to help students become competent teachers and achieve 
different objectives below. 

 
1. Knowledge Enrichment (44%) 

Objectives: 
• Explain and appreciate unique features of action research 
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• Understand and apply research-based knowledge and skills 
• Identify and evaluate various resources to support action research 
 
In this course, each student will read one book, read and analyze journal papers, and create a free 
public blog (e.g., Blogger [http:// www.blogger.com], WordPress [http:// wordpress.org]) to 
record his or her learning journey in this course. Each student can produce and collect all kinds of 
relevant information in their blogs.  
 

(1) Blogging Reading Reflection 1-4 (16%, each reflection is worth 4%) 
Each student will post four reflections of corresponding reading (Reading 1, 2, 3, & 4) in his/her 
blog according to the schedule. The titles for the reflection posts should be “Course assignment - 
Reflection 1,” “Course assignment - Reflection 2,” etc. Each reflection should include (1) 
summary of the reading (minimum: 250 words), and (2) ideas for his/her own possible projects 
(minimum: 250 words). For example, how might you identify a problem? What might your action 
plan look like? How might you collect data? How might you analyze your data and present your 
result?  

(2) Responses to Other Classmates’ Blogs (8%, this grade will be given proportionally in the 
middle and at the end of the semester) 
The instructor will post students’ blog address in Blackboard (and her website: 
http://utminers.utep.edu/phsu3/phsu3/home.html). Each student will respond to at least 3 other 
classmates’ blogs weekly. Each response should: (1) identify merits, (2) suggest ideas for 
improvements, and (3) end the response with a question. Each week, each student will choose 
different people each time. The due time for comments each week is every Monday at 8:00am 
and the minimum of a response is 100 words. 

(3) Relevant Blog Information (4%) 
Each student will add relevant information to enrich his/her blog in a coherent manner in terms of 
her/his project/interest. For example, learning log, journaling, relevant YouTube Videos, project 
ideas, project pictures, articles, proposal, report, etc. 

(4) Journal Paper 1 (1%) 
Each students will select one action research journal paper (journal paper 1) that is relevant to 
her/his project ideas AND B-email the pdf file of the “journal paper 1” to all. 

(5) Analysis for Journal Paper 1 (3%) 
Each student will analyze journal paper 1 and summarize its key features using “Template01-
Analysis for Journal Paper 1”. The analysis of “journal paper 1” (minimum 500 words) is 
submitted to the corresponding assignment section in Blackboard.  

(6) Presentation for Journal Paper 1 (4%) 
Each student will present his/her analysis for journal paper 1 in classes. The presentation (15 
minutes) should be able to address two questions: (1) “what the project in journal paper 1 is 
about?” (2) “how does this project in journal paper 1 identify a problem and what is their action 
plan?” A presentation powerpoint file should be submitted to the corresponding assignment 
section through the BLACKBOARD system and a paper-copy (format: 3 powerpoint slides per 
page) of this powerpoint file should be handed in to the instructor before the class on their 
presentation day. The most updated presentation schedule can be found in Blackboard. 

(7) Journal Paper 2 (1%) 
Each students will select one action research journal paper (journal paper 2) that is relevant to 
her/his project ideas AND B-email the pdf file of the “journal paper 2” to all. 

(8) Analysis for Journal Paper 2 (3%) 
Each student will analyze journal paper 1 and summarize its key features using “Template02-
Analysis for Journal Paper 2”. The analysis of “journal paper 2” (minimum 500 words) is 
submitted to the corresponding assignment section in Blackboard. 

(9) Presentation for Journal Paper 2 (4%) 
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Each student will present his/her analysis for journal paper 2 in classes. The presentation (15 
minutes) should be able to address two questions: (1) “what the project in journal paper 2 is 
about?” (2) “how does the project in journal paper 2 analyze their data and present their results?” 
A presentation powerpoint file should be submitted to the corresponding assignment section 
through the BLACKBOARD system and a paper-copy of this powerpoint file should be handed 
in to the instructor before the class on their presentation day. The most updated presentation 
schedule can be found in Blackboard. 
 

2. Research-Based Proposal (16%) 
Objectives: 
• Explain and appreciate unique features of action research 
• Understand and apply research-based knowledge and skills 
• Identify and evaluate various resources to support action research 
• Understand and implement TEKS standards for teaching and learning 

 
In this course, each student will propose an action research project that at least has one 
collaborator (e.g., teacher, zoo, museum) and serves 10 participants (e.g., students, families).  

(1) Proposal (8%) 
Each student writes an action research project proposal that corresponds to TEKS. Students are 
encouraged to apply the knowledge learned in readings to propose an action research project. A 
project proposal is written to show the rationale and plan for implementing the project. Students 
are provided with “Template03-Project Proposal” to fill out. The project proposal (minimum 
1000 words) is submitted to the corresponding assignment section in Blackboard AND B-email 
the proposal to all at least one week before oral presentations. 

(2) Proposal presentation (4%) 
Each student will present his/her proposal in classes (15 minutes each). A presentation 
powerpoint file should be submitted to the corresponding assignment section through the 
BLACKBOARD system and a paper-copy of this powerpoint file should be handed in to the 
instructor before the class on their presentation day. The most updated presentation schedule can 
be found in Blackboard. 

(3) Critic presentation (4%) 
Each student will evaluate a project proposal designed by other students and present its merits 
and suggestions for improvements. A presentation powerpoint file should be submitted to the 
corresponding assignment section through the BLACKBOARD system and a paper-copy of this 
powerpoint file should be handed in to the instructor before the class on their presentation day. 
The most updated presentation schedule can be found in Blackboard. 
 

3. Project Implementation and Report (28%) 
Objectives: 
• Explain and appreciate unique features of action research 
• Understand and apply research-based knowledge and skills 
• Identify and evaluate various resources to support action research 
• Understand and implement TEKS standards for teaching and learning 
• Design and implement a quality action research project  
• Develop the ability to reflect self-teaching for improvement 
• Collaborate with other educators to create the best learning opportunities for their students 
• Evaluate quality of other researchers’ action research projects 
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In this course, each student will implement a research-based project that at least has one 
collaborator (e.g., teacher, zoo, museum) and serves 10 participants (e.g., students, families). The 
result of the project will be written in a report and orally presented in the class. 

 
(1) Project report draft (8%) 

Each student writes an action research project report that presents the result of their project 
proposal implementation. Students are provided with “Template04-Project Report” to fill out. 
The project report (minimum 3000 words) is submitted to the assignment section AND B-email it 
to all at least one week before the class for sharing written reviews. These word limits do not 
include the content of the appendixes. You may include as many appendixes as you like. 

(2) Project written review (8%) 
Each student reviews two other classmates’ project report drafts and provides feedback 
(minimum 500 words) for improvements. Students are provided with “Template05-Written 
review” to fill out. Each written review may include but not limit to (1) praise for merits, (2) 
identifications of weakness, and (3) ideas and suggestions for improvements. The project written 
review should be submitted to the corresponding assignment section through the 
BLACKBOARD system and a paper-copy of this project written review should be brought to the 
class on the project review day. 

(3) Final project report presentation (4%) 
Each student will present his/her project report in classes (15 minutes presentation). A 
presentation powerpoint file should be submitted to the corresponding assignment section through 
the BLACKBOARD system and a paper-copy of this powerpoint file should be handed in to the 
instructor before the class on their presentation day. The most updated presentation schedule can 
be found in Blackboard. 

(4) Project report: 4% 
Students revise and improve their project report draft according to the feedback they receive from 
the instructor and the class in the project report presentation. The project report should be 
submitted to the corresponding assignment section through the BLACKBOARD system in time. 

(5) Project reflection: 4% 
Students will write a reflection (minimum 600 words, using “Template06-Project reflection”) on 
project implementation and lessons learned in the project.  
 

4. Class attendance and participation (12%) 
Objective: 
• Understand and apply research-based knowledge and skills 
• Identify and evaluate various resources to support action research 
• Evaluate quality of other researchers’ action research projects 
 
Each week, we have different readings and topics for discussions. Students should be prepared 
and are expected to participate in the classes actively. Students are expected to attend classes on 
time, finish assignments, and participate in the course professionally. One attendance form will be 
available to be signed by individual students during the course. Students who have more than 
one absence may be dropped with an “F” (Fail). Students missing a class are responsible for 
finding help to catch up with the course, complete any exercises, readings, activities, etc.  

 
Course Requirements: 

1. Besides blogging, all electronic reports should be submitted through the BLACKBOARD system 
and use WORD files. File names should start with “your name” and end with “the assignment 
name”. There should be no space in between. Taking the name of “Isaac Newton” for example. 
Students who do not follow the rules to name files will get a 10% grade reduction.  
1. IsaacNewton-JournalPaper1.pdf 
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2. IsaacNewton-AnalysisforJournalPaper1.doc 
3. IsaacNewton-PresentationforJournalPaper1.ppt 
4. IsaacNewton-JournalPaper2.pdf 
5. IsaacNewton-AnalysisforJournalPaper2.doc 
6. IsaacNewton-PresentationforJournalPaper2.ppt 
7. IsaacNewton-Proposal.doc 
8. IsaacNewton-ProposalPresentation.ppt 
9. IsaacNewton-CriticPresentation.ppt 
10. IsaacNewton-ProjectReportDraft1.doc 
11. IsaacNewton-ProjectWrittenReview.doc 
12. IsaacNewton-ProjectReportDraft2.doc 
13. IsaacNewton-FinalProjectReportPresentation.ppt 
14. IsaacNewton-ProjectReport.doc 
15. IsaacNewton-ProjectReflection.doc 

 
2. Due time is 8:00AM, Wednesdays for ALL electronic submissions except responses to other 

classmates’ blogs (due time: 8:00am, Mondays). Delayed submissions of any assignments will 
cause grade reductions. One delay day causes 10% reduction of a deserved grade, two delay days 
causes 20% of a deserved grade, and so on. All (delayed) assignments have to be submitted 
before Dec 10. Grading Evaluations: A (90% - 100%), B (80% - 89%), C (70%-79%), D (60%-
69%) F (<60%) 
 

3. Each electronic file of assignments should not exceed 10 MB. 
 

4. Students are encouraged to take notes during the course for creating one’s own learning resources. 
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Course Schedule 
* Changes may be made during the classes. Students should follow the latest changes. 

No Date Topic Activities Assignments Due (8:00AM) 
01 Aug 27 

F2F 
Syllabus and readings, 
brainstorm ideas 

1. Syllabus 
2. Brainstorm ideas 

 

02 Sep 03 
F2F 

Syllabus test, TEKS, 
National standards 

1. Blog activity 
2. Reference 
activity  

B-email the instructor your Blog address and 
three possible problems you want to address 

03 Sep 10 Identify a problem Blog discussion Reflection 1 (Blog) 
B-email journal paper 1 to all 

04 Sep 17 Create an action plan Blog discussion Reflection 2 (Blog) 
Analysis for journal paper 1 (template 1, 
Blackboard) 

05 Sep 24 
F2F 

Journal paper 1 
Presentations – 
“Planning” 

Presentations and 
discussions 

Powerpoint (Blackboard & Print) 

06 Oct 01 Enact the plan and 
collect data 

Blog discussion Reflection 3 (Blog) 
B-email journal paper 2 to all 

07 Oct 08 
 

Report results and 
receive feedback 

Blog discussion Reflection 4 (Blog) 
Analysis for journal paper 2 (template 2, 
Blackboard) 

08 Oct 15 
F2F 

Journal paper 2 
Presentations – 
“Evaluation” 

Presentations and 
discussions 

Powerpoint (Blackboard & Print) 

09 Oct 22 Proposal Presentations and 
discussions 

Proposal (template 3, Blackboard, B-email to 
everyone) 
Response to Other Classmates’ Blogs 1 (Blog) 

10 Oct 29 
F2F 

Proposal presentations 
and critic 
presentations 

Presentations and 
discussions 

Group 1: proposal presentation powerpoint  
Group 2: critic presentation powerpoint 
(Blackboard & Print) 

11 Nov 05 
F2F 

Proposal presentations 
and critic 
presentations 

Presentations and 
discussions 

Group 2: proposal presentation powerpoint 
(Blackboard & Print) 
Group 1: critic presentation powerpoint 
(Blackboard & Print) 

12 Nov 12 Project 
implementation 

Individual meeting 
by appointments 
(optional) 

 

13 Nov 19 
 

Project 
implementation 

Individual meeting 
by appointments 
(optional) 

Project report draft (template 4, Blackboard, B-
email to all) 

14 Nov 26 
F2F 

Project draft review Review activities Project written review (template 5, Blackboard 
& Print) 

15 Dec 03 
F2F 

Project presentations Presentations and 
discussions 

Final project presentation powerpoint 
(Blackboard & Print) 

16 Dec 10   Project report (Blackboard) 
Project reflection (template 6, Blackboard) 
Response to Other Classmates’ Blogs 2 (Blog) 
Relevant blog information (Blog) 
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Appendixes: 
 

Grading Rubric for Presentations 
 76-100% 51-75% 26-50% 0-25% pts 

Clarity 

The presentation is 
well-structured, clear 
and easy to follow 

The majority of the 
presentation is easy to 
follow 

The majority of the 
presentation is 
unclear and 
confusing 

The presentation has 
no structure and 
difficult to follow 

Fruitfulness 
The presentation 
includes more than 15 
points/insights  

The presentation 
includes 10-14 
points/insights  

The presentation 
includes 5-9 
points/insights  

The presentation 
includes 1-4 points  

Validity 

These points are well 
supported with valid 
arguments and 
elaborations 

The majority of these 
points are well-
articulated 

The majority of 
these points are not 
well-articulated 

These points are not 
articulated and not 
convincing 

 
 

Grading Rubric for “Project Proposal” and “Project Report” 
 

 67-100% 34-66% 0-33% 
A.1. Project 
title 

-The title is intriguing, succinct and 
represents the project 

-The title is intriguing and 
represents the project 

-The title is intriguing but does 
not represent the project 

A.2. Problems 
and the 
importance of 
the project 

-Identify existing issues or problems 
-Draw on research-based findings to 
address the importance of the project 
-Articulate the potential of the project 
to address the existing issues and 
problems 

-Identify existing issues or 
problems 
-Loosely draw on research-based 
findings to address the importance 
of the project 
-Articulate the potential of the 
project to address the existing 
issues and problems 

-No identification of existing 
issues or problems 
-Do not address the importance 
of the project 
-The link to research is weak 

A.3. Project 
objectives 

-Concise descriptions of what 
learners are expected and able to do 
by the end of the project 
- Objective statements include a 
variety of actions verbs that address 
what learners will be able to “do” 
- There is evidence in the assessment 
section that students’ learning is 
linked to the concepts and skills 
addressed in the learning objectives. 

- Descriptions of what learners 
are expected to learn are general. 
-Most action verbs in the 
objective statements do not 
address what learners will be able 
to “do” 
-Fail to show connection with the 
assessment section. 

-The description of the learning 
objectives is vague. 
-Action verbs in the objective 
statements do not support 
meaningful learning. 
-Fail to show connection with 
the assessment section. 

A.4. TEKS 
alignment 

-Listed standards reflect the grade 
level, concepts and skills learned in 
the project 
-There is evidence (i.e., in the 
assessment section) that student’s 
learning is linked to the components 
of the listed standards. 

-Listed standards reflect the grade 
level and the concepts 
-Partial evidence (i.e., in the 
assessment section) that student’s 
learning is linked to the 
components of the listed 
standards. 

-Project is loosely connected to 
the standards. 

B.1. 
Collaborators 

-Identify at least one collaborator for 
this project 
-Evidence of support from the 
collaborators 

-Identify at least one collaborator 
for this project 
-No evidence of support from the 
collaborators 

-No identification of 
collaborators for the project 

B.2. Age of 
participants  

-Identify the age range of participants 
-The project is suitable for the age 
identified 

-There are some concerns of the 
use of the project for this grade 

-The project is not suitable for 
the grade identified 

B.3. Number of 
participants 

-Engage in at least 10 participants in 
this project 
-The project is suitable for the 
number of participants 

-Engage in 5-9 participants in this 
project 
-The project is suitable for the 
number of participants 

-Engage in 1-4 participants in 
this project 
-The project is not suitable for 
the number of participants 

B.4. Participant -Describe timeline and activities of -Describe only timeline or - Activities do not have a logical 



	  

TED5300	  (CRN12010)	  Syllabus,	  Fall,	  2014,	  Dr.	  Pei-‐Ling	  Hsu	   9	  

recruitment 
plan  

recruiting participants for this project 
-Activities are logically sequenced, so 
that learning builds progressively; 
connections between activities are 
clearly made 

activities of recruiting participants 
for this project 

sequence. 

B.5. Timeline 
of activities 

-Time is appropriate 
-Timeline of activities is clearly 
described 
-These activity relates to the project 
objectives 

-Time is somewhat inappropriate -Time is not described or 
inappropriate 

B.6. Materials 
and resources 
required 

-Required materials and resources are 
clearly listed 
-Reference in procedures are clearly 
defined as to they are to be utilized 

- Most of the required resources 
and materials are listed. 
-Some reference or clear 
definition in procedures 
 

- Some citing of resources 
through the lessons; materials 
listed but not included in the 
procedures 

B.7. Plan to 
obtain 
materials and 
resources  

-Describe timeline and activities of 
obtaining materials and resources for 
this project 

-Describe only timeline or 
activities of obtaining materials 
and resources 

-No plan description of 
obtaining materials and 
resources 

B.8. Safety 
considerations 

-Safety concerns are discussed; 
suggestions or solutions for 
addressing these safety concerns are 
provided 

-Safety concerns are discussed -Safety concerns are not 
discussed 

B.9. Topics 
involved 

-Topics show sequence and 
progression.  
-The descriptions of these topics are 
fully introduced 
-Opportunities are provided for 
students to link daily work to past and 
upcoming content/skills. 

-Topics show somewhat sequence 
and progression.  
-The descriptions of these topics 
are provided 
-Opportunities are provided for 
students to link daily work to past 
and upcoming content/skills. 

-Topics does not consider the 
proper sequence and 
progression 
-No descriptions of theses topics 
are provided 
-No relevant connections to 
students’ daily life 

C.1. Formative 
assessments 

-Assessments allows an 
understanding of students’ learning 
process for necessary adjustments and 
improvements 
-There are a variety of assessment 
practices 
-Assessment tools are designed to 
address instructional objectives and 
standards. 
-Assessment practices are engaging 
and relevant. 

-Assessments are linked to 
objectives and standards. 
-There is no variety of assessment 
practices. 

-Assessment provides little or 
no evidence for student 
understanding of the new 
concept/skill. 

C.2. 
Summative 
assessments 

-Assessments allows an overview 
understanding of the impact of the 
project 
-Assessment tools are designed to 
address instructional objectives and 
standards. 
-Assessment practices are engaging 
and relevant. 

-Assessments are linked to 
objectives and standards. 
-There is no variety of assessment 
practices. 

-Assessment provides little or 
no evidence for student 
understanding of the new 
concept/skill. 

D.1. Evaluation 
result 

-The evaluation results directly 
address project objectives 
-Demonstrate evidence that show the 
impact/result of the project 
-The evaluation results are structured 
and organized with logic 

-The evaluation results loosely 
address project objectives 
-Demonstrate evidence that only 
address part of the impact/result 
of the project 
-The evaluation results are 
structured and organized with 
weak logic 

-The evaluation results do not 
address project objectives 
-Demonstrate insufficient 
evidence that show the 
impact/result of the project 
-The evaluation results are 
structured and organized 
without logic 
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D.2. Activity 
pictures 

-Attach at least 10 pictures that 
capture the essences of the project 
-Pictures include both long shots that 
captures a big picture of the project 
and close shots that captures details 
of the project 

-Attach 5-9 pictures that capture 
the essences of the project 
-Pictures include only long shots 
that captures a big picture of the 
project or close shots that 
captures details of the project 

-Attach 0-4 pictures that capture 
the essences of the project 
-Pictures do not capture the big 
picture of the project 

E. Discussion -The discussion are related to the 
project objectives 
-The discussion are supported with 
relevant literature review and 
citations 
-The arguments of the discussion are 
structured and organized with logic 

-The discussion are loosely 
related to the project objectives 
-The discussion are supported 
with non-relevant literature 
review and citations 
-The arguments of the discussion 
are structured and organized with 
logic 

-The discussion are not related 
to the project objectives 
-The discussion are not 
supported with relevant 
literature review and citations 
-The arguments of the 
discussion are structured and 
organized without logic 

F. Reference -More than 5 reference are cited for 
the project proposal 
-More than 10 references are cited for 
the project report 
-Reference sources are formatted in 
APA style and cited clearly  

-Three to five references are cited 
-Reference sources are indicated 
and cited clearly 

-One to two references are cited 
-Reference sources are indicated 
and cited vaguely 

G. Appendixes -Attach all necessary information that 
help readers understand the project 
(e.g., instruments, curriculum, 
working sheets) 

-Attach most of the relevant 
information that help readers 
understand the project (e.g., 
instruments, curriculum, working 
sheets) 

-Attach only part of relevant 
information that help readers 
understand the project (e.g., 
instruments, curriculum, 
working sheets) 

Mechanics of 
English 

-Appropriate expression of concepts, 
varied and accurate vocabulary, no 
errors occur with regards to grammar, 
conventions and spelling. 
-Follow APA format  

-Clear expression and vocabulary, 
some mechanical errors exist but 
not to get in the way of 
understanding. 
-Have some APA format errors 

-Some mechanical errors exist 
but not to get in the way of 
understanding. 
-Many errors with regards to 
grammar, spelling, and 
conventions. 
-There is no obvious APA 
formatting structure 

 



	  

TED5300	  (CRN12010)	  Syllabus,	  Fall,	  2013,	  Dr.	  Pei-‐Ling	  Hsu	   11	  

 

 
 

Accommodation 
If you have a disability and need classroom accommodations, please contact The Center for 
Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148, or by email to cass@utep.edu, or visit their 
office located in UTEP Union East, Room 106. For additional information, please visit the CASS website 
at www.sa.utep.edu/cass.  
 

Dishonesty and Plagiarism 
Dishonesty and plagiarism violate scholastic integrity and are subject to discipline. According to the 
UTEP Handbook of Operating Procedures (HOP, Section II, 1.3.1): “Any student who commits an act of 
scholastic dishonesty is subject to discipline. Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to cheating, 
plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or 
in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair 
advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” Recognizing various forms of plagiarism is 
the first step to avoid plagiarism. You can learn different types of plagiarism in this website: 
http://www.plagiarism.org/ 
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