SOCI 3362 (27445)--Medical Sociology
University of Texas at El Paso
Spring 2026
TR 1:30- 2:50pm
Old Main 211

Instructor

Dr. Ophra Leyser-Whalen, PhD

Office Location: Old Main 319

Office Phone: 747-6587

oleyserwhalen@utep.edu

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 12-1pm, and by appointment

Teaching Assistant

Josias Abriel (she/they)

Office Location: Prospect Hall Room 300 (SEGA Lab)
jabriel@miners.utep.edu

Office Hours: Wednesday 1:45pm-2:45pm, or by appointment

Required Readings:
e The Sociology of Health, Healing, and Illness (2023) 11t edition by Denise A.
Copelton and Gregory L. Weiss. (Please note, getting the right edition is a must).

Course Objectives: The main objective of this course is to introduce you to the
sociological perspective and thinking critically about society. We begin with the idea
that we cannot understand the topics of health and illness simply by looking at
biological phenomena and medical knowledge, but, instead, we must also consider a
variety of social, political, economic, and cultural forces. This course uses sociological
perspectives to explore the role and meaning of medicine in modern U.S. society.

Grading:
e Attendance (5 points per day x 30 class periods) = 150 points

o The TA will take attendance daily, at the beginning of class. You need to
be present to receive points.

= | understand that people must occasionally miss class. | will not
take “excused” absences because | will not judge what is, or is not,
a valid reason—you, as an adult, can come, or not come, to class.
You can miss three days and still get a 90% on attendance.

e Short Essays (7 at 25 points each) = 175 points
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o Some weeks will have short essays on course materials, posted and due
on Blackboard at the end of the weekend (Sundays at 10pm). 5% will be
deducted for each day late.

e In-class writing assignments (6 at 20 points each) = 120 points

o Spaced out through the semester, we will have in-class writing that goes
along with a video that we watch in class. If you miss the class, the video
link and assignment will be posted on Blackboard the next day. These late
assignments will be graded with 5% off for each day they are late.

e Extra Credit opportunities may be offered throughout the semester

Total Course Points (445) and grading: 400-445= A; 355-395 = B; 311-354 = C; 267-310 =
D; 0-266 =F

Blackboard: You can access this course’s Blackboard site through your my.utep.edu
portal (use your email address and password to sign in). Blackboard offers a discussion
board that students can use to ask questions of each other. As a requirement of this
class, you must regularly check your course Blackboard site. This is where you can find
the syllabus, course assignments, and grades. | will send all class announcements, post
extra credit opportunities, and send personal messages to students through Blackboard.
All work will be submitted through Blackboard.

Drop Policy: | will NOT drop students from the course. If a student chooses to drop the
course, it is the student's responsibility to do so. Failure to do so will result in a grade of
"F" for the course.

Classroom Conduct: Unprofessional behavior (e.g., texting, sleeping, talking, using social
media, and internet surfing) will not be tolerated. Students who arrive late or need to
leave early should sit near the door to minimize class disruptions. All cell phones and
other electronic devices must be turned off. If a student is acting unprofessionally,
s/he/they will be required to leave class for the day. Permission is required to have
guests attend class with you. Unauthorized guests will be asked to leave.

Academic Integrity: This course is based on the principle of academic integrity. Students
are responsible for their own academic behavior, and for making themselves fully aware
of UTEP’s policies. Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation of the
UTEP Handbook of Operating Procedures. It includes, but is not limited to, cheating,
plagiarism, and collusion. Cheating may involve copying from or providing information
to another student. Plagiarism occurs when someone intentionally or knowingly
represents the words or ideas of another person's as ones' own. And, collusion involves
collaborating with another person to commit any academically dishonest act. Any act of
academic dishonesty attempted by a UTEP student is unacceptable and will not be

Leyser-Whalen Med Soc Spring 2026



tolerated. Violations will be taken seriously and will be referred to the Office of
Community Standards for disciplinary action. Further information can be gained from
the UTEP Division of Student Affairs web page: https://www.utep.edu/student-
affairs/standards/student-conduct/

Disability: Any student with a disability that may prevent her/him/them from fully
demonstrating her/his/their abilities should contact me as soon as possible to discuss
accommodations necessary to ensure full participation and facilitate educational
opportunity. If you have a disability and need classroom accommodations, please
contact The Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148, or by
email to cass@utep.edu, or visit their office located in UTEP Union East, Room 106. For
additional information, please visit the CASS website at https://www.utep.edu/student-
affairs/cass/. This should be done within the first 2 weeks of classes.
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Course Schedule (Subject to change)

Week Dates Topic Assignment
Week 1 Jan 20, 22 Introduction to Sociology of Health Chapter 1
Week 2 Jan 27, 29 Social Epidemiology Chapter 3
Week 3 Feb 3,5 Health Behavior Chapter 5
Week 4 Feb 10, 12 Social Stress Chapter 4
Week 5 Feb 17,19 Experiencing lliness and Disability Chapter 6
Week 6 Feb 24, 26 Physicians and the Profession of Medicine Chapter 7
Week 7 March 3, 5 Medical Education and the Socialization of Chapter 8
Physicians
Week 8 March 10, 12 | Nurses, Advanced Practice Providers, and Chapter 9
Allied Health Workers
Week 9 March 16-20 SPRING BREAK
Week 10 March 24, 26 | Complementary and Alternative Medicine Chapter 10
Week 11 March 31 The Physician-Patient Relationship Chapter 11
April 2
Week 12 April 7,9 Professional and Ethical Obligations of Chapter 12
Physicians in the Physician-Patient
Relationship
Week 13 April 14, 16 The United States Health Care System Chapter 13
Week 14 April 21, 23 Health Care Delivery Chapter 14
Week 15 April 28, 30 Comparative Health Care Systems Chapter 16
Week 16 May 5-7 The Social Implications of Advanced Health Chapter 15

Care Technology

Leyser-Whalen Med Soc Spring 2026




Leyser-Whalen Med Soc Spring 2026



