CRN: 33890- Summer 2025
Instructor: Marissa Florez

Email: mrflorez@utep.edu

Office: Hudspeth Hall rm. 312
Office Hours: M, W 10:00-11:0am or
by appointment ( via Zoom)

Class: M-F Online via Balckboard

ENGL 3305: Children’s Literature

Course Description:

In this course, we will explore the ways in which children’s literature allows children to grow as
readers, writers, and thinkers. We will discuss pedagogical approaches that allow young learners
to engage thoughtfully with the literature that they encounter. Together we will answer questions
like: How do readers interpret and interact with children’s literature? How do you determine
what is good and bad literature for children? How does society and culture influence the
evolution of children’s literature? and How does context influence writers and readers? This
course is designed to develop your skills of literary analysis while also giving you working
knowledge of various genres of literature for children. We will be reading and responding to
diverse examples of children’s literature, and we will be developing insights about literature and
literacy.

Required Texts:

o Foster, Thomas C. How to Read Literature Like A Professor For Kids. HarperCollins.

o Gidwitz, Adam. 4 Tale Dark and Grimm. Dutton Books for Young Readers.

o Hintz, Carrie; Eric Tribunella. Reading Children’s Literature: A Critical Introduction.
Broadview Press. 2" Ed.

Course Requirements:

Participation:

It is important that you are present in our online classroom community. It is imperative that you
check blackboard regularly. This course requires your active participation. Your participation
will be measured through your engagement with the blackboard modules, participation in online
class discussions, and completion of tasks outlined in each class module. This is measured via
blackboard instructional tools, where I can review if you have viewed the course material, and
how long you spent on each assignment.



Class Assignments:

Class assignments will be given regularly. Class assignments are given to clarify concepts, to
create a dialogue with the text, and to encourage class engagement. All assignments will be
outlined in the class modules for the week. Assignments are generally due on Sunday at
midnight, unless otherwise specified.

Reading Responses:

You are required to write a 1.5 page response to the class readings every week. The response
must address a key issue within the text and include a quote or reference to a specific passage
within the text that highlights the stated issue. You must begin your reader response with a
question about the text; it can be an unanswered question, a problem, or a question that furthers
critical thinking about the text itself. The function of these responses are to help facilitate class
discussion and to build critical engagement with class texts. Your reader responses are due on
Friday of every class week. Peer responses due on Sunday.

Quizzes:

The quizzes in this course will help you synthesize what you learn from the assigned readings
and blackboard materials. The quizzes serve to help you think critically about the implications of
what you are reading, highlight the most important concepts to understand about each issue, and
will extend your understanding children’s literature. Quizzes are given individually and in the
Powerpoints that you must review in the class modules. Quizzes must be completed by Sunday
at midnight.

Final Exam:

The final examination will assess student mastery of central course concepts; the exam will ask
you to apply the concepts that you have learned throughout the semester. The test will include
both subjective and objective questions developed from the required reading and what is
addressed/discussed on blackboard. You will be asked to critically analyze the texts that we have
covered and apply the concepts that we will go over in class discussion and within the weekly
modules.

*** All work must be in MLA format and must be submitted as a word document ***

Grading Breakdown:

Weekly Reading Responses 12%
Class Assignments 35%
Quizzes 30%
Participation 10%

Final Project or Final Exam 13%



Course Policies:

Technology Requirements:

Y ou must have access to an electronic device that allows you to access the contents of the course
and complete assignments. Your electronic device will also need to have a working camera and
microphone. Make sure that your email account is working, you have internet access, and you
are using a stable web browser (Mozilla Firefox or Google Chrome). If you have not already
done so, make sure that you have an updated version of Microsoft Office.

Guidelines for Artificial Intelligence

All use of Al must have prior approval by the instructor. Students must cite any borrowed
content sources to comply with all applicable citation guidelines, copyright law, and avoid
plagiarism. Instances that violate these guidelines will be referred to the Office of Student
Conduct and Conflict Resolution. Do not use Al to do your assignments for you. Al can be used
to develop an understanding of concepts discussed in class, but it is not a replacement for critical
thinking. Like Google, not all information generated by Al tools are accurate. It is NOT a
verifiable and trusted academic source. If you have any questions about when and how you can
use Al in the classroom, don’t hesitate to ask me.

Late Assignments:

Assignments are expected to be completed by the due date. The final project must be turned in
on time to receive credit. For all other assignments, late work will be accepted. However, a letter
grade will be deducted for every day following the assigned deadline. No assignments will be
accepted after the 5" day after the due date. Issues with technology will not excuse late work. If
you have technological issues, please contact me via email (mrflorez@utep.edu) and call the
help desk (https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/) to troubleshoot the issue.

Academic Honesty:

Plagiarism is strictly prohibited. If a student is suspected of cheating, the student will be reported
to the Dean of Students. Disciplinary action for plagiarism can include failure of the class,
disciplinary probation, and expulsion.

Accommodations:

If you need accommodations, please contact me privately (via email or during office hours) and
contact the Center for Accommodations and Support Services (visit their website at:
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/, contact them by phone [(915) 747-5148] or email
them at cass@utep.edu). The Center for Accommodations and Support Services is located in
Union East Building Room 106. If you already have accommodations by CASS, schedule a
meeting or stop by my office during office hours so that we can discuss how I can best support
you.



https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/
mailto:cass@utep.edu

** In the following course schedule, Bb indicates when the assigned reading is on Blackboard.
Also, RR outlines when you have a Reader Response due. Your reader response is due on

Friday.
Week One
w 7/9
TR 7/10
F 7/11
Week Two
M 7/14
T 7/15
w 7/16
TR 7/17
F 7/18
Week Three
M 7/21
T 7/22
w 7/23
TR 7/24
F 7/25

Course Schedule:

Introduction to the course
“The Value of Children’s Literature” by Crippen Bb and Reading
Children’s Literature, Introduction pgs. 27-38
Reading Children’s Literature, chp. 2 & “The Literary Experience”
Louise M. Rosenblatt Bb // RR#1
(The Story of Ferdinand Bb)

Reading Children’s Literature, chp. 1

(Where the Wild Things Are Bb)
How to Read Literature Like a Professor For Kids, p. 1-81
(Cloudy w/ a Chance of Meatballs Bb)
How to Read Literature Like a Professor For Kids, p. 82-145
(Zen Shorts Bb)

“The Impact of Constructivism on Education” Jones and Brader-
Araje & "Experiencing Literature: Reading, Writing, Talking, and
Doing” by David Russell Bb
“Revisiting Read Alouds: Instructional Strategies that

Encourage Students' Engagement with Text” Bb// RR#2

Reading Children’s Literature, chp. 12 (Censorship)
(Nappy Hair)
Reading Children’s Literature, chp. 10

(Fry Bread Bb & The Last Stop on Market Street)
Reading Children’s Literature, chp. 5- Picture Books &
Graphic Novels (Drawn Together Bb)

Reading Children’s Literature, chp. 3- Poetry

(The Stuff of Stars Bb)
Reading Children’s Literature, chp. 8— Nonfiction //
RR#3



Week Four

M 7/28
T 7/ 29
W 7/30
TR 7/31
F 8/1
Week Five
M 8/4

Reading Children’s Literature, chp. 9- Fantasy and Realism
(The Penderwicks Excerpt Bb)
Reading Children’s Literature, chp. 4 — Fairy Tales
(After the Fall Bb)
A Tale Dark and Grimm by Adam Gidwitz pgs
A Tale Dark and Grimm by Adam Gidwitz pgs
Final Study Session// RR#4

Final Exam
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