The University of Texas at El Paso
Humanities Program
“Disability: A Humanities Context”
Spring 2025
Syllabus

COURSE INFORMATION

HUMN 4390: Special Topics in the Humanities, CRN: 22804

Cross listed with LEAD 4351: Community Engaged Leadership, CRN: 26191

Term: Spring 2025, January 21, 2025 - May 8, 2025

Delivery Method: In-person Hybrid

Meeting Day and Time: Every Wednesday, 12-1:20 p.m., includes a community engaged
component.

Class Location: Education Building, Room 318.

*This syllabus is subject to change. The instructor reserves the right to make changes to
the syllabus over the course of the semester. The latest version will be on Blackboard.

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Dr. Miguel Juarez, mjuarez6@utep.edu

Written Communication: Via email on Course Messages or e-mail.

Phone Number: (915) 202-1649

Office Location: Liberal Arts, Room 333, Wednesdays, 2-5 p.m. or by appointment via Zoom.

Please speak to me during my office hours or contact me using Blackboard’s Course Messages
first. Outside office hours may take 12 to 24 hours to respond. If you need a virtual live meeting,
contact me via email and | will schedule an appointment.

COURSES DESCRIPTIONS

Special Topics in Humanities (3-0) Advanced study of a special topic such as Postmodern
Culture, Western and Non-Western Cultures, the Cultures of the Humanities and the Sciences,
and other areas of special interest in the Humanities. Topic varies with professor in charge. May
be repeated for credit when the topic varies. Specific Topics courses are often cross listed in
other departments. At least one Special Topics course is presented in each semester and in the
Maymester to support the Humanities Minor. Prerequisite: ENGL 1312 or ENGL 1313 or ESOL
1312 with a grade of "C" or better.

Mexican Artist Frida Kahlo is one of the most widely known persons who lived with disability. She
used her body as a means of artistic expression to deal with issues she was facing in her life.
Using the humanities as a palette, Humanities 4390-001: Special Topics in the
Humanities CRN: 22804 (Disability: A Humanities Context) cross listed with LEAD
4351-001: Community Engaged Leadership, CRN: 26191, takes a broad brush and
explores disability in art, culture, literature, music, religion, and philosophy. Through

analysis of primary sources, excerpts from major works, reproductions of art and

musical works, and lectures, students will be stimulated to develop a capacity for critical
assessment of disability in society. Humanities aid us in understanding why we believe

what we believe regarding issues like disability. The course will also explore disability in
activism, educational, and economic areas, as well as in health and legal systems, and

the perspectives of persons with disabilities. We will also explore topics which intersect

with disability like the Fat Civil Rights Movement, Aging, Diabetes, Neuro- disabilities,

and Speech and Communication issues.


mailto:mjuarez6@utep.edu

COMMUNITY ENGAGED LEADERSHIP

The LEAD 4351: Community Engaged Leadership course is part of a minor in Leadership
and Community Engagement Studies in which students will gain a basic understanding of how
to be leaders in applying principles of community engagement in organizational settings. With
the course's design grounded in community-based practice, students will complete the course
with the skills necessary to dynamically engage different stakeholder sectors, lead the
collaborative design of strategic plans, promote multi-level cohesion, and communicate to
different audiences. Given the importance of community-engaged leadership, students in this
course will also discuss and practice skills for building effective teams and accomplishing

individual and group objectives through teamwork.

Student Learning Objective

Outcome

Demonstrate the ability to consider different points of view and to work
effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal

%@ Teamwork Skills

Draw on existing knowledge bases to create “new” or “transformed”
knowledge

205 Critical Thinking

&) skills

Engage as a community of writers who dialogue across texts

|_.§;| Communication

Skills

Address the specific, immediate situations of individual communicative
acts

E@(’j Social

D 7 Responsibility

At the end of this course, students will be able to:

. Understand major trends in disability studies represented in the humanities.

. Understand how disability studies are connected to the humanities.

. Understand how various generations through the ages identified disability and how it has
changed.

. Connect the similarities of concepts and intellectual ideas across humanities disciplines.

. Contrast the ideas between dis/abilities and disabilities. Be able to explain how various
groups define disability differently but which is inherent in human experiences.

. How to analyze creative works which represent disability in the humanities.

. Understand the roots of modern thoughts on disability.

. Be able to write and have a professional and positive discourse on people with
disabilities.

Our Humanities Librarian is:

Angela Lucero, MLS

Our Course Guide:
https://libguides.utep.edu/disabilityinthehumanities
Email: ajmartinez5@utep.edu

915-747-5685

The University of Texas at El Paso

Office: 915-747-5394

utep.edu/library
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SPRING 2025 ACADEMIC CALENDAR

Jan 20th Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday — University
Closed

Jan 21st Spring classes begin

Jan 21-24" Late Registration (Fees are incurred)

Feb 5th Spring Census Day
Note: This is the last day to register for
classes. Payments are due by 5:00 pm.

Feb 17th 20" Class Day
Note: Students who were given a payment deadline
extension will be dropped at 5:00 pm if payment
arrangements have not been made.

Feb 21st Graduation application deadline for degree conferral

Mar 10th-14th Spring Break

Mar 28th Cesar Chavez Holiday - No classes; Spring Study
Day

April 4th Spring Drop/Withdrawal Deadline
Note: Student-initiated drops are permitted after this
date, but the student is not guaranteed a grade of
W. The faculty member of record will issue a grade
of either W or F.

Apr 18th Spring Study Day - Deadline to submit candidates’
names for commencement program

May 8th Spring — Last day of classes

May 9th Dead day

May 12'"-16th Spring Final Exams

May 17-18th Spring Commencement

May 21st Grades are Due

May 22nd Grades are posted to student records; students are

notified of grades and academic standing

https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/reqgistrar/academic%20calendars/academic-calendar.html
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REQUIRED MATERIALS:

eBOOKS

Contemporary World Issues, Disability, A Reference Handbook by Michael Rembis
(Copyright 2019 by ABC-CLIO LLC, Adobe Digital Editions). Available electronically (Full text)
in the UTEP Library.

The Disability Studies Reader by Lennard J. Davis, Taylor & Francis Group, 2013

ISBN: ISBN number:9780415630528, ISBN number:9781135134570

Available electronically via eBook Central Perpetual, DDA and Subscription Titles. (Full text) in
the UTEP Library. Additional articles will be provided to you on Blackboard or in class, as PDFs.

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING

Assignments for this course are assessed according to rubrics. The rubric is located at the end
of this syllabus. Written assignments will be due on Blackboard.

Grade Distribution:

1000-900=A 899-800=8B 799-700=C 699-600=D 599 and below =F

ASSIGNMENTS POINTS

Bio Sheet 50

Your reactions to speakers or videos (50 points each)

(Instructions will be provided). 400

Mid-Term Reflective Essay on your Community

Service Project 150

Update on your Community Service Project 100

Final reflective essay Community Service Project 150

+ Extra Credit Assignments 150
TOTAL POINTS 1,000

SUBJECT JOURNAL:

I recommend that you read the Disability Studies Quarterly (DSQ) to research your articles, in
addition to other humanities journals recommended by the Humanities specialist in the Library.
The DSQ is the journal of the Society for Disability Studies (SDS). It is a multidisciplinary and
international journal of interest to social scientists, scholars in the humanities and arts, disability
rights advocates, and others concerned with the issues of people with disabilities. It represents
the full range of methods, epistemologies, perspectives, and content that the field of disability
studies embraces. DSQ is committed to developing theoretical and practical knowledge about
disability and to promoting the full and equal participation of persons with disabilities in society.
(ISSN: 1041-5718; elSSN: 2159-8371). The DSQ is available at the UTEP Library.



TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS

Some course content will be delivered via the Internet through the Blackboard learning
management system. Ensure your UTEP e-mail account is working and that you have access to
the Web and a stable web browser. Google Chrome and Mozilla Firefox are the best browsers
for Blackboard; other browsers may cause complications. When having technical difficulties,
update your browser, clear your cache, or try switching to another browser.

You will need to have access to a computer/laptop. You will need to download or update the
following software: Microsoft Office, Adobe Acrobat Reader, Windows Media Player, QuickTime,
and Java. Check that your computer hardware and software are up-to-date and able to access
all parts of the course.

If you do not have word-processing software, you can download Word and other Microsoft
Office programs (including Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and more) for free via UTEP’s Microsoft
Office Portal. Click the following link for more information about Microsoft Office 365 and follow
the instructions.

IMPORTANT: If you encounter technical difficulties beyond your scope of troubleshooting,
please contact the UTEP Help Desk as they are trained specifically in assisting with
technological needs of students. Please do not contact me for this type of assistance. The Help
Desk is much better equipped than | am to assist you!

COURSE COMMUNICATION: How we will stay in contact with each other

Here are the ways we can keep the communication channels open:

« Office Hours: | will have office hours for your questions and comments about the course.
My office hours are in-person; however, you can request a virtual meeting and | will send
you a Zoom link. Please see the days and times at the top of this syllabus.

 Email: UTEP e-mail is the best way to contact me. | will make every attempt to respond
to your e-mail within 24 hours of receipt. When e-mailing me, be sure to email from your
UTEP student e-mail account and please put the course number in the subject line. In
the body of your e-mail, clearly state your question. At the end of your e-mail, be sure to
put your first and last name, and your university identification number.

« Announcements: Check the Blackboard announcements frequently for any updates,
deadlines, or other important messages.

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION

Our Hybrid class meetings are in-person at the Education Bldg., Room 318, every Wednesday
from 12 noon to 1:20 p.m., beginning January 21st through May 9th. These classes will consist
of lectures and visits by guest speakers and if you are absent, they cannot be made up. We
will meet in person every week, except the week of Spring Break.

Attendance in the course is determined by participation in the learning activities of the course.
Your participation in the course is important not only for your learning and success but also to
create a community of learners. Participation is determined by the completion of the following
activities:



o Reading/Viewing all course materials to ensure understanding of assignment
requirements

o Participating in engaging discussions with your peers

o Other activities as indicated in the weekly modules and semester projects.

Because these activities are designed to contribute to your learning each week, they cannot be
made up after their due date has passed.

ILLNESS PRECAUTIONS

Please stay home if you have symptoms of a communicable illness. If you are feeling unwell,
please let me know as soon as possible, so that we can work on appropriate accommodations.

EXCUSED ABSENCES AND/OR COURSE DROP POLICY

According to UTEP Catalog, “At the discretion of the instructor, a student can be dropped
from a course because of excessive absences or lack of effort. A grade of “W” will be
assigned before the course drop deadline and a grade of “F” after the course drop
deadline.” See Policies and Regulations in the UTEP Undergraduate Catalog for a list of
excuse absences. Therefore, if | find that, due to non-performance in the course, you are
at risk of failing, | will drop you from the course. | will provide 24 hours advance notice via
email.

OR

I will not drop you from the course. However, if you feel that you are unable to complete
the course successfully, please let me know and then contact the Registrar’'s Office to
initiate the drop process. If you do not, you are at risk of receiving an “F” for the course.

DEADLINES, LATE WORK, AND ABSENCE POLICY
Assignments

« Writing assignments will be due on Sundays at midnight (11:59 PM) via
Blackboard. No late work will be accepted if the reason is not considered
excusable.

MAKE-UP WORK

Make-up work will be given only in the case of a documented emergency. Note that make-up
work may be in a different format than the original work, may require more intensive
preparation, and may be graded with penalty points. If you miss an assignment and the reason
is not considered excusable, you will receive a zero. It is therefore important to reach out to
me—in advance if possible—and explain with proper documentation why you missed a given
course requirement. Once a deadline has been established for make-up work, no further
extensions or exceptions will be granted.

ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF SUBMITTING WORK IN CASE OF TECHNICAL ISSUES

| strongly suggest that you submit your work with plenty of time to spare if you have a technical
issue with the course website, network, and/or your computer. | also suggest you save all your



work (answers to discussion points, quizzes, exams, and essays) in a separate Word document
as a backup. This way, you will have evidence that you completed the work and will not lose
credit. If you are experiencing difficulties submitting your work through Blackboard, please
contact the UTEP Help Desk. You can email me your backup document as a last resort.

ACCOMMODATIONS POLICY

The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to students with
documented disabilities. Students who become pregnant may also request reasonable
accommodations, in accordance with state and federal laws and regulations and University
policy. Accommodations that constitute undue hardship are not reasonable. To make a request,
please register with the UTEP Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS).
Contact CASS at 915-747-5148, email them at cass@utep.edu, or apply for accommodations
online via the CASS portal.

SCHOLASTIC INTEGRITY

Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation of the UTEP Handbook
of Operating Procedures. It includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, and
collusion. Cheating may involve copying from or providing information to another
student, possessing unauthorized materials during a test, or falsifying research data on
laboratory reports. Plagiarism occurs when someone intentionally or knowingly
represents the words or ideas of another as ones' own. Collusion involves collaborating
with another person to commit any academically dishonest act. Any act of academic
dishonesty attempted by a UTEP student is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. All
suspected violations of academic integrity at The University of Texas at El Paso must be
reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution (OSCCR) for possible
disciplinary action. To learn more, please visit HOOP: Student Conduct and Discipline.

GUIDANCE ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Use of Al technologies or automated tools, particularly generative Al such as ChatGPT or DALL-
E, is not allowed for assignments in this class. Each student is expected to use critical and
creative thinking skills to complete tasks and not rely on computer-generated ideas. Any direct
use of Al-generated materials submitted as your own work will be treated as plagiarism and
reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution (OSCCR).

Al allowed only with prior permission from instructor

Use of Al technologies or automated tools, particularly generative Al such as ChatGPT or
DALL-E, is only allowed with approval from the instructor BEFORE being used. Without
permission, you will be expected to think creatively and critically to complete assignments
without assistance from these tools.

If given permission to use any of these tools, students must properly cite and give full credit to
the program used upon submission of every relevant assignment. For example, text generated
using ChatGPT must be cited:

Chat-GPT(version). Date of query (year/month/day). “Text of your query.”
Generated using OpenAl. https://chat.openai.com/
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A short paragraph describing how the tool(s) was/were used for the assignment must be
included.

Al allowed with proper acknowledgement
Use of Al technologies or automated tools, particularly generative Al such as ChatGPT or
DALL-E, is only allowed with proper attribution given for its use.

Students must properly cite and give full credit to the program used upon submission of every
relevant assignment. For example, text generated using ChatGPT must be cited:

Chat-GPT(version). Date of query (year/month/day). “Text of your query.”
Generated using OpenAl. https://chat.openai.com/

A short paragraph describing how the tool(s) was/were used for the assignment must be
included.

Using Al for brainstorming

Some Al technologies or automated tools, particularly generative Al such as ChatGPT or DALL-
E, can be beneficial during the early brainstorming stages of an activity, and you are welcome to
explore them for that purpose. However, keep in mind that Al-generated ideas are not your own
and may hinder your ability to think critically and creatively about a problem. It is also important
to remember that these technologies often “hallucinate” or produce materials and information
that are inaccurate or incomplete—even providing false citations for use.

That said, you are not allowed to submit any Al-generated work in this course as your own. If
you use any information or materials created by Al technology, you are required to cite it like you
would any other source. Consider how this will affect your credibility as a writer and scholar
before doing so. Any direct use of Al-generated materials submitted as your own work will be
treated as plagiarism and reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution
(OSCCR).

Free use of Al without acknowledgement

Use of Al technologies or automated tools, including generative Al such as ChatGPT or DALL-E,
is permitted in this class. Students must include a short paragraph, with each relevant
assignment, explaining how the tool was used.

PLAGIARISM DETECTING SOFTWARE

Some of your course work and assessments may submitted to SafeAssign, a plagiarism
detecting software. SafeAssign is used review assignment submissions for originality and will
help you learn how to properly attribute sources rather than paraphrase.



COURSE RESOURCES: Where you can go for assistance

UTEP provides a variety of student services and support. Please refer to the QR code below for
a listing of campus resources.

HUMN 4390-001: Special Topics in the Humanities, CRN: 24962
& LEAD 4351-001: Community Engaged Leadership, CRN: 25143

CALENDAR AND ASSIGNMENTS (COURSE CALENDAR) THIS SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

“The instructor reserves the right to change the schedule as needed”
All readings must be completed each week.
**Changes or additions and the latest class syllabus will be uploaded
and announced in class. All assignments are due on Blackboard.
Suggested time requirement to complete weekly assignments: 1 to 2 hours.

Week 1 | Week 1: Introduction to the Course and to each other: What are the humanities
and why are they important? Why a Course of Disability in the Humanities?
Wednesday. January 22nd (Lecture, Discussion, Work Session)

= Fill out and use Bio Sheet to introduce yourself in class.

» Read: “The History of the Americans with Disabilities Act, A Movement
Perspective,” by Arlene Mayerson (1992),
https://dredf.org/about-us/publications/the-history-of-the-ada/

» Upload your Bio Sheet.

= Course and Essays expectations. Review Writing Resources.

https:/Mmww.utep.edu/cce/students/community-engagement-for-students.html

Week 2 | Why Study Disability in a Humanities Context?

Wednesday., January 29th (Lecture, Discussion, Work Session).

» Bring your laptop—we will research local disability organizations so you can
select one or two organizations to visit and decide whom to work with.

» Essay #1: answer the question: “What can we learn about the
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humanities with disability lenses?” or “How can we study contemporary
disabilities via the humanities?” Use the standard five paragraph format (or
more paragraphs if you want to write more). All paragraphs must have a
minimum of four sentences. See the handout FIVE PARAGRAPH FORMAT in the
Writing Guides section on Blackboard. You can also visit the University Writing
Center for your essays.

https:/Mmww.utep.edu/cce/students/community-engagement-for-students.html

Week 3 | Wednesday, February 5th, (Lecture, Discussion, Work Session)
» Read, Michael Rembis Disability: A Reference Handbook: Table of
Contents, Preface and Background and History, pages xv to 36 (see
Readings for Discussion in Class link on Blackboard)
= Listento the Call Your Girlfriend Podcast “Demystifying Disability” with
Kelly Dawson and Emily Ladau, two writers who also both have physical
disabilities or pick from the Resources Section below:
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/demystifying-
disability/id881487725?i=1000435429868
= hittps://www.utep.edu/cce/students/community-engagement-for-
students.html
Week 4 | Wednesday, Eebruary 12th (Lecture, Discussion, Speaker, or Work Session)
» Read and Discussion, Rembis: Chapter 2: Problems, Controversaries and
Solutions, pages 39 to 40.
» hittps://www.utep.edu/cce/students/community-engagement-for-
students.html
Week 5 | Wednesday, Eebruary 19th (Lecture, Discussion, Speaker, or Work Session)

= Watch: Reimagining Disability & Inclusive Education | Jan Wilson |

= TEDxUniversityofTulsa,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CtRY_1mZWW(g

= Watch: Disability Etiquette

= https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLIHZUQPLAw

» Watch: The Dos and Don'ts of Disability
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVF|S BdZil

= Possible Guest Presenter

= https://www.utep.edu/cce/students/community-engagement-for-
students.html
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Week 6 | Wednesday, Eebruary 26th (Lecture, Discussion, Speaker, or Work Session)
= Lecture and Discussion using About Us: Essays from the Disability Series
of the New York Times, Edited and Introduced by Peter Catapano and
Rosemarie Garland Thomas.
= Possible Guest Presenter
= hittps://www.utep.edu/cce/students/community-engagement-for-
students.html
Week 7 | Wednesday, March 2nd (Lecture, Discussion, Speaker, or Work Session)
» Watch: Disability: How you see me,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwW6émYdJ7Xc
= Possible Guest Presenter
= https://mwww.utep.edu/cce/students/community-engagement-for-
students.html
Week 8 March 10" to 14™ SPRING BREAK
Week 9 | Wednesday, March 19th, (Lecture, Discussion, Speaker, or Work Session)
= Possible Guest Presenter
= hittps://www.utep.edu/cce/students/community-engagement-for-
students.html
Week 10 | Wednesday, March 26th, (Lecture, Discussion, Speaker, or Work Session)
= Presentations of work in progress with community organizations.
= Possible Guest Presenter
= https://mwww.utep.edu/cce/students/community-engagement-for-
students.html
Week 11 | Wednesday, April 2nd, (Lecture, Discussion, Speaker, or Work Session)
= Presentations of work in progress with community organizations.
= Possible Guest Presenter
= https://www.utep.edu/cce/students/community-engagement-for-
students.html
Week 12 | Wednesday, April 9th (Lecture, Discussion, Speaker, or Work Session)

= Possible Guest Presenter
= hitps://mww.utep.edu/cce/students/community-engagement-for-
students.html
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Week 13 | Wednesday, April 16th (Lecture, Discussion, Speaker, or Work Session)

= Possible Guest Presenter

= https://www.utep.edu/cce/students/community-engagement-for-
students.html

Week 14 | Wednesday, April 23rd (Lecture, Discussion, Speaker, or Work Session)

= Possible Guest PresenteR

= https://www.utep.edu/cce/students/community-engagement-for-
students.html

Week 15 = Wednesday, April 30th (PowerPoint Presentations on your
Community Engagement Project)

Resources Section:

A Valid Podcast: https://open.spotify.com/show/2EM1bA04aEIvVH{BTcKJ60E

The Disability Visibility Podcast under the Disability Visibility
Project: https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/podcast-2/

Stella Young’s Ted Talk: “I’'m not your inspiration, thank you very much.”
https:/mwww.ted.com/talks/stella young i m not your inspiration thank you very
much/tra nscript

The Accessible Stall Podcast: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-accessible-
stall/id1105184406?1s=1&mt=2

On Twitter (now X): use the following hashtags:

#badcrip
#Disability

Other resources will be posted and shared as the semester continues.
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