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The University of Texas at El Paso  
Department of Criminal Justice and Security Studies 

Syllabus 
 
Criminal Justice Ethics CRIJ: 3389  
CRN: 26516 
Term: Spring 2024 
Delivery Method: Online 
Zoom Link: 
 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Instructor: Lizeth Salinas Ramos 
email: lsalinasramos@utep.edu 
Writen Communica�on: Specify your preference of communica�on (e.g., email and 
Blackboard)  
Phone Number: (915) 217.5697 
Office Hours:  

• Virtually via Zoom – Mondays 8-11 AM EST, Thursdays 8-11 AM EST, or by appointment. 
I aim to respond within 24 hours. However, over the weekend, I kindly request 48 hours 
for a response. A Zoom link will be emailed to you for our scheduled session. 

 
 
Course Informa�on: What this class is about and what we will do. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Through this course, develop the ability to think cri�cally and construc�vely about 
urgent maters in our modern society, especially those confron�ng law enforcement 
professionals. You will be prompted to challenge your own beliefs and examine the societal 
factors influencing your perspec�ves. 

S�mulate your thought process at the crossroads of the criminal jus�ce system and 
ethics, enabling cri�cal thinking about knowledge produc�on, its significance in our lives, and 
the prac�cality of crime theories and research. 

Exploring the profound connec�on between ethics and criminal jus�ce in the present 
day reveals its profound impact on our daily social reali�es.  

Enhance our capacity to recognize moral reasoning in jus�fying human behavior 
through the applica�on of analy�cal skills and reasoning capabili�es. By honing these essen�al 
abili�es, we gain a deeper understanding of the ethical considera�ons that underpin human 
ac�ons, fostering a more conscien�ous and compassionate society. 
Acquire the ability to analyze a diverse array of ethical dilemmas and skillfully navigate toward 
appropriate resolu�ons. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND UNIVERSITY LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 
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Student Learning Objec�ve Outcome 
Demonstrate the ability to consider different points of view and to 
work effec�vely with others to support a shared purpose or goal 

   
Teamwork Skills 
 

Draw on exis�ng knowledge bases to create “new” or 
“transformed” knowledge 

Cri�cal Thinking 
Skills 

Engage as a community of writers who dialogue across texts Communica�on 
Skills 

Address the specific, immediate rhetorical situa�ons of individual 
communica�ve acts 

Social 
Responsibility 

 
 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 

 

Banks, C. (2018). Criminal Jus�ce Ethics: Theory and prac�ce. Sage Publica�ons. (5th Edi�on). 
ISBN: 9781544353630 
 
Weekly assignments are based on this textbook. All the core text/readings assignments have to 
be read in their en�rety prior to the class week. 
Note: In addi�on to the required textbook, journal ar�cles, videos and audios will be assigned 
for each class period. All the ar�cles are electronically available on the Blackboard site.  
 
*  ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
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Assignments for this course are assessed according to rubrics. You can find these rubrics 
by clicking on the appropriate assignment link in Blackboard and choosing  “View Rubric” 
from the buton beneath the Points Possible for the assignment. 
Your grading will be based on the following point criteria: 
 
Discussion Board ques�ons 
Students are required to make one post on the module's discussion board and respond to two 
students. To receive full credit, ini�al forum board posts should be at least 100 words and 
responses should be at least 50 words and should consist of the chapters discussed for the 
week. Please note that the specified numbers are intended as minimum requirements and 
should not be seen as limi�ng your responses. When responding to other students, please 
remember to be respec�ul. You do not have to agree with someone else's opinion; however, 
we are all adults and arguments/disrespec�ul comments will not be tolerated.  Also, when 
responding, to do not simply reply, “I agree,” puts some thought into your response.  
 
Points will be deducted for lack of substan�ve interac�on with comments and inadequate 
though�ul analysis in your responses. The deadline for your ini�al discussion forum post is 
Wednesday, 11:59 PM (MST). Follow the provided guidelines, unless otherwise stated. This 
allows �me for responses from your classmates. Your responses to classmates must be 
submited by Saturday, 11:59 PM (MST).  Late responses will not receive a grade. 
Discussion Boarding Grading Criteria: 
50 Points for each Discussion Board: 

• 25 Points = Meets minimum word count requirement. 
• 15 Points = A comprehensive response with meaningful and accurate content 

addressing the ques�on. 
• 10 Points = Meets all criteria for responding to classmates. 

 
Quizzes: 
There will be three (3) quizzes, worth 60 points each (See our class schedule for quiz dates). 

a. Quizzes will consist of a combina�on of Mul�ple choice, True/False, and/or essay 
ques�ons. 

b. Quizzes must be submited on Blackboard by the due date listed on our class schedule. 
Make-up quiz policy: 
Each student is expected to take the quizzes as outlined in the syllabus. 
To make-up a quiz, students MUST email me (lsalinasramos@utep.edu) within 48 hours prior to 
the due date to confirm the new submission deadline to ensure it is graded a�er the due date. 
Students must have a verifiable excuse and it is the instructor’s discre�on as to what is a valid 
excuse. 
Students are allowed one make-up quiz for the en�re semester. 
 
MIDTERM: Ethics Paper Proposal: 
The paper proposal is worth 100 points. To ensure steady progress on your final ethics paper, it 
is essen�al to allocate �me throughout the course to ensure you can complete it. Please note 
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that an ini�al rough dra� is due on Saturday 02/10/24, during which you must specify the 
movie you have selected from the provided list. This preliminary task aims to encourage early 
engagement with the assignment and prevent a last-minute rush in the final week. Watching 
the movie early on is recommended to assist in recognizing ethical dilemmas and essen�al 
concepts, which will be integral to the development of your final paper. 
Here is a list of movies that may be used for the final ethics paper. The list is certainly not all 
inclusive and may be added to with prior approval. 

 
1. Training Day (2001)  
2. A Few Good Men (1992)  
3. Primal Fear (1996) 
4. The Insider (1999)  
5. Michael Clayton (2007)  
6. Just Mercy (2019) 
7. Dark Waters (2019) 

 

Ethics Paper Proposal Instruc�ons:  Ensure the incorpora�on of these key points into your 
paper proposal, as they cons�tute the necessary components for comprehensive analysis. The 
paper proposal must be five (5) pages in length but not longer than seven (7).  
 

1. Open your analysis by introducing the movie you will be examining. 
2. Discuss how movies o�en present characters facing moral dilemmas. 
3. Emphasize the importance of examining characters' ac�ons and choices. 
4. Explain that this engagement enhances viewers' ability to think cri�cally about complex 

situa�ons. 
5. Argue that understanding these reflec�ons is essen�al for cultural awareness. 

 

Note: As this is an advanced-level course, you have the op�on to propose a criminological film 
of your preference for the final ethics paper.  If there's a specific movie, you'd like to suggest 
please send an email to lsalinasramos@utep.edu by week two (2) of the course. In the email, 
compose a brief paragraph (approximately 5 sentences) highligh�ng the film's relevance to the 
class. This provides an opportunity for you to explore a topic that aligns closely with the course 
material and allows you to showcase your cri�cal thinking skills and connec�on to the subject 
mater. The last day to request another �tle is 01/27/24. I will confirm if your request is 
accepted or denied within 48hrs. 
 
Final Paper: 
The final ethics paper is worth 200 points. For this assignment, each student will be responsible 
for choosing a film from the list provided, specifically focusing on its depic�on of one or more 
important ethical dilemmas. Upon selec�ng the film, students are expected to compose a paper 
that carefully examines the ethical dilemmas presented in the film, using ethical systems and 
concepts taught in the course. It is important to emphasize that the purpose of the ar�cle is not 
to deliver conven�onal film cri�cism, but to engage in a prac�cal exercise in applying ethical 
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knowledge and conduc�ng in-depth analysis, showing your learning, and understanding of 
ethical principles. 
The primary objec�ve of this task is to demonstrate your comprehension of the ethical systems 
and concepts covered in the course by applying that knowledge to analyze ethical dilemmas not 
previously explored. Your paper should showcase your ability to iden�fy and u�lize various 
ethical ideas and principles from both the course material and class discussions. To excel in this 
assignment, try to draw connec�ons between the concepts and the ethical dilemmas 
depicted in the chosen movie from the approved list. Remember, the more comprehensive 
your analysis of the ethical systems and ideas from the text, the stronger your paper will be in 
showcasing your learning and understanding. 
The final ethics paper is worth 200 points.  

a) The paper must be five (5) pages in length but not longer than seven (7), not including 
the �tle and references pages.  

b) The paper will be supported by at least five (5) scholarly, academic, or professional 
references. You are not allowed any direct quote for the final paper.   

c) The paper will be double spaced, 12 font, Times New Roman, and 1” margins. 
d)  In scoring this college-level work, content, clarity, and organiza�on carry significant 

weight. Addi�onally, proper spelling and grammar play a crucial role in determining your 
score. 

e) Wikipedia is not an acceptable source.  You can use the reading assignments that were 
given during the class, and Google Scholar is an excellent research database. 

 
Note: For detailed informa�on about your final paper and the grading rubric, please refer to 
Blackboard. You will find comprehensive guidelines and assessment criteria for the assignment 
on the pla�orm. The Blackboard resource contains essen�al informa�on to ensure that you are 
well-informed about the requirements and expecta�ons for your final paper. 
 
FINAL GRADE CALCULATION: 
Your grading will be based on the following point criteria: 

 
Grade  Grading Percentage  

480-432 points 90% - 100%  =A 
431-384 points 80% - 89% = B 
383-336 points 70% - 79% = C 
335-288 points 60% - 69% = D 

287-0 points 59% or less = F 
Grading scale: 680 possible points. 

Syllabus Quiz (10 pts) 10 Points* 
Discussion Board Ques�ons  (50 pts X 2) 100 Points 
Quizzes (60 pts X 3) 180 Points 
Final Proposal (100 pts) 100 Points 
Final Ethics Paper (200 pts) 200 Points 
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EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES  
Course Evalua�on Response Rate of at Least 70%  

If at least 70% of the students in the class complete the Course Evalua�on which 
becomes available near the end of the semester, then all students will receive 10 extra 
credit points. 
To let you know how this works, you will receive email reminders about evalua�ng the 
course at least twice from UTEP in your miners.utep.edu email account. If you don’t 
receive these emails, then contact UTEP’s HelpDesk. 
A�er the course evalua�on period is over, I will receive an email from UTEP sta�ng what 
percentage of students in the class completed the course evalua�on. If this figure is at 
or above 70% then all students in the class will receive 20 extra credit points. 
Please make sure to complete the course evalua�on when it becomes available and 
urge your classmates to do the same. 
 

1. Syllabus Quiz 
Up to 10 extra credit points can be awarded for comple�ng the syllabus quiz. 

 
Please note:  
I have the right to make any changes to the course or syllabus and any changes will be 
announced ahead of �me in an announcement and/or email. There will be no curve used in 
grading, no grades will be dropped. Extra credit will be awarded solely for comple�ng the 
course evalua�on, and the syllabus quiz. No other extra credit opportuni�es will be available 
for this course. Do not contact me at the end of the semester regarding extra points for a 
par�cular leter grade. Your grade is an accomplishment, not a gi�! 
 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
The quizzes are �med, meaning that once you begin the quizzes you will have a limited amount 
of �me to complete and submit your work. The quizzes will automa�cally close and be 
submited at the end of the �me limit if you haven’t already submited it yourself. Do not wait 
un�l the last minute to begin quizzes. This way, if you do experience any difficul�es with 
submissions, they can be corrected before the module closes. 
 

Genre Analysis: To deepen our understanding of discourse community concepts, students 
will be asked to analyze both tradi�onal and mul�media documents as genres.  

Literature Review/Primary Research Report: Students will conduct primary and secondary 
research on a social, poli�cal, or ethical issue and will then write a literature review that 
synthesizes the arguments as they pertain to the ques�ons of inquiry.  

Community Engagement: Students will iden�fy and par�cipate in a community 
engagement opportunity (preferably related to their research topic) and write a 
reflec�on essay.  
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Website/E-Por�olio: Students will create, design, and maintain a website that presents 
their work from the semester.  

Par�cipa�on: For this online course, students will be required to par�cipate in weekly 
discussion boards – both an ini�al post and responses to your peers. Students will also 
have a collec�on of smaller assignments throughout the week that will work to build 
toward the larger projects. These points cannot be made up, so students are expected to 
stay ac�ve in the course by logging in at least three �mes a week.  

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 

Course content is delivered via the Internet through the Blackboard learning management 
system. Ensure your UTEP e-mail account is working and that you have access to the Web and a 
stable web browser. Google Chrome and Mozilla Firefox are the best browsers for Blackboard; 
other browsers may cause complica�ons. When having technical difficul�es, update your 
browser, clear your cache, or try switching to another browser.  
 
You will need to have access to a computer/laptop, scanner, a webcam, and a microphone. You 
will need to download or update the following so�ware: Microso� Office, Adobe Acrobat 
Reader, Windows Media Player, QuickTime, and Java. Check that your computer hardware and 
so�ware are up-to-date and able to access all parts of the course.  
 
If you do not have a word-processing so�ware, you can download Word and other Microso� 
Office programs (including Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and more) for free via UTEP’s Microso� 
Office Portal. Click the following link for more informa�on about Microso� Office 365 and 
follow the instruc�ons. 
 
IMPORTANT: If you encounter technical difficul�es beyond your scope of troubleshoo�ng, 
please contact the UTEP Help Desk as they are trained specifically in assis�ng with technological 
needs of students. Please do not contact me for this type of assistance. The Help Desk is much 
beter equipped than I am to assist you!  
 
Course Communication: How we will stay in contact with each other  

Because this is an online class, we won’t see each other in the ways you may be accustomed to: 
during class �me, small group mee�ngs, and office hours. However, there are a number of ways 
we can keep the communica�on channels open: 

• Office Hours: We will not be able to meet on campus, but I will s�ll have office hours for 
your ques�ons and comments about the course. My office hours will be held on 
Blackboard Collaborate using this link: [insert link]  and during the following �mes: 

Mondays: 9-11 a.m. Mountain Time 
Tuesdays: 9-11 a.m. Mountain Time 
Thursdays: 9-111 p.m. Mountain Time  

about:blank
about:blank
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• Email: UTEP e-mail is the best way to contact me.  I will make every atempt to respond 
to your e-mail within 24-48 hours of receipt.  When e-mailing me, be sure to email from 
your UTEP student account and please put the course number in the subject line.  In the 
body of your e-mail, clearly state your ques�on.  At the end of your e-mail, be sure to 
put your first and last name, and your university iden�fica�on number. 

• Discussion Board: If you have a ques�on that you believe other students may also have, 
please post it in the Help Board of the discussion boards inside of Blackboard. Please 
respond to other students’ ques�ons if you have a helpful response. 

• Announcements: Check the Blackboard announcements frequently for any updates, 
deadlines, or other important messages. 
 

 

NETIQUETTE 

As we know, some�mes communica�on online can be challenging. It’s possible to 
miscommunicate what we mean or to misunderstand what our classmates mean given the lack 
of body language and immediate feedback. Therefore, please keep these ne�quete (network 
e�quete) guidelines in mind. Failure to observe them may result in disciplinary ac�on.  

o Always consider audience. This is a college-level course; therefore, all 
communica�on should reflect polite considera�on of other’s ideas.  

o Respect and courtesy must be provided to classmates and to the instructor at all 
�mes. No harassment or inappropriate pos�ngs will be tolerated.  

o When reac�ng to someone else’s message, address the ideas, not the person. 
Post only what anyone would comfortably state in a face-to-face situa�on.  

o Blackboard is not a public internet venue; all pos�ngs to it should be considered 
private and confiden�al. Whatever is posted on in these online spaces is intended 
for classmates and professor only. Please do not copy documents and paste them 
to a publicly accessible website, blog, or other space.  

Course Policies: What do you need to do to be successful in the course  

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION 

Atendance in the course is determined by par�cipa�on in the learning ac�vi�es of the course. 
Your par�cipa�on in the course is important not only for your learning and success but also to 
create a community of learners. Par�cipa�on is determined by comple�on of the following 
ac�vi�es:  

o Reading/Viewing all course materials to ensure understanding of assignment 
requirements 

o Par�cipa�ng in engaging discussion with your peers on the discussion boards (grading 
rubric provided in the “grading informa�on” area of each forum) 
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o Par�cipa�ng in scheduled Blackboard Collaborate sessions 
o Other ac�vi�es as indicated in the weekly modules 

Because these ac�vi�es are designed to contribute to your learning each week, they cannot be 
made up a�er their due date has passed.  
 

* EXCUSED ABSENCES AND/OR COURSE DROP POLICY 

According to UTEP Catalog, “At the discre�on of the instructor, a student can be dropped 
from a course because of excessive absences or lack of effort. A grade of “W” will be 
assigned before the course drop deadline and a grade of “F” a�er the course drop 
deadline.” See Policies and Regula�ons in the UTEP Undergraduate Catalog for a list of 
excuse absences. Therefore, if I find that, due to non-performance in the course, you are 
at risk of failing, I will drop you from the course. I will provide 24 hours advance no�ce via 
email. 

OR 

I will not drop you from the course. However, if you feel that you are unable to complete 
the course successfully, please let me know and then contact the Registrar’s Office to 
ini�ate the drop process. If you do not, you are at risk of receiving an “F” for the course.  

ZOOM SESSIONS 

This class requires that you par�cipate in scheduled Zoom sessions. The purpose of these 
sessions are for you to view live demonstra�ons of the course material and/or to par�cipate in 
small discussion groups with your classmates. These sessions will be held at the following dates 
from 10:30 am-11:50 am.  
 

Group A:  August 28, September 24, October 15, November 12 
Group B:  September 3, October 1, October 22, November 19 
 

Students are expected to, at least occasionally, par�cipate in these sessions with a webcam and 
microphone. The sessions will be recorded and provided so that they can be reviewed by 
classmates at a later �me. Students should not record the sessions and post them to any sites 
outside of Blackboard.  
 
If you are unable to atend a Zoom session, please let me know as soon as possible so that 
accommoda�ons can be made when appropriate.  
 

DEADLINES, LATE WORK, AND ABSENCE POLICY 

Major Wri�ng Assignments  

about:blank
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• Major wri�ng assignments will be due on Saturday at midnight (11:59 PM). No 
late work will be accepted if the reason is not considered excusable.  

Quiz and Blog/Discussion Assignments  

• All quiz, blog, and discussion board assignments will be due on Saturday at 
midnight (11:59 PM). No late work will be accepted if the reason is not 
considered excusable. 

 

MAKE-UP WORK  

Make-up work will be given only in the case of a documented emergency.  Note that make-up 
work may be in a different format than the original work, may require more intensive 
prepara�on, and may be graded with penalty points. If you miss an assignment and the reason 
is not considered excusable, you will receive a zero. It is therefore important to reach out to 
me—in advance if at all possible—and explain with proper documenta�on why you missed a 
given course requirement. Once a deadline has been established for make-up work, no further 
extensions or excep�ons will be granted.    
 

ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF SUBMITTING WORK IN CASE OF TECHNICAL ISSUES 

I strongly suggest that you submit your work with plenty of �me to spare in the event that you 
have a technical issue with the course website, network, and/or your computer. I also suggest 
you save all your work (answers to discussion points, quizzes, exams, and essays) in a separate 
Word document as a back-up. This way, you will have evidence that you completed the work 
and will not lose credit. If you are experiencing difficul�es submi�ng your work through the 
course website, please contact the UTEP Help Desk. You can email me your back-up document 
as a last resort.  
 
INCOMPLETE GRADE POLICY 

Incomplete grades may be requested only in excep�onal circumstances a�er you have 
completed at least half of the course requirements. Talk to me immediately if you believe an 
incomplete is warranted. If granted, we will establish a contract of work to be completed with 
deadlines.  
 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS POLICY 
The University is commited to providing reasonable accommoda�ons to students with 
documented disabili�es. Students who become pregnant may also request reasonable 
accommoda�ons, in accordance with state and federal laws and regula�ons and University 
policy. Accommoda�ons that cons�tute undue hardship are not reasonable. To make a request, 
please register with the UTEP Center for Accommoda�ons and Support Services (CASS). Contact 
CASS at 915-747-5148, email them at cass@utep.edu, or apply for accommoda�ons online via 
the CASS portal.  

about:blank
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* SCHOLASTIC INTEGRITY 

Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a viola�on of the UTEP Handbook 
of Opera�ng Procedures. It includes, but is not limited to, chea�ng, plagiarism, and 
collusion. Chea�ng may involve copying from or providing informa�on to another 
student, possessing unauthorized materials during a test, or falsifying research data on 
laboratory reports. Plagiarism occurs when someone inten�onally or knowingly 
represents the words or ideas of another as ones' own. Collusion involves collabora�ng 
with another person to commit any academically dishonest act. Any act of academic 
dishonesty atempted by a UTEP student is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. All 
suspected viola�ons of academic integrity at The University of Texas at El Paso must be 
reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolu�on (OSCCR) for possible 
disciplinary ac�on. To learn more, please visit HOOP: Student Conduct and Discipline. 
 
*GUIDANCE ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE  
 
AI prohibited 
Use of AI technologies or automated tools, par�cularly genera�ve AI such as ChatGPT or DALL-
E, is not allowed for assignments in this class. Each student is expected to use cri�cal and 
crea�ve thinking skills to complete tasks and not rely on computer-generated ideas. Any direct 
use of AI-generated materials submited as your own work will be treated as plagiarism and 
reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolu�on (OSCCR). 

AI allowed only with prior permission from instructor 
Use of AI technologies or automated tools, par�cularly genera�ve AI such as ChatGPT or DALL-
E, is only allowed with approval from the instructor BEFORE being used. Without permission, 
you will be expected to think crea�vely and cri�cally to complete assignments without 
assistance from these tools.  

 
If given permission to use any of these tools, students must properly cite and give full credit to 
the program used upon submission of every relevant assignment. For example, text generated 
using ChatGPT must be cited: 

 Chat-GPT(version). Date of query (year/month/day). “Text of your query.”  
Generated using OpenAI. htps://chat.openai.com/ 

  
A short paragraph describing how the tool(s) was/were used for the assignment must be 
included. 

AI allowed with proper acknowledgement  
Use of AI technologies or automated tools, par�cularly genera�ve AI such as ChatGPT or DALL-
E, is only allowed with proper attribution given for its use. 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Students must properly cite and give full credit to the program used upon submission of every 
relevant assignment. For example, text generated using ChatGPT must be cited: 

 Chat-GPT(version). Date of query (year/month/day). “Text of your query.”  
Generated using OpenAI. htps://chat.openai.com/ 

  
A short paragraph describing how the tool(s) was/were used for the assignment must be 
included. 

Using AI for brainstorming 
Some AI technologies or automated tools, par�cularly genera�ve AI such as ChatGPT or DALL-E, 
can be beneficial during the early brainstorming stages of an ac�vity, and you are welcome to 
explore them for that purpose. However, keep in mind that AI-generated ideas are not your 
own and may hinder your ability to think cri�cally and crea�vely about a problem. It is also 
important to remember that these technologies o�en “hallucinate” or produce materials and 
informa�on that are inaccurate or incomplete—even providing false cita�ons for use.  
 
That said, you are not allowed to submit any AI-generated work in this course as your own. If 
you use any informa�on or materials created by AI technology, you are required to cite it like 
you would any other source. Consider how this will affect your credibility as a writer and 
scholar before doing so. Any direct use of AI-generated materials submited as your own work 
will be treated as plagiarism and reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict 
Resolu�on (OSCCR). 
 
Free use of AI without acknowledgement 
Use of AI technologies or automated tools, including genera�ve AI such as ChatGPT or DALL-E, 
is permited in this class. Students must include a short paragraph, with each relevant 
assignment, explaining how the tool was used. 
 

* CLASS RECORDINGS 

The use of recordings will enable you to have access to class lectures, group discussions, and so 
on in the event you miss a synchronous or in-person class mee�ng due to illness or other 
extenua�ng circumstance. Our use of such technology is governed by the Federal Educa�onal 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and UTEP’s acceptable-use policy. A recording of class sessions 
will be kept and stored by UTEP, in accordance with FERPA and UTEP policies. Your instructor 
will not share the recordings of your class ac�vi�es outside of course par�cipants, which 
include your fellow students, teaching assistants, or graduate assistants, and any guest faculty 
or community-based learning partners with whom we may engage during a class session. You 
may not share recordings outside of this course. Doing so may result in disciplinary ac�on. 
 
TEST PROCTORING SOFTWARE  

Two course assessments (the midterm and final exams) will make use of Respondus Lock 
Down Browser and Respondus Monitor inside of Blackboard to promote academic 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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integrity. You are encouraged to learn more about how to use these programs prior to 
the first test.  
 
Please review the following guidelines: 
 

• The assessments will only be available at the �mes iden�fied on the course 
calendar. 

• You may take the test at any �me during the 24-hour window.  
• A reliable Internet connec�on is essen�al to comple�ng the exam. If you must go 

to a loca�on to take the exam (such as the library), be sure to follow their health 
and safety requirements.  

• You have 2 atempts to take the test. Once the window closes, your answers will 
be saved, and no changes can be made. The higher score will be recorded.  

• Respondus Lockdown Browser will require that all internet tabs are closed prior to 
the start of the test. 

• Respondus Monitor requires a webcam and microphone. 
• You will be required to show the webcam your student ID prior to the start of the 

test. 
• Your face should be completely visible during the test. Blocking the camera will 

disable the test.  
• No notes or textbook materials are permited during the test. Respondus Monitor 

requires you to take a video of your surrounding area (desk, chair, walls, etc.) 
• You should not have conversa�ons with other people and/or leave and return to 

the area during the test.  
 

PLAGIARISM DETECTING SOFTWARE 

Some of your course work and assessments may be submited to SafeAssign, a plagiarism 
detec�ng so�ware. SafeAssign is used to review assignment submissions for originality and will 
help you learn how to properly atribute sources rather than paraphrase. 
 

COPYRIGHT STATEMENT FOR COURSE MATERIALS  

All materials used in this course are protected by copyright law.  The course materials are only 
for the use of students currently enrolled in this course and only for the purpose of this course.  
They may not be further disseminated. 
 
 
*COURSE RESOURCES: Where you can go for assistance  

UTEP provides a variety of student services and support. Please refer to the QR code below for 
a lis�ng of campus resources. 



 
 

 
  Updated 01/04/2024 
 

 

14 

 
  



 
 

 
  Updated 01/04/2024 
 

 

15 

 


