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CHIC 3339: Cultural Diversity & Youth (ONLINE)   
CRN: 12542 
Fall 2025  
8-Week Online Course   
October 20th – December 12th, 2025 
  
Professor Dr. Lizely Madrigal-Gonzalez   
lmadrigal@utep.edu   
(915) 747-5462   
 

OFFICE HOURS: Please contact me by email to schedule an appointment by Telephone/Virtually via 
Blackboard Collaborate/Teams/Zoom Times   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION   
This course examines the socioeconomic and cultural characteristics of diverse ethnic groups in the U.S. 
and analyzes how these factors impact participation in the American education system. The course 
explores how ethnic groups have historically influenced the American educational system through the 
development of ethnic studies programs and examines specific policies and practices in American 
institutions that promote or inhibit participation. 
 
At its core, this course investigates the resistance and revolution of marginalized communities and what 
this reveals about our own identities, worldviews, and approaches to education. Moving beyond the 
political framing often applied to Chicano Studies, this course connects cultural diversity in education 
to students' personal educational experiences and perspectives on knowledge production. 
 
The course is structured around a fundamental question: What is education? Through this lens, we 
uncover the politics underlying knowledge production and examine how education, learning, and 
historical narratives are embedded within identity politics, production politics, and social control 
politics. 
 
THEMES   

• Critical Pedagogy   
• History of the Chicano Movement   
• Deschooling Society   
• Latinos and Education   
• The Struggle for a Chicano Studies   
• Identity Building and Formation   
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COURSE OBJECTIVES OR EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES   
By the end of this course, you should be able to: 

1. Analyze the socioeconomic conditions of diverse ethnic groups in the U.S. and their impact on 
educational experiences 

2. Identify and evaluate how ethnic groups in the U.S. have influenced the educational system through 
activism and advocacy 

3. Explain how the formation of Chicano identity was embedded in the Chicano student movement 
4. Critically assess the role of youth leadership in the Chicano Movement and contemporary educational 

equity movements 
5. Evaluate the effectiveness of multicultural education approaches in addressing educational disparities 
6. Apply principles of critical pedagogy to analyze educational systems and their relationship to power 

structures 
7. Engage critically with course materials using intersectional frameworks and "thinking outside the box" 
8. Develop a nuanced understanding of your own positionality regarding education, knowledge production, 

and learning history 
9. Articulate the role of critical pedagogy in contemporary classrooms and its potential for transformative 

education 
10. Connect historical educational movements to current issues in educational equity and access 

  
TEXAS SENATE BILL 17 
Texas Senate Bill 17, the recent law that outlaws diversity, equity, and inclusion programs at public 
colleges and universities in Texas, does not in any way affect content, instruction or discussion in a 
course at public colleges and universities in Texas. Expectations and academic freedom for teaching 
and class discussion have not been altered post-SB 17, and students should not feel the need to censor 
their speech pertaining to topics including race and racism, structural inequality, LGBTQ+ issues, or 
diversity, equity, and inclusion. 
 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
This course is designed using a modular format. Each week is packaged as a single module containing 
all materials, lecture notes, submission areas, and discussion boards in one centralized location. All 
course content is delivered asynchronously through Blackboard.  
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS   
All readings will be provided by the instructor and will be available in Blackboard. No textbook 
purchase is required. 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES 
The course modules include links to additional articles, videos, podcasts, and interactive resources to 
enhance your learning experience. While not required, engagement with these materials is strongly 
encouraged. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/pdf/SB00017F.pdf
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COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING   
Grade Distribution:   

100-90 = A 89-80 = B 79-70 = C 69-60 = D 59 and Below = F   
 
Point Distribution 

• Quizzes: 30 points (3 quizzes, 10 points each) 
• Critical Thinking Discussion Videos: 30 points (3 discussions, 10 points each) 
• Reflexiones (Reflective Analysis): 40 points (2 assignments, 20 points each) 
• Total: 100 points 

 
1. Quizzes (10 points each) 
Three quizzes will assess your understanding of course materials, including readings and multimedia 
content. Each quiz includes multiple-choice, true/false, and short essay questions designed to evaluate 
comprehension of assigned readings and films/documentaries. 
 
Quiz Schedule: 

Quiz 1: Available Week 2   
Quiz 2: Available Week 5   
Quiz 3: Available Week 7  
  

2. Critical Thinking Discussion (10 points each) 
You will participate in three critical thinking discussions related to assigned films/documentaries and 
course materials. These discussions simulate classroom interactions and encourage peer engagement. 
For each discussion, you will create three critical thinking posts (250 words each) in response to 
provided video content and discussion prompts. You are expected to incorporate course readings in 
your posts and respond thoughtfully to your peers' contributions. 
Discussion boards open on Saturdays. Your initial post must be submitted by Wednesday at 11:59 pm, 
with responses to peers due by the following Sunday at 11:59 pm. Late initial posts will result in a 10-
point deduction. 
Discussion Schedule: 

• Discussion Board 1: Week 1 
• Discussion Board 2: Week 3 
• Discussion Board 3: Week 6 

  
3. Mi Reflexión: Digital Journal Assignments (20 points each) 

Your Digital Journal assignments are reflective projects designed to deepen your understanding of 
course concepts while connecting them to your own educational experiences. Each journal 
encourages personal storytelling, cultural reflection, and critical analysis through a creative digital 
format. 

 
Purpose 
These assignments help you: 

• Analyze how identity and education intersect across your life experiences. 
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• Connect course theories about race, class, gender, and culture to real educational settings. 
• Reflect on how schooling can either affirm (additive) or diminish (subtractive) cultural 

identity. 
• Express your reflections creatively while demonstrating strong writing and critical thinking 

skills. 
Mi Reflection Schedule: 

• Mi Reflexión Assignment 1 (Mid-term): Week 4 
• Mi Reflexión Assignment 2 (Final): Week 8 

 
Course content is delivered via the Internet through the Blackboard learning management system. 
You will need: 

• Computer/Laptop with reliable internet access 
• Web Browser: Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox recommended 
• Software: Microsoft Office (available free via UTEP's Microsoft Office 365 Portal), Adobe 

Acrobat Reader, media players 
• Hardware: Webcam and microphone (for occasional virtual meetings if needed) 

If you encounter technical difficulties, please contact the UTEP Help Desk at 915-747-4357 or 
helpdesk@utep.edu. They are specifically trained to assist with technological needs of students. 

Communication Guidelines 
While this is an online class, effective communication remains essential: 

• Office Hours: Email me to schedule a virtual appointment 
• Email: Use your UTEP student email for all correspondence. Include the course number in the 

subject line and your name and ID in the message. I will respond within 24-48 hours. 
• Discussion Board: Use the Help Board for questions that may benefit other students 
• Announcements: Check Blackboard announcements regularly for updates and important 

information 
Netiquette 
Online communication requires special consideration: 

• Consider your audience; maintain a respectful and professional tone 
• Provide constructive feedback to peers and address ideas rather than individuals 
• Post only what you would comfortably say in a face-to-face setting 
• Treat Blackboard as a private classroom space; do not share course materials externally 

 
Attendance and Participation 
Participation is determined by: 

• Engaging with all course materials 
• Contributing to discussion boards 
• Completing assignments on time 
• Participating in any scheduled virtual sessions 

These activities cannot be made up after their due dates have passed. 

  

https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/ServiceCatalog/SOFTWARE_PAGES/soft_microsoftoffice365.html
https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/
mailto:helpdesk@utep.edu
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Course Policies 
Course Drop Policy 
I will not drop you from the course. If you feel unable to complete the course successfully, please 
contact me and then the Registrar's Office to initiate the drop process. Otherwise, you risk receiving 
an "F" grade. 

Deadlines and Late Work 
• Major writing assignments are due on Sundays at 11:59 PM 
• Quizzes, blogs, and discussion assignments are due on Fridays at 11:59 PM 
• No late work will be accepted without documented emergencies 

 
Make-Up Work 
Make-up work will only be permitted in cases of documented emergencies. Make-up assignments may 
differ from the original format and may include penalty points. Contact me as soon as possible if you 
miss an assignment due to an emergency. 
 
Alternative Submission Methods 
If you experience technical issues with Blackboard, save your work separately and contact the UTEP 
Help Desk. You may email me your work as a last resort if submission through Blackboard is 
impossible. 
 
Incomplete Grades 
Incomplete grades may be requested only in exceptional circumstances after completing at least half of 
the course requirements. Contact me immediately if you believe an incomplete is warranted. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, collusion) will not be tolerated. All suspected violations 
will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution. Please review the HOOP: 
Student Conduct and Discipline for more information. 
 
Accommodations 
The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to students with documented 
disabilities. Contact the UTEP Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 915-747-
5148 or cass@utep.edu to request accommodations. 
 
Student Resources 
Technology Resources 
UTEP Help Desk: Technology support 
 
Academic Resources 

• UTEP Library: Research resources and assistance 
• University Writing Center (UWC): Writing assistance 
• RefWorks: Citation management tool 

 

https://www.utep.edu/hoop/section-2/student-conduct-and-discipline.html
https://www.utep.edu/hoop/section-2/student-conduct-and-discipline.html
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/
mailto:cass@utep.edu
https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/
https://www.utep.edu/library/
https://www.utep.edu/uwc
https://refworks.proquest.com/
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Individual Resources 
• Military Student Success Center: Support for military-affiliated students 
• CASS: Support for students with disabilities 
• Counseling and Psychological Services: Mental health support 

 
USE OF AI IN ASSIGNMENTS 
In this course, we encourage students to experiment with Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools to enhance 
their learning experience. AI can be a powerful resource for generating ideas, facilitating research, and 
exploring new perspectives. However, your assignments must reflect your own understanding, 
creativity, and critical thinking. 
Guidelines for AI Use: 

1. AI as a Supplementary Tool: You may use AI tools to assist in brainstorming, research, and 
idea generation. However, the final content of your assignments must be your own work. 

2. Original Thought and Analysis: Your assignments should showcase your personal analysis, 
insights, and understanding of the subject matter. AI-generated content should not replace your 
own contributions. 

3. Transparency: If you use AI tools, please disclose this in your assignment. Specify which AI 
tool(s) you used and describe how it assisted you. 

4. Integrity: We have mechanisms in place to check the originality of your work. Assignments 
found to be primarily driven by AI or lacking in original student input will not receive credit. 

Why This Approach? 
• Critical Thinking: Developing your own ideas and arguments is crucial for honing your 

critical thinking skills. 
• Academic Integrity: Upholding academic integrity ensures that your work genuinely reflects 

your abilities and knowledge. 
• Skill Development: Engaging directly with course materials and tasks helps you develop the 

skills necessary for your academic and professional growth. 
By following these guidelines, you will be able to effectively integrate AI tools into your learning 
process while ensuring that your work remains authentic and reflective of your own efforts. 
 
COPYRIGHT STATEMENT FOR COURSE MATERIALS   
All materials used in this course are protected by copyright law. The course materials are only 
for the use of students currently enrolled in this course and only for the purpose of this course. 
They may not be further disseminated.  

UTEP provides a variety of student services and support:   
Technology Resources   

∙ Help Desk: Students experiencing technological challenges (email, Blackboard, software, 
etc.) can submit a ticket to the UTEP Helpdesk for assistance. Contact the Helpdesk via 
phone, email, chat, website, or in person if on campus.   

Academic Resources   
∙ UTEP Library: Access a wide range of resources including online, full-text access to 

thousands of journals and eBooks plus reference service and librarian assistance for 
enrolled students.   

https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/mssc/
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/counsel/
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∙ University Writing Center (UWC): Submit papers here for assistance with writing 
style and formatting, ask a tutor for help and explore other writing resources. ∙ 
RefWorks: A bibliographic citation tool; check out the RefWorks tutorial and Fact Sheet 
and Quick-Start Guide.   

Individual Resources   
∙ Military Student Success Center: Assists personnel in any branch of service to reach their 

educational goals.   
∙ Center for Accommodations and Support Services: Assists students with ADA-related 

accommodations for coursework, housing, and internships.   
∙ Counseling and Psychological Services: Provides a variety of counseling services 

including individual, couples, and group sessions as well as career and disability 
assessments.   
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COURSE CALENDAR  
Week 1: October 20, 2025 
 
Topic: Perspectives on the Education of Minority and Economically Disadvantaged Students 
Readings: 

• Reading 1: Who is Hispanic? (2024) https://pewrsr.ch/3sAlYAy  
• Reading 2: From Digital Disparity to Educational Excellence (2022)  
• Reading 3: Research from 2018 demographers' Conference: Migration, Self-identity, marriage 

and other key findings 
• Reading 4: Why Race and Culture Matter in Schools (2023) 

Multimedia: 
• "The Danger of a Single Story" TED Talk by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
• NPR's Latino USA: "Latinx Education in the United States" podcast episode 

Assignments: 
• Video Discussion Board 1: Initial post due Wednesday by 11:59 pm, peer responses due 

Sunday by 11:59 pm 
 
Week 2: October 27, 2025 
 
Topic: Cultural Diversity and Demographics 
Readings: 

• Reading 5: A Demographic Portrait of Mexican-Origin Hispanics in the United States (2013) 
• Reading 6: Carter, T. and Segura, R.D. (1979). A History of Educational Neglect 
• Reading 7: Rowan, H. (1968). The Mexican American 

Multimedia: 
• "The Danger of a Single Story": https://youtu.be/D9Ihs241zeg 

Assignments: 
• Quiz 1: Available Thursday at 8:00 am, due Friday at 11:59 pm 

 
Week 3: November 3, 2025 
 
Topic: The Courts and Education 
Readings: 

• Reading 8: Mexican American Education Study Report 1 Chapters 1-3 (pp. 1-33) 
• Reading 9: Achievement and Opportunity in America: What Can We Do? (Review the Slides) 
• Reading 10: "Critical Consciousness in Children and Adolescents" (SRCD, 2023)  

Multimedia: 
• Lemon Grove Incident documentary 
• Mendez vs. Westminster documentary 
• StoryCorps: Latino Civil Rights oral histories 

 
 

https://pewrsr.ch/3sAlYAy
https://youtu.be/D9Ihs241zeg
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Assignments: 
• Discussion Board 2: Initial post due Wednesday by 11:59 pm, peer responses due Sunday by 

11:59 pm 
 
Week 4: November 10, 2025 
 
Topic: Bilingual and Bicultural Education 
Readings: 

• Reading 8: The Unintended Consequences Impacting Mexican American students as an 
outcome of Futile Policy Reforms (Madrigal, 2012) 

• Reading 9: Assimilation & Language 
• Reading 10: García, O., & Kleifgen, J. A. (2022). "Translanguaging and Literacies" 

Multimedia: 
• The History of Bilingual Education 
• "Precious Knowledge" documentary clips 

Assignments: 
• Mi Reflexión Assignment 1 (Mid-term): Due Friday at 11:59 pm 

 
Week 5: November 17, 2025 
 
Topic: Critical Pedagogy 
Readings: 

• Reading 11: Freire, Paulo (2009). From Pedagogy of the Oppressed 
Multimedia: 

• Taking Back our Schools documentary 
• Interactive timeline of critical pedagogy development 

Assignments: 
• Quiz 2: Available Thursday at 8:00 am, due Friday at 11:59 pm 

 
Week 6: November 24, 2025 
 
Topic: Higher Education 
Readings: 

• Reading 11: Latino Students in Higher Education (2020) 
• Reading 12: A Critical Paradox? Predictors of Latino Students' Sense of Belonging in College 

(2009) 
• New Reading: "Latinx Students at Hispanic-Serving Institutions" (2022) 

Multimedia: 
• Navigating the Maze of Higher Education. Latino USA 
• Latino Education and Economic Progress 
• Data visualization of Latino enrollment and graduation rates 
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Assignments: 
• Video Discussion Board 3: Initial post due Wednesday by 11:59 pm, peer responses due 

Sunday by 11:59 pm 
 
Week 7:December 1, 2025 
Topic: The Education of Mexican Americans 
Readings: 

• Reading 13: Between Two Worlds. How young Latinos come of age in America 
• Reading 14: Yes We Can. Telling Truths and Dispelling Myths about Race and Education in 

America 
Multimedia: 

• "The Danger of Silence" TED Talk by Clint Smith 
• Digital timeline of Latino education milestones 

 
Assignment:  
Quiz 3 Available Thursday at 8:00 am due Friday at 11:59 pm. 
 
Week 8, December 8, 2025 
 
Assignment: 

• Mi Reflexión Assignment 2 (Final): Due Friday, December 12, 2025, at 11:59 pm 
 
This syllabus is subject to change. Any modifications will be announced through Blackboard. 
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Week 7   

Week of July 22, 2024 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

The Education of Mexican Americans   
  
Readings   

Reading 13: Between Two Worlds. How young Latinos come 
of age in America.   
  
Reading 14: Yes We Can. Telling Truths and Dispelling 
Myths about Race and Education in America.   

Assignments:   
   
• Quiz 3 Available Thursday at 8:00 am due Friday at 11:59 pm.  

Week 8  

Week of July 29, 2024 

Assignments   
• Mi Reflexion 2:  Friday, July 2, 2024 at 11:59 pm  
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