Gender and Women in Latin American History
History 5309/6309
LART 322

Thursdays 5:00-7:50
Dr. Larisa Veloz
LART 317
llveloz@utep.edu
915-747-6277
Office Hours:
Tuesdays (1-3) and by appointment

This course will focus on readings that center women and gender in Latin America. First, we will
explore and analyze how gender is used as an analytical framework for unearthing non-
normative histories. We will also examine readings that focus on women as central actors in
history rather than as marginal or voiceless caricatures. Drawing on classic texts in Latin
America (as well as non-Latin American texts: ie: Joan Scott), we will investigate some
quintessential topics in women and gender histories such as marriage, labor, sexuality, and
rebellion. We will also read more recent monographs to explore topics brought to us by the
feminist and cultural turn-—those that are more interrogative of binaries—but that also delve into
topics of late 20" century Latin American history, such as the cold war and neoliberalism. Our
guiding questions for the course are the following: What do histories that focus on gender and/or
women reveal to us about Latin American history that we do not otherwise learn? How can we
use tools of gendered analysis to help us in our own historical research? How have histories that
focus on women and/or gender changed in the last thirty years?

Recommended Reading
Virginia Garrard et. al, Latin America in the Modern World, Oxford University Press
Pamela S. Murray, Women and Gender in Latin America, Routledge, 2014

Required Reading

Articles:

Scott, Joan W. “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis.” American Historical Review,
1986, Vol 91 (5): 1053. (Week 2)

Deutsch, Sandra McGee “Gender and Sociopolitical Change in Twentieth-Century Latin
America.” Hispanic American Historical Review 1 May 1991; 71 (2): 259-306. (Week 2)

TBD, Choose your own adventure (Week 2)


mailto:llveloz@utep.edu

Books:
Twinam, Ann, Public lives, Private Secrets: Gender, Honor, Sexuality, and lllegitimacy in Colonial
Spanish America, Stanford University Press, 1999. (Week 4)

Stern, Steve J., The Secret History of Gender: Women, Men and Power in Late Colonial Mexico.
The University of North Carolina Press, 1995. (Week 6)

Chambers, Sarah C. 1999. From Subjects to Citizens: Honor, Gender, and Politics in Arequipa,
Peru, 1780-1854. University Park, Pa: Pennsylvania State University Press. (Week 7)

Maxine Molyneux and Elizabeth Dore, Hidden Histories of Gender and the State in Modern Latin
America, Duke University Press, 2000. (Week 9)

Victor M. Macias-Gonzalez, and Anne Rubenstein, Masculinity and Sexuality in Modern Mexico,
edited by, University of New Mexico Press, 2012. (Week 11)

Marino, Katherine M. Feminism for the Americas: The Making of an International Human Rights
Movement, University of North Carolina Press, 2019. (Week 12)

Flores-Villalobos, Joan. The Silver Women: How Black Women’s Labor Made the Panama Canal,
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2023. (Week 10)

**Journal Volume: Radical History Review Volume 120, Issue 136-Revolutionary Positions:
Gender and Sexuality in Cuba and Beyond (Week 13)

**Northern Mexican Borderlands readings: TBA (weeks 14 and 15)

ASSIGNMENTS
Class Participation 15%
In-Class written responses: 15%
Readings Essay 1- 15%
6-8 pgs.
Will focus on weeks 3-9 (first 3 monographs Stern, Twinam, and Chambers and edited
collection by Dore and Molyneux). More than a review essay, this paper will ask you to
think about shared themes and concepts across our colonial era and national/state
making books and ask you to put forth a thesis that accounts for an analysis of methods,
concepts and content of first set readings.
Readings Essay 2- 15%
6-8 pgs.
More than a review essay, this paper will ask you to think about shared themes and
concepts across our modern Latin America monographs in weeks 10-12 (Villalobos,
Macias-Gonzalez & Rubenstein, Marino) and ask you to put forth a thesis that accounts
for an analysis of methods, concepts and content of first set readings.



Historiographic Essay 30%: (Final draft 20%+ workshopped quarter drafts 10%)

This will be a 10-12-page essay where along with the books that we have read in class,
you will also incorporate at least 5 additional sources to add to a historiographic essay
on the theme and country of your choice. This essay should include your theoretical
underpinnings for and evolution of gender as a framework or women as a focus in the
field of Latin America.

Book Review/Class Discussion Lead 10%

Book Review Guidelines: Formally written book review of the quality that you might
submit to an established academic journal. You will need to consult examples
from the field to develop your style, content ideas, and, length requirements
(ie: The Journal of American History, Pacific Historical Review, Western
Historical Quarterly, Journal of American Ethnic History, Mexican
Studies/Estudios Mexicanos, Passport).

Class Discussion Lead Guidelines:

Based on selected monograph, you will be responsible for leading the class in
discussion on the book for that week. You must provide at least a ten-minute
introduction to the material, which should include a brief historiography and
mention of 4-5 related books. You must also prepare questions that you will
direct your classmates to answer throughout the duration of the class. Your
goal should be to facilitate relevant and analytical discussion and to get all
class members involved.

Week 1, Jan 22: Intro

Week 2, Jan 29: Scott and Deutsch articles

Week 3, Feb 5: Colonial Latin America Reading: Twinam, Public Lives, Private Secrets, Beginning-
Chapter 6, page 184

Week 4, Feb 12: Public Lives, Private Secrets, Chapter 7- end
Week 5, Feb 19: Stern, The Secret History of Gender Part |

Week 6, Feb 26: Finish Stern, The Secret History of Gender Part Il
Week 7: March 5: Chambers, From Subjects to Citizens

Week 8: March 12: Spring Break

Week 9: March 19: Molyneux and Dore, Hidden Histories of Gender and the State



Readings Essay I: Due Mar 23, via blackboard 11:59pm

Week 10: March 26- Flores- Villalobos, The Silver Women

Week 11: April 2- Macias-Gonzalez and Rubenstein, Masculinity and Sexuality (Alana, Michael)
Week 12: April 9- Marino, Feminism for the Americas

Week 13: April 16- Radical History Review Volume 120, Issue 136-Revolutionary Positions:
Gender and Sexuality in Cuba and Beyond (Erika & Jonathan)

Readings Essay II: Due April 20, via blackboard 11:59pm

Week 14: April 23- Regional Focus: Women and Gender in the Northern Mexican borderlands |
Readings: TBA

Week 15: April 30- Regional Focus: Women and Gender in the Northern Mexican borderlands Il
Readings: TBA
Quarter Draft due in class

Week 16: May 7 — Class Coda: Historiography check-in and Review- No Assigned Readings
Historiography: Due May 14 via blackboard 11:59pm



