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Course description

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES
The course develops newsgathering skills and journalistic values across all media: print,
broadcast and on-line. Students will demonstrate their ability to:

e Demonstrate proficiency in traditional and digital reporting and writing news
products. Including developing stronger leads, voice and story focus for different
audiences

e Apply Associated Press Style correctly and consistently

e Learn beat and story development - how to develop sources and how to generate
solid story ideas.

e Conduct themselves in the manner of a professional reporter (as identified via
review of random sources) and develop additional listening/participation skills (as
measured by class attendance and class discussion).

e Conduct effective interviews and use sources responsibly

e Revise stories to be improved based on professional editorial feedback

¢ Obtain pertinent information by providing at least three sources in each completed
story, as well as successful completion of record-searching assignments.

¢ Demonstrate understanding of how to incorporate multi-platform story telling
elements into assignments.

e Integrate the above goals via well-written, stylistically acceptable, well-reported
news stories and progress reports that indicate appropriate development.

EDGE ADVANTAGES


mailto:kagannon@utep.edu

This course is designed to equip students with essential Edge Advantages that contribute to their
professional and personal development. Through the completion of course requirements and
assignments, such as team projects, presentations, and essays, students will develop the following Edge
Advantages:

Problem-Solving Learn advanced techniques on how to gather information for news
stories, including developing audience-centric story ideas and
effective interviewing for relevant information.

Communication Class discussions and written assignments will improve students’
skills in articulating ideas clearly and persuasively in both oral and
written forms.

Social Understanding audience engagement and audience-centricity in
Responsibility service to the community’s information needs.
Confidence By actively participating and successfully completing assignments

students will develop their voice as writers and as professional
communicators.

Critical Thinking Ability to determine relevant sources and provide substantial
context about events and issues.

Required Texts and materials:
o Filak, Vincent F. Dynamics of Media Editing. CQ Press/SAGE

e Associated Press Stylebook (online or print; most recent edition)

Reporter’s notebooks or steno pads and at least two pens and pencils every time you go on
an interview. Audio recorders are optional. Smart phone audio recorder / camera, a point-
and-shoot camera or a digital camera if you have one.

Bring these texts to class every day, especially the AP Stylebook. You are required to use
AP style for all your stories and messages.

Read, listen to or watch the following each week:

KTEP and National Public Radio (NPR)

El Paso Matters

New York Times

El Diario de El Paso or Juarez

One or more local broadcast news stations (Univision, Telemundo, ABC, NBC, CBS, Fox
local)

(El Paso Times and El Paso Inc. would also be good if you have a subscription, but not
required)



You will need to keep up with current events. You are expected to read newspapers and
engage in other forms of communication such as television news, magazine reading, and
social media. We'll discuss current events in class and you are expected to participate in the
discussion. There may be pop quizzes on current events.

Storage: You are required to bring an electronic copy of your work to class on a USB-
memory stick (thumb drive) or be able to access via a cloud service (OneDrive, etc).

CLASS STRUCTURE: This course will be writing intensive and incorporate web-based
reading assignments and activities on Blackboard to teach journalism skills and best
practices. Formal writing assignments and quizzes will be graded on a scale of 0-100.
Students will create and contribute to a weekly online discussion on the topics we will be
learning about and reporting on.

Assignments:. Assignments consist of the following:

e Writing exercises and quizzes. The exercises will help you hone your skills and
practice on deadline, the quizzes will help you master AP style, grammar and
current events.. The dropped grade policy is designed to account for missed
assignments due to illness and emergencies.

e There will be a number of in-class exercises that will be graded under Participation.
Additional mandatory exercises expected to be completed outside of class will be
averaged for a grade for Assignments.

GRADING

Grading Scale

A =90-100 points
B =80-89 points
C=70-79 points
D = 60-69 points
F =59 or lower

For writing assignments:

A = very few errors; able to publish with only minor edits

B = few errors; able to publish with editing (minor rewriting may be required)

C = some errors; able to publish with major editing and rewriting by the student

D = many errors; not able to publish even with major editing; major rewriting by student is
definitely required for the piece to be published.

F = not able to publish because of grave errors or omissions; must be completely rewritten



Submitting your work: When turning in a story assignment, follow these standards: All
stories must be computer-generated. Stories must be single-spaced. Use 12 point Times
New Roman. Stories may be submitted on Blackboard. The time stamp on the story will be
the final determinant of whether you made deadline.

e Single-source stories and unnamed sources are not accepted in this class.

e Stories with your opinion are also not accepted.

¢ You must submit a list of all sources and their contact information (phone number

or e-mail address). You must submit audio recordings of interviews if asked.
e Story facts will be spot-checked for accuracy and plagiarism.

Late papers

In the real world, there are few valid excuses for late assignments and missed deadlines.
COMM 2373 is a training course and we expect you to be organized. Part of what you’ll
learn in here is time management. You have to give yourself a margin, a cushion, of time
during which you’ll read over and edit your own story before submitting it to your
instructor - rather than just writing something up at the last minute and thrusting your
unedited copy into his/her waiting hands. Always have a “Plan B” in case your primary
story idea falls through.

Begin planning stories in advance, at least a week beforehand. Missing sources are no
excuse - have backup source(s) planned. Always be working on at least two stories
simultaneously. Deadlines are hard and fast - just like in the real world. And they will
change from week to week, depending on the assignment.

Attendance Policy

Attendance is determined by class participation. Students must be prepared,
participate in group discussions, and complete the course modules in order to
understand and incorporate the strategies and processes used to complete the
projects.

ILLNESS PRECAUTIONS

Please stay home if you have symptoms of a communicable illness. If you are feeling unwell,
please let us know as soon as possible, so that we can work on appropriate
accommodations.

Drop Policy

Students wishing to withdraw from the course with a grade of “W” must do so before the
official college deadline.

[ will not drop you from the course. However, if you feel that you are unable to complete the
course successfully, please let me know and then contact the Registrar’s Office to initiate
the drop process. If you do not, you are at risk of receiving an “F” for the course

Scholastic Integrity


https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/registrar/students/registration.html

[t is expected that you will research and report all of your own work and that you will
know how to properly attribute sources and quote people accurately.

Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation of the UTEP
Handbook of Operating Procedures. It includes, but is not limited to, cheating,
plagiarism, and collusion. Cheating may involve copying from or providing
information to another student or falsifying source material. Plagiarism occurs when
someone intentionally or knowingly represents the words or ideas of another as ones'
own. Self-plagiarism involves “recycling” assignments from other classes or
publications. Collusion involves collaborating with another person to commit any
academically dishonest act. Any act of academic dishonesty attempted by a UTEP
student is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. All suspected violations of academic
integrity at The University of Texas at El Paso must be reported to the Office of Student
Conduct and Conflict Resolution (OSCCR) for possible disciplinary action. To learn
more HOOP: Student Conduct and Discipline.

Artificial Intelligence
The use of generative Al tools such as Chat GPT is not permitted in this course, except for
the following activities*, which must be noted or cited:

o Generating ideas for stories, but not for writing pitches or summaries
o Research on a topic for background that is then verified by your fact-checking

and developed using your own words and news reporting skills to localize
and update.

o Assistance with summarizing content from credible, verifiable sources (such
as public meeting minutes). Needs to be fact-checked thoroughly. This is only
for reference, not to be submitted as your own writing.

o Experimenting with creating visualizations that might be used with stories
AFTER getting approval from your instructor and discussing appropriate use.

*A short paragraph describing how the tool(s) was/were used for the assignment
must be included.

However, you may not use Al tools to complete the following activities:
e Writing your stories or assignments

e C(Creating visualizations without prior instructor approval

Students must cite any borrowed content sources to comply with all applicable citation
guidelines, copyright law, and avoid plagiarism. Instances that violate these guidelines will
be referred to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution.

Grade grievance: Formal grade appeals may be submitted to the Faculty Senate’s
Grievance Committee. Criteria and form can be found at this link.



https://admin.utep.edu/LinkClick.aspx?link=HOOP-Section+II.pdf&tabid=30181&mid=63285
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/dean-of-students-office/resources/grade-grievance.html

Accommodations Policy: The University is committed to providing reasonable
accommodations to students with documented disabilities. Students who become pregnant
may also request reasonable accommodations, in accordance with state and federal laws
and regulations and University policy. Accommodations that constitute undue hardship are
not reasonable. To make a request, please register with the UTEP Center for
Accommodations and Support Services (CASS). Contact CASS at 915-747-5148, email them
at cass@utep.edu, or apply for accommodations online via the CASS portal.

Student Resources

UTEP provides a variety of student services and support:

UTEP Library: Access a wide range of resources including online, full-text
access to thousands of journals and eBooks plus reference service and
librarian assistance for enrolled students.

Help Desk: Students experiencing technological challenges (email, Blackboard,
software, etc.) can submit a ticket to the UTEP Helpdesk for assistance. Contact the
Helpdesk via phone, email, chat, website, or in person if on campus.

University Writing Center (UWC): Submit papers here for assistance with
writing style and formatting, ask a tutor for help and explore other writing
resources.

Online AP Stylebook and AP Writing lab: Link and instructions on how to use

the UTEP VPN to access the Associated Press Stylebook online free.

Military Student Success Center: UTEP welcomes military-affiliated students to its
degree programs, and the Military Student Success Center and its dedicated staff
(many of whom are veterans and students themselves) are here to help personnel in
any branch of service to reach their educational goals.

A Miners Guide: Help with Time Management, Stress

UTEP Counseling Services: Including hotline helpline



http://libraryweb.utep.edu/
https://www.utep.edu/irp/technologysupport/
http://uwc.utep.edu/
https://libguides.utep.edu/COMM3313/Associated_Press_Manual_online
about:blank
https://www.utep.edu/esp/resources/index.html
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/counsel/resources/services-students.html

