
Guidelines—Poetics
crw 5321 narrative theory & poetics

José de Piérola
jdepierola@utep.edu

crw 5321 10966 narrative theory & poetics
fall 2023: aug 28–dec 7, 2023

ByWeek 14, you are required to submit your poetics.

general
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• This is a statement of your poetics as a working writer. It can draw ideas from the readings, or other
sources, but it should present your “original” take on them while acknowledging your sources.

• YourWriter’s Statement should include two aspects:
1. Your vision of how a particular literary work should be put together (theory),
2. And what kind of effect such a structure should have on its audience (practice).

• Your poetics is not about what you see in literary works written by others, even by writers you
admire—it is the poetics that you embrace as a writer or poet.

• Use concrete examples, quoting them when necessary. These quotes should come from literary
sources, but they may include a few from your own work. That said, keep quotations to less than
10% of your statement.⇐ important

• Acknowledge other people’s visions, words and ideas.

format
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Margins:
◦ Top, left and bottom: 1 inch
◦ Right: 2.5 inches⇐ important
◦ Upper right corner of every page: last-name / 99.

• Include your full name in the upper right corner of the first page.
• Use a readable, serif font, except Times Roman. Use a 13 point size if the font is small (Garamond),
and 12 point if the font is big (Georgia).

• Format your poetics using a line spacing of at least 1.5.
• Use white background and black text.

submission
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

to the workshop
• Check your spelling and punctuation before you print your poetics.
• Turn in clean copies (without corrections or marks).
• Print on a double-sided page enough copies for all of your classmates.
• Make sure your poetics is stapled.

to me
• Submit your poetics in pdf format. Other formats are not accepted.
• Name your pdf file using the following convention: last name--poetics. For instance, if your
name is Ellen James, your pdf file will be: James--Poetics

• Submit your poetics via email to jdepierola@utep.edu by November 29, 2023, by 3:00 pm.
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Guidelines—Presentation
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crw 5321 10966 narrative theory & poetics
fall 2023: aug 28–dec 7, 2023

During the course of the semester, you are required to do a professional-grade presentation. Make
sure you follow the guidelines below:

before you present
...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Start working on your presentation early, so you have plenty of time to research, prepare and
rehearse it.

• Watch a couple of professional presentations at www.ted.org. Take note of what seems to work
and what does not.

• Make an outline for your presentation based on the text you have chosen. Include the central
ideas, and examples illustrating them.

• Refine your outline until youhave the fewestmain ideas possible—those that youunderstand and
are able to discuss at length during your presentation—and significant examples that will make
these ideas memorable.

creating your presentation
...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Organize your presentation around the main ideas you have refined in the previous step.
• Create slides using images that will support the ideas you are presenting. These visual aids should
not compete with but complement your presentation.

• important: Minimize the number of words on screen—the fewer the better. You do not want
your audience to be looking at the screen rather than listening to you. The only exception are
quotes you will be discussing at length.

• Use big, readable fonts. Change the text color if the background makes it less readable.
• Combine images and text for impact. Use text only if you need amore focused attention to it (i.e.,
when you will be discussing a quote).

• Rehearse your presentationusing a timer.Make sure that you canpresent speaking at a natural
pace under 15 to 20 minutes. Cut sections or examples if necessary.

during your presentation
...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Start on time, and setup a timer you can see.
• Keep eye contact with the audience. Do not present looking at your slides.
• Do not read your slides, unless you are discussing a quote.
• Make pauses when you are done with a point and before you start discussing the next one. Make
longer pauses for emphasis.

• Keep a natural pace, keeping in mind the time you have available, but avoid rushing.
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Guidelines—Research Project Proposal
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crw 5321 10966 narrative theory & poetics
fall 2023: aug 28–dec 7, 2023

By Week 12, you are required to submit a proposal outlining the Research Project you intend to write
for this class. Follow the guidelines below:

general
....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Name and author of the literarywork youwill workwith. If you intend toworkwith a film, provide
the name of the film, director and year of release.

• Include at least two external sources that you will use in your project. External sources should
be printed books and journals or peer-reviewed online publications. Other online sources such as
Wikipedia may be used but they do not fulfill this requirement.

• Your project will develop an argument about:
1. how a narrative theory or poetics can be used to understand a narrative “text” in terms of:
2. its (a) structural components and its (b) intended effect on the reader.

• Your research project proposal should show that you have a good command of the theory
and how it applies to narrative or poetry “texts.”

• Your argument must be particular to the theoretical framework and the “text” chosen. If you can
use the same argument with another pairing—“text“ and theory—it is not a good argument.

structure
....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Include the name of the main “text” you intend to analyze.
• Discuss the main theoretical framework you will use.
• Present the argument you intend to develop— be as concise and as specific as possible (see the last
item above).

• List the external sources you plan to use (follow the mla format).1
• Present an outline of your project, including the examples that will be used to support your argu-
ment.

• Write your preliminary conclusions. Thesewill changewhen you are donewriting your project, but
they should show where you are planning to take your argument.

• Your proposal should fit in two pages.

submission
....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Name your pdf file using your last name and the assignment’s name. For instance:

James--Research Project Proposal

• Submit your research project proposal in pdf format. Other formats are not accepted.
• Submit your research project proposal via email to jdepierola@utep.edu by November
15, 2023, by 3:00 pm.

1For more information see: style.mla.org
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Guidelines—Research Project
crw 5321 narrative theory & poetics

José de Piérola
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crw 5321 10966 narrative theory & poetics
fall 2023: aug 28–dec 7, 2023

By Week 15 (December 6, 2023), you are required to submit a research project. In it, you
will develop an analysis of a narrative text by using the narrative theory and poetics we have read
in class.

goals (40%)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Your research project must be an original analysis of a text using a particular theory. Para-
phrasing analyses written by others or quoting external sources extensively (more than 10%) is
not acceptable.

Your project should show that you have a good command of the following:
□ Present a clear argument that links your theory with the “text” chosen
□ Use the correct terms from the theory you have chosen
□ Show awareness of the poetics of the “text” you are discussing (if you are working with a

film, use the terms that are particular to film criticism)
□ Use at least two external sources to support your main argument (these must be peer-

reviewed papers or books)

structure (20%)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

□ Present your main argument early on
□ Present a concrete assessment of the implications of the text in terms of its cultural, historical

or literary context
□ Use less than a page (≈300 words) for the summary of the narrative text under discussion
□ Focus on a few, meaningful aspects of the narrative text. Do not analyze more than three

aspects
□ Show that you understand the theory you are using, and that you have read / watched care-

fully the narrative text under discussion

general requirements (20%)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

□ Your research project should be at least 15 pages (≈4,500 words)
□ Acknowledge other people’s ideas by name and work when necessary
□ Use the mla format style for all citations, references and your bibliography (include chapter

number and exact time count [hours, minutes, seconds] when citing films)
□ Double check the accuracy of your bibliography
□ Double check your grammar, spelling and punctuation
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2 guidelines—research project

format (20%)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

□ margins: Upper, lower and left: 1 inch. Right: 2 inches (⇐ important)
□ text:

◦ Font: Garamond, Georgia or Palatino set in 13 points (no Times Roman).
◦ Line spacing: 1.5

□ first page: Write on the upper right corner the following, one item per line: course and
assignment, date, your name. If your name is Hellen James, write:

CRW 5321 Research Project
December 6, 2023
Hellen James

□ following pages: Last name / page number. For example:
James / 2

□ last page: Bibliography.Use themla format for quotations and bibliography (see it online
at www.mla.org).

submission
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• format: Research projects must be submitted in pdf format (other file formats will not be
accepted)

• submission name: last name--research project. For instance, if your last name is
James, you will name your pdf file:

James--Research Project

• deadline: Submit your research project via email to jdepierola@utep.edu by De-
cember 6, 2023, at 5:00 pm.

• late submissions: Youwill be able to submit your project until December 7, 2023 at 3:00
pm.Research projects submitted after the deadlinewill be penalizedwith 10%off their grade.

important: Students whose researchproject does not follow these requirements
will be given a chance to resubmit, but their researchprojectwill be considered late.
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Guidelines—Weekly Response
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José de Piérola
jdepierola@utep.edu

crw 5321 10966 narrative theory & poetics
fall 2023: aug 28–dec 7, 2023

FromWeek 1 toWeek 14, you are required to submit aweekly response.Make sure you follow
the guidelines below:

content
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Your weekly response is meant to show that you have read and thought about the texts under
consideration of the corresponding week. Your response should focus on a key idea you find
interesting, memorable, even particularly challenging in one of the readings of the week. Your
response should include the main items outlined below, either as independent paragraphs or em-
bedded in your response.
1. summary: Present a summary (less than a paragraph) of the key idea you are about to

discuss. Ideally, you should include the page number, including paragraph number where
this idea seems to appear more clearly.

2. interpretation: Discuss what the implications of this particular key idea are in rela-
tionship to the rest of the text under consideration, other texts we have read in class, or the
cultural context in which this idea was presented. Make a brief assessment of whether it is
still relevant today.

3. criticism: Discuss in which way the key idea you have selected is meaningful to you in
your creative practice.Considerwhether it is also relevant in termsof the response you expect
for your readers.

general
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Your weekly response should be at least 600 words.
• Format your weekly response using a letter-sized page with a margin of 1.5 inches all
around, and a serif typeface at 13 points (no Times Roman, please).

• Include course name, your name, and assignment and date in the upper left corner. For in-
stance, if your name is Hellen James: CRW 5321 Weekly Response

Hellen James

Week 1 / Aug. 30, 2023

• Name your pdf file using your last name, the week and the week’s number. For instance, if
your name is Henry James and you are submitting your weekly response for Week 1:

James--Weekly Response 1

submission
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Submit your weekly response in pdf format. Other formats are not accepted.
• Submit your weekly response via email to jdepierola@utep.edu by wednesday at
3:00pm.
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Workshop—Guidelines
crw 5321 narrative theory & poetics

José de Piérola
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crw 5321 10966 narrative theory & poetics
fall 2023: aug 28–dec 7, 2023

Ourworkshopwill runonWeek15 (dec6). In theworkshop youwill play one of the following roles: author, reader,
and editor. The author submits the manuscript. The reader offers written comments. The editors, in addition, will
write a two page review of the manuscript. The guidelines for each role are as follows:

author
......................................................................................................................................................................

• Submit your poetics in advance (Week 14) via
email to jdepierola@utep.edu by wednesday
at 3:00 pm.

• Print enough copies for all your classmates.
• If possible, print double sided to save paper.
• Format:

◦ Top, left and bottommargin: 1.5′′
◦ Right margin: 2.5′′ ⇐ . . . . . . . important
◦ Font size: 12–14pt
◦ Line spacing: 1.5

• Include a header with your last name and page
number: last-name / 9.

• Do not explain your work during the workshop.
• Take all questions posed by readers and editors as
rhetorical—do not answer them.

• Take notes as the workshop progresses.

reflection:

After the workshop, you need to write a one
page workshop reflection on the feedback
received discussing:

• Suggestions you plan to implement.
• Suggestions that changed your poetics.
• Suggestions you consider irrelevant and why.
You will submit your workshop reflection
via email to jdepierola@utep.edu by Friday at
5:00pm.

reader
......................................................................................................................................................................

• Read the submissions in advance. Use the right
margin to write legible comments.

• Mark the sections that explain the author’s poetics
clearly. Explain why.

• Mark the sections that need clarification. Give con-
crete, actionable suggestions.

• Donot line edit.Make your suggestions on the first
page, and write a relevant comment at the end.

• Do not post questions to the author—write them
in the manuscript.

• Help the editor by answering questions raised in
the workshop.

• Be honest, but not brutal.

editor
......................................................................................................................................................................

• You will write a two page (≈600 words) edito-
rial review of the poetics assigned to you.

• Your review should summarize in no more than
one paragraph what you understand as the poetics
of the poetics under consideration.

• Select a section that conveys the writer’s poetics
particularly well, and explain why.

• Offer at least one constructive suggestion as to how
to improve the readability and persuasiveness of
the poetics under consideration. Be specific.

• Name your pdf file as follows: Last-name--
Editorial Review for author. For instance, if your
last name is James and you are reviewing work
by Virginia Woolf, your pdf file will be named:
James--Editorial Review for Woolf.

• Submit your editorial review in pdf format
via email to jdepierola@utep.eduby tuesday at
5:00 pm.

the day of the workshop:

• Youwill moderate the workshop, and be an advo-
cate for your author.

• If you feel that comments are not helping to im-
prove the piece, youmay steer the discussionback
to what would benefit your author the most.

• You will clarify, whenever needed, any doubts
other readers might have.
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