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crw 5366 36114 mastering fictionwriting
summer 2023: jul 1–aug 18, 2023

Eachweek (exceptWeeks 4 and 7), youwill submit a creativeresponse.This is a rewrite of themaster
scene as fiction focusing on only one of the techniques of the week (see Program). For instance, your
creative response forWeek 1may focus either on “words” or “sentences” but not both.Make sure you
follow the guidelines below:

content
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Yourcreativeresponse ismeant to show that youunderstand andknowhowtouse oneparticular
narrative technique.

• Your assignment may use all of the narrative techniques required, but it should render the master
scene with an emphasis on the corresponding narrative technique you have chosen (see Program).

• Though your assignment should be self-contained, as we read it, we should get the impression that
it belongs to a larger piece; therefore, you should assume that characters, setting and main narrative
momentum have been introduced already.

• In the process of writing, you are free to name the characters, the town where the action happens,
etcetera. In the same fashion, you are free to imagine motivation and backstory. These changes may
be carried over all of your assignments. Conversely, youmay also recreate the story in each assignment.

• important: Do not write beyond, nor elaborate the master scene, which should only be a fic-
tional scaffolding for you to practice a particular writing technique.

format
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Your creative response should be at least 600 words.
• You will turn in your assignment in pdf format.
• Use a Roman typeface (Garamond, Georgia, Palatino, etc.) at 13 points, except Times Roman.
• Format your creative response for a letter sized page with the following margins: right = 2.5
inches; top, bottom, left = 1.5 inches.

• Include course name, your name, week, date, and technique in the upper left corner. For instance, if
your name is Ellen James: CRW 5366 Mastering Fiction Writing

Ellen James
Week 1 / July 1, 2023 / Words

• Create a pdf file, and name it using your last name and the assignment’s name. For instance, if
you are Ellen James and you are submitting your Week 1 creative response, name your file:
James--Creative Response 1.pdf

submission
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Submit your creative response in pdf format. Other formats will not be accepted.
• Submit your creative response through Blackboard (under Assignments). The assignment win-
dow will be available fromMonday at 9:00 am to Friday at 5:00 pm (El Paso local time).

• The dealine for full credit is Wednesday at 3:00 pm (El Paso local time).
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OnWeeks 3 and 6 (jul. 17 and aug. 7), you are required to turn in the successive drafts (first and second)
of your fiction piece. Keep in mind the following guidelines:

general
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• The first draft of your fiction piece may be of any length beyond three pages (≈900 words).
• The second draft of your fiction piece should be approximately 15 pages long (≈4,500 words).
Use your word processor’s word count feature.

• Your fiction piece should not have been submitted to fulfill a similar requirement in another class.

format
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Margins:

{
◦ Top, left and bottom: 1 inch
◦ Right: 2.5 inches⇐ important (This wide margin is useful for comments.)

• The first page should bear on the upper right corner: name, date, and word count. For instance, if
your fiction piece is “Losing Nemo”: Joan Garcia

July 17, 2023
Losing Nemo / Draft 1
2,450 words

• On the following pages, include a header with your last name and page number in the upper right
corner of every page: Garcia / 1 (page 1), Garcia / 2 (page 2), and so forth.

• Use a readable, roman font such as Georgia, Palatino, Garamond, Minion Pro or one of its variants.
Use a 13 point size if the font is small (Garamond), or 12 point size if the font is big (Georgia). im-
portant: Avoid Times Roman, as it is hard to read on some screens.

• Use white paper and black text.

submission
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Submit your installment in pdf format. Other formats are not accepted.
• Check your spelling and punctuation.
• Name your pdf file using the following convention (where 9 will be substituted by 1 or 2 depending
on the draft you are submitting): Last Name--Draft9.pdf. For instance, if your last name is Garcia,
your files will be: Garcia--Draft1.pdf

Garcia--Draft2.pdf
• Submit your fiction piece via Blackboard in the corresponding workshop by Wednesday at 5:00
pm the week it is due. See the instruction in the discussion board of the week.

mailto:jdepierola@utep.edu


Portfolio—Guidelines
crw 5321 mastering fictionwriting—july 1, 2023

José de Piérola
jdepierola@utep.edu

crw 5366 36114 mastering fictionwriting
summer 2023: jul 1–aug 18, 2023

portfolio
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Your portfolio is the final project for the class. It consists of three parts:
• technique reference: Based on your technique logs, this is an explanation, with examples,
of the narrative techniques we have discussed in class (≈2,000 words) that you found most relevant
for your writing practice.

• preface: This is a short discussion of your editing process as you went from draft 1 to manuscript
(≈1,200 words), including changes of intent and changes on narrative techniques.

• manuscript: The final draft of the fiction piece, incorporating the comments received through-
out our three workshops, and as close as possible to submission (double check your spelling and
formatting).

format
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Margins:

{
◦ Top and bottom: 1 inch
◦ Left and right: 1.5 inches

• Include a header with your last name and page number in the upper right corner of every page. For
instance if your last name is Chiu, the headers will be: Chiu/1

Chiu/2
and so forth.

• Include course name, your name, assignment name, and date in the upper left corner of your first
page. For instance, if your name is Monica Chiu: CRW 5366 Mastering Fiction Writing

Monica Chiu
Portfolio
August 18, 2023

• Use a readable, Roman font such as Georgia, Palatino, Garamond, Minion Pro or one of its vari-
ants. Use a 13 point size if the font is small (Garamond), or 12 point size if the font is big (Georgia).
important: Avoid Times Roman and its variants, as they are hard to read on some screens.

• Use at least 1.5 as your line spacing.
• Use white paper and black text in your settings.

submission
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Submit your portfolio in pdf format. Other formats are not accepted.
• Name your pdf file using the following convention:Last Name--Portfolio. For instance, if your
last name is Chiu, your file should be: Chiu--Portfolio

• Submit your portfolio through Blackboard (under “Assignments”). The assignment windowwill
be available fromMonday, August 14 at 9:00 am to Friday, August 18 at 5:00 pm (mt).

• deadline:August 18, 2023 at 5:00 pm (mt)
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Each week when we discuss a text on the craft of fiction (see “Program” in the syllabus), you are required
to submit a technique log. Make sure you follow the guidelines below:

content
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Your technique log is based on one of the narrative techniques discussed in the week.
• If there is more than one narrative technique in a week, focus on the one that seemsmore relevant to
your writing practice.

• Start by giving a concise definition of the writing technique in your own words.
• Youmay adapt, change, extend, even reinvent the narrative technique to fit your ownneeds.However,
this should be discussed in your technique log.

• In your discussion, you must include examples from well known classic novels, or one of the fiction
readings for the class.

• Your technique log should also include one short example of your own creation. This is only
meant to show that you have understood the writing technique well enough to use it in your own
writing.

format
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Your technique log should be at least 600 words, but there is no limit.
• Use a Roman typeface (Garamond, Georgia, Palatino, etc.) at 13 points, except Times Roman.
• Format your technique log for a letter sized page with margins of 1.5 inches.
• Include course name, your name, week, date, and technique in the upper left corner. For instance, if
your name is Ellen James: CRW 5366 Mastering Fiction Writing

Ellen James

Week 1 / July 1, 2023 / Sentences

• Name your pdf file using the following convention (where <99> will be substituted by the week
in which you are submitting your technique log): <last name>–Technique-Week<99>. For in-
stance, if you are Ellen James and you are submitting your response for Week 1, name your file as
follows: James--Technique-Week01.pdf

submission
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

• Submit your technique log in pdf format. Other formats are not acceptable.
• Submit yourtechniquelog throughBlackboard (under “Assignments”).The assignmentwindow
will be available fromMonday at 9:00 am to Friday at 5:00 pm (mt).
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In the workshop sessions—Week 4 and Week 7—you will
play the following roles: author, reader and editor.
The author submits the fiction piece. The reader offers
written and oral comments. The editor writes a two page re-
view of the fiction piece. The guidelines for each role are
as follows:

author
...................................................................................................................................................................................

• Submit your fiction piece using the following for-
mat: 1 inch for top, left, and bottom margins, and 2.5
inches for the rightmargin only (this will give readers
plenty of space to write comments); line spacing of at
least 16 pts; include page numbers; use a readable font.

• Make sure you upload your fiction piece to the cor-
responding forum in Blackboard.

• During the workshop:
1. Do not explain your work.
2. Take all questions are rhetorical.
3. Take notes about all of the comments and sugges-

tions.

reflection:

After the workshop, you need to write a one page re-
flection on the feedback received discussing:

• Suggestions you plan to implement.
• Suggestions that changed how you view your work.
• Suggestions you consider irrelevant and why.
Upload your reflection through Blackboard by
Friday at 5:00 pm.

reader
...................................................................................................................................................................................

• Read the work in advance. Write readable notes on the
right margin. Use a pdf editing program to write your
comments on the right margin.

• Mark sections that you find particularly effective (when
a given narrative technique has achieved its goal). Ex-
plain why.

• Mark sections that need improvement. Give sugges-
tions. Be specific.

• Do not line edit the whole manuscript. If you feel that

the work needs line editing, work on one page only, and
write a relevant comment at the end.

• Do not ask questions during the critique—write them
on the manuscript.

• Upload the submission with your comments as a pdf
attachment to the first comment you post.

• Help the editor by answering the questions posted on
the corresponding thread, and by adding your own
comments to the work.

• Be honest, completely honest, but not brutal.

editor
...................................................................................................................................................................................

• Youwill write a twopage (≈600words) editorialre-
view of the fiction piece assigned to you.

• Your editorial review should summarize in no more
than one paragraph what the fiction piece under
consideration is about andwhat are themost important
narrative techniques used.

• Select a couple of passages in which such narrative tech-
niques are particularly effective (when their use has
achieved their goal). Explain why.

• Select a couple of passages in which the narrative tech-
niques could be improved on. Offer constructive sug-
gestions. Be specific.

• Name your pdf file as follows: Editor--Editorial
Review for Author. For instance, if your last name is
James and your are writing an editorial revidw for Gar-
cia, your pdf file will be named:

James--Editorial Review for Garcia.pdf

• Upload the submission with your comments as a pdf
attachment to the first comment you post.

in the workshop:

• You will moderate the workshop, and be an advocate
for your author.

• If you feel that comments are not helping to improve
the piece, youmay steer the discussion back intowhat
would benefit your author the most.

• You will clarify, whenever needed, any doubts other
readers might have.
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