
Course Information 
MUST 3315: Music Technology 2​
University of Texas at El Paso​
Instructor: Professor Jesus Apodaca​
Location: Music Technology Computer Lab | Prospect 308​
Meeting Times: TR 9:00 AM - 10:20 AM 
Office Hours: MWF 7:30-9:00 AM by appointment only 
Email: jdapodaca2@utep.edu 
Office: Fox FIne Arts M432 

 

mailto:jdapodaca2@utep.edu


Course Description 

The course is intended to be the second in a series with the Music Technology and Commercial 
Music degree plans. Its core purpose is to further develop good practices in the use of a digital 
audio workstation (Logic Pro) and music notation software (Dorico), as well as introduce more 
advanced uses and skillsets within these programs. The skills gained in this course are 
designed to be transferable to other professional software platforms. 

Students will learn: 

●​ Advanced forms of editing audio, such as Flex Time and Flex Pitch 
●​ The basics of compressors, reverbs, and delays 
●​ Advanced uses of Logic’s software instruments 
●​ Synthesizer modeling 
●​ Advanced note entry 
●​ Advanced use of Engrave Mode in Dorico 
●​ Advanced functions of Write Mode in Dorico 
●​ Further develop best practices for saving and sharing files 

The course emphasizes vocabulary, software familiarity, and foundational technical 
processes—not creative output such as songwriting, beat-making, producing, singing, or 
performance. 

Students will also develop strong habits in: 

●​ Digital file organization 
●​ Professional communication 
●​ Delivering projects according to professional and industry standards 

Both the Commercial Music and Music Technology degrees at UTEP are grounded within the 
broader context of classical music, emphasizing individual instruction, classical theory, 
traditional repertoire, and music history. This course—and those that follow (Music Technology 
2, 3, etc.)—are designed to support and align with those academic foundations. While in some 
courses within the Commercial Music or Music Technology degrees, music in jazz or popular 
styles may be emphasized, the objectives of this course are to impart skills which may be 
transferred to those mediums, but they will not be the focus of the course.  



Materials 

Required: 

●​ External Hard Drive (USB-C, 500 GB or above) 

Students must not save files on lab computers. All work must be stored on their external drives. 
Failure to acquire the required hard drive may severely impact a student’s grade or ability to 
complete assignments. 

Optional Materials: 

●​ XLR (not USB) Microphone (e.g., Audio-Technica AT2020, Shure SM58, MXL 770) 
●​ Wired, Over-Ear Studio Monitor Headphones (e.g., Sony MDR-7506, Sennheiser, 

Audio-Technica) 

Use of Personal Computers, iPads, Tablets, and Other Devices 

To be clear: there is absolutely zero expectation that students must purchase their own Apple 
computer or their own copy of Logic or their own copy of Dorico. Students are expected to work 
in the Music Technology Lab during Lab Hours and must plan accordingly.  

All work should be completed on lab computers. Personal devices are welcome but not a 
substitute for lab attendance. The following are not accepted: Logic Pro on iPad, Dorico on 
iPad, other DAWs or notation software unless specifically assigned. 

Lab Hours 
 
The Music Technology Computer Lab is used for classes as well as for students to be able to 
access and use the lab for assignments. Students may use the lab during the following hours. 
 
Prospect Hall | 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
 
Monday, Wednesday | 7:00 AM - 9:20 AM, 12:30 PM - 5:00 PM 
 
Tuesday, Thursday | 7:00 AM - 7:50 AM, 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM, 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
​
Friday | 7:00 AM - 10:20 AM, 12:30 PM - 5:00 PM 

 

 



Course Delivery and Format 

Course content will be delivered through 

●​ PowerPoint/slides presentations 
●​ Lectures and in-class demonstrations 

Instruction will include lectures, video presentations, in-class demonstrations, and guided lab 
time. Students are expected to take detailed notes during lectures and demonstrations for their 
own reference. While the instructor will post relevant materials, spontaneous discussions and 
responses may not be documented.  

Materials will be made available on Blackboard when possible.  

Some assignments will be completed during class, while others will require out-of-class work. 
On certain days, class sessions may be designated as lab/work days, during which attendance 
may be optional for students who have already completed their assignments. 

Independent research using platforms like YouTube, Reddit, and Google is encouraged for 
troubleshooting and deepening understanding. 

 



Prerequisites 

MUST 1215 - Music Technology 1 - with C or better 

This course relies heavily on the use of notated music; having zero prior knowledge will make 
the course very difficult. 

For commercial music majors/minors and music technology majors, it is recommended that you 
take this course after completing Piano A & B and/or Music Fundamentals I & II. 

If you find the course content too easy or believe you have prior mastery of the material, please 
discuss this with the instructor; email as soon as possible to meet and discuss. Although 
credit-by-exam or course substitutions are not available, students demonstrating advanced 
understanding may be offered opportunities for enrichment through additional assignments, 
independent projects, or leadership roles. In any case, you are encouraged to focus on 
producing high-quality work by earning top marks on all assignments and assessments, 
attending class punctually, and fully engaging with the material. This approach will support your 
overall GPA and prepare you for more challenging coursework ahead. Full engagement and a 
willingness to explore topics in greater depth are essential to ensure a rewarding and rigorous 
learning experience. 

Graduate Level Credit 
 
Graduate students may take this course for credit. Graduate students taking this course must 
complete all coursework in line with undergraduate students, and will have an 3 (three) 
additional assignments, as outlined below: 
 

1.​ A presentation which will be delivered to the class on a topic to be assigned by the 
instructor. The topic will be relevant to the coursework and attempts will be made to 
make the topic relevant either to the student’s major field of study, to an area the student 
excelled in during the course, or to an area the student struggled with during the course.  

2.​ Additional Dorico/notation assignments, which will be assigned. Depending on the 
graduate student's major field of study, the instructor will assign the student additional 
notation assignments of various lengths and complexity. If the graduate student is a 
music major, the assignments may include transcription and transposition of music 
requested by the music faculty. 

3.​ Additional Logic/audio assignments, which will be assigned. Depending on the 
graduate students’ major field of study, the instructor will assign the student additional 
assignments in Logic Pro.  
 

Note: Depending on the level of prior knowledge of the graduate student, a particular field of 
interest expressed by the student, or a particular need of the instructor, the student may be 
asked to substitute any of these assignments with other assignments at the discretion of the 
instructor. All assignments will be directly relevant to the course and require a high level of rigor. 



Communication 

The instructor will primarily communicate in class. Occasionally, announcements and materials 
will be shared via: 

●​ UTEP email — check it multiple times daily 
●​ Blackboard — log in daily for announcements, handouts, and assignments 

Students must install: 

●​ Duo Mobile App for two-factor authentication 
●​ Outlook and Blackboard apps for mobile access 
●​ OneDrive for file sharing and assignment submissions 

Familiarity with these tools is required. Technical difficulties or lack of knowledge will not excuse 
missed work or deadlines. 

If students need to communicate with the instructor, they should do that by emailing him directly. 
Office hours are by appointment only.  



Grading 

 
The overall grade will reflect the following: 

●​ Assignments: 70% 
●​ Attendance: 30% 

For quizzes and traditional tests, each question will be assigned a specific numerical value, and 
final grades will reflect the total points earned. 

For assignments completed in Logic Pro, Dorico, or other relevant software—where work is not 
broken into discrete questions—grades will be assigned holistically. This means that the 
assignment will be evaluated as a whole, taking into account overall effectiveness, accuracy, 
completeness, creativity (where appropriate), and adherence to instructions. A single letter or 
numerical grade will be assigned based on the general quality of the work.  



Attendance Policy 

Attendance is taken at every class. Students arriving late will receive half credit for attendance 
that day. 

Regardless of the reason for an absence, students are fully responsible for all content covered 
in class, including lectures, demonstrations, instructions, and announcements. The instructor is 
not required to re-teach missed material individually. 

Students are expected to be present for the entire class period. If a student is only present when 
roll is taken but is not in class for the rest of the time—regardless of whether roll was taken at 
the beginning, middle, or end—they will be marked absent. 

Students are expected to adhere to the attendance policy as outlined. While attendance is 
required for all enrolled students, the instructor may, at their discretion, cancel class meetings or 
excuse individual students based on academic progress or other considerations. These 
decisions do not require further justification.  

Unexcused Absences 

Absences not excused by the Dean of Students require official documentation (e.g., doctor’s 
note). Common unexcused reasons include: 

●​ Car troubles 
●​ Illness without documentation 
●​ Family emergencies 

Unexcused absences receive zero credit and cannot be made up. 

Excused Absences for University-Recognized Activities 

Must be approved at least 10 days in advance by the Dean of Students. Students must 
present the excuse letter before the absence to make up missed work. 

UTEP Official Attendance Policy 

Students are expected to attend all classes. Excessive absences may result in the 
instructor dropping the student: 

●​ With a W before the drop deadline 
●​ With an F after the drop deadline 

Additional Guidance 

Review UTEP's Policies and Regulations  

https://catalog.utep.edu/policies-regulations/


Course Drop 
 
Because almost all of the course content is delivered by the instructor during class, attendance 
in class is absolutely critical. If students miss more than 3 classes, it is highly likely that they will 
have missed information that is critical to their understanding of the material and their ability to 
complete projects.  
 
When, in the judgment of the instructor, a student has been absent to such a degree as to 
impair his or her status relative to credit for the course, the instructor can drop the student from 
the class with a grade of W before the course drop deadline and with a grade of F after the 
course drop deadline.​
​
 For this course, excessive absences or tardiness may lead to a course drop: 
 

●​ More than 3 unexcused absences or 
●​ More than 5 tardies 

 
Students are responsible for tracking their attendance. The instructor is not obligated to issue 
warnings prior to initiating a drop. 

 



Course Assignments 

Grades will be taken from: 

●​ Quizzes  on vocabulary, terminology, processes, etc. 
●​ Assignments using software, submitted either electronically or on external hard drive 
●​ Student notes 

Assignment details will be given as the course progresses and may be explained verbally in 
class. 

Some assignments will be completed during class, while others will require out-of-class work. 
On certain days, class sessions may be designated as lab/work days, during which attendance 
may be optional for students who have already completed their assignments.  

Closed-Note Quizzes/Tests 

●​ No notes, devices, AI, or talking allowed 
●​ No texting or open tabs 
●​ Suspected violations result in a zero and referral to the Office of Community Standards 

Open-Note, Project-Based Assignments 

●​ Use of YouTube, Google, Reddit, AI, etc. is encouraged 
●​ Collaboration is allowed in the form of verbal discussion only 
●​ Classmates must not touch or edit your work. When in doubt, ask the instructor. 

Deadlines 

Late work will not be accepted. Assignments not submitted by the deadline will receive a zero 
and cannot be made up. 

Make-Up Work and Extra Credit 

No make-up work will be accepted. Extra credit will not be offered. 

Adherence to Equipment Specified in Assignments  

Certain assignments require specific equipment (e.g., XLR mic, audio interface). Substituting 
equipment (e.g., using a USB mic) may result in: 

●​ A zero for the assignment 
●​ Possible referral for academic dishonesty 



Notes - Note-taking and submission  

Students will be required to take notes during every class period. Every two to three weeks, 
students will submit their notes for grading. These assignments will be graded using a holistic 
approach.  



Academic Integrity 

All work must be created entirely and independently by the student submitting it. Any 
collaboration or outside assistance (including from AI) is strictly prohibited unless explicitly 
allowed. Violations will result in: 

●​ Zero for the assignment 
●​ Referral to the Office of Community Standards 

Examples include (but are not limited to): 

●​ Copying from another student's project 
●​ Editing another student's work 
●​ Letting someone else click/type/do any part of your work 
●​ Using downloaded files or AI-generated content 

All work must be original and created from scratch by you, for each and every specific 
assignment. 

Read UTEP's full policy here: Student Conduct and Discipline  

https://www.utep.edu/hoop/section-2/student-conduct-and-discipline.html


Course Schedule 
A detailed schedule is not provided due to the adaptive nature of the course. Further, due to the 
relatively short class periods, questions may arise that require lengthy explanations and 
postpone arrival at the next concept. 
 
The course will generally, but not exactly, follow this order: 
 
Logic 

●​ Review of best practices for Logic and Dorico 
○​ Saving files 
○​ Exporting files 
○​ Preparing files to be shared 

●​ Plug Ins 
○​ Compressors 
○​ Reverbs 
○​ Delays 

●​ Takes Folders, Comp’ing 
●​ Using Flex Time and Flex Pitch  

Dorico 
-​ Advanced Engraving Options 
-​ Advanced Write Mode 
-​ Using the Popover 
-​ Fingerings, Texts, and Lyrics Tools 
-​ Chord Symbols, Lead Sheets 
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