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Voice and Speech II/III 

Spring 2025 
 

"To free the voice is to free the person.” 
 -Kristin Linklater 
 

Instructor: Jay Stratton (He, Him) Cell: 347-581-6468 
Class: T, TR 9:30-10:50 Email: strattoncoach@gmail.com 
Fox M404 (Music Side) BUT 
Class will be on zoom through Feb 25 

jastratton@utep.edu 

 
Office: D451 opposite dance studio 
Office Hours: Tuesday or Thursday 12:45pm, or anytime by appointment 
Until 2/27, all office hours will be conducted remotely 
  
Because Jay is directing Silent Sky in Seattle, this course will happen in two portions: 
Through February 25th, course will be taught remotely via zoom 
Starting February 27th, course will switch to traditional in-person format 
 
Course Objectives 
After this course, you should: 

1. Have an understanding of the working of your own voice and articulators. 
2. Have an increased ability to support your voice with your breath and have more 

vocal power. 
3. Have access to more vocal variety. 
4. Have a beginning knowledge and understanding of the IPA. 
5. Be able to speak in one new dialect. 

 
Grading 
 
Submission only Grades (20%) 
The following items will be submitted and either accepted or not. They are not 
individually graded. 
 

• Personal Reflection Paper 
• Anatomy and Articulation Take Home Quiz 
• IPA Quiz 1 
• IPA Quiz 2 
• Selection of Poem for Imagery 
• Possible TBA 
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IPA Graded Quizzes (15% for IIs, 5% for IIIs) 
In addition to the two ungraded IPA quizzes, there will be two that are actually graded. 
These quizzes will be live and done in class. 
 
Poem for Imagery and Vocal Variety (20%) 
You will learn and present a poem to the class that explores imagery and vocal variety. 
This poem should be no longer than 60 seconds. 
 
Taught IPA Symbol or Pair, IIIs Only (10%) 
If you are a V&S III student, you will study and prepare to teach a randomly selected IPA 
sound pairing or symbol to the rest of the class. You should also prepare one handout to 
distribute to support this lesson. For example, if you got the bilabial plosives, you would 
teach both the /p/ and /b/ sounds and symbols. 
 
Monologue in Dialect (20%) 
You will present a monologue to the class in dialect. This monologue should be no longer 
than 90 seconds. For the II’s, this dialect will be RP and we will study it as a group. For 
the III’s this will be a dialect or accent of your choosing but it cannot be an accent or 
dialect that you have learned before. 
 
Participation and Attendance (25% of grade) 
You will be graded on your focus, willing participation, supportive attitude, and 
individual progress in daily class work.  Respect and enthusiasm for the lessons and the 
work of your fellow actors is a crucial part of this class work. Attendance is also a crucial 
factor in this graded element. 
 
Grading Scale 
You will be assigned a letter grade on each of the above assignments. Your final class 
grade is based on a weighted average of these grades (before any modification for 
attendance) according to the following scale. 
 
A = 3.50+ 
B = 2.76 - 3.49 
C = 1.76 - 2.75 
D = 1.00 - 1.75 
F = Less than 1.00 
 
Extra Credit: There are two ways to earn extra credit in this class: 

1. Have perfect attendance. 
2. You will also be awarded extra credit if you either attend or participate in live 

performances and write a 500-word response paper. Department and UDT shows 
are your best options, but other live productions above the high school level also 
qualify. 


