Acting Shakespeare
THEA 4313

He was not of an age, but for all time!
-Ben Jonson after Shakespeare’s death

Instructor: Jay Stratton Office Hours

Class: M, W 1:30-2:50 D451

Basement Fox D071 Tues, Weds 12:40-1:20
Email: strattoncoach@gmail.com Or anytime by appointment
or jastratton@utep.edu Cell: 347-581-6468

Required Texts: we will read lots of Shakespeare and other classical texts. The good
news is, you can get the stuff anywhere including online.

Course Objectives
By the end of this course, you should:
1. Be able to read heightened and classical language more easily and quickly.
2. Understand the rules of scansion and be able to scan verse.
3. Be prepared to apply your contemporary acting skills to heightened language.
4. Have at least one ready to use classical monologue.

Grading

Play Reading Responses (28% [4 plays at 7% each])

Over the course of the semester, we will read and analyze four plays. You will write a
response to each play.

There will be separate guidelines for each play posted to blackboard.

The submission process for this will be a word document attached to an email.

Quizzes and Verse Assignments (7%)
There will be a small number of graded class quizzes and verse assignments. These may
cover any lecture materials as well as content of plays we have read.

Live Classical Performance Response (10%)

You are required to see or participate one live performance of a classical play. I strongly
recommend The Taming of the Shrew at Madeline Park Shakespeare Festival; however, if
you cannot attend this free production, it is your responsibility to find an alternative that
is above the High School level.

This assignment has a rolling due date, but the response should be written within one
week of seeing the show.

The submission process for this will be a word document attached to an email.

Paired Shakespeare Scene (15%)
You will be paired with a partner to perform a Shakespeare scene.

Syllabus may change with appropriate notice
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Scary Halloween Monologue Performance (5%)
You will learn a scary Halloween appropriate Shakespeare monologue and present it to
the class and possible guests on Halloween!

Final Classical Verse Monologue Performance (15%)
For our class final, you will prepare and perform a classical monologue in verse. This
may be a monologue by Shakespeare but does not have to be.

Monologue Analysis (5%)

You will write an analysis for your final monologue.

There will be guidelines on blackboard for this analysis.

The submission process for this will be a word document attached to an email.

Participation and Attendance (15% of grade)

You will be graded on your focus, willing participation, supportive attitude, and
individual progress in daily class work. Respect and enthusiasm for the lessons and the
work of your fellow actors is a crucial part of this class work. Attendance is also a key
factor in this graded element.

Grading Scale

You will be assigned a letter grade on each of the above assignments. Your final class
grade is based on a weighted average of these grades (before any modification for
attendance) according to the following scale.

A = 3.50+

B = 2.75-3.49
C = 1.75-2.74
D = 0.75-1.74

F = Less than .75

Extra Credit: As described above, you are required to see one classical play and write a
response.

You may earn extra credit by seeing any additional show and writing an additional
response. This includes any departmental show, UDT show, or any classical production
above the high school level.

Extra credit is also awarded to any student with perfect attendance.

Syllabus may change with appropriate notice



