Acting for the Camera
Fall 2025
What the heck is an F stop???

Instructor: Jay Stratton (He, Him) Cell: 347-581-6468
Class: W 10:30-1:20 Email: strattoncoach(@gmail.com
M404 jastratton@utep.edu

Office: D451 opposite dance studio
Office Hours: Tuesday or Thursday 11am, or anytime by appointment

Text: From Stage to Screen by Bill Britten =~ Software: Everyone must have access to
Other materials on blackboard iMovie or another comparable video editor.
This software is available on D073 lab.

Course Objectives
After this course you should:

1. Feel more comfortable using your entire actor’s instrument on camera
Have a working knowledge of set and camera terminology
Have a basic understanding of the processes behind the camera
Have an understanding and working knowledge of the video editing process
Increase your professional contacts in the region

bl

Grading

Reading and Guest Journal (26%, 13 at 2% each)

You will keep a weekly hand-written journal of our assigned readings and guests. |
recommend a small 3-ring binder with removable pages. Each week, you will turn in a
hand-written page of notes, thoughts, and questions, about the week’s reading. Your
journal should also cover any thoughts on the prior week’s guest. You may use your
journal to take notes during class as you see fit.

The journal page is required at the beginning of the class for each assigned reading and
prior week’s guest. Each reading assignment is worth 2 points for a total of 26. For each
submission, you will either get full credit (on time, complete, thoughtful), half credit (late
and/or incomplete), or no credit (unsubmitted).

Minilogue submission only (4%)

You and a partner will shoot three takes of a brief introduction of yourself. You will then
use iMovie or another editing software to cut your minilogue together into a single
cohesive narrative. This will be shot with your personal camera phone.

This is a submission only grade and you will get either full credit, half credit, or no credit.
Submission should be as an unlisted youtube link attached to an email.

Favorite On-Screen Performance Presentation (5%)
You will do a brief presentation on one of your favorite on-screen performances. Note,
this is favorite on-screen performance, not favorite actor. This performance can be
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sourced from film, TV, webisode, etc.

Your presentation should not be longer than 15 minutes and should include:
1. Brief biographic information about the performer
2. An explanation about what you like so much about their work in this project
3. A video sample of the project not longer than 4 minutes that includes your
favorite single moment of the performance
4. An explanation of what you find so effective about this particular moment

Please approach this from a colleague’s point of view. You are a fellow actor respecting
the specific qualities of another actor’s work, rather than an audience member who is
generically in love with film or stardom. Focus on analysis of process rather than
emotional description of the output.

You will be graded on your preparation, clarity, and specificity. You may use notes, or
any other presentation tool you like.

Costar Audition, 5%

You and two partners will shoot a Co-Star small role audition. It will be a single take.
You will include a slate of name, height, representation, and base city.

Submission should be as an unlisted youtube link attached to an email.

Two Person “Monologue” Performance (15%)

You and your partner group will shoot a Monologue performance as a two-person scene.
In other words, you will perform a monologue with a partner shot with five camera setups:
1 master, 2 dirty 2s, 2 closeup coverages. You will then cut your final performance
together into a single monologue performance toggling between your five takes as you
think strongest. This monologue must be no longer than 75 seconds — you may cut as
needed.

Note — this is a scene, not an audition.

Submission should be as an unlisted youtube link attached to an email.

Two Person Final Film Scene (20%)

You and your partner group will shoot a two-person film scene of your choosing. (Each
group will shoot two scenes, total.) Samples will be provided, but the scene is your
choice. The scene should focus on two characters but could include additional small
characters if useful.

Grades will be a mix of your personal performance and the overall grade of both scenes.
Submission should be as an unlisted youtube link attached to an email.

Participation and Attendance, 20%

You will be graded on your focus, willing participation, supportive attitude, and
individual progress in daily class work. Respect and enthusiasm for the lessons and the
work of your fellow actors is a crucial part of this class work. Engaging class guests with
thoughtful questions and discourse is also part of participation. Finally, your attendance is
a key driving factor in this grade element.
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Grading Scale
You will be assigned a letter grade on each of the above assignments. Your final class

grade is based on a weighted average of these grades according to the following scale.

A = 3.50+

B = 2.76 -3.49

C = 1.76 - 2.75

D = 1.00 - 1.75

F = Less than 1.00

Extra Credit: A student with perfect attendance may be awarded extra credit.

Acting is not about being someone
different. It's finding the similarity In
what is apparently different, then

finding myself in there,

AZQUOTES

(What a hack, amiright?)
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