
Psyc 1301: Introduction to psychology 

Crn: 12263 

Meets: MW 3:00 pm- 4:20 pm in UGLC 346 

 

Instructor: Joseph Pipkin, M.A.  

           Contact: japipkin@miners.utep.edu  

           Office hours: Psyc 222b MW from 1:00 – 2:00 or by appointment 

 

Text: Myers, D. G., & Dewall, N. C. (2015). Psychology (11th ed). New York: Worth 

Publishers.  

ISBN-13: 978-1-4641-7040-9 

ISBN-10: 1-4641-7040-1 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW: 

 Throughout the semester students will be exposed to a variety of issues relevant to 

the study of human behavior. The course will cover many topics including the history of 

psychology, an examination of current models and theories of psychology and modern 

methods for scientific research in psychology.  

 

COURSE STRUCTURE: 

 This will be a lecture style course in which students will complete assigned 

readings outside of class and attend lecture to gain insight and take additional notes. 

Student performance will be assessed through multiple-choice exams and a variety of 

quizzes. Material for these exams and quizzes may be drawn from lecture, readings and 

any supplemental readings/activities/or multi-media used in class.  

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 
By the end of the class, students should be able to: 

 Explain how psychology uses the scientific method to increase our understanding 

of human behavior. 

  Describe major findings across several areas of psychological research (e.g., 

social psychology, developmental, cognitive, biological). 

 Demonstrate critical thinking skills in applying psychological research. 

 Describe the major types of mental illness and how clinical psychologists treat 

them.  

Grading:  

Final grades will be based on three factors, exams, quizzes and completion of the 

research participation requirement (explained below).  Final grading structure will be as 

follows: 

 

Exams: 80% (20% for each exam) 

Quizzes: 20%  

Research requirement: Failure to complete research requirement will result in 

the loss of one letter grade on your final grade. 

 



Final grades for the course will fall on a traditional 100 pt scale (100-90 = A, 89-

80 = B, 79-70 = C, 69-60 = D, 59-0 = F). At this time there are no planned extra credit 

opportunities.  

 

Exams:  

There will be a total of 4 exams throughout the semester, each exam will be worth 

100 points. All 4 exams will be non-cumulative, the 4th exam, the final will be non-

cumulative. All exams will be multiple-choice. All exams will be completed using 

scantron sheets. Students are required to provide their own scantron sheets and pencils for 

the exams.   

  
Computation of Final Grade: 

Your final course grade will be the addition of the four exams (400 points), plus the 

points for quizzes (25 points). The class will be based out of 425 points. The scale is as follows. 

 

0-254 = F 255-297= D 298-339 =C 339-382=B 383-425=A  

 

Research Participation:  

As we will discuss in class, modern psychology is based on scientific research. 

The vast majority of this research is conducted at research universities such as UTEP. 

Students will be required to get involved in this research process by participating in 

psychological research studies here at UTEP.  

Students will be required to complete 8 research credit-hours by the end of the 

semester. Suggestion: DO NOT WAIT until the end of the semester to complete your 

research credits.  

To sign up and receive credit for research participation visit https://utep.sona-

systems.com and click on request account. From there, fill out the required information. 

Note: you will be asked to select which intro psychology course you are enrolled in, be 

sure you select the correct course (the one that says Pipkin) or I will not be able to see 

any credits you have completed.  Also be advised: if you sign up for a research session 

and fail to show up or properly cancel you will have credits deducted from your total.  

  Failure to complete this requirement will result in the loss of 1 letter grade on 

your final course grade (ie an A would drop to a B).  

 

Alternative assignment to research participation: 

All research conducted with human subjects is voluntary. Students who cannot, or 

choose not to, participate in research will complete an alternative term paper.  The term 

paper is designed to take as much time and effort as research participation. You must talk 

with me if you will be utilizing this option. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://utep.sona-systems.com/
https://utep.sona-systems.com/


POLICIES: 

 

 Academic honesty: Students are expected to know and follow University policy 

regarding academic dishonesty (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism and 

collusion). Violations will be taken seriously and will be referred to the Dean of Students 

Office for possible disciplinary action. Students may be suspended or expelled from 

UTEP for such actions.  

 

 Disabilities: The Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) 

provides students with accommodations, resources, advocacy, and outreach to enhance 

and support their pathway to academic and occupational success. As an outcome, 

students will be able to engage as active members of the campus community, and benefit 

from participation in an inclusive and supportive academic environment. If you have a 

disability and need classroom accommodations, please contact The Center for 

Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148, or by email to 

cass@utep.edu, or visit their office located in UTEP Union East, Room 106. For 

additional information, please visit the CASS website at www.sa.utep.edu/cass. 

 

 Late/make up work: Late/make up exams/quizzes will not be given. On exam 

days no exams will be handed out after the first exam has been completed. In other 

words, if you arrive to class late and the first exam has been handed in, you have missed 

the exam. Exceptions will only be considered in cases of University approved absence or 

emergency with appropriate documentation. These cases must be brought to the 

instructor’s attention before the exam day.  

 

 Attendance: You will notice that attendance is not considered in your final grade. 

Regularly attending lecture is highly recommended if you want to do well on the exams. 

With that being said, attendance is not mandatory. We are all adults making a choice to 

be here; if you choose to attend class you must behave appropriately. This means; arrive 

on time and stay for the entire class period, do not disrupt the class by talking or texting 

on your cell phone, do not engage in behavior that others around you may find 

distracting. 

 

Dropping the course: The course drop deadline for this section is October 30th. 

Students are responsible for keeping track of their progress in the class and deciding if 

they wish to drop the course. The instructor will not drop you from the course even if you 

are performing poorly. Any student who decides to remain enrolled in the course after 

this deadline will receive whatever letter grade they have earned at the end of the 

semester.  

 

 Written notice policy: I require that any requests or inquiries must be made via 

email (to the email provided on this syllabus) so that a record of the request is saved. This 

includes but is not limited to, grading disputes, information requests, requests for 

appointments etc. I will make every effort to respond to any written request/inquiry in a 

timely manner, generally within 24 hours. This response time may increase on weekends 

and during holidays. Note: I require that all instructor-student correspondence be 

mailto:cass@utep.edu
http://www.sa.utep.edu/cass


conducted in a professional manner. This includes but is not limited to, including your 

name and ID number in your email and using an appropriate and professional tone in 

your dialogue (Do not write in all caps, do not use text abbreviations such as “lol”, do not 

send smiley or winky faces etc.). 

 

 Expectations for appropriate conduct: Individuals are expected to conduct 

themselves in an appropriate and professional manner. Individuals who are behaving or 

communicating in a way that is disruptive, inappropriate or disrespectful to students or 

instructors will be dealt with according to University policy. 

 

 Information on this syllabus: The instructor reserves the right to modify 

information on this syllabus and class schedule given that reasonable notification of the 

change is given to the students and that the change does not unfairly disadvantage the 

students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Schedule 

 

Week  Reading/Assignment Notes 

1:  

Aug 24 – Syllabus/ course 

overview 

 

Aug 26-Chapter 1 

 

 

Prologue: the story of 

psychology 

 

Ch 1: Thinking critically 

with psychological science 

 

 

2:  

Aug 31- Chapter 1 

 

 

Sept 2- Chapter 2 

 

Ch1: Thinking critically 

with psychological science 

 

Ch2: Biology of the mind  

 

 

3:  

Sept 7- Labor day (no 

class) 

 

Sept 9- Chapter 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ch2: Biology of the mind 

 

4:  

Sept 14- Chapter 15 

 

 

Sept 16- Chapter 15/review 

 

 

Chapter15: Psychological 

disorders 

 

 Chapter15: Psychological 

disorders   

 

 

5: 

Sept 21- Exam 1 

 

Sept 23- Chapter 3 

 

 

Exam 1 (ch: 1,2, 15) 

 

Chapter 3: Consciousness 

and the two-track mind  

 

 

6:  

Sept 28- Chapter 3 

 

 

Sept 30- Chapter 4  

 

 

Chapter 3: Consciousness 

and the two-track mind 

 

Chapter 4: Nature, Nurture, 

and Human Diversity 

 

 

7:   Chapter 4: Nature, Nurture,  



Oct 5- Chapter 4 

 

Oct 7- Chapter 5  

  

and Human Diversity 

 

Chapter 5: Developing 

Through the Life span 

 

8:  

Oct 12- Chapter 5/review 

 

 

Oct 14- Exam 2 

 

 

Chapter 5: Developing 

Through the Life span 

 

Exam 2(ch: 3,4, 5) 

 

9:  

Oct 19- Chapter 6  

 

 

Oct 21- Chapter 6 

 

 

Chapter 6: Sensation and 

Perception  

 

Chapter 6: Sensation and 

Perception  

 

 

10:   

Oct 26- Chapter 7 

 

Oct 28- Chapter 7  

 

Oct 30-  

(Course drop deadline) 

 

Chapter 7: Learning  

 

Chapter 7: Learning 

 

11: 

Nov 2-Chapter 8 

  

Nov 4- Chapter 8/review 

 

Chapter 8: Memory 

  

Chapter8: Memory 

 

 

12:  

Nov 9- Exam 3 

 

Nov 11- Chapter 9 

 

Exam 3 (ch: 6,7,8) 

 

Chapter 9: Thinking and 

Language 

 

 

13:  

Nov 16- Chapter 9 

 

Nov 18- Chapter 10 

Chapter 9: Thinking and 

Language 

 

Chapter 10: Intelligence  

 

14:  

Nov 23- Chapter 10 

 

Nov 25- Chapter 11 

 

 

 

Chapter 10: Intelligence 

 

Chapter 11: What drives us: 

Hunger, Sex, Friendship, 

and Achievement 

 



 

Nov 26-27 Thanksgiving 

(no class) 

15:  

Nov 30- Chapter 11 

 

 

Dec 2- Review/special topic 

 

Chapter 11: What drives us: 

Hunger, Sex, Friendship, 

and Achievement 

 

Review/special topic 

 

16:  

Dec 7- Final exam 1:00-

3:45 p.m. (Exam 4) 

 

Final exam 

 

 


