
Science Communication – Proposals 

GEOL 5315 – TBA 

GEOL 6315 – TBA 

 

INSTRUCTOR 
Dr. Gail L Arnold 

Research Assistant Professor, Geological Sciences 

 

 Office: 207 Geology Building 

 E-mail:  glarnold@utep.edu 

 

MEETING PATTERN & LOCATION 

TR 10:30 – 11:50, location to-be-determined 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The purpose of this course is to provide participants with the tools and ability to engage in the writing 

process for the preparation of their thesis proposal.  We will discuss obligations, formats and deadlines.  

Although every writer may have his/her unique writing style, there are still many basic rules and 

guidelines that when followed will smooth the writing process for both student and supervisor.  This 

course has a large basis in student participation.  Students are expected to have an overview of their field 

of interest and the scope of their research project in order to fully participate in the writing process and 

gain the most from this course.   

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK 

No required textbook. 

RECOMMENDED READING 

Scientific Writing and Communication, A.H. Hofmann, Oxford University Press 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

1) Learn to assess where you are in your writing process 

2) Acquire a skill set to stream line the writing process 

3) Draft of thesis proposal at minimum 

PARTICIPATION IS ESSENTIAL (SEE GRADES) 

Please contact Dr. Arnold about any concerns, schedule conflicts, etc. in advance or otherwise as soon 

as possible! Your grade is based on participation, so any missed classes and assignments must have 

proper documentation or your grade will drop. Valid excuses include illness, absence with the instructor's 

prior approval, official University business, etc. 

Accommodations are possible for active duty military and others, but arrangements must be made in a 

timely manner. If you are in the military with the potential of being called to military service and /or 

training during the course of the semester, you are encouraged to contact the instructor as soon as 

possible. 

If you have a disability and need classroom accommodations, please contact The Center for 

Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148, or by email to cass@utep.edu, or visit their 

office located in UTEP Union East, Room 106. For additional information, please visit the CASS website 

at www.sa.utep.edu/cass. 

Grades: Participation (50%), Role as author (25%), Role as reviewer (25%) 

Assessment of 5315 vs 6315 students:  I do not foresee large differentiation between 5315 and 6315 

students. 

 

  

http://www.sa.utep.edu/cass


SCHEDULE OF TOPICS – subject to change! 

Date: Topic: 

Week 1 

Meet and greet, discussion of the goals of the course 

Evaluation of to-be-selected topics/examples with course participants 

How to get started: Basic Rules of Thumb 

Week 2 

Basic Rules of Thumb, continued 

Plagiarism, authorship, how to be a good (co-)author/what to expect 

Knowing where/when to start 

Read the Instructions (Journal article, fellowship/grant application, etc.) 

Do you know what your hypothesis is/what story you want to tell? 

The pre-abstract to abstract phase 

Starting your outline, bullet out the sections.   

Assignment – Bring your own outline to class  

Week 3 
Literature Review 

Citation software 

Week 4 

Review of outlines  

Do you really know what story you want to tell? 

Outline con’t – reverse engineering an outline (in class Goldhammer et al., 2010; 

Assignment Ziegenbalg et al., 2010 & a selection from field of interest) 

Week 5 
Review of reverse engineered Introduction outlines 

Let’s talk about project summaries 

Week 6 
Methodology – lecture and examples from faculty publications 

In class review of student method outlines 

Week 7 
Introduction – follow the yellow brick road 

Introduction – are you sure that’s relevant? Isn’t that redundant? 

Week 8 SPRING BREAK 

Week 9 
Methods – an image is worth a thousand words 

Results – what’s that data point doing there? 

Week 10 
Interpretation – don’t overstep your own boundaries 

Conclusion – Wrap it up and look to the future 

Week 11 Figures?  Size, symbols, consistency and the color-blind 

Week 12 Writing your cover letter/summary/dedication 

Week 13 How to do a review 

Week 14 How to respond to reviewer comments 

Week 15 Exercise – Abstract writing and review 

Week 16 Course review 

 


