
University of Texas at El Paso - Music Department 
MUSA 1271, Piano Class 1 

Course Syllabus (Subject to changes) 
MWF 12:30-1:20 or TR 3:00- 4:20 

Digital Keyboard Lab - Fox Fine Arts Music 443 
 

 
Instructor Name: Flor de la Garza  
Phone: 915-208-7273  
E-mail: fdelagarzagar@utep.edu 
Office: FFA M231 
Office hours: By appointment 
 
 

Required Texts 
 

• Alfred's Group Piano for Adults Book 1, Second Edition by E L. Lancaster and Kenon D. 

Renfrow. 

• Piano Fingering Charts Major Scales Both Hands  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Piano-Fingering-Charts-Major-Scales-Both-

Hands-5906321 

 

Course Description 
 
Piano proficiency is an essential part of a comprehensive music education program. 
It is an introduction to acquire the foundations of piano playing and reading skills. It is directed to 
enable students to develop the functional piano skills to use in their work as professional 
musicians. Skills developed include keyboard orientation and beginning piano technique, reading 
music in treble and bass clef, and an introduction to harmonization and improvisation. 
 

 

Learning Outcomes 
 
After successful completion of this course, the student will have developed the following skills at a 
basic level: 
 
 •   Apply technique, including scales and arpeggios  

   •   Play chord progressions  

 • Sight-read  

 • Harmonize  

 • Transpose  

 • Improvise 

 • Play by ear  

 • Perform repertoire, including solo, ensemble, and accompanying 

 

Course Assignments and Grading 
 
Your grade will be based on 5 activities/exams as follows: 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Piano-Fingering-Charts-Major-Scales-Both-Hands-5906321
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Piano-Fingering-Charts-Major-Scales-Both-Hands-5906321
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1. Attendance and Participation: 20% (See attendance and participation policies below) 

2. Skill Checks: 20% (See policy below) 

3. Exam #1: 20% 

4. Exam #2: 20%  

5. Final Exam: 20% 

 
Grade Scale 
 
A=100-90 B=89-80 C=79-70 D=69-60 F=59-0 
 
Excellent: 100-94 (A) 
Very Good: 93-87 (A-, B+) 
Good: 86-80 (B) 
Basic: 79-70 (C) 
Needs Improvement: 69 and below (D, F) 
 
 
Attendance Policy 
 
• Attendance is mandatory and will be taken each class.  
• Absences: any absences should be, if possible, notified to the instructor in advance, and if 
unable to communicate in advance – then as soon as possible.   
• Attendance is required for all examinations. No make-ups will be given unless there is an 
emergency. It is your responsibility to study the material presented in your absence. Attendance 
to Final Examination is mandatory. An absence in the final examination will result in failing the 
class. Only MAJOR EMERGENCIES could be considered in such situation.  
 
 
Participation Policy: Weekly Individual Playing, Quizzes, and/or Assignments  
 
• You will be quizzed every week on the material learned during that week.  
• You need to complete the Review Worksheets as requested and submit them for grading. 

• You are expected to practice individually on your own time. There is no set specific amount of 
practice time. Each student is unique and the amount of time dedicated to individual practice can 
vary greatly from one student to another.  
• You might be referred to tutoring at the discretion of the teacher. If this happens, attending 
tutoring is mandatory and will count towards the weekly grade. 
 
 
Skill Checks 
 
• Skill checks: These are checkpoint assignments that are to be recorded outside of class time 
and submitted for grading. Occasionally, skill checks could be conducted in person at the 
discretion of the teacher. 
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Digital Keyboard Lab Use  
 
• No food or drink allowed near the keyboards. Please leave all food and drink (this includes water 
bottles) on the side of the classroom. 
• Please silence all electronic devices and keep them out of sight. 
• Please treat instruments and headphones with care. You are going to be liable for any     
damage to the headsets we provide you. 
• Please DO NOT unplug headphones or keyboards 
• Please do not erase over the keyboards as the shavings may drop into the keys. Erase behind 
or to the side of the keyboards. 
 
 
Copyright Statement 
 
Some of the materials in this course are copyrighted. Violation of US copyright law can result in 
civil damages up to $100.000 for each work copied. Copying of textbooks is not “fair use” under 
the Copyright Act. The “fair use doctrine” only permits non-commercial copying of part (in general, 
not more than 10%) of a copyrighted work. Do not bring a copied textbook to this class. Your 
cooperation is expected. 
 
1.3 Student Conduct: [From the Handbook of Operating 
Procedures: Student Affairs] 
 
Each student is responsible for notice of and compliance with the provisions of the Regents Rules 
and Regulations, which are available for inspection electronically at 
http://www.utsystem.edu/bor/rules/homepage.htm. 
 
1.3.1 Scholastic Dishonesty: [From the Handbook of Operating Procedures: Student 
Affairs] 
 
It is the official policy of the University that all suspected cases or acts of alleged scholastic 
dishonesty must be referred to the Dean of Students for investigation and appropriate disposition. 
It is contrary to University policy for a faculty member to assign a disciplinary grade such as an "F" 
or zero to an assignment, test, examination, or other course work as a sanction for admitted or 
suspected scholastic dishonesty in lieu of normally charging the 
student through the Dean of Students. Similarly, students are prohibited from proposing and/or 
entering into an arrangement with a faculty member to receive a grade of "F" or any reduced 
grade in lieu of being charged with scholastic dishonesty. Any student who commits an act of 
scholastic dishonesty is subject to discipline. Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to 
cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of 
any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an 
examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the 
attempt to commit such acts. 
 
1.3.12 Plagiarism: [From the Handbook of Operating 
Procedures: Student Affairs] 
 
"Plagiarism" means the appropriation, buying, receiving as a gift, or obtaining by any means 
another's work and the unacknowledged submission or incorporation of it in one's own academic 
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work offered for credit, or using work in a paper or assignment for which the student had received 
credit in another course without direct permission of all involved 
instructors. 
 
Students in Need of Support Services 
 
If you have or suspect a disability and need an accommodation you should contact the Center for 
Accommodations and Support Services Office (CASS) at 747-5148 or at cass@utep.edu or go to 
Room 106 Union East Building. 
 

 
Course Outline 

 
   
            WEEK                                            CONTENT                                  **GRADED CONTENT 

Week 1: Aug. 26 Intro to the DKL; Unit 1: Keyboard Basics 
Group 1: C Major and G Major  

 

Week 2: Sept. 2 Unit 2: Intervals and Basics Sep 2 NO CLASS LD  
Group 1: D Major 

Skill Check 1 

Week 3: Sept. 9 Unit 3: Major Five-Finger Patterns 
Group 1: A Major 

 

Week 4: Sept.16 Unit 4: Major Five-Finger Patterns Review 
Group 1: E Major 

Exam #1 

Week 5: Sept. 23 Unit 5: Minor Five-Finger Patterns 
Group 2: F Major 

 

Week 6: Sept. 30 Unit 6: Minor Five-Finger Pattern Review 
B Major 

Skill Check 2 

Week 7: Oct. 7 Unit 7: Chord Qualities 
Group 2: F# (Gb) Major 

 

Week 8: Oct. 14 Unit 8: Major Scales in Tetrachord Positions 
Group 2: C# (Db) Major 

Exam #2 

Week 9: Oct. 21 Unit 9: Major Scales (Group 1) and Triads of Key 
C, G, D, A, E 

 

Week 10: Oct. 28 Unit 10: Major Scales (Group 2) Triads and Inv.  
F, B, F#(Gb), C#(Db),  

Skill Check 3 

Week 11: Nov. 4 Unit 11: The Dominant, Dominant Seventh Chords 
Review Group 1 

 

Week 12: Nov. 11 Unit 12: The Subdominant Chord 
Review Group 2 

Skill Check 4 

Week 13: Nov. 18 
 

Unit 13: Primary Chords in Major Keys  
Review Group 1 

 

Week 14: Nov. 25 Review: Nov 28-29 NO CLASSES TG. 
Review Group 2 

Skill Check 5 

Week 15: Dec. 2 Review: Dec 6 NO CLASS D.D.  
 

 

 Final Exam; TBA 
 

 

 
 

mailto:cass@utep.edu

