
 
 

              INVERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY (Z2466) INFORMATION SHEET Fall 2024 
____________________________________________________________________ 
Instructor:  Dr. Elizabeth Walsh      
Office: B218; Lab: B221* mostly likely         
Office hours:  T, F 9:30-10:30 am or by appointment  
Phone: 747-5421 or 747-6989 
Mailbox: Biosciences Building B2.120  
email: ewalsh@utep.edu 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Invertebrate Zoology is a survey of general classification, functional systems and biology of living 
invertebrates.  The objectives of the course are: 
 
(1) learn about the diversity and complexity of invertebrates, 
(2) have the ability to identify invertebrates in their natural habitats based on morphological, behavioral 
and life history characteristics, 
(3) gain an understanding of adaptations of invertebrates to their environment at global to local scales 
(4) express the goals and principles of systematics and taxonomy. Analyze the interrelationships 
between ecology and evolution. 
(5) express the goals and principles of ecology and evolutionary biology in relation to invertebrate 
zoology in written and verbal formats 
(6) understand the impact of humans on other populations and our responsibilities in maintaining 
species diversity. 
 
GRADE DETERMINATION 
The total number of points possible for the course is 1000. The Lecture will total 700 points, the Lab 300 
points. The final exam is comprehensive in lecture and laboratory. 

Your lecture exams will total 600 points. 
Exam 1 – 100 points 
Exam 2 – 100 points 
Exam 3 – 100 points 

Final Exam – 240 points 
Homework assignments – 160 points 

 
Lab Grade: A separate syllabus will be given in lab. 
 
Required Textbook:  
Biology of the Invertebrates 
7th Edition 
By Jan Pechenik  
ISBN10: 0073524182  
ISBN13: 9780073524184  
Copyright: 2015 
 
 



 
 

_______________________Revised Lecture Schedule __________________________________ 
Date  Topic       Required reading 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Aug 26  Introduction to Invertebrates    Chapter 1  
Aug 28  Phylogenetics & Base of Animal Tree of Life  Chapter 2  

 
Sept 2  Labor Day holiday – no classes 
Sept 4  Porifera  and Placozoa     Chapter 4; Homework 1  
 
Sept 9  Hydrostatic skeleton, Ctenophora   Chapters 5,7  
Sept 11  Cnidaria      Chapter 6 
 
Sept 16  Cnidaria      Chapter 8; Homework 2 
Sept 18  EXAM 1        
 
Sept 23  Bilateria/Platyhelminthes    Chapter 8 
Sept 25  Protostomia; Mollusca     Chapter 12 
 
Sept 30               Mollusca      Chapter 12 
Oct 2  Mollusca      Chapter 12; Homework 3 
           
Oct 7  Mollusca      Chapter 12 
Oct 9  Annelida      Chapter 13;  
 
Oct 14  Annelida      Chapter 13: Homework 4 
Oct 16  Nemerteans      Chapter 11 
         
Oct 21  Exam 2        
Oct 23  Nematoda       Chapter 13;  
 
Oct 28    Introduction to Arthropoda    Chapter 14  
Oct 30  Arthropoda (Chelicerata)    Chapter 14; Homework 5 
Nov 1                Drop deadline 
 
Nov 4  Arthropoda (Crustacea)     Chapter 14 
Nov 6  Arthropoda (Uniramia)     Chapter 14; Homework 6 
 
Nov 11   Arthropoda (Insecta)  
Nov 13  Tardigrades, review     Chapters 15, 17 Homework 7 
     
    
Nov 18  EXAM 3       Chapter 19  
Nov 20   Gnathifera      Chapter 20;  
 
Nov 25  Echinodermata      Chapter 20 
Nov 27  Invertebrate Chordates     Chapters 21-23;  
 
Dec 2  Invertebrate Reproduction    Chapter 24; Homework 8 
Dec 4  Review for Final Exam 
 
Dec 11  Final Exam – Comprehensive    10:00 am - 12:45 pm  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

COURSE POLICIES 
POLICY ON DROP DEADLINE: We will follow the College of Science and UTEP with respect to the drop 
date of Nov 3rd. No requests for a withdrawal will be approved after this date.   
 
POLICY ON CLASS PARTICIPATION: You are expected to come to class prepared to discussion the 
assigned topic.  
 
POLICY ON CAMPUS CARRY: Persons holding a Concealed Handgun License can lawfully carry their 
handgun into a UTEP classroom as long as the gun remains concealed. Open carry remains prohibited on 
campus. In other words, none of us should see (or be able to tell that there is) a gun at UTEP. Call the 
University Police at 747-5611 or dial 911 if you see any individual on campus with a handgun or other 
type of weapon.  For more information on campus carry, see [https://www.utep.edu/campuscarry/]; for 
more information on overall campus safety, see [https://www.utep.edu/emergency/]. 
 
POLICY ON CIVILITY: Please come to class on time. It is distracting everybody if people come in late. 
Please do not hold private conversations during lectures, but feel free to ask questions or start a 
discussion at any time. Cell phones MUST be turned off during class.  
 
ACCOMODATIONS: The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations and auxiliary 
services to students, staff, faculty, job applicants, applicants for admissions, and other beneficiaries of 
University programs, services and activities with documented disabilities in order to provide them with 
equal opportunities to participate in programs, services, and activities in compliance with sections 503 
and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 
1990 and the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA) of 2008. Reasonable 
accommodations will be made unless it is determined that doing so would cause undue hardship on the 
University.  Students requesting an accommodation based on a disability must register with the UTEP 
Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS). Contact the Center for Accommodations and 
Support Services at 915-747-5148, or email them at cass@utep.edu, or apply for accommodations 
online via the CASS portal UTEP Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS). Contact the 
Center for Accommodations and Support Services at 915-747-5148, or email them at cass@utep.edu, or 
apply for accommodations online via the CASS portal.  
 
Military Statement: If you are a military student with the potential of being called to military service 
and/or training during the course of the semester, you are encouraged to contact one of the Instructors 
no later than Sept 10. 
 
POLICY ON HOMEWORK: All homework assignments are to be individual efforts unless specifically told 
otherwise. This policy will be strictly enforced.   
 
POLICY ON MAKE-UP ASSIGNMENTS: Make-up work will be given only in the case of a documented 
emergency.  Note that make-up work may be in a different format than the original work, may require 
more intensive preparation, and may be graded with penalty points. If you miss an assignment and the 
reason is not considered excusable, you will receive a zero. It is therefore important to reach out to 
me—in advance if at all possible—and explain with proper documentation why you missed a given 
course requirement. Once a deadline has been established for make-up work, no further extensions or 
exceptions will be granted.    

https://www.utep.edu/campuscarry/
https://www.utep.edu/emergency/
mailto:cass@utep.edu
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/aim/index.html


 
 

 
POLICY ON ACADEMIC HONESTY: Academic Dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Academic 
dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violakon of the UTEP Handbook of Operakng 
Procedures. It includes, but is not limited to, cheakng, plagiarism, and collusion. Cheakng may 
involve copying from or providing informakon to another student, possessing unauthorized 
materials during a test, or falsifying research data on laboratory reports. Plagiarism occurs when 
someone intenkonally or knowingly represents the words or ideas of another as ones' own. 
Collusion involves collaborakng with another person to commit any academically dishonest act. 
Any act of academic dishonesty amempted by a UTEP student is unacceptable and will not be 
tolerated. All suspected violakons of academic integrity at The University of Texas at El Paso 
must be reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolukon (OSCCR) for possible 
disciplinary ackon. To learn more, please visit HOOP: Student Conduct and Discipline. 
 
POLICY ON ELECTRONIC DEVICES: Use of laptops during class is not permitted, except for class assigned 

presentations. Use of cell phones or other wireless devices are not permitted. If you choose not to 
comply with these policies you will be ask to leave the classroom 

• Set your phone to mute or silent mode before coming to class.  
• Do not answer incoming calls or make outgoing calls except in an emergency.  
• Do not use text messaging or web browser features while in class.   

 
RESOURCES:	
UTEP provides a variety of student services and support: 
Technology Resources 

• Help Desk: Students experiencing technological challenges (email, Blackboard, software, etc.) 
can submit a ticket to the UTEP Helpdesk for assistance. Contact the Helpdesk via phone, email, 
chat, website, or in person if on campus.  

Academic Resources 
• UTEP Library: Access a wide range of resources including online, full-text access to 

thousands of journals and eBooks plus reference service and librarian assistance for 
enrolled students. 

• University Wrikng Center (UWC): Submit papers here for assistance with wrikng style and 
formapng, ask a tutor for help and explore other wrikng resources. 

• Math Tutoring Center (MaRCS): Ask a tutor for help and explore other available math 
resources. 

• History Tutoring Center (HTC): Receive assistance with wrikng history papers, get help 
from a tutor and explore other history resources.  

• RefWorks: A bibliographic citakon tool; check out the RefWorks tutorial and Fact Sheet 
and Quick-Start Guide. 

Individual Resources 
• Military Student Success Center: Assists personnel in any branch of service to reach their 

educational goals. 
• Center for Accommodations and Support Services: Assists students with ADA-related 

accommodations for coursework, housing, and internships.  
• Counseling and Psychological Services: Provides a variety of counseling services including 

individual, couples, and group sessions as well as career and disability assessments. 
 

https://admin.utep.edu/LinkClick.aspx?link=HOOP-Section+II.pdf&tabid=30181&mid=63285
https://www.utep.edu/irp/technologysupport/
http://libraryweb.utep.edu/
http://uwc.utep.edu/
https://www.utep.edu/science/math/marcs/
https://www.utep.edu/liberalarts/history/resources/student-resource/history-tutoring-center.html
http://www.refworks.com/refworks2/?groupcode=RWUTElPaso
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/mssc/
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/counsel/

