
Syllabus 1 Nursing 4511: Population Focused Care 
 

The University of Texas at El Paso College of Nursing 

 

SEMESTER: Summer 2025 

 

COURSE TITLE: Nursing 4511 – Population Focused Care 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is intended to introduce students to nursing care of 

patients, families, aggregates, and communities. Principles and 

practices of community health are discussed. Emphasis is placed on 

assessing factors that influence the health of populations and the use 

of evidence-based practices in the delivery of spiritually and 

culturally appropriate health promotion and disease prevention 

interventions. The role of the nurse as an advocate for social justice 

is explored. 

COURSE OVERVIEW: This course is designed as a culminating community health 

experience. The student will synthesize and analyze previous 

learning to address the needs of aggregates within the community. 

Critical thinking is an expectation in the course. 

 

COURSE PRE-REQUISITES: Successful completion of all program requirements up to and 

including 7th-semester courses. 

 

CREDIT ALLOCATION: Total Credit/Contact Hours: 5.00 (3-2-0) 

 

FACULTY INFORMATION: Course Manager: Danielle Webster, MSN, RN 

Office: 301 

Office Hours: Mondays: 11:00 pm-1:00 pm 

By appointment only 

Office Phone: (915) 747-7621 Cell Phone: (915)503-7842 

Email: drwebster@utep.edu 

Co-Course Manager: Dr. Lizette Villanueva 

Office: 341 

Office Hours: Mondays: 11:00 am-1:00 pm 

By appointment only 

Office Phone: 915-747-6353 

E-mail: lovillanueva@utep.edu 

 

Clinical Instructors: TBA 

Phone: Will be given to clinical group 

Email: Will be given to clinical group 

mailto:drwebster@utep.edu
mailto:lovillanueva@utep.edu
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REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 

DeMarco and Healey-Walsh: Community and Public Health Nursing: Evidence for Practice, 

Fourth Edition (Rosanna F. DeMarco and Judith Healey-Walsh). ISBN: 9781975196554 (You 

may also purchase it online through any site). 

 

ATI Engage Community and Public Health RN [ACCESS CODE] 

Purchase at the bookstore or on the ATI website via self-pay—instructions to be posted. (If 

purchased at the bookstore, students will not have access granted until the following week of 

classes.) The final date to purchase the Engage Series is 5/23/25. 

 

American Psychological Association Manual (2019). Publication Manual of the American 

Psychological Association (7th edition). Washington, DC: American Psychological 

Association 

RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS 

All other textbooks from your previous classes. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

1. Analyze the role and the responsibilities of the baccalaureate-prepared nurse in 

promoting the health of patients, families, aggregates, and populations. 

2. Synthesize knowledge of physiological, psychological, sociopolitical, and 

spiritual influences in assessing and planning care for aggregates within 

communities. 

3. Use healthcare information systems and patient care technology to provide 

preventive care and communicate relevant patient information with members of 

the inter-professional healthcare team. 

4. Apply decision-making skills and clinical judgment in providing patient care 

during disaster, mass casualty, and other emergency situations. 

5. Analyze outcomes of the delivery of care for patients, aggregates, and populations 

to determine the allocation of resources and drive policy development. 

6. Integrate behavioral change theories in the delivery of health promotion and 

disease prevention interventions to patients, families, aggregates, and 

populations. 

7. Discuss determinants of health, including the role of social, cultural, economic, 

and environmental factors across various groups, communities, and populations. 

8. Develop an intervention plan in collaboration with healthcare team members that 

consider determinants of health, availability of resources, diversity, personal 

values, and activities directed towards health promotion, disease and injury 

prevention, disability, and premature death. 

9. Examine the efficiency, cost-effectiveness, and equity of clinical prevention and 

population-focused interventions and value the impact on health indicators 

outlined in Healthy People 2020 goals. 

10. Define the health of vulnerable populations, eliminate health disparities, and 

promote social justice. 

11. Incorporate evidence-based practice strategies in the provision of care, including 

health teaching, screening, outreach, disease and outbreak investigation, referral, 

and follow-up, across various groups, communities, and populations. 

12. Explain basic epidemiological concepts, including risk, the natural history of the 

disease, levels of prevention, epidemiological triangle, the web of causation, and 

public health surveillance. 
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CLINICAL OBJECTIVES 

1. Use the nursing process as a framework for providing nursing care: 

A. Perform a comprehensive assessment of a community. 

B. Contribute to developing an intervention plan based on data collected during the 

community assessment. 

C. Select cultural and age-appropriate interventions for the target group, community, or 

population. 
D. Implement nursing care that is safe and based on the established intervention plan. 

E. Use clinical judgment when providing care to a group, community, or population and 

participating in evaluating expected outcomes. 

 

2. Promote continuity of health care within the health care team and across various settings: 

A. Participate as a member of the community-based interprofessional health care team. 

B. Communicate patient-related information to members of the community-based 

interprofessional health care team. 

C. Plan and Provide health-related education to groups, communities, and populations. 

D. Use information technology to document patient information and communicate with 

the community-based interprofessional health care team members. 

 

3. Use scientific principles and evidence-based practice as a foundation for nursing practice: 

A. Apply knowledge of pathophysiology, pharmacology, and nutrition when providing 

health-related education and care to groups, communities, and populations. 

B. Use appropriate resources when determining best-established practices for health- 

related education and care to groups, communities, and populations. 

C. Use scientific evidence as a basis for nursing practice. 

 

4. Provide high-quality nursing care in an environment that is safe for the patient, self, and 

others 

A. Use communication techniques that facilitate the development of a therapeutic, 

caring nurse-patient relationship. 

B. Intervene for the group, community, or population when health care or health-related 

issues arise. 

C. Identify issues that affect the quality of care and participate in activities that promote 

improvements in quality or access. 

D. Identify actual and potential environmental safety risks while providing a safe 

environment for the patient, self, and others. 

E. Use leadership skills to enhance efficient care delivery to groups, communities, and 

populations. 

5. Practice nursing in a professional, ethical, and legal manner 

A. Provide nursing in accordance with professional standards. 

B. Provide nursing in a professional, ethical, and legal manner/ Practice nursing in an 

ethical manner. 

C. Provide nursing in a professional, ethical, and legal manner/ Practice nursing within 

established legal parameters. 

D. Demonstrate nursing in a professional, ethical, and legal manner/ Accept 

accountability and responsibility for care provided to groups, communities, and 

populations. 

 

6. Use communication that promotes an effective exchange of information. 

A. Model responsibility for effective exchange of information with groups, 
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communities, and populations. 

B. Identify barriers to effective communication and make appropriate changes in 

communication. 

C. Communicate effectively with the community-based health care team and report 

issues that indicate conflict is impacting patient care. 

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES, BSN ESSENTIALs, DECs: 

 

UTEP SON PLOs (Level 3 Program Outcomes) & QSEN Competencies *: Patient-Centered 

Care*, Teamwork & Collaboration*, Evidence-Based Practice*, Quality Improvement*, Safety*, 

Informatics*, Professionalism, Leadership, Communication, Systems-Based Practice, Health 

Promotion & Education 

 

BSN Essentials (AACN): Essential I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX 

Differentiated Essential Competencies (DECs) for Baccalaureate Degree (BSN) *version year 

2010 

Member of the Profession A, B, C, D 

Provider of Patient-Centered Care A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H 

Patient Safety Advocate, A, B, C, D, E, F 

Member of the Health Care Team A, B, C, D, E, F, G 

 

TEACHING METHODOLOGIES: 

Methodologies include team-based learning, case studies, field experience, group work, class 

assignments, simulation, precepted clinical, virtual clinical activities. This course is FACE-TO- 

FACE as listed on the calendar. 

 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 

Course content is delivered via the Internet through the Blackboard learning management system. 

Ensure your UTEP email account is working and that you have access to the Web and a stable web 

browser. Google Chrome and Mozilla Firefox are the best browsers for Blackboard; other 

browsers may cause complications. When having technical difficulties, update your browser, clear 

your cache, or switch to another browser. 

 

You will need access to a computer/laptop, scanner, webcam, and a microphone. You will need to 

download or update the following software: Microsoft Office, Adobe Acrobat Reader, Windows 

Media Player, QuickTime, and Java. Check that your computer hardware and software are up-to- 

date and can access all parts of the course. 

 

If you do not have a word-processing software, you can download Word and other Microsoft 

Office programs (including Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, and more) for free via UTEP's Microsoft 

Office Portal. Click the following link for more information about Microsoft Office 365 and follow 

the instructions. 

 

IMPORTANT: If a student experiences technology issues during an exam, that needs to be 

brought up to the instructor immediately. If you encounter technical difficulties beyond your 

scope of troubleshooting, please contact the UTEP Help Desk, as they are explicitly trained in 

assisting with the technological needs of students. Please do not contact me for this type of 

assistance. The Help Desk is much better equipped than we are to assist you! 

https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/ServiceCatalog/SOFTWARE_PAGES/soft_microsoftoffice365.html
https://www.utep.edu/irp/technologysupport/
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UTEP provides a variety of student services and support: 

Technology Resources 

• Help Desk: Students experiencing technological challenges (email, Blackboard, software, 

etc.) can submit a ticket to the UTEP Helpdesk for assistance. Contact the Helpdesk via 

phone, email, chat, website, or in person if on campus. 

Academic Resources 

• UTEP Library: Access a wide range of resources, including online, full-text access to 

thousands of journals and eBooks, plus reference service and librarian assistance for 

enrolled students. https://www.utep.edu/library/ 

• University Writing Center (UWC): Submit papers for writing style and formatting 

assistance, ask a tutor for help and explore other writing resources. 

• Math Tutoring Center (MaRCS): Ask a tutor for help and explore other available math 

resources. 

• History Tutoring Center: Receive assistance with writing history papers, getting help 

from   a   tutor,   and   exploring   other   history   resources. 
https://www.utep.edu/liberalarts/history/resources/student-resource/history-tutoring-center.html 

• RefWorks: A bibliographic citation tool; check out the RefWorks tutorial, Fact Sheet, 

and Quick-Start Guide. https://refworks.proquest.com 

Individual Resources 

• Military Student Success Center: Helps assist personnel in any branch of service to reach 

their educational goals. 

• Center for Accommodations and Support Services: Assists students with ADA-related 

accommodations for coursework, housing, and internships. 

• Counseling and Psychological Services: Provides a variety of counseling services, 

including individual, couples, and group sessions as well as career and disability 

assessments. 

GRADING POLICY AND STRUCTURE 

Didactic course with a clinical component or mentorship 

a. Students must maintain a minimum average of 75% on didactic course work. This 

constitutes the didactic evaluation of a course. Achieving less than a minimum 

average of 75% in the didactic portion of the course results in course failure. There is 

no rounding of grades and fractional points will be dropped for final didactic grade. 

Extra credit is not permitted. 

b. Clinical component/mentorship related assignments must meet the minimum 

average of 75%. Grades or points given for clinical component/mentorship-related 

assignments are factored into the overall course grade only if the student has passed 

didactic coursework with a minimum of 75%. 

c. All Phase 3 didactic & clinical component/mentorship work is mandatory. 

d. Failure to complete an assignment will result in a failing grade at the course 

manager's discretion. 

e. Failure to complete a non-graded assignment will result in an incomplete in the 

course. 

f. The student will have a Clinical Evaluation for the clinical rotation. Students 

must achieve 4=Outstanding, 3=Satisfactory level, NO=No Opportunity or 

NA=Not Applicable in every criterion on the summative evaluation by the end 

of the semester. Acquiring a 2=Needs Improvement and/or 1=Unsatisfactory 

on the summative evaluation is not passing criteria. 

g. Students must pass both the didactic and the clinical or lab components of a course. 

https://www.utep.edu/irp/technologysupport/
https://www.utep.edu/library/
http://uwc.utep.edu/
https://www.utep.edu/science/math/marcs/
https://www.utep.edu/liberalarts/history/resources/student-resource/history-tutoring-center.html
https://refworks.proquest.com/
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/mssc/
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/counsel/
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Failure of either component results in failure of the entire course. 

h. Clinical performance is evaluated with a Clinical Evaluation Tool on a Pass/Fail 

basis** 

• Students are required to take and pass the Dosage Calculation exam at a 90% level 

PRIOR to participating in clinical experiences. (See Dosage Calculation Policy). 

GRADING SCALE: 

Grading Breakdown: 

Didactic: (90%) 

• 5 Chapter Quizzes (5% Each)=25% 

• 5 In-class Group Projects (5% Each)=25% 

• Peer Evaluation 5% 

• ATI Proctored Assessment 10% 

• Midterm Exam 10% 

• Final Exam 15% 

Clinical: (10%) 

• Clinical Critical Analysis Project 10% 

• Clinical Windshield Survey  0% (10 hrs Clinical Time) 

Total= 100% 

Dosage Calculation Pass at 90% 

(Three attempts maximum prior to clinical placement) 

 

Clinical Performance 

(Competency in care setting AND simulation/virtual) Pass/Fail 

 

 

Grading Scale: 90 – 100 = A 

80 – 89 = B 

75 – 79 = C 

60 – 74 = D 

< 60 = F 

 

REQUIRED Non-Graded Assignments: 

Dosage Calculation exam: See below. 

 

HOPE Health Fair participation and/or Interprofessional Education Event (IPE) participation is 

mandatory (if one is assigned) and counts toward clinical hours as complete/incomplete. Failure 

to attend without prior approval from the course manager will be considered a no-call, no-show, 

resulting in an automatic clinical failure. Reflections must be completed and submitted on 

Blackboard for hours to count toward clinical for the HOPE Health Fair and IPE events. If the 

reflections are not done, the hours will not be counted. 

ATI Learning Systems RN 3.0 Community Practice and Final, ATI Practice A and B, ATI 

Remediation, and 18 ATI Engage Series Practice Tests: 

ATI assignments must be submitted using the appropriate link on Blackboard by the 
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deadline. Any ATI assignments not submitted to Blackboard by the deadline, 

regardless of whether they were completed and time-stamped on ATI, will result in an 

incomplete in the course until they are uploaded appropriately. Students submitting 

any ATI assignments late or not meeting the set time and grade standards will not be 

allowed to sit for the proctored ATI, delaying their clinical start date. The ATI will be 

rescheduled at a later time at the course manager’s discretion. All ATI assignments 

must be completed and submitted to pass the course and receive a course grade. 

 

Clinical Windshield Group Project – to be assigned in class. 

Passport (clinical prep-work) is required for continued work in clinical sites and/or virtual 

sites if assigned. The due date is as stated on the calendar. If the Passport is not completed 

within the allotted time frame, the student will be removed from the clinical site and is not 

permitted to return until the Passport is completed. 

 

COURSE POLICIES: 

 

ACADEMIC REGULATIONS 

Review in UT El Paso Undergraduate Student Catalog and the College of Nursing Student 

Handbook the following policies: Religious Observance, Clinical Compliance, Ethical and 

Responsible Use of Social Media, Policy on Academic Integrity, Professional Attire and 

Uniform Guidance, Progression Policy, and Safe & Effective Nursing Practice Policy, 

Statement on Disability, Cell Phone Policy During Testing and Student Injury in Clinical 

Policy. 

ATI 

It is a course requirement for all students to take the nationally standardized exam provided by 

Assessment Technologies Incorporated (ATI). Students not achieving a passing standard will be 

required to remediate and to submit documentation of this remediation in accordance with Course 

Manager's protocol. Students will receive an 'Incomplete' in the course until/unless this 

remediation is accomplished. See the College of Nursing Student Handbook for the ATI Policy 

and Procedures. 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

Students are expected to attend all classes and arrive on time. Latecomers are asked to enter quietly 

and unobtrusively. Students, whether present or not, are responsible for the content and/or 

announcements presented in class or clinical sessions. 

 

BLACKBOARD 

Students are required to subscribe to and access the course Blackboard site. Blackboard is the main 

source of communication between faculty and students, and students are encouraged to access it 

daily. The course syllabus, calendar, topical outline of scheduled lectures, assigned readings, and 

clinical assignment criteria are posted on this site. Grades will be made available ONLY through 

this site. 

 

COMMUNICATION 

Communication is the responsibility of both students and faculty. The faculty will keep students 

informed of progress in both theory and clinical. Students with questions or concerns should: 

-First, go to the appropriate faculty member. Please see the course manager (Danielle 

Webster) if it is a didactic issue. Please see the clinical instructor first, prior to seeing the course 

manager, if it is a clinical issue. 
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-If not resolved, then follow the appropriate chain of command in the sequence as 

identified below: 

Course manager (Ms. Danielle Webster) 

Director of Program (Dr. Tracey Merworth) 

Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education (Dr. Laura Rodriguez) 

College of Nursing Dean (Dr. Leslie Robbins) 

Course Alignment with UTEP EDGE: 

This course aligns with UTEP EDGE: a holistic assets-based student success framework that “aims 

to develop these practices through high-impact experiences, or EDGE experiences.” Through 

comprehensive preparation and practices (ie: didactic, clinical, simulation), you will have 

opportunities to connect theoretical perspectives from the course to practice. [See Appendix A] 

Cell Phones 

• The use of a cell phone as a mobile hot spot is prohibited unless expressly approved by 

the course manager. 

• In case of emergency, friends/family may call the College of Nursing operator at 747-7280 

with the student's name and course number, and the message will be relayed. 

• All cell phones, tablets, or other electronic devices that are not in use for the quiz or exam 

must be turned off during testing or quizzes as many of these devices connect automatically 

to WiFi, and the buzzing sound associated with putting the device in vibrate mode is a 

distraction to many. Be considerate of your peers. 

• All cell phones should be put away during class time. Having cell phones out or using 

other electronic devices unrelated to course learning is considered rude and 

disrespectful to the instructors/presenters and other students. Be considerate and 

show everyone the same respect you would want if you presented to others. 

GRIEVANCES 

Challenges to grades may be pursued only on the basis of malice, bias, arbitrary or capricious 

grade determination, or impermissible discrimination. In no event shall a challenge be pursued 

only on the basis of the standards employed in setting grades, so long as those standards are 

employed impartially. Grievances MUST be in WRITING and filed through the College of 

Nursing chain of command. If the student is not satisfied with the outcome after using the chain 

of command, the student may consult with and/or file a challenge with the Chairperson of the 

University Student Welfare and Grievance Committee. 

 

GUIDANCE ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

Each student is expected to use critical and creative thinking skills to complete tasks and not rely 

on computer-generated ideas. 

 

Using AI for brainstorming 

Some AI technologies or automated tools, particularly generative AI such as ChatGPT or DALL- 

E, can be beneficial during the early brainstorming stages of an activity, and you are welcome to 

explore them for that purpose. However, keep in mind that AI-generated ideas are not your own 

and may hinder your ability to think critically and creatively about a problem. It is also important 

to remember that these technologies often “hallucinate” or produce materials and information that 

are inaccurate or incomplete—even providing false citations for use. 

 

That said, you are not allowed to submit any AI-generated work in this course as your own. 

Consider how this will affect your credibility as a professional before doing so. Any direct use of 
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AI-generated materials submitted as your own work will be treated as plagiarism and 

reported to the Office of Community Standards (OCS). 

 

POLICY ON SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY 

• Students are expected to be above reproach in all scholastic activities. Students who 

engage in scholastic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary penalties, including the 

possibility of failure in the course and dismissal from the College of Nursing and/or 

university. 

• Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation of the UTEP Handbook of 

Operating Procedures. It includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, and collusion. 

Cheating may involve copying from or providing information to another student, 

possessing unauthorized materials during a test, or falsifying research data on laboratory 

reports. Plagiarism occurs when someone intentionally or knowingly represents the words 

or ideas of another as ones' own. Collusion involves collaborating with another person to 

commit any academically dishonest act. Any act of academic dishonesty attempted by a 

UTEP student is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. All suspected violations of 

academic integrity at The University of Texas at El Paso must be reported to the Office of 

Community Standards (OCS) for possible disciplinary action. To learn more, please visit 

HOOP: Student Conduct and Discipline. 

• Since scholastic dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the 

College of Nursing and the university, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly 

enforced. See detailed procedure in the Handbook of Operating Procedures available in the 

Office of the Dean of Students. 

POLICY RELATING TO DISABILITY/ PREGNANCY/CASS: 

• Disability: Nursing is a physically and mentally challenging profession. Nurses are 

required to think critically and quickly in order to respond to patient care needs. Nurses are 

also expected to be able to assist patients in transfer, ambulation, and in activities of daily 

living. In order to do this, nurses must be able to lift, bend and be on their feet for extended 

periods of time. Nursing students are expected to be able to perform these functions. It is 

the responsibility of the student to inform the course manager of any limitations they may 

have in completing course expectations. Nursing students with limitations are advised to 

discuss these matters with The Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) 

to determine if reasonable accommodations could be provided. Written guidelines related 

to accommodations from CASS must be submitted to the course manager PRIOR to 

accommodations being provided. If you have a disability and need classroom 

accommodations, please contact CASS at 747-5148, or by email to cass@utep.edu, or visit 

their office located in UTEP Union East, Room 106, or apply for accommodations online 

via the CASS portal. For additional information, please visit the CASS website 

at www.sa.utep.edu/cass. CASS’ Staff are the only individuals who can validate and if need 

be, authorize accommodations for students with disabilities. 

• Pregnancy: It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of pregnancy 

limitations. Written guidelines related to accommodations from The Center for 

Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) must be submitted to the course manager 

PRIOR to the start of the course. 

PROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOR: 

• Students are expected to demonstrate professionalism* at all times when interacting with faculty, 

peers, preceptors, clients, and others in both academic and clinical settings, or in any capacity in 

which they represent the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP). Unprofessional conduct and/or 

https://webmail.utep.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=p_MyY6PeGEmcXUDRHP83bVPCWt73k9AIzrwEHHylOWLwGp39yDI25U-cIVMWeYXaOohzsyqNrPg.&URL=mailto%3acass%40utep.edu
https://webmail.utep.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=p_MyY6PeGEmcXUDRHP83bVPCWt73k9AIzrwEHHylOWLwGp39yDI25U-cIVMWeYXaOohzsyqNrPg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.sa.utep.edu%2fcass
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gross misconduct will not be tolerated. 

• Concerns regarding professional behavior will result in a required faculty conference and the 

initiation of an individualized Student Opting for Success (SOS) plan. 

• Violation of professional behavior will result in consequences determined in accordance with 

course-specific, College of Nursing, and/or University policies. 

• The following addresses expectation of infection control, safety, and hygiene applying to 

classroom and clinical practice settings. Students are expected to be mindful of personal 

hygiene and cleanliness of clothing and personal baggage. Aseptic techniques should be 

used when coughing, sneezing, and disposing of personal tissues. Students and faculty 

must be careful to create an image of cleanliness and health, avoiding personal body odors 

and excessive use of perfumed chemicals. Hair should be clean and neatly kept, skin 

should be clean and intact. Open wounds with drainage/swelling/ or lacerations should be 

cleansed/bandaged for the classroom setting; however, a physician's note is needed to be 

allowed into the skills practice lab or into a clinical rotation in the nursing program. See 

Professional Attire and Uniform Guidance Policy 

 

*Professionalism, as defined in the Student Handbook of Operations, requires students to "model 

professionalism, ethical, legal, and competent practice in the management of patient-centered care." 

 

RETENTION (STUDENTS OPTING FOR SUCCESS) 

When a student is not progressing in the course as expected, is not successful on an examination, 

or is not meeting clinical expectations, they will be required to meet with the instructor to discuss 

strategies for success as outlined on the SOS form. The SOS plan will identify recommendations 

for improving the student's success potential and will specify timelines for the completion of these 

recommendations. The SOS form (with all recommendations completed and all signatures in 

place) must be submitted to the course manager by the due date. Non-compliance with SOS 

recommendations jeopardizes eligibility to repeat the course in the subsequent semester. 

Please see UG Remediation Policy and respective Blackboard homepage for the SOS form. 

ILLNESS PRECAUTIONS 

Please stay home if you have symptoms of a communicable illness. If you are feeling unwell, 

please notify your course manager, so that we can work on appropriate accommodations. For 

clinical practicum, please see Clinical Practicum Policy. 

 

UTEP TOBACCO POLICY 

The University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) appreciates your cooperation as we are a smoke and 

tobacco-free campus. The policy is part of the university's promotion of respect toward our 

environment and community. The use of tobacco products (including but not limited to cigarettes, 

cigars, pipes, water pipes, bidis, kreteks, electronic cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, snuff, chewing 

tobacco or all other tobacco products) is prohibited in university buildings, grounds, sidewalks, 

walkways, and university-owned property and applies to all students, faculty, Staff, contractors, 

and visitors. For more information, visit www.tobaccofree.utep.edu. 

 

DIDACTIC POLICIES 

 

• Office Hours: I will have office hours for your questions and comments about the course. 

• Email: UTEP email is the best way to contact me. I will attempt to respond to your email 

within 24 business hours of receipt. When sending an email to the didactic instructor, 

http://www.tobaccofree.utep.edu/
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be sure to also copy the course manager (Danielle Webster) on your email. Please 

email from your UTEP student account. In the body of your email, clearly state your 

question. At the end of your email, be sure to put your first and last name, as well as your 

university identification number. 

• Announcements: Check the Blackboard announcements and your email daily for 

updates, deadlines, or other important messages. Go to the library and have your 

webmail synced to your phone. 

• Students may text the course manager (Danielle Webster) during normal business hours 

and, if needed, until 9:00 p.m. Students should not contact other faculty after normal 

business hours unless there is an emergency. Forgetting an assignment was due is not an 

emergent matter. 

 

Attendance/Participation/Assignments 

Class times are held on Wednesdays from 1300-1700 and Saturdays from 0900-1400. The days 

and times are posted on Goldmine and were made available during registration. By continuing with 

registration, students acknowledged the days and times listed and agreed to abide by those set days 

and times. If an absence or absences are anticipated due to other plans that will interfere with 

meeting any of the course and/or clinical requirements, it is recommended that the student drop the 

course and register for the next upcoming semester when they can abide by the set days and times 

of the course; otherwise, a zero will be given for the day's graded assignments. 

 

Attendance in the course is determined by participation in the course's learning activities. Your 

participation in the course is essential for your learning and success and for creating a community 

of learners. The completion of the following activities determines participation: 

o Students must sign in and sign out for each class session with the instructor. 
o Any student caught signing in for another student will be reported to OCS, and both 

students will receive a zero for all graded assignments for the day. 

o The course relies very heavily on group work. Your team members depend on you to be on 
time and ready to participate. Arriving late or leaving early will not be tolerated. 

o Unexcused tardiness past 15 minutes on lecture days will result in 15 points 
deducted from the week's project grade and a referral to OCS. 

▪ Students who are grievously late, significantly more than once, will result in 

25 points deducted from both the quiz and the week's project grade and 

referred to OCS. (If you anticipate being late or absent due to extenuating or 

unforeseen circumstances, you must inform the instructor immediately. 

Failure to do so will result in a zero for the day's assignments). 

▪ Case studies are part of the lecture, and any case studies missed due to 

tardiness or unexcused absences will result in a 10-point deduction from 

the week’s project for that student's grade for each case study missed. 

▪ Students who attempt to leave early, without notice or permission from the 

course manager, will be reported to OSC for academic dishonesty and 

receive a zero for the day’s assignment. 

o Guest presenters are part of the lecture and related to particular units. Any 

unexcused absences for the presentations will result in 30 points deducted from the 

week's project grade and a referral to OCS. Unexcused tardiness past 5 minutes will 

result in 15 points deducted from the week's project grade and referred to OCS. 

o Group projects are part of the lecture, and each member is expected to participate. 
There are five group projects for didactic. 
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▪  If you are absent or attempt to leave early and your group members sign 

your name to the project and turn in the assignment as though you are there, 

in that case, every group member will be reported to OCS for academic 

dishonesty, and every group member will receive a zero for the day's 

project, and the group will be dissolved. Each group member will then be 

responsible for carrying out all remaining graded assignments on their own. 

o Reading/Viewing all course materials to ensure understanding of assignment requirements 

o Participating in an engaging discussion with your peers and group members during course 
activities 

o Participating in scheduled virtual sessions if assigned 
o Other activities as indicated in the weekly units, including completing blueprints 

and reading posted articles. 

o You are expected to participate with your group in didactic. If for any reason, there is 

an issue with professionalism, disrespect, bullying, not doing work, etc., you may be 

removed from your group. If you are removed from your group, you will NOT be 

placed into another group but will be responsible for all exams, assignments, and 

projects on your own. 

Because these activities are designed to contribute to your learning each week, they cannot be 

made up after their due date has passed unless approved by the course manager. 

Assignments: All assignments and projects must be completed and submitted in order to pass the 

course and receive a course grade. Assignments submitted late without the course manager’s 

approval will receive a deduction of 25 points for one day (24 hours). Assignments submitted more 

than 24 hours past the assigned due date/time will receive a zero (0) for that assignment. Even 

though a student might receive a zero on an assignment, it must still be submitted in order to 

pass the course. All references must be submitted in APA format. Extension(s) for any 

assignments will only be considered on an individual basis and at the course manager’s discretion. 

For this course, ALL assignments and projects must be completed and submitted in order to pass 

the course and receive a course grade. Grades on these assignments are factored into the 

overall course grade only if the student has achieved a minimum average score of 75% on all 

graded assignments. Any assignments not submitted (including non-graded required 

assignments) will result in an incomplete in the course. 

 

Students should not be working on any other assignments for other courses during class time. Any 

assignments submitted for another course during NURS 4511 class time will be relayed to the 

other course manager and may result in a change of grade at the other course manager's discretion. 

Assignments for NURS 4511 submitted during class time of another course and relayed to the 

course manager (Danielle Webster) will result in a zero for that assignment and/or a zero for that 

day's graded assignments at the course manager's discretion. 

Students with ANY missing assignments will not move on to clinicals. 

Exams and Quizzes 

There will be a total of five quizzes and two exams. The quizzes will be taken individually, and the 

exams will be taken as a group. 

All quizzes and exams must be taken at the scheduled time. Make-up quizzes and exams are rarely 

given and are only provided due to extenuating circumstances, at the course manager's discretion, 

and when the student has notified the instructor and course manager in advance of the 

scheduled quiz/exam. If you miss a quiz/exam and it is rescheduled for another time, you will 
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have to take the quiz/exam on your own in the course manager's office or at the CASS office. 

Online exams/quizzes or exams/quizzes taken at home are NOT an option. All quizzes and exams 

must be taken in person in the course manager's office or scheduled at the CASS office. If you are 

removed from your group, you will take the exams on your own. Examples of extenuating 

circumstances include extreme sickness, hospitalization (or hospitalization of immediate family 

members), car accidents, death of an immediate family member, and other similar instances. 

Quizzes and exams will not be rescheduled due to absences related to lack of childcare on multiple 

occasions, lack of transportation, vacations, other out-of-town getaways, concerts, graduations, 

anniversaries, birthdays, holiday weekends, and outside work/jobs, etc. 

Quizzes and exams will be taken through Respondus Lockdown Browser and must be taken within 

the classroom. Any student discovered taking a quiz, or an exam outside of the testing room (in an 

unapproved location, in another room at the university, or at home) will receive a zero for the 

assignment and be reported to OCS for academic dishonesty and recommended for course failure 

and removal from the program. 

Students are only allowed ONE attempt for quizzes and exams. They are NOT offered for retakes 

to achieve a higher score. 

Students will be required to display their UTEP student ID card in front of them during the 

entire exam time. The student will also be required to sign in and/or sign out on an attendance 

sheet for all exams. If the student does not bring an ID, the student will be required to show a 

government-issued photo ID. Time loss will not be restored. 

Group Projects 

For every unit lecture, groups will be required to complete a project and submit it by the end of 

class. 

Again, if you are absent or if you do not return to class and your group members sign your name to 

the project and turn in the assignment as though you are present, in that case, every group member 

will be reported to OCS for academic dishonesty (recommended for course failure and removal 

from the program), and every group member will receive a zero for the day's project, and the group 

will be dissolved. Each student will be responsible for carrying out all remaining graded 

assignments on their own dependent on the decision of OCS. 

o Guest presenters are part of the lecture and related to particular units. Any 

unexcused absences for the presentations will result in 30 points deducted from the 

unit project grade and a referral to OCS. Unexcused tardiness past 5 minutes will 

result in 15 points deducted from the unit project grade and a referral to OCS. 

Each group must create a group contract before starting their group work. The contract 

must also include steps to handle conflict within the group. If there are any issues with a 

student(s), and the rest of the group has referred to the contract without any resolution, the 

other group members may ask the course manager for a problematic group member to be 

removed. For a group member to be removed, the other group members must present to the 

course manager a written document outlining the issues at hand, solutions to try and resolve 

the problem, and why it was unsuccessful. All remaining group members must sign the 

document before any student is permanently removed. If the course manager decides that a 

student is to be removed, that student will NOT be placed into another group but will be 

responsible for all exams, assignments, and projects on their own. 

If a student is removed from their group due to unprofessional behavior, that student will 

not be placed into another group and must complete the remaining assignments and exams 

individually. 
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Test Proctoring Software 

All course assessments will use Respondus Lock Down Browser to promote academic 

integrity. You are encouraged to learn more about using these programs before the first test. 

 

Please review the following guidelines: 

• The assessments will only be available at times identified on the course calendar. 

• Time will not be extended due to technical or internet issues. Ensure that you have 

a reliable connection and that web respondus and any electronic devices are working 

PRIOR to the exam meeting. 

• Respondus Lockdown Browser will require that all internet tabs are closed before 

starting the test. 

• Respondus Monitor requires a webcam and microphone and may be used during a 

test at the instructor's discretion. 

• If a webcam and microphone are used, you will be required to show the webcam your 

student ID before starting the test. 

• Your face should be discernible during the test. Blocking the camera will disable the 

test. 

• No notes or textbook materials are permitted during the test. 

• If used by the instructor, Respondus Monitor requires you to take a video of your 

surrounding area (desk, chair, walls, etc.) 

• You should not have conversations with other people and/or leave and return to the 

area during the test without the instructor's permission. This will result in a zero on 

the quiz or exam and be reported to OCS. 

• DO NOT access your course materials during quizzes and exams. Accessing course 

materials and any other materials during testing is strictly prohibited, will 

result in a zero, and will be reported to OCS. 

 

Alternative Means of Submitting Work in Case of Technical Issues 

We strongly suggest that you submit your work with plenty of time to spare in the event that you 

have a technical issue with the course website, network, and/or your computer. It is suggested you 

save all your work in a separate Word document as a backup. This way, you will have evidence 

that the work was completed and will not lose credit. If you are experiencing difficulties 

submitting your work through the course website, please contact the UTEP Help Desk. You can 

email me your backup document as a last resort. 

 

Netiquette 

As we know, sometimes, communication online can be challenging. It's possible to 

miscommunicate or misunderstand our classmates and instructors, given the lack of body language 

and immediate feedback. Therefore, please keep this netiquette (network etiquette) guidelines in 

mind. Failure to observe them may result in disciplinary action. 

o Always consider the audience. This is a college-level course; therefore, all 
communication should reflect polite consideration of others' ideas. 

o Respect and courtesy must be provided to classmates and the instructor at all times. 
No harassment or inappropriate postings and emails will be tolerated. 

o When reacting to someone else's message, address the ideas, not the person. Post 
only what anyone would comfortably state in a face-to-face situation. 
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o Blackboard is not a public internet venue; all postings should be considered private 

and confidential. Whatever is posted in these online spaces is intended for classmates 

and professors only. Please do not copy documents and paste them to a publicly 

accessible website, blog, or other space. 

o A student may be removed from their group due to unprofessional behavior, which 

extends to text messages, emails, group chats, and other forms of electronic 

networking. If a student is removed from their group, that student will not be placed 

into another group and must complete the remaining assignments and exams 

individually. 

Absences and/or Course Drop Policy 

According to UTEP Curriculum and Classroom Policies, "When, in the judgment of the 

instructor, a student has been absent to such a degree as to impair his or her status relative to 

credit for the course, the instructor may drop the student from the class with a grade of "W" 

before the course drop deadline and with a grade of "F" after the course drop deadline." See 

academic regulations in the UTEP Undergraduate Catalog for a list of excused absences. 

Therefore, if the course manager finds that you are at risk of failing due to non-performance 

in the course, you will be dropped from the course. The course manager will provide 24 hours 

of advance notice via email. 

Incomplete Grade 

After completing at least half of the course requirements, incomplete grades may be requested only 

in exceptional circumstances. Talk to the course manager immediately if you believe an 

incomplete is warranted. If granted, the course manager will establish a contract of work to be 

completed with deadlines. If an incomplete is warranted for clinical, any clinical hours 

accumulated during the semester will not roll over to the next semester. 

 

ATI Grading and Remediation for this course: 

Prep Work: Students will be required to take and submit documentation of completion of the 

following exams prior to taking the ATI Community Proctored exam: ATI Community Practice 

A, ATI Community Practice B, Learning Systems Community Quiz, and Learning Systems 

Community Final, and ATI Engage Series 18 Practice Tests. These exams will be entered into the 

grade book as complete/not complete. Please see below for specifics on each exam. 

• ATI Community Practice A and B, Learning Systems Community Quiz, Learning Systems 

Community Final, and ATI Engage Series 18 Practice Tests will be taken outside of class 

(open book, unlimited time). Students will be required to achieve a 90% or higher on the 

exams with a minimum of 30 minutes. Students will be able to take the exams multiple 

times to receive the required grade. ATI assignments must be submitted to the 

appropriate link on Blackboard by the deadline. Any ATI assignments not submitted 

to Blackboard by the deadline, regardless of whether they were completed, and time 

stamped on ATI, will result in an incomplete until they are uploaded appropriately. 

• Students submitting any ATI assignments late or not meeting the set time and grade 

standards will not be allowed to sit for the proctored ATI, delaying their clinical start 

date. The ATI will be rescheduled at a later time at the course manager’s discretion. 

Proctored Exam: Students are required to take the ATI Community Proctored exam. The score 

will count as 10% of your course grade. (Refer to the College of Nursing Student Handbook for 

the ATI Policy and Procedures). 
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The proctored ATI exam counts towards the final grade as follows: 

 

Below Level 1 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

Raw Score 70 Points 88 Points 100 Points 

 
o Students failing to achieve a passing score (level 2) must complete the ATI remediation 

activities as follows: 

 

Benchmark Focused Review Practice 

Assessments 

Learning 

System RN 

Review 

Material 

Below Level 1 At least 4 hours none none  

 

 **If done after ATI Predictor: 

4 hours of focused review and all 

remediation templates 

   

Level 1 At least 3 hours 

 

**If done after ATI Predictor: 

3 hours of focused review and all 

remediation templates 

none none  

o Due Date: June 20, 2025 at 1200. 

CLINICAL POLICIES 

Clinical Placements 

The course manager is responsible for clinical placements. Clinical placements are very tedious 

and time-consuming, taking weeks to complete and many documents to fill out and submit. Once a 

student is placed at a facility and the finalized list is released, changes will NOT be made. Students 

may make requests early in the semester for certain placements due to particular circumstances, but it 

is only a request that can be denied. 

 

If conflicts occur between a student and their initial preceptor, the student may be placed with 

another preceptor based on availability, agreement with facility liaisons, and at the course 

manager's discretion (if no preceptors are available, the student will be issued an incomplete). If 

disputes continue with the second preceptor, the student will not be placed with a third preceptor 

and must finish their time with the second preceptor, or the student will be issued an incomplete. 

 

If a conflict is severe enough that a preceptor refuses to continue working with a student, 

even after speaking with the course manager and assigned clinical instructor, the student 

will be removed from the clinical setting and will receive an incomplete in the course. 

 

Facility placement requires completion of facility paperwork. Some facilities require additional items to 

be completed. This includes, but is not limited to, submission of additional documents and paperwork, 

required fingerprints, additional background checks, educational training/modules, orientations, and 

badge pick-ups. If a student does not fulfill the requirements for their assigned site by the stated 

date, they will not be placed for clinicals, nor will they receive a 2nd site for their clinical rotation, 

and they will receive a clinical incomplete. It is vital that all students continue to check their email 

several times a day and respond to their course manager and clinical instructor's messages to 
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ensure that they have submitted all documents required and are in compliance for clearance to 

participate in clinicals. 

 

Students are not allowed to contact clinical liaisons unless directed to by the course 

manager, and students are not allowed to solicit preceptors. If a student solicits a 

preceptor or attempts to switch clinical sites without permission, the student will 

receive a clinical incomplete. 

 

For any clinical group project(s) that may be assigned, if a student is removed from their group or 

if a student is ill, the student will complete the projects at the clinical instructor's and/or course 

manager's discretion on their own. If a clinical project is assigned and a student is removed 

from their group due to unprofessional behavior, that student will not be placed into another 

group and must complete any clinical project(s) assigned on their own. 

 

If a student is not following facility policies (e.g., parking, cell phones in the prison, etc.), the student 

will be removed from the clinical site and receive a clinical failure. 

 

If a student is caught sleeping or giving the appearance of sleeping during their clinical rotation, 

and the preceptor/facility notifies the clinical faculty/course manager, the student will receive an 

automatic clinical failure. 

If a student is sent home or removed from the clinical site by their preceptor/facility for any sort 

of behavioral issue or gross misconduct, the student will receive a clinical failure. 

ATTENDANCE 

Punctual attendance for all clinical activities is required, and tardiness and/or absenteeism 

will not be tolerated. Students are expected to be where they are assigned and to be on time. 

• If a student anticipates absence or tardiness for any clinical experience, the clinical 

instructor or Course Manager must be notified prior to the absence or tardiness, and this 

will only be tolerated for a single occurrence. Make-up for one incidence of tardiness 

and/or clinical absence will be at the faculty's discretion if there are extenuating 

circumstances. In case of illness, a release from a health care provider will be required to 

return to clinical with documentation that is signed and on an official letterhead. 

• Students who are tardy and/or absent from any clinical experience will receive a 

formal verbal and written counseling relating to this lack of professionalism. A 

second occurrence of tardiness and/or absence from clinical activities will result in 

failure of clinical, and thus, failure of the course. 

• No-Call, No-Show: A student who is a no-call, no-show will result in an automatic clinical 

failure. 

• If the facility notifies the College of Nursing that a student is not permitted to return 

to the facility indefinitely, this would result in failure of clinical, and thus, failure of 

the course. 

• Students must remain in their assigned area at all times, unless approved by the 

clinical instructor. Students must ensure their clinical instructor is aware of their location 

at all times. If a student is flexed from their clinical site, becomes ill and is sent home, or is 

at a different location with their preceptor, they must notify their clinical instructor 

immediately. If the clinical instructor shows up to the site and the student is not at the site, 

the student will receive a clinical absence and SOS. Please note: A second clinical 

absence or a clinical SOS will result in a clinical failure. 

• Required clinical experiences include hospital orientation, clinical orientation, computer 
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orientation as required by the agency, lab demonstrations, practice sessions, simulation 

hospital days, pre/post conferences, and direct patient care. 

CLINICAL CLEARANCE 

Before clinical orientation, students are required to have clinical clearances that are valid through 

the end of the semester. Health clearances, CPR, insurance, background checks, drug screening, 

city-wide orientation clearances, and additional clinical requirements should be verified by the 

Compliance Office. Students will not be eligible for clinical participation until all clearances are 

verified. See Clinical Compliance Policy. 

 

CLINICAL PREPARATION 

Any student who is not adequately prepared for clinical will not be allowed to care for patients if 

doing so would violate the departmental SON Safe & Effective Nursing Practice Policy. Daily 

preparation is a major component on the clinical evaluation. See Clinical Practicum Policy & 

Preceptorship Policy 

 

CLINICAL PRACTICUM 

• A minimum of 90 hours of clinical time is required to complete NURS 4511. 

• Assignments are non-negotiable. 

• Students will contact and/or meet with their assigned preceptors before the clinical 

experience. Students will provide the clinical instructors with his/her preceptor's complete 

work schedule prior to the first day of clinical and as the preceptor's new work schedules 

are available or if changes are made. The student will work the same schedule as the 

preceptor, including day/night shift, holidays, and weekends, unless arrangements are made 

for an additional experience, i.e., working with another preceptor in a different unit. 
Additional experiences must be communicated and approved by the faculty and course manager at 

their discretion. 

• Students are expected to respond to their instructor in a timely manner regarding any 

communication, assignments, instructions, or inquiries. Failure to respond within 24 

hours will result in a clinical SOS. Please note: a second clinical SOS will result in a 

clinical failure. 

• Alternative clinical hours may be given and can include health fairs, IPE events, vaccine 

clinics, etc. Prior permission is needed and is at the course manager's discretion. 

• Alternative clinical hours given by the course manager do not have a limit. Alternative 

hours offered for Community may be achieved even if the student is scheduled to work 

with their preceptor. Students must ask the course manager for permission to participate in 

alternative hours and communicate their intent to do the alternative hours with their clinical 

instructor and preceptor. 

• Students must work until they have completed the shift, even if it is beyond the scheduled 

shift. I.e., An emergency arises on the unit, or you have not completed documentation for 

the assigned shift. The student will stay with their preceptor after the shift until this work 

has been completed. 

• Students may leave work mid-shift if the 90-hour clinical requirement is met mid-shift; 

otherwise, students must remain on the unit until the end of that shift. (Example: if a 

student only has 2 hours left to complete, the student must stay for half a shift. If a student 

has 5+ hours to complete, the student must remain until the end of that shift). 

• Internship/Externship hours are not counted toward the 90 hours needed to complete the 

course. They must be done separately. The only hours that may be counted toward the 90 

hours prior to the start of a rotation are any alternative hours offered by the course manager 

(IPE events, vaccine clinics, health fairs, etc.). 
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• Preceptors are assigned by the course manager in collaboration with the agency managers 

and must be BSN or ADN nurses with several years of clinical experience. Students are 

not allowed to switch preceptors or clinical sites without permission from the course 

manager and facility liaisons. Doing so will result in a clinical incomplete. 

• At the end of the clinical rotation, the student will submit to the faculty the completed and 

signed Preceptor Agreement Form, Clinical Time Sheets, Permission to Teach, Teaching 

Rubric, Clinical Critical Analysis Project Preceptor Rubric, Clinical Evaluation Tool, 

Clinical Agency Evaluation, Preceptor Evaluation, and any other evaluations or 

documents that facilities request, and all other required forms. The student will meet with 

their assigned clinical instructor at the clinical instructor’s discretion to drop off all 

clinical documents. If the student fails to meet with their assigned instructor at the 

designated time, the student will have an incomplete in the course until the documents are 

received. 

• The rotation is not over for any student until all documents have been collected and they 

have received a 75% or higher on their final Clinical Critical Analysis Paper. 

• In addition to end-of-course evaluations, students will receive two exit surveys via email 

after the middle of the semester. One is administered by Skyfactor-Benchworks, and the 

other by UTEP. Students are expected to complete these surveys. 

• Should the student be dropped from the course after census day, the faculty will 

assign either a W or F grade (refer to UTEP catalog). 

• Missed clinical experiences, regardless of reason, must be made up. Arrangements to make 

up missed clinical time must be discussed and approved by the course manager, clinical 

instructor, and preceptor. The student must then coordinate with the clinical instructor and 

a preceptor to complete the experience. If a preceptor is unavailable and the student 

cannot complete the required 90 hours of clinical by the end of the semester, the student will 

receive an incomplete for clinicals. 

• While everything is done to ensure a student is placed, clinical placements are not 

guaranteed and are assigned based on preceptor and site availability. If the course manager 

and facility liaisons cannot obtain a site and preceptor, the student must receive an 

incomplete for clinicals until a preceptor can be obtained and the hours completed. If a 

student cannot complete the hours by the end of the semester due to preceptor availability, 

they will receive an incomplete and must return in an upcoming semester to finish the 

course. 

PASSPORT TO PRACTICUM 

Students must arrange a meeting with their preceptors before the clinical experience. Students 

must submit to their assigned clinical faculty a completed passport. This is due 72 hours after the 

student's initial start date. It must be uploaded to the appropriate link on Blackboard. If the 

Passport is not completed within the allotted time frame, the student will be removed from 

the clinical site and is not permitted to return until the Passport is completed. Students must 

complete this assignment individually, even if they are working in the same unit or with the same 

preceptor as another classmate. Group work will not be accepted. 

 

PRECEPTOR AGREEMENT FORM 

On the first day of the student's clinical rotation, the student must have their preceptor sign the 

Preceptor Agreement Form. If a student rotates with other preceptors during their time on the unit, 

they must also have a Preceptor Agreement Form signed by every nurse they rotated with. Each 

Preceptor Agreement Form must be filled out entirely with a recent work history. A preceptor 

may opt to submit a resume instead of filling out the work history section on the agreement form. 
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CLINICAL TIME SHEETS 

Record all clinical hours on the Clinical Time Sheet. Hours spent after scheduled shifts (following 

a nurse manager, attending meetings, or needing to stay past the end of shift to complete shift 

work/tasks) are counted and are included in the total 90 clinical hours requirement. The preceptor 

will certify the documented hours of practicum. Blatant falsification of timesheets results in a 

meeting with the course manager, the Associate Dean, and possible dismissal from the 

program. Students are responsible for completing, tracking, totaling, and submitting completed 

time sheets DAILY. Students are not allowed to pre-fill anticipated hours on the timesheets. The 

lunch hour does not count towards the total 90-hour clinical requirement, and students must 

indicate when they took lunch on their timesheets. Any working lunches are allowed to be counted 

to the overall hours. Keep a copy for your records. 

 

PERMISSION TO TEACH AND PROJECT RUBRIC 

All students must have the Permission to Teach signed before teaching. The preceptor’s 

administrator must approve the topic. If the preceptor is the administrator, they are allowed to sign 

the document. After the teaching, the preceptor must complete the Clinical Critical Analysis 

Project Rubric to verify that the teaching was done. 

 

CLINICAL EVALUATION TOOL 

The tool is designed to track a student's achievement of minimum nursing competencies through 

critical thinking, delegation, and prioritization skills based on the Texas Board of Nursing 

Differentiated Essential Competencies for a BSN graduate nurse and of N-4511 Course & 

Clinical Objectives. This is completed by the preceptor midway (midterm/formative) through the 

practicum and at the end of the practicum (final/summative) and reviewed with the student. The 

original signed, completed tool with all evaluations are submitted to the clinical instructor at the end of 

the semester. Students must achieve 4=Outstanding, 3=Satisfactory level, NO=No Opportunity, or 

NA=Not Applicable in every criterion on the summative evaluation by the end of the semester. 

Acquiring a 2=Needs Improvement and/or 1=Unsatisfactory on the summative evaluation is not 

passing criteria. The preceptor and student will notify the clinical instructor and course manager 

immediately if the student is not demonstrating competencies at the required level before the 

summative evaluation. 

STUDENT EVALUATION OF PRECEPTOR AND CLINICAL AGENCY EVALUATION 

Once the clinical rotation is complete, students must submit an evaluation of their preceptor and an 

evaluation of the clinical agency. Students are encouraged to be honest in these evaluations as it 

helps the course manager and facility liaisons place future students with preceptors. In addition to 

UTEP's preceptor and agency evaluation, students may be required to submit additional agency 

evaluations as requested by the facility. Any further evaluations are expected to be submitted on 

time and correctly. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PRESENTATION/CLINICAL CRITICAL ANALYSIS PAPER 

During the clinical experience, each student will put together a quality improvement teaching and 

is responsible for meeting the written components and preparing and delivering a teaching as part 

of the clinical critical analysis paper. The teaching must be coordinated with the preceptor and 

nurse manager/director of the assigned clinical area, and the students must have the administrator's 

signature on the Permission to Teach form. The teaching should be 10 to 15 minutes long and 

target a specific learning need relevant to the staff and/or patients. The preceptor and nurse 

manager/director must agree on the teaching date and topic. The teaching tool designed 

(PowerPoint, brochure/pamphlet, badge buddy, etc.) must be submitted to the appropriate link on 

Blackboard. The preceptor will evaluate the student on their teaching and the rubric submitted 

with the rest of the clinical documents. The final clinical critical analysis paper must also be 
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submitted to the appropriate link on Blackboard. See the Rubric for Clinical Paper. This 

assignment is not optional and is worth 10% of the overall grade. If the project is not submitted 

by the deadline and the student has not contacted the clinical instructor or course manager 

for an extension, 10 points will be deducted for each day late. On the third day, a zero will be 

entered, and the student will receive a clinical failure, which results in a course failure. 

Students must receive a minimum of a 75% on the clinical project/paper to receive a passing 

grade for clinical. Failing clinical will result in a course failure. 

 

ETHICAL AND RESPONSIBLE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 

o Posting information about patients on social media of any kind is strictly forbidden. 
This includes but is not limited to names, diagnoses, treatments, medications, histories, 
room numbers, symptom descriptions, descriptions of any kind (good or bad), 
conversations with or any other part of the day in clinical, and pictures of patients, 
clients, or family members at the clinical sites, etc. 

o Under no circumstances are students to discuss policies or activities of any clinical 
facilities. 

o Any violation of this policy will result in disciplinary action which may include 
dismissal from the program. This violation is covered under HIPAA laws. 

 

DOSAGE CALCULATION EXAMS 

Students are required to take and pass the dosage calculation exam given in this course. The exam 

must be passed at 90% prior to the start of clinical. If the exam is not passed at 90%, students will 

have the opportunity to remediate and retest twice before clinical rotations start (a maximum of 3 

attempts). Students unable to pass the dosage calculation exam after the 3 attempts will be 

administratively dropped from all clinical courses. The dosage calculation exam is not factored 

into the course grade. See the Dosage Calculation Policy With Rounding Rules. 

 

HIPAA 

HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996) is a mandatory federal law 

that protects patient health information. In keeping with HIPAA guidelines, nursing students shall 

not, under any circumstance; photocopy, fax, or remove from the agency premises, any 

component of the patient's medical record. Failure to comply with HIPAA policies will result in 

disciplinary action that may include course failure and/or dismissal from the nursing program. In 

addition, legal action may be taken against the student. 

 

SIMULATION 

Satisfactory achievement of simulation and course-related objectives is required to achieve a 

passing clinical grade in this course. Facilitators are available in the Simulation Lab for additional 

help as needed. 

 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

Copyright law protects many of the materials that are posted within this course. These materials 

are only for the use of students enrolled in this course and only for the purpose of this course. They 

may not be further retained or disseminated. 

 

Course Resources 



Syllabus 22 Nursing 4511: Population Focused Care 
 

Where you can go for assistance: UTEP provides a variety of student services and support. 

Please refer to the QR code below for a listing of campus resources or visit 

https://www.utep.edu/advising/student_resources/student-success-resource-hub.html. 

https://www.utep.edu/advising/student_resources/student-success-resource-hub.html


 

The University of Texas at El Paso College of Nursing 

Appendix A 

 

COURSE TITLE: Nursing 4511 – Population Focused Care 

 

Course Alignment with UTEP EDGE: 

This course aligns with UTEP EDGE: a holistic assets-based student success framework that 

“aims to develop these practices through high-impact experiences, or EDGE experiences.” 

Through comprehensive preparation and practices (ie: didactic, clinical, simulation), you will 

have opportunities to connect theoretical perspectives from the course to practice. 

UTEP EDGE Experiences in Curricular Settings 

1. Capstone Experiences: Culminating experiences that integrate coursework, knowledge, 

skills, and experiential learning to enable students to demonstrate a broad mastery of 

learning across the curriculum for further career advancement. 

a. Assessment Through Clinical Capstone with Preceptors: 

i. In these assignments, students are required to: 

1. Clinical Capstone 

• Students are required to complete 90 hours of 

Community-Based Nursing with a preceptor, 

applying their nursing knowledge and skills in an 

immersive environment to develop a quality- 

improvement teaching project grounded in 

evidence-based practice. This capstone experience 

emphasizes holistic, interdisciplinary patient care, 

preparing students for comprehensive nursing roles 

and advancing their careers. 

2. Creative Activities: Experiences that require students to create or participate in visual, 

literary, or performing art that integrates and applies what they have learned in a 

classroom setting. 

a. Assessment Through Windshield Survey and Clinical Opportunities: 

i. In these assignments, students are required to: 

1. Windshield Survey 

• Student groups will assess the health and resources 

of an assigned zip code and vulnerable population 

in the El Paso community to understand the 

environmental and social factors affecting their 

well-being. Using local data, resources, and 

evidence-based practices, they will identify a 



 

unique problem and develop a prevention plan 

incorporating primary, secondary, and tertiary 

strategies. A visual poster and oral report will 

present their findings and action plan. 

2. Clinical Opportunities 

• Students will collaborate with their clinical 

preceptor to design a quality-improvement teaching 

project based on research and evidence-based 

practice. They will create a teaching tool 

(PowerPoint, brochure, pamphlet, flyer, etc.) 

incorporating the Domains of Learning and/or the 

Growth and Development theory to improve patient 

care and safety. 

3. Community Engagement: Experiences that integrate meaningful community-based 

service with classroom instruction, student learning outcomes, and reflection activities 

that enrich students’ learning experience, teach civic responsibility, enhance skill 

development, and strengthen communities. 

a. Assessment Through Health Fair: 

i. In these assignments, students are required to: 

1. Health Fair 

• Students will apply their program knowledge to 

provide health education and evidence-based 

screenings, such as blood pressure, foot, and BMI 

checks, to vulnerable populations in El Paso, 

connecting participants to health services through 

referrals. This experience will deepen their 

understanding of community challenges, promote 

civic responsibility, and foster a commitment to 

equity. Students will reflect on their experience, 

noting discoveries and insights gained, and how this 

work with underserved populations will affect their 

future nursing practice. 

4. Student Leadership: Project-based learning experiences that include addressing 

complex questions and cooperating in teams to examine real-world problems, formulate 

solutions, and examine their problem-solving processes. 

a. Assessment Through IPE Event, Clinical Opportunities: 

i. In these assignments, students are required to: 

1. IPE Event 

• Students will work in interdisciplinary groups, contributing 

their knowledge to real-world healthcare case studies 

requiring input from multiple disciplines. They will analyze 

problems, identify care gaps, and develop integrated, 

evidence-based solutions to address the root causes. 



 

Feedback from facilitators and peers will help refine their approach and deepen their learning. 

2. Clinical Opportunities 

• Students will engage in real-world scenarios that 

require critical thinking on priority care, patient 

safety, quality care, and health prevention. Working 

with their preceptor and interdisciplinary team, they 

will develop and implement care plans, 

transitioning from observation to active 

participation. They will use current research and 

clinical guidelines to create a quality improvement 

teaching to enhance patient care and safety. 

Students will set goals for their teaching and reflect 

on the outcomes to evaluate their effectiveness and 

identify areas for improvement. 

 

 

 

UTEP EDGE Advantages in Curricular Settings 

1. Communication: Written: Students will demonstrate effective interpretation, 

development, and application of written communication strategies appropriate to purpose, 

genre, context, and audience. Oral: Students will demonstrate effective interpretation, 

development, and application of oral communication strategies appropriate to purpose, 

genre, context, and audience. 

a. Assessment through Class Projects and Case Studies, Clinical Project, 

Windshield Survey, IPE Event, Health Fair: 

i. In these assignments, students are required to: 

1. Class Projects and Case Studies (Written): 

• Students will analyze in-class project guidelines to extract 

and apply relevant information, evaluating the reliability 

and relevance of written sources. They will create projects 

such as voice-overs, videos, brochures, posters, and letters 

targeting specific audiences. They will apply written 

communication strategies to simulate real-world scenarios, 

including persuasive projects such as addressing vaccine 

hesitancy. All projects will use citations and evidence- 

based resources, focusing on Health Literacy Universal 

Precautions Practices. Students will engage in peer reviews 

and reflect on what they have learned and want to know 

more about. 

2. Clinical Project (Written and Oral): 

• (Written) 



 

• In clinical, students will write a critical analysis paper using 

research and evidence-based practice guidelines to assess 

and apply relevant information, determining its reliability 

and relevance. They will create a professional tool, such as 

a brochure, pamphlet, flyer, or PowerPoint, to support their 

teaching. The analysis paper will document a population 

assessment, identify a fixable problem, set goals, develop a 

teaching strategy, and evaluate its effectiveness. Students 

will tailor their written communication to suit the purpose 

and audience, adhering to academic writing standards with 

proper citations and formatting. 

• (Oral) 

i. In clinical, students will orally analyze their 

assigned unit’s population, summarize key findings, 

identify a fixable problem, and propose a wellness 

diagnosis and a teaching plan, including specific 

short- and long-term goals and an evaluation. They 

will develop oral communication skills by 

delivering their teaching to a targeted audience 

(inmates, patients, nurses, administration, etc.) and 

tailor their message to the audience’s needs, 

focusing on the Growth and Development Theory 

or the Domains of Learning. 

3. Windshield Survey (Written and Oral): 

• Written 

i. Students will interpret written communication 

through observation documentation, collecting data 

on various aspects of an assigned zip code and its 

vulnerable population to assess its relevance to 

community health. They will analyze their findings 

and develop a virtual poster highlighting a specific 

problem, using primary, secondary, and tertiary 

prevention strategies, with visuals and charts in a 

professional format. The poster will be tailored to 

an academic audience, written formally, and 

designed to meet professional presentation 

standards. 

• Oral 

i. Groups will engage in discussions to share and 

compare findings, interpreting possible verbal and 

non-verbal responses from local residents, 

resources, and each other. They will develop oral 



 

communication skills by presenting their findings to 

the cohort with a virtual poster, ensuring each 

member contributes clearly and effectively. The 

presentation will be tailored to an academic 

audience, using respectful, non-judgmental 

language in a formal setting. 

4. IPE Event (Oral): 

• Groups will engage in active listening during team 

discussions, interpreting input, perspectives, and expertise 

from other disciplines while observing non-verbal 

communication to enhance collaboration. They will 

develop oral communication skills by proposing precise 

interventions, articulating discipline-specific contributions, 

and creating a coherent team plan. Professional language 

and healthcare terminology will be used to explain roles 

and responsibilities, ensuring clarity on each discipline’s 

contribution to patient care. Students will collaborate in 

problem-solving, resolving conflicts, and integrating 

diverse perspectives while practicing inclusive and 

respectful communication and reflecting on areas for 

improvement. 

5. Health Fair (Oral): 

• Students will assess the demographics of fair attendees and 

tailor their communication to suit each group’s health 

literacy level, ensuring responses are clear and relevant. 

They will develop talking points on health topics such as 

BP, foot, and BMI screenings and apply oral 

communication strategies by educating clients at their 

assigned stations and adjusting tone and style to suit 

different purposes, such as educating or persuading clients 

to participate. Students will also be respectful of cultural 

differences, using inclusive and respectful language 

throughout their interactions. 

2. Confidence: Students will articulate gains in self-confidence by identifying, evaluating, 

and building on their talents, abilities, strengths, and skills. 

a. Assessment Through Class Projects and Case Studies, Clinical Projects, 

Windshield Survey, IPE event, Health Fair: 

i. In these assignments, students are required to: 

1. Class Projects and Case Studies: 

• Students will build confidence by identifying and 

leveraging their talents and strengths through role 



 

assignments that allow them to excel while exploring areas for growth. Skill-building 

opportunities, such as simulated scenarios, help students practice and refine their abilities in a 

controlled environment, translating theoretical knowledge into practical application. Reflective 

practices during and after projects enable students to recognize progress, acknowledge 

achievements, and identify areas for improvement. Additionally, engaging in complex 

community-based nursing projects enhances critical thinking and decision-making skills, 

preparing them for success in clinical practicums. 

2. Clinical Project: 

• Students will build confidence by assessing their current 

skill sets and strengths in new clinical environments and 

identifying areas of confidence and growth. Regular 

debriefings with clinical instructors and preceptors allow 

for reflection on challenges overcome and successes 

achieved within the clinical practicum. Hands-on patient 

care and supervised initiatives in clinical settings help 

students refine skills and gain trust in their judgment. 

Collaboration with interdisciplinary teams highlights their 

contributions, fostering a sense of value and competence. 

3. Windshield Survey: 

• Students will participate in a windshield survey that helps 

them build confidence by using observational skills to 

assess community environments, demographics, and 

dynamics, identifying their strengths in noticing and 

interpreting details. Analyzing trends, resources, and 

healthcare gaps enables students to apply theoretical 

knowledge in real-world settings while enhancing their 

understanding of cultural, social, and economic health 

influences. Collaborative teamwork fosters interpersonal 

and communication skills, boosting confidence in group 

work and community interactions. Completing the survey 

and seeing its contribution to meaningful health 

assessments strengthens students' trust in their ability to 

assess, analyze, and impact community health effectively. 

4. IPE Event: 

• Participating in an IPE event allows students to represent 

nursing, showcasing their unique knowledge, problem- 

solving abilities, and critical thinking while identifying 

areas of strength. Collaboration with other disciplines, 

combined with feedback on communication, teamwork, and 



 

clinical reasoning, helps students evaluate their methods and appreciate their value within the 

team. Working on case studies and taking on leadership roles reinforces their confidence in 

decision-making and meaningful contributions. Completing the IPE event reassures students of 

their readiness to collaborate effectively in real-world healthcare teams. 

5. Health Fair: 

• Through specific roles, students identify strengths in 

communication, clinical assessment, and education while 

using their knowledge to educate and guide community 

members, simplifying complex information effectively. 

Engaging with diverse clients allows students to evaluate 

their communication skills, address health concerns, and 

build confidence in interpersonal interactions. By providing 

health education, performing screenings, and guiding 

clients to local resources, students refine their technical 

skills and gain confidence in translating theoretical 

knowledge into practical advice and connecting clients with 

appropriate services. 

3. Critical Thinking: Students will analyze information from multiple relevant sources that 

reflect contrasting viewpoints and will articulate a well-reasoned conclusion or position. 

a. Assessment Through Class Projects and Case Studies, Clinical Project, 

Windshield Survey, IPE Event: 

i. In these assignments, students are required to: 

1. Class Projects and Case Studies: 

• Students are presented with complex patient scenarios or 

health issues, and they must assess various sources of 

information (e.g., clinical research, patient history, and best 

practices). The contrasting viewpoints may come from 

ethical dilemmas or varying treatment approaches. Students 

would need to critically evaluate these perspectives to 

arrive at a reasoned, evidence-based conclusion for patient 

care. Students are required to critically assess all available 

information, weigh risks and benefits, and decide on the 

best course of action while justifying their reasoning. 

2. Clinical Project: 

• In clinical and for the clinical project, students will be 

tasked with reviewing clinical research, guidelines, and 

best practices related to a specific issue pertaining to their 

assigned clinical patient population. Sources may present 

conflicting findings on treatment effectiveness, patient 



 

outcomes, or nursing interventions. By critically analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of the 

research, students can develop an evidence-based conclusion or recommendation for practice 

supported by the best available evidence. 

Students will engage with the interdisciplinary team, where each member has different 

perspectives based on professional expertise. Then, the students will critically evaluate and 

synthesize the information to assess the validity of each perspective. Students will create a 

comprehensive, collaborative teaching based on the combined research and perspectives. 

3. Windshield Survey: 

• Students will gather data through direct observation of the 

community, and many observations may present 

contrasting viewpoints based on the location. Students will 

also collect data about the community, such as public 

health statistics, census data, or local government reports, 

and these sources may provide differing views on the 

health needs or demographic challenges within the zip 

code. If students interview local residents to gain insights 

into community health concerns, the perspectives may 

differ based on personal experiences, and students must 

weigh their qualitative data with their observations and 

quantitative data. Students need to critically evaluate 

whether community resources are adequately addressing 

the observed health needs and where improvements can be 

made. Based on their observations and analysis, groups can 

form a well-reasoned conclusion about the health status of 

the community and articulate recommendations for 

interventions/improvements supported by the data they 

gathered. 

4. IPE Event: 

• Students will collaborate on an assigned case study that 

requires input from various disciplines, examining 

information from their perspective while considering 

insights from others. Through structured, facilitated 

discussions, they will articulate their viewpoints, 

respectfully question others, and navigate conflicting 

priorities to develop a unified plan of care. This process 

challenges students to critically evaluate all perspectives 

and justify their collective decisions. 



 

4. Entrepreneurship: Students will demonstrate their ability to identify opportunities to 

cultivate ideas and motivation to develop products, organize services, and/or manage 

firms or industries. 

a. Assessment through Class Projects, Clinical Project, IPE Event: 

i. In these assignments, students are required to: 

1. Class Projects: 

• Students will create educational tools (brochures, videos, 

posters, letters) that address a specific health need. They 

identify the problem and think creatively about how to 

approach the issue. 

2. Clinical Project: 

• Students will apply innovative thinking and problem- 

solving in real-world situations and develop a teaching. 

Students will observe and assess their assigned unit and 

identify unmet needs or areas where the quality of care 

needs improvement. They will analyze their patient 

population to determine what education or prevention is 

needed and then develop a creative solution. 

3. IPE Event: 

• Students will integrate entrepreneurship by fostering 

collaboration among students from other healthcare 

disciplines to collectively identify, develop, and implement 

innovative solutions that address healthcare challenges seen 

within the case study. By discussing and analyzing various 

aspects of a healthcare issue, students can collectively 

identify opportunities for innovation. Students will 

appreciate and leverage the strengths of each discipline and 

understand how to integrate each discipline’s various skills 

to build a successful and efficient healthcare model. 

Students will focus on developing strategies to ensure that 

their initiatives can be sustained over time. They want to 

focus on long-term goals rather than short-term goals. 

5. Global Awareness: Students will analyze and evaluate global interconnected systems to 

determine how those systems affect personal and/or community outcomes. 

a. Assessment through Class Projects: 

i. In these assignments, students are required to: 

1. Class Projects: 

• Students will examine and analyze global health trends, 

chronic conditions, and health inequities and gain insight 

into the interconnectedness of global health systems. 

Students will be tasked with researching a global health 

crisis and analyzing the local and global response. Students 



 

will study how global factors such as poverty, education, and sanitation impact health outcomes 

in different communities. Students will also study environmental factors and how global 

environmental changes are affecting public health worldwide, particularly in vulnerable 

populations. Students will explore innovations in global health, such as telemedicine or low-cost 

diagnostic tools. 

Students will learn to provide culturally competent care by understanding the cultural, social, and 

economic factors that affect healthcare. 

6. Leadership: Students will demonstrate their ability to act ethically and responsibly for 

the benefit of society by articulating an awareness of social problems: exercising ethical 

leadership practices; engaging in civic, political or community activities; and/or 

advocating for social justice. 

a. Assessment Through Class Projects and Case Studies, Clinical Projects, 

Windshield Survey, IPE event, Health Fair: 

i. In these assignments, students are required to: 

1. Class Projects and Case Studies: 

• Students will integrate leadership through case studies and 

discussions focusing on real-world social issues (e.g., 

health disparities, ethical dilemmas, substance abuse) to 

help identify and articulate awareness of these problems. 

2. Clinical Project: 

• Students will assess the population of their assigned clinical 

unit to identify gaps in care or safety and create a 

population-centered quality improvement teaching, 

reflecting on the cultural and social contexts of those they 

serve. They will also analyze ethical dilemmas in their 

clinical settings, connecting them to the ANA Code of 

Ethics. Collaborating with other healthcare disciplines, 

students will design and implement solutions to these 

issues, demonstrating leadership in a team setting. 

3. Windshield Survey: 

• Students will assess social determinants of health within 

their assigned community, observing factors such as 

housing, healthcare access, transportation, and food 

availability while identifying issues affecting vulnerable 

populations. They will analyze cultural, demographic, and 

socioeconomic diversity to understand the unique 

challenges within their assigned zip code and synthesize 

their findings into a virtual poster highlighting their chosen 

issue and prevention strategies. To maintain ethical 



 

behavior, students will conduct their survey respectfully and propose connections to existing 

resources, demonstrating ethical leadership by addressing problems and offering solutions. 

4. IPE Event: 

• Students will engage in case-based learning focused on 

real-world scenarios involving vulnerable populations, 

collaborating with other healthcare disciplines to explore 

social determinants of health and their impact on patient 

outcomes. Guided discussions will address systemic 

factors, ethical dilemmas, and balancing clinical priorities 

with social responsibilities. Groups will develop equitable, 

patient-centered care plans that promote social justice, 

advocate for underserved populations, and propose 

sustainable interventions, reflecting leadership in ethical 

and inclusive care. 

5. Health Fair: 

• Students will address social problems and health disparities 

by ensuring health-fair activities are culturally and 

linguistically appropriate while interacting respectfully and 

maintaining ethical standards. They will adapt to challenges 

by demonstrating ethical leadership, such as assisting 

underserved clients with urgent needs that require referral. 

Through collaboration with local organizations, students 

will amplify the event's impact, educate clients on systemic 

health issues, and empower clients to advocate for their 

health rights. 

7. Problem-Solving: Students will demonstrate their ability to identify a conflict or issue, 

analyze possible responses, and develop a plan to apply the most viable solutions. 

a. Assessment Through Class Projects and Case Studies, Clinical Project, 

Windshield Survey, IPE event, Health Fair: 

i. In these assignments, students are required to: 

1. Class Projects and Case Studies: 

• Students will analyze realistic case studies featuring 

challenges, ethical dilemmas, or patient care conflicts and 

participate in facilitated group discussions to identify and 

articulate key issues. They will explore and propose 

potential interventions or responses through collaborative 

brainstorming during group projects. 

2. Clinical Project: 

• During clinical rotations, students will work with their 

preceptor to identify and prioritize challenges, gathering 



 

information through research, hospital records, and existing policies and protocols to understand 

the scope of the problem. They will use evidence-based guidelines to evaluate feasible 

interventions with the preceptor and healthcare team to create a teaching that prioritizes quality 

care and/or patient safety. Students will gather feedback from their clinical instructor and 

preceptor to refine their teaching and the proposed interventions. 

3. Windshield Survey: 

• Students will gather information about their assigned zip 

code through observations, data collection, and community 

input to identify a key health or social issue. After 

pinpointing the problem, they will analyze root causes and 

research effective primary, secondary, and tertiary 

interventions to develop a solution. 

4. IPE Event: 

• Students will collaborate with other healthcare disciplines 

to identify problems in a case scenario, leveraging each 

profession’s perspective to pinpoint root causes. The group 

will propose strategies for effective communication to 

ensure coordinated care. Groups will design an 

interdisciplinary care plan, outlining each discipline’s contributions and incorporating community 

support and resources. 

5. Health Fair: 

• Students will collaborate with health professionals, 

community partners, and local organizations to design 

interactive stations addressing key health concerns such as 

blood pressure, foot health, and BMI screenings. They will 

incorporate culturally appropriate activities to enhance 

participation and understanding while providing follow-up 

resources and referrals. Students will collect surveys and 

feedback to evaluate the health fair's success and identify 

areas for improvement. 

8. Social Responsibility: Students will demonstrate knowledge of ethical decision-making 

and commitment towards social equity and cross-cultural diversity. 

a. Assessment Through Class Projects and Case Studies, Clinical Project, 

Windshield Survey, IPE event, Health Fair: 

i. In these assignments, students are required to: 

1. Class Projects and Case Studies: 

• Students will engage in case studies and group discussions 

that address real-world ethical dilemmas, practicing ethical 



 

decision-making while considering diverse patient backgrounds. Class projects will focus on 

community health issues, requiring students to design interventions for underserved populations, 

emphasizing equity and social justice in healthcare. Through collaborative work, students will 

appreciate diverse perspectives and problem-solving approaches rooted in varying cultural 

contexts, reflecting the teamwork essential in real-world nursing. 

2. Clinical Project: 

• Students will develop a teaching that addresses the unique 

needs of a population from diverse backgrounds, 

considering cultural practices, socioeconomic factors, and 

health disparities while advocating for vulnerable 

populations. During clinical rotations, students will 

navigate ethical dilemmas with guidance from preceptors 

using the ANA Code of Ethics. Students will collaborate 

with other healthcare professionals to address the 

population’s holistic needs, demonstrating social 

responsibility, and will practice cultural humility and 

effective communication with those from diverse 

backgrounds. They will also reflect on their own implicit 

bias in healthcare and work to develop inclusive care 

approaches. 

3. Windshield Survey: 

• Students will assess conditions in their assigned zip code, 

identifying health disparities and inequities affecting 

vulnerable populations. They will analyze how 

environmental and social factors impact community health 

and reflect on their ethical responsibility to advocate for 

improved conditions and equitable access to resources. By 

observing cultural markers, students will understand how 

cultural influences health beliefs and access to care. Based 

on these observations, students will propose primary, 

secondary, and tertiary interventions sensitive to the 

community’s needs, promoting equity and inclusivity while 

reflecting on their biases to develop cultural humility and 

empathy. 

4. IPE Event: 

• Students will collaborate in groups on a patient case study 

to resolve ethical dilemmas, emphasizing the importance of 

diverse perspectives in making patient-centered decisions. 

They will identify and address social determinants of 

health, advocating for equitable solutions and prioritizing 



 

underserved populations. In interprofessional teams, students will consider cultural nuances in 

patient care to provide inclusive care while identifying systemic issues and proposing equity- 

driven solutions. Additionally, students will reflect on how their values, biases, and professional 

roles intersect with their responsibilities to diverse communities. 

5. Health Fair: 

• Students will contribute to free BP, foot, and BMI 

screenings to underserved populations, promoting 

healthcare equity. They will interact with individuals from 

diverse cultural, ethnic, and linguistic backgrounds, 

tailoring health education and interventions to be culturally 

sensitive. Students will exercise ethical decision-making by 

respecting autonomy, confidentiality, and cultural 

preferences while providing evidence-based care. Through 

interprofessional collaboration with local organizations, 

they will address social determinants of health and 

advocate for community well-being. Students will engage 

empathetically with community members to build trust and 

reflect on how their biases impact their interactions with 

diverse populations. 

9. Teamwork: Students will collaborate effectively with individuals and groups to 

accomplish a common goal while demonstrating respect and value for a diversity of 

perspectives. 

a. Assessment Through Class Projects and Case Studies, Clinical Project, 

Windshield Survey, IPE event, Health Fair: 

i. In these assignments, students are required to: 

1. Class Projects and Case Studies: 

• Students will work in groups on projects, sharing 

responsibilities, communicating effectively, and supporting 

one another to meet deadlines. They will collaborate with 

peers from diverse backgrounds, fostering appreciation for 

varied perspectives and problem-solving approaches, 

reflecting real-world nursing teams. Groups will make joint 

decisions, navigate differing opinions, and build consensus, 

ensuring everyone contributes and feels valued. Through 

active listening and mutual respect, they will analyze and 

develop culturally sensitive projects. Students will learn to 

resolve conflicts constructively, celebrate individual and 

team achievements, and develop respect for each other's 

strengths to achieve common goals. 



 

2. Clinical Project: 

• Students will collaborate with various healthcare 

disciplines, valuing their expertise to create an effective 

teaching for optimal population outcomes. They will 

engage with patients, families, and team members from 

diverse cultural and professional backgrounds, learning to 

incorporate different perspectives in patient care. Clear, 

professional communication will be emphasized, and 

students will take on various roles within the healthcare 

team to develop flexibility and leadership skills, fostering 

inclusivity and respect while guiding the team toward 

common goals. 

3. Windshield Survey: 

• Students will work in groups to conduct community 

observations, dividing tasks and roles to ensure 

comprehensive data collection. Each group member will 

contribute their unique strengths, enriching the analysis 

with diverse perspectives. After collecting data, the group 

will collaborate to identify patterns and draw conclusions 

about the community’s needs. They will then work together 

to propose culturally appropriate interventions at primary, 

secondary, and tertiary levels, ensuring recommendations 

are feasible and address the identified needs. 

4. IPE Event: 

• Students will collaborate with various healthcare 

disciplines, appreciating the unique insights each brings to 

patient care and fostering mutual respect for different roles. 

Working together on the assigned patient case, groups will 

make collective decisions through open communication and 

active listening, integrating diverse perspectives. Students 

will value viewpoints from peers with different academic 

and cultural backgrounds and resolve conflicts 

constructively. They will take turns leading discussions and 

develop leadership skills while ensuring equal 

participation. By prioritizing patient needs, groups will 

create a comprehensive, culturally sensitive care plan, 

reflect on their teamwork, and discuss their learning from 

the experience. 

5. Health Fair: 

• Students will demonstrate respect for each team member's 

role and ensure everyone's contributions are valued. They 

will adapt their communication styles to meet the 

community's and clients' needs, ensuring inclusivity and 



 

respect. Effective teamwork will involve consistent communication 

to coordinate tasks and manage client flow. Students will collaborate 

to address cultural diversity, ensuring health education respects 

various traditions, beliefs, and practices. Students will enhance their 

knowledge and skills through mutual learning, fostering respect and 

strengthening the team dynamic. 



 

Sign the statement below and upload it to BlackBoard under Syllabus Acknowledgement by May 

23, 2025. 

 

 

I have read the course syllabus for Nursing 4511 – Population Focused Care and understand my 

obligations to adhere to the policies described. 
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