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Syllabus | DSS 5321: Transnational Threats  
 

                           Instructor | Dr. Charles Larratt-Smith    
Email | clarrattsmith@utep.edu 

Technical Support | UTEP Helpdesk at (915)747-5257 or helpdesk@utep.edu  
Course Dates | January 21st, 2025 – March 10th, 2025  

Classes | Fully Online 

*** Please Note! This Syllabus is subject to change – please let me know if you spot any 
errors *** 

Instructor & Course Introduction 
 
Hello all, and welcome to DSS 5302 ‘Transnational Threats’. This course aims to introduce you to 
both the broad academic field of Security Studies, and how it can help us understand many of the 
preeminent threats to U.S. national security posed by disparate threats that are transnational in 
character. I hope this will help you see security in a whole new way, or even lots of ways. I have often 
framed this course around the evolution of how we study security. This perspective takes us away from 
the ‘traditional’ state-centric focus on security subjects such as national defense, grand strategy, and 
war towards ‘new’ transnational security threats like drug trafficking, human trafficking, ecocide, 
terrorism and violent extremism, CBRNE proliferation, the growth of private mercenary forces, and 
disinformation.   
 
About me. I am originally from Toronto. In 2007, I obtained my BA in Puerto Rican and Latino 
Studies from Brooklyn College (CUNY), and later my MA in International Relations from the City 
College of New York (CUNY) in 2010. Subsequently, I embarked upon my PhD in Political Science 
(Comparative Politics and International Relations) at the University of Toronto which I completed in 
2020. My doctoral research examined the subnational variation in counterinsurgency outcomes in 
Colombia between 1997 and 2012, and broadly speaking, my research interests include armed conflict, 
violence, armed non-state actors, organized crime, and transnational migration. I have lived and 
worked in Canada, the United States, South Korea, Venezuela, Colombia, and Mexico. Although I 
have previously taught university level courses at a wide array of academic institutions, this is my 
second year working and teaching at the Department of Criminal Justice and Security Studies at UTEP 
and I am looking forward to interacting and sharing my research and experiences with you all over the 
coming semester.   
 
In this Syllabus you’ll get an overview of what to expect, and some key dates. It is meant to be an 
introductory guide to the course, giving you the key information necessary prior to its commencement. 
It is a bit long, but hopefully answers to a lot of questions will be here. You should pair it with a 
thorough check of our Blackboard shell, which contains a clear breakdown of each Module, its 
required readings, core questions, and work due. Welcome – and good luck! 
 

Contacting Me 
  

• You can email me directly. I will always try and respond to you within 48 hours, although more 
often than not I will respond sooner than this. Please note that I do not check the 
messages sent through Blackboard with the same frequency so it is always best to 

mailto:clarrattsmith@utep.edu
mailto:helpdesk@utep.edu
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email me directly through Microsoft Outlook using your institutional email so to 
ensure it arrives in my inbox. 

• We can also set up Zoom, Teams, or Blackboard Collaborate sessions to meet virtually. Please 
email me to arrange an online meeting at a mutually convenient time. 

 
Information in the Syllabus 

  
This Syllabus document gives a core overview of the course, including a clear breakdown of each 
Module; its required readings, core questions, and work due.  
 

Online Classroom 
 
We will use Blackboard as our online classroom., I’ll post all the necessary course materials and module 
materials on here. 
 

• There are modules for each week, with lecture videos, readings, and other materials posted. 
• All of your weekly assignments will be uploaded to Blackboard, as you will also upload all of 

your assignments here. 
 

Course Description 

 
The course reviews theories exploring the rise and underlying causes of transnational security threats 
and how these relate to an increasingly interconnected global environment. Drawing on a wide range 
of disciplines and perspectives, including political science, sociology, anthropology, history, and 
economics, this course offers a detailed exploration of transnational security threats and how they 
gravely impact not only U.S. national security, but also the stability of the current global order. Case 
studies and real-world examples are used to help students apply the conceptual tools they acquire to 
prominent conflicts. The class largely develops thematically, exposing students to a range of canonical 
literature and contemporary research from a variety of social science backgrounds, with a strong 
emphasis given to Political Science. The students are expected to understand the general theoretical 
debates between scholars that are included in this syllabus, and then apply it to particular cases 
throughout the world.  
 

Learning Objectives 
 
The main aim of the course is to structure and broaden students’ understanding of historical and 
contemporary strategic issues and academic debates, and to give them the critical and analytical tools 
to do so. Through our work together, and most importantly your own independent research, thinking, 
and analysis, you will be expected to have a strong understanding of the key ground we will cover. On 
completion of the course, students will be able to demonstrate:  

• A comprehensive definition of what constitutes a transnational security threat and how these 
have gained importance in the current global ontology 

• Knowledge of the root causes underscoring these threats  
• Understanding of the key debates in this literature  
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• Ability to identify, analyze, and evaluate different political, economic, and social dynamics 
related to drug trafficking, human trafficking, ecocide, terrorism and violent extremism, 
CBRNE proliferation, the growth of private mercenary forces, and disinformation.   

Course Module Breakdown 
 
Here is a simple breakdown of the weekly module topics on the course.  
 

Week Module Class Start 

1 Globalization and The Rise in Transnational Security Threats 01/21 

2 CBRNE Proliferation 01/27 

3 The Persistence of Terrorism and Extremism in the 21st Century 02/03 

4 Guns, Drugs, and Humans: Transnational Organized Crime 02/10 

5 Ecocide and Environmental Crimes 02/17 

6 The Mercenary Economy 02/24 

7 Disinformation and Its Effects 03/03 

 
Task Breakdown, Due Dates, and Overall Grading 

 
Tasks within the course are below. 

 

The overall achieved grades will be given numerically in percentages on the UTEP grading scale: 

59 ⬇️ (F) | 60-69 (D) | 70-79 [C] | 80-89 (B) | 90-100 (A) 

Course Expectations and Key Advice 
 
My expectations of you 
 
My expectations are straightforward - I expect you to try your best on this course, keep to deadlines - 
or keep me informed if you need some extra time - and complete the work required. This course relies 

Activity % of Overall Grade Due Date 

Student Introduction (x1) 5% 01/26 

Weekly Assignment (x4) 40% (10% each) 02/02; 02/16; 02/23; 
03/02 

Midterm Assignment (x1) 20% 02/09 

Policy Brief 35% 03/07 

TOTAL 100%  
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on the participation of all the people in the class to make it successful. The pace of these 7-module 
courses is frenetic and requires significant motivation and self-discipline. 
 
As this is a graduate course, the reading is quite extensive, and very important. This is the key thing I 
expect each week – for you to have completed some of the required reading. This reading, and some 
extra effort, is key to your graded assignments. Indeed, reading is the key to success. In my experience, 
there is almost always a correlation between those who demonstrate they have read carefully and 
widely during the course and those who obtain the highest marks. 
 
What you can expect of me 
 
You should expect flexibility from me and understanding of any situations that might impact your 
work. You should always feel comfortable approaching me for help, guidance, and advice. If you do 
need something, let me know. I will endeavor to respond to any email queries within 48 hours, but 
will normally respond quicker. Additionally, I encourage you to contact me about your assignment 
topics early on. I will also be understanding of personal circumstances affecting work and deadlines if 
these are communicated beforehand. I am committed to providing assessment feedback and grades 
within one week of the due date. In the event of any delay, I will let you know as soon as possible, 
and in certain cases deadlines for you will be adjusted accordingly. 
 
Expectations of each other 
 
If there is anything you are unsure of, please let me know. If you require content-related help and 
support, please reach out and try to be courteous in all online communication. If you are confused 
about something, you can of course contact me directly anytime. I will aim to help with content, and 
with any situations that are affecting or likely to affect your work. I am always available in some shape 
or form.  
 

Late Policies 
 

As this course lasts only seven weeks, it is essential to be organized and manage your time 
wisely. However, if, because of work, illness or family emergency, you find yourself struggling to keep 
up with what is expected, please email me as soon as possible. I know that on occasion life does of 
course intrude on other plans. As I mentioned above, I am aware that you have existing commitments 
and responsibilities. I will be flexible if you communicate with me before key deadlines.  
 
If you require an extension on course work because of extenuating work, health or family reasons, 
email me at least 12 hours before the relevant assignment deadline. Briefly explain your situation and 
request an extension of a specific length (e.g. 1-2 days). I will reply as soon as possible. Depending on 
the case, you may need to submit supporting documentation such as a doctor's note. 

In cases where an extension has not been arranged and no contact has been made between me and 
the student, work submitted late will be subject to a penalty of 5% per day.  

Assignments will not be accepted after they are five days late and there has been no communication 
between us; they will be given a grade of 0. 

Again, I will work with you on these issues. I know how busy you all are in the MDSS program, often 
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with full time work commitments and everything else life throws at us. All I ask is that you make sure 
you let me know what is going on, and I will do my best to accommodate you. 

Academic Integrity 
 
As a UTEP student, you are expected to demonstrate academic integrity. You must properly identify 
and provide references for all material that you quote or paraphrase. 
 
Cheating, plagiarism and collusion are all violations of the UTEP Handbook of Operating 
Procedures. Again, for more on this see the relevant section of the Curriculum and Classroom 
Policies. Any act of academic dishonesty attempted by a UTEP student is unacceptable and will be 
referred to the Dean of Students Office for disciplinary action. 

NOTE: Large tracts of texts copied verbatim, even if you have a reference for them, can be considered 
technical plagiarism, especially if they are not indicated with quotations. It definitely will not gain good 
grades as you won’t show your own work. Repeating your own work is a form of self-plagiarism. In 
both cases, action can be taken accordingly.  

We will cover this again in class. However, if you have any questions or concerns about this please do 
let me know. If in doubt, it is always best to check first. 

Evaluations 
 
We will have an official evaluation near the completion of the course through UTEP. The university 
greatly appreciates your input and opinion on courses. From a personal perspective, I take your 
feedback seriously and will always try to incorporate it into the course where appropriate. We therefore 
greatly appreciate you taking the time to complete these evaluations. 
 

The Online Learning Community 
 
Learning relies on the participation of all the people in the class to make it successful. You should 
actively engage in the course and be courteous and thoughtful at all times. Before you begin the course, 
take a few minutes to review the core rules of online communication. The key thing - be as 
respectful online as you would offline. Disagreement is healthy and natural, insults are not. Read each 
other’s posts carefully, respond with mutual respect, and remember that we’re a community learning 
together. 
 

Other Important / Helpful Information 
 
UTEP Course Drop Policy  
 
If unforeseen circumstances happen where a drop is necessary, students are responsible for initiating 
any course drop. It is the student’s responsibility to determine how dropping courses may affect 
financial aid. Students are limited to dropping no more than 6 courses over their entire academic career 
of all courses taken at any public college or University in Texas. You should contact me as your advisor 
about this. 
 
a) Students who drop a course before the “official census date,” the course will not appear on the transcript, 
and doesn’t count toward the 6-course drop limit.  

http://admin.utep.edu/Default.aspx?alias=admin.utep.edu/hoop
http://admin.utep.edu/Default.aspx?alias=admin.utep.edu/hoop
http://catalog.utep.edu/grad/academic-regulations/curriculum-and-classroom-policies/
http://catalog.utep.edu/grad/academic-regulations/curriculum-and-classroom-policies/
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
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b) Dropping a course after the official census date, but before the “course drop date” will generate a “W” in the 
course—although the drop shows on your transcript, a “W” does not lower your GPA. However, a 
“W” counts against your 6 drop limit.  
c) If the course is dropped after the “course drop date” or if the student just stops participating, taking 
tests, etc., UTEP requires the instructor to issue an “F” in the course that permanently remains on the 
transcript.  
d) UTEP also allows instructors to administratively drop any student because of too many times the 
student fails to submit assignments, discussion questions, or because of disciplinary reasons. In this 
case, the student will be notified of the course drop through their UTEP student email account. A 
“W” or an “F” will be issued. A “W’ for these reasons counts against the 6-drop limit.  
 
Disability Statement 
 
Individuals with disabilities have the right to equal access and opportunity. If you have a condition 
that may affect your ability to perform successfully in this course, it is your responsibility to 
contact The Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at (915)747-5148 (voice or 
TTY) or cass@utep.edu. CASS has a new portal for students and instructors that makes the whole 
system electronic – there’s information in the link above. You are also encouraged to discuss this in 
confidence with me, preferably before classes begin. 
 
Copyright & Fair Use 
 
Much of the material that is posted within this course is protected by copyright law. These materials 
are only for the use of students enrolled in this course and only for the purpose of this course. They 
may not be further retained or disseminated. 
 
AI Guidance  
 
Use of AI technologies or automated tools, particularly generative AI such as ChatGPT or DALL-E, 
is not allowed for assignments in this class. Each student is expected to use critical and creative 
thinking skills to complete tasks and not rely on computer-generated ideas. Any direct use of AI-
generated materials submitted as your own work will be treated as plagiarism and reported to the 
Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution (OSCCR). 

Readings 

Book chapters and journal articles are accessible electronically via the UTEP library web site, and 
many are available for free in PDF format online. Assigned readings that are not available through the 
library system will be shared by me prior to that week’s module. Students are expected to have done 
a minimum of one of the required readings for each week, to have mastered the key concepts. 

Full Course Overview 
 
 

Module 1 

Globalization and The Rise in Transnational Security Threats 

Dates & 
Deadlines 

Class 

http://sa.utep.edu/cass/
mailto:cass@utep.edu
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01/21 

Readings 

Required Readings 

Naim, Moises. “Five Wars of Globalization”, 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2009/11/03/five-wars-of-globalization/ 
 
Paris, Roland. 2001. “Human Security: Paradigm Shift or Hot Air?” 
International Security 26(2): 87-102. 
 
Recommended Readings 

Brysk, Alison. “Introduction: Transnational Threats and Opportunities,” 
Globalization and Human Rights, edited by Alison Brysk, Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 2002, pp. 1-16. 
https://doi.org/10.1525/9780520936287-003 

Handbook – ‘Feminist Security and Security Studies’ (Sjoberg); ‘Critical 
Security Studies’ (Hendershot and Mutimer); ‘Images and International 
Security (Hansen). 

Carpenter, Charli. 2012. “You Talk of Terrible Things So 
Matter--of--Factly in This Language of Science,” Perspectives on Politics 
10(2): 363-383. 
 

 
Student 
Introduction 
01/26 
11.59pm 
 

 

Module 2 

CBRNE Proliferation 

Class 

01/27 

Readings 

Required Readings 

Mauroni, Albert J. “Homeland Insecurity: Thinking about CBRN 
Terrorism” Monterey, California. Naval Postgraduate School Homeland 
Security Affairs (September 2010), v.6 no.3. chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://core.ac.uk/dow
nload/pdf/36718132.pdf 

Albright, D., & Hinderstein, C. (2005). “Unraveling the A. Q. Khan and 
future proliferation networks”. The Washington Quarterly, 28(2), 109–128. 
https://doi.org/10.1162/0163660053295176 

Recommended Readings 

Benolli, F., Guidotti, M., Bisogni, F. (2021). The CBRN Threat. 
Perspective of an Interagency Response. In: Jacobs, G., Suojanen, I., 
Horton, K., Bayerl, P. (eds) International Security Management. 
Advanced Sciences and Technologies for Security Applications. Springer, 

 
Weekly 
Assignment 
02/02  
11.59pm  
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Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-42523-4_29 
 
Tin D, Cheng L, Shin H, et al. A Descriptive Analysis of the Use of 
Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear Weapons by Violent 
Non-State Actors and the Modern-Day Environment of Threat. 
Prehospital and Disaster Medicine. 2023;38(3): 395-400. 
doi:10.1017/S1049023X23000481 

Wyn Q. Bowen (2006). “Deterrence and Asymmetry: Non-State Actors 
and Mass Casualty Terrorism” in Deterrence and the New Global Security 
Environment (London: Routledge).  

Module 3 

The Persistence of Terrorism and Extremism in the 21st Century 

Class 

02/03  

Readings 

Required Readings 

J. M. Berger (2017). “Extremist Construction of Identity: How Escalating 
Demands for Legitimacy Shape and Define In-Group and Out-Group 
Dynamics” International Centre for Counter-Terrorism – The Hague. 
‘Introduction and Overview’ 
 
Post, J.M., McGinnis, C. and Moody, K. (2014), “The Changing Face of 
Terrorism in the 21st Century: The Communications Revolution and the 
Virtual Community of Hatred”, Behav. Sci. Law, 32: 306-334. 
 
Recommended Readings 

Shadi Hamid and Rashid Dar ‘Islamism, Salafism, and Jihadism: A 
Primer’ Brookings (July 15th, 2016) 
 
Seth G. Jones et al ‘The Evolution of the Salafi-Jihadist Threat’ CSIS 
(November 20th, 2018) 
 
Jason Blessing and Elise Roberts ‘The Rhetoric of White Supremacist 
Terror: Assessing the Attribution of Threat’  

 

 
Weekly 
Assignment 
02/09  
11.59pm 
 

Module 4 

Guns, Drugs, and Migrants: Transnational Organized Crime 

Class 

02/10 

Readings 

Required Readings 

Phil Williams ‘Transnational Criminal Networks’ in Networks and Netwars: 

 
Midterm 
Assignment 
02/16 
11.59pm 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-42523-4_29
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2016/07/15/islamism-salafism-and-jihadism-a-primer/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2016/07/15/islamism-salafism-and-jihadism-a-primer/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/evolution-salafi-jihadist-threat
http://insct.syr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Blessing_Roberts_Berlin_Report-mwedit070618.pdf
http://insct.syr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Blessing_Roberts_Berlin_Report-mwedit070618.pdf
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monograph_reports/MR1382/MR1382.ch3.pdf
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The Future of Terror, Crime, and Militancy (RAND Corporation, 2001)  
 
James Bergeron ‘Transnational Organized Crime and International 
Security’ The RUSI Journal 158, 2 (2013): 6-

9.  

Recommended Readings  

Perez Esparza, D., Johnson, S.D. & Gill, P. “Why did Mexico become a 
violent country?” Security Journal 33, 179–209 (2020). 
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41284-019-00178-6 

Szablewska, N. (2022). Human Smuggling and Human Trafficking. In: 
Sayapin, S., Atadjanov, R., Kadam, U., Kemp, G., Zambrana-Tévar, N., 
Quénivet, N. (eds) International Conflict and Security Law. T.M.C. Asser 
Press, The Hague. 

Josiah Heyman, (2011) ‘Guns, Drugs, and Money: Tackling the Real 
Threats to Border Security’ Immigration Policy Center 

 

Module 5 

Ecocide and Environmental Crimes 

Class 
 
02/17  

Readings 

Required Readings 

Wyatt, Tanya. “The Russian Far East’s illegal timber trade: an organized 
crime?.” Crime, Law and Social Change 61 (2014): 15-35. 

Rendon, Moises. 2020. “Illegal Mining in Venezuela: Death and 
Devastation in the Amazonas and Orinoco Regions,” April 16. 
https://www.csis.org/analysis/illegal-mining-venezuela-death-and-
devastation-amazonas-and-orinoco-regions 

Recommended Readings 

Sousa, Ronaldo, et al. “The cost of war for biodiversity: a potential 
ecocide in Ukraine.” Frontiers in Ecology & the Environment 20.7 (2022). 

Mehta, S., & Merz, P. (2015). “Ecocide – a new crime against peace?” 
Environmental Law Review, 17(1), 3-7. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1461452914564730 

Joshua W. Busby. (2008). ‘Who Cares about the Weather? Climate 
Change and U.S. National Security’ Security Studies 17: 3 p. 468-504 

 
Weekly 
Assignment 
02/23  
11.59pm 
 
 

 

Module 6 Class 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03071847.2013.787728
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03071847.2013.787728
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/Heyman_-_Drugs_Guns_and_Money_091211.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/Heyman_-_Drugs_Guns_and_Money_091211.pdf
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The Mercenary Economy 02/24 

Readings 

Required Readings 

Ettinger, A. (2011). “Neoliberalism and the Rise of the Private Military 
Industry”, International Journal, 66(3), 743-764. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/002070201106600314 

Petersohn, Ulrich. “The impact of mercenaries and private military and 
security companies on civil war severity between 1946 and 2002.” 
International Interactions 40.2 (2014): 191-215. 
 
Recommended Readings 

Pokalova, Elena. “The Wagner group in Africa: Russia’s quasi-state agent 
of influence.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism (2023): 1-23. 

Ballard, K.M. (2007). The Privatization of Military Affairs: A Historical 
Look into the Evolution of the Private Military Industry. In: Jäger, T., 
Kümmel, G. (eds) Private Military and Security Companies. VS Verlag für 
Sozialwissenschaften. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-531-90313-2_3 

United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner. 2020. 
“Working group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human 
rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-
determination”, November 2. 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2021/02/working-group-use-
mercenaries-means-violating-human-rights-and-impeding-exercise 

 
Weekly 
Assignment 
03/02  
11.59pm 
 

Final Course 
Evaluation: 

Please complete 
the evaluation 
survey provided 
by UTEP! 

 

 

Module 7 

Disinformation and Its Effects 

Class 

03/03 

Readings 

Required Readings 

McKay, Spencer, and Chris Tenove. “Disinformation as a threat to 
deliberative democracy.” Political Research Quarterly 74, 3 (2021): 703-717. 
 
Gerrits, A. W. (2018). “Disinformation in International Relations: How 
Important Is It?”. Security and Human Rights, 29(1-4), 3-23. 
https://doi.org/10.1163/18750230-02901007 
 
Recommended Readings 

Lanoszka, Alexander. “Disinformation in international politics.” European 
Journal of International Security 4.2 (2019): 227-248. 

 
Policy 
Brief 
03/07  
11.59am 
 

 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-531-90313-2_3
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Robbins, Joseph. 2020. “Countering Russian Disinformation” chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.jstor.org/s
table/pdf/resrep26533.8.pdf?refreqid=excelsior:1da5c6af824a3979fee617
a4a97a9d64&ab_segments=&origin=&initiator=&acceptTC=1 

Moral, P. (2022). “The Challenge of Disinformation for National 
Security”. In: Cayón Peña, J. (eds) Security and Defence: Ethical and 
Legal Challenges in the Face of Current Conflicts. Advanced Sciences and 
Technologies for Security Applications. Springer, Cham. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-95939-5_8 

 
 
 


