RS3320: Introduction to Judaism (34022)
Cross-list: JS3300 (33705)

The University of Texas at El Paso
Summer I 2026
Online

Instructor: Chavah Schwartz
Email: cischwartz@utep.edu

Course Description:

What is the academic study of Judaism? Judaism is one of the world’s oldest monotheistic
religions and represents the religious practices, beliefs and customs of the Jewish people. However, this
description does not capture all of what Judaism has to offer as a topic of academic study. An academic
approach towards Judaism allows us to go beyond religion and examine other aspects of Judaism, such as
the legal codes, history, culture and philosophy of the Jewish people. This approach towards Judaism
allows us to understand more complex aspects of Judaism, like how the concept of race was used to
persecute Jews during the Holocaust and how the concept of nationhood influences modern Jewish
identity. By examining more complex aspects of Judaism, an academic approach allows us to better
understand modern Judaism and what Jewish studies has to offer as a field of academic study. The goal of
this course is to introduce students to the academic study of Judaism and to highlight the academic value
of this approach for studying Judaism.

Required Materials:

Nicholas de Lange & Miri Freud-Kandel, eds. Modern Judaism: An Oxford Guide (1*' edition). Oxford
University Press, 2005.

Grading:
Discussion Boards — 30%
Quizzes — 40%
Final Exam — 30%

Course Policies:

This is a reading-intensive college level course that focuses on the comprehension and analysis of
complex texts, and the amount of assigned work reflects this fact. /¢ is up to each student to maintain their
responsibilities for this course. This course is asynchronous and means students will have the opportunity
to move through the material at their own pace but also means that success in this course will require
added discipline from students to make sure they stay on track throughout the semester. In addition, this
course is only four weeks long and means that we will be moving through the material at an expedited
pace. Since our time together will go by quickly, it is important that students take the time to carefully
review all course policies and expectations detailed below to ensure this course offers an environment
where all students can be successful:



Online & Discussion Board Etiquette — Students are always expected to be courteous and respectful
towards one another. Any inappropriate or offensive behavior will not be tolerated. Should this
become an issue at any point in the semester, the offending student will not be allowed to participate
in discussion boards with others and will not merit credit for any missed. Any offenses that violate
university policy will be documented and reported to the appropriate authority. For more information,
see UTEP’s Student Code of Conduct: https://www.utep.edu/hoop/section-2/student-conduct-and-
discipline.html

Artificial Intelligence (Al) Policy — Students are responsible for submitting assignments that clearly
demonstrate original work. While the use of Al can be helpful for brainstorming ideas, all
assignments submitted should clearly demonstrate original reasoning and analysis by students. Any
Al generated content that is used in work must be directly acknowledged and appropriately cited. Any
uncited Al generated content that is submitted for credit will be treated as plagiarism and referred to
UTEP’s Office of Community Standards: https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/standards/

Late Work & Make-up Policy — Students are responsible for keeping up with all deadlines. Students
will have 48 hours to submit late for half-credit after a scheduled deadline. Once this timeframe for
late submission has passed, additional or retroactive arrangements for credit are no longer possible.
Failure to submit assignments will negatively impact the final grade for the course.

Extra Credit — Students are responsible for their overall success in this course. Please understand
there is no obligation to provide extra credit opportunities and additional arrangements beyond what
is detailed here will not be possible. Students will have one opportunity for extra credit towards the
final exam. More information about these assignments will be provided on Blackboard.

Course Drop — Students are responsible for initiating and completing any course drops. Faculty drops
for this course will not be offered. For more information: https://www.utep.edu/student-
affairs/registrar/students/registration.html

Course Repeat — A course may only be repeated if the instructor/course content varies. Students who
have been previously exposed to the content of this course and have either received a letter grade,
audited, or withdrawn may not repeat this course for credit.

Email — In accordance with UTEP’s email policy, all class-related communication should be handled
exclusively through our “@utep.edu” email accounts. Emails sent from other accounts will not be opened
or viewed. Make sure to include a name and any relevant course information in emails. Please allow at
least a 24-hour window for response. For more information: https://www.utep.edu/information-
resources/iso/policies/

Academic Misconduct/Plagiarism — “In engaging in the educational process, students are expected to
uphold the values of intellectual honesty and transparency in their scholarship and research. Academic
Misconduct is prohibited and subject to discipline. Academic Misconduct refers to any action or omission
by a student that misrepresents (or attempts to misrepresent) a student’s or group’s work, knowledge, or
achievement; provides a potential or actual unfair advantage; or otherwise compromises the integrity
essential to scholarship or research. Academic Misconduct includes (without limitation) cheating,
plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or
in part to another person without giving sufficient credit, taking an examination for another person, or any



act designed to give unfair academic advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” Any
violations of academic misconduct will be referred to the Office of Community Standards and may result
in further sanctions, such as disciplinary probation, a failing grade, denial of degree, and suspension or
expulsion. For more information: https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/osccr/

Disability Accommodations — “The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations and
auxiliary services to students, staff, faculty, job applicants, applicants for admissions, and other
beneficiaries of University programs, services and activities with documented disabilities in order to
provide them with equal opportunities to participate in programs, services, and activities in compliance
with sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, the ADA of 1990, and the
ADAAA of 2008. Reasonable accommodations will be made unless it is determined that doing so would
cause undue hardship on the University.” Please note that requests for accommodations can be submitted
at any point in the semester but are not retroactive and only take effect beginning on the date the
Notification Letter is received. For more information about The Center for Accommodations and
Supports Services (CASS) policies: https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/ada-policies/

Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) website: http://sa.utep.edu/cass/
Location: Union East Building, Room 106

Phone: (915) 747-5148

Email: cass@utep.edu

Blackboard — Blackboard will be used throughout this course for announcements, course materials,
grades, assignment submissions, etc. Make sure to plan appropriately and anticipate technological issues.
Do not hesitate to contact the Help Desk for assistance with any issues concerning access to the course.
They are available to assist in-person, over the phone, via email, live chat, or by submitting a service
request on their website.

UTEP Technology Support website: https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/
Location: 3™ floor of UTEP Library, Room 300

Phone: 915-747-HELP (4357)

Email: helpdesk@utep.edu

Modules — Modules will be provided on Blackboard to accompany the assigned readings and help
students work through the ideas beings studied throughout the semester. Each module will include
lecture slides, assignment submission links, and any other materials that accompany the lesson.
Again, this information is being provided to help guide students through the ideas presented in the
assigned readings. Students are ultimately responsible for keeping up with all assigned readings and
should not rely solely on the information provided in the modules to complete assignments. All
assignment submissions should clearly demonstrate original work. Any case of academic misconduct
or dishonesty will be documented and reported.

Course Assignments & Grading Scale:

Discussion Boards — Students will be responsible for participating in four discussion boards worth 7.5 %
each and will count for 30% of the final grade. This means each discussion board is worth 7.5 points and
a total of 30 points is possible. Each discussion board will detail the necessary requirements for full credit
and must be submitted by the scheduled deadline (page 5). The purpose of this assignment is to see that



students understand the information presented in the assigned readings and can substantially contribute to
an academic discussion about those ideas using the information from the assigned reading to support their
positions. Late submissions will only be eligible for half-credit and cannot be submitted once this
deadline for late submission has passed.

Quizzes — Students will be responsible for completing four quizzes worth 10% each and will count for
40% of the final grade. This means each quiz is worth 10 points and a total of 40 points is possible. Each
quiz will cover the assigned readings for each module and must be completed by the scheduled deadline
(page 5). The purpose of this assignment is to see that students are keeping up with the assigned readings
and can answer questions about the information and ideas presented in the readings. Late submissions will
only be eligible for half-credit and cannot be submitted once this deadline for late submission has passed.

Final Exam — Students will be responsible for completing a final exam due Monday, August 3rd, 2026,
that will count for 30% of the final grade. This means a total of 30 points is possible. The exam will be
comprehensive and consist of multiple-choice questions. More details about the exam will be provided in
the corresponding module. Late submissions will only be eligible for half-credit and cannot be submitted
once this deadline for late submission has passed.

Grading Scale — The final grade for the course will consist of the total credit earned for discussion boards
(30%), quizzes (40%), and final exam (30%):

A: 100-90%

B: 89-80%

C: 79-70%

D: 69-60%

F: 59% and below



