HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES TO 1865

HIST 1301 ¢ Fall 2025 ¢ 10303 ¢ Online

Brad Cartwright, Ph.D.* bjcartwright@utep.edu
LART 334, ext. 7051 ¢ Office Hours: TR 9:00 - 10:20, W 12:00 - 1:20, & by appt.

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES:

This course explores American history through 1865 through the multiple perspectives—Native American,
European, African, and Anglo American—that have shaped the nation's early history. In this way, you will be
introduced to the interpretive nature of historical study, learning that history is not a fixed series of facts, but
a dynamic discipline that continually evolves with new evidence and changing perspectives. By the end of this
course, you will be able to:

e Understand and apply the language and habits of mind that define the discipline of history.

e Analyze and interpret primary sources (evidence from the past) and secondary sources (scholarly
interpretations).

e Recognize history as an evolving interpretative endeavor rather than a static narrative.

e (ritically evaluate and challenge myths, nostalgia, and simplistic narratives that obscure historical
understanding.

e (reate historically grounded “unessay” projects—such as infographics and story maps—that combine
research with creative expression.

e Develop and articulate original historical interpretations that reflect a critical and nuanced
understanding of the past.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

General: This is an online asynchronous course, which means you will work independently without designated
class meetings. It’s important to understand that this course requires a high level of autonomy and self-
motivation. First and foremost, read the syllabus carefully—it contains essential information about class
policies and expectations and serves as a guide for successfully completing the course. You will need a
computer, reliable internet access, and any other required technologies noted in this syllabus. If you have any
questions, don’t hesitate to ask them through Slack. While attendance is not taken, you should plan on logging
into Blackboard and checking for messages on Slack every few days. Failing to do so may result in missing
important announcements or assignments. Ultimately, the instructor hopes everyone earns an “A” in this
class. If you complete all reading assignments, submit your work on time, follow any suggestions for
improvement, and stay engaged through Blackboard and Slack, you will be successful.

HIST 1301 Orientation: In order to best prepare for successfully completing this course, this assignment
requires you to sign up for Slack (our course communication tool), record a 30-second video introduction, and
then answer several important questions regarding the course syllabus.. This will ensure you are familiar with
key policies, expectations, and resources from the start. This assignment is worth 50 points, or 5% of your
overall grade.

Quizzes: There will be ten quizzes, which together account for 20% of your grade. Although they represent a
significant component of your course average, each quiz individually is worth only 2% of your overall grade.
The quizzes will be completed within Blackboard and are designed to encourage active listening and note-
taking when viewing the weekly video lectures. You have two attempts per quiz, with the highest score being
counted. All quizzes are due by 11:59 pm on the Sunday of the week they are assigned.

1


mailto:bjcartwright@utep.edu
https://join.slack.com/t/hist1301cartw-tf15728/shared_invite/zt-3ad2ywuz8-RZkzwNXGM8onLV3Q8z97Ng

Workshops: You will complete 10 workshops throughout the semester, each worth 25 points, for a total of 250
points (25% of the final grade). These workshops are designed to help you develop skills in analyzing and
interpreting historical evidence by engaging with primary and secondary sources. Primary sources are original,
first-hand accounts or evidence from the time period being studied, offering direct insight into historical
events, people or ideas, whereas secondary sources are interpretations, analyses, or summaries of historical
events created by individuals who did not experience them firsthand. They provide context, explain
significance, and offer interpretations based on primary and other secondary sources. By analyzing both types
of sources, you will learn how historians construct evidence-based understandings of the past. All workshops
are due by 11:59 PM on the assigned dates.

Unessays: You will complete two unessay assignments. The unessay empowers you to creatively explore a
historical topic beyond the traditional essay, challenging you to think critically about historical content while
presenting it in a visually engaging and accessible way. For this assignment, you will delve deeply into a specific
topic, event, or person in American history by creating infographics, interactive timelines, or story maps. Both
unessay assignments require you to submit a proposal one week prior to the unessay assignment due date.
Your unessays will be graded based on historical analysis, creativity and design, clarity and grammar, and
sources. Unessay | represents 10% (or 100 points) of your total grade, while Unessay Il represents 15% (or 150
points). All unessay assignments must be completed by 11:59 pm on the assigned due dates.

Exams: For your midterm and final exams, you will record a 3-5 minute video presentation, integrating spoken
narration with visual slides. Both the midterm and the final will include one question (see below). Your
answers should be based on the lectures in Blackboard and must follow the detailed instructions located in
Blackboard. Your video presentations will be graded on the depth and accuracy of your historical analysis,
clarity, organization, visual design, and delivery. The midterm exam represents 10% (or 100 points) of your
total grade, while the final exam represents 15% (or 150 points). All examinations must be completed by 11:59
pm on the assigned due date.

Midterm Exam Question: What is the story of American history through 17892
Final Exam Question: Is the early history of the United States a story of progress?

Grade Breakdown:

« Orientation (5%): 50 points

e Unessay I (10%): 100 points
o Unessay Il (15%): 150 points
e Midterm Exam (10%): 100 points
« Final Exam (15%): 150 points
e Quizzes (20%): 200 points
«  Workshops (25%): 250 points

1000 points

CALENDAR AND ASSIGNMENTS:

Preconguest . . All assignments are

Week 1 q HIST 1301 Orientation due by 11:59 pm on

America Sunday, August 31.

: All assignments are

Week 2 old WF)rIds Quiz 1 ) o . Y due by 11:59 pmon
Collide Workshop 1: “America’s First Immigrants Sunday, September 7.
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Conqguest and uiz 2 All assignments are
Week q . . Q due by 11:59 pm on
3 {3 ”
Colonization Workshop 2: “1491 Sunday, September 14.
Servitude and uiz All assignments are
Week4 Q 3 due by 11:59 pm on
Slavery Workshop 3: Pueblo Revolt Sunday, September 1.
Competin uiz All assignments are
Week 5 p, 8 Q 4 « . ’ due by 11:59 pmon
Empires Workshop 4: “Blessed and Bedeviled Sunday, September 28.
. Quizs | assi
The American All assignments are
Week 6 Revolution Workshop 5: “God and the Founders” due by 11:59 pm on
Unessay | - Proposal Sunday, October s.
All assignments are
Week 7 Creating a Nation | Unessay | due by 11:59 pm on
Sunday, October 12.
A Nation . All assignments are due
Week 8 . Midterm Exam by 11:59 pm on Sunday,
Among Nations October 19.
An llum iz All assignments are due
Week 9 tebe_ u QU 6 . by 11:59 pm on Sunday,
America Workshop 6: Andrew Jackson & Indian Removal October 26.
Quiz 7 All assignments are due
Week 10 | American Slaver . . . . by 11:59 pm on Sunday,
y Workshop 7: Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl November 2.
Gender, Religion uiz 8 All assignments are due
Week 11 ? g ’ Q . . by 11:59 pm on Sunday,
and Reform Workshop 8: Declaration of Sentiments November g.
America’s QUiZ 9 All assignments are due
Week 12 . . ey e . by 11:59 pm on Sunday,
Manifest Destiny | Workshop 9: Thoreau & Civil Disobedience November 16.
QUIZ 10 All assignments are due
Week 13 | A House Divided | Workshop 10: John Brown - Villian or Hero? by 11:59 pm on Sunday,
Unessay Il - Proposal November 23.
All assignments are due
Week 14 Civil War Unessay I by 11:59 pm on Sunday,
November 30.
All assignments are due
Week 15 Final Exam by 11:59 pm on Sunday,
December 7

The Fine Print

Accommodations: The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations and auxiliary services to students, staff, faculty, job applicants,
applicants for admissions, and other beneficiaries of University programs, services and activities with documented disabilities in order to provide them with
equal opportunities to participate in programs, services, and activities in compliance with sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended,
and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 and the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA) of 2008. Reasonable
accommodations will be provided unless it is determined that doing so would cause undue hardship on the University. students requesting an
accommodation based on a disability must register with the UTEP Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS). Contact the Center for

Accommodations and Support Services at 915-747-5148, or email them at cass@utep.edu, or apply for accommodations online via the CASS portal.

Respect for Diversity: It is my intent that students from all diverse backgrounds and perspectives be well served by this course, that students’ learning
needs be addressed both in and out of class, and that the diversity that students bring to this class be viewed as a resource, strength, and benefit. It is my
intent to present materials and activities that are respectful of diversity: gender, sexuality, disability, age, socioeconomic status, ethnicity, race, and culture.
Your suggestions are encouraged and appreciated. Please let me know ways to improve the effectiveness of the course for you personally or for other
students or student groups. In addition, if any of our class meetings conflict with your religious events, please let me know so that we can make

arrangements for you.
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Conduct: You are expected to abide by UTEP’s Handbook of Operating Procedures. Section II: Student Affairs, Chapter 1: Student Conduct and Discipline
clearly defines cheating and plagiarism. Those who cheat or plagiarize face the prospect of dismissal from the class or the university. Any inappropriate
behavior, disruptive conduct, or non-compliance with faculty directions can result in a charge of Academic and/or Personal Misconduct, possibly resulting
in sanctions imposed either by the instructor or the Dean of students. For further information refer to http://www.utep.edu/dos/acadintg.htm.

Scholastic Integrity: Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation of the UTEP Handbook of Operating Procedures. It includes, but is not
limited to, cheating, plagiarism, and collusion. Cheating may involve copying from or providing information to another student, possessing unauthorized
materials during a test, or falsifying research data on laboratory reports. Plagiarism occurs when someone intentionally or knowingly represents the words
or ideas of another as ones' own. Collusion involves collaborating with another person to commit any academically dishonest act. Any act of academic
dishonesty attempted by a UTEP student is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. All suspected violations of academic integrity at The University of Texas
at El Paso must be reported to the Office of STUDENT Conduct and Conflict Resolution (OSCCR) for possible disciplinary action. To learn more, please visit
HOOP: STUDENT Conduct and Discipline.

Changes to the Syllabus: Read this syllabus carefully because it contains important information about this course’s requirements and assignments. Also,
the instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus over the course of the semester.
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