
University of Texas at El Paso 

Theatre and Dance Department 

DANCE 1304 - 001 Introduction to Dance ( 32042) 

Summer 2025 

Days, time and Location 

On- Line Course 

ONLINE 

 

Instructor Email Office Location & Hours 
Andrea Saucedo Estala asaucedoestala@utep.edu TR 11:00 – 12:00  

Virtually  
Via Zoom by appointment. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Dance Appreciation is a class that invites you to the dance world. This class offers you the 
opportunity to know: What is dance? and What holds the dance world?, getting to know more about 
dance and being able to appreciate how it works. We will see dance as a politically and socially 
relevant art form and its environment. You will be able to immerse yourself in professional dance 
works that will give you different perspectives about movement and how the body/ soul / mind can 
move and create, because we consider dance as a form of self – expression and self- fulfillment art. 
 

We will study different dance forms across the world, culture, traditions, techniques, 
pioneers, different eras, and get familiar with the language / vocabulary of Dance Studies and 
methods of dance – making. 
 

In this course, we will use a book as reference to have a source. The materials for class are 
organized per modules and weekly assignments. It is optional to buy the textbook. All materials 
are uploaded by the instructor on Blackboard every week. Each week has assigned readings, 
visuals, and discussion boards structured on Blackboard. Students are required to have access to a 
computer (with video camera), Blackboard, and to check your UTEP email account frequently. 

 
This class encourages an interactive, energetic and open environment in which participants, 

while working with commitment and rigor. Feel free to respectfully express doubts, questions and 
curiosities; sometimes you’ll be asked to move and record yourself, according to your possibilities, 
capabilities, and always feel free to contact your instructor for any inquiry or thought. 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

●​ Familiarize yourself with dance language and vocabulary. 
●​ Develop a knowledge of different forms of dance. 
●​ Address many aspects of dance as an art form. 
●​ Know about the dance world. 
●​ Develop critical thinking and perspectives about dance as an art form in a cultural, political, 

and social environment. 
●​ To critically and creatively respond to assignments. 

 

COURSE MATERIAL 

       
 

-​ Ambrosio, N. (2018). Learning about dance: Dance as an art form &amp; entertainment. 
Kendall Hunt publishing company. 

 
*REMEMBER* 
 

The book works as a reference. You do not need to buy the book if you do not want to.  
NOT MANDATORY 

 
 

CLASS REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 

Total: 1000 PTS 

 
Discussion Board (DB) Posts ( 200 pts ) 
 

For the class we will be using Discussion Boards (DB). This tool will make the course more 
interactive and conversational, it will help you to  develop critical thinking respectfully. Students 
will be asked to post comments and/or videos and to respond ((x2)) to your peers. 

 
Each DB will be 175 words+ and each response 50 words+. Due date will be Saturdays by 

11:59 p.m.  
` 
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For the movement assignment’s: you’ll never be graded on the technical quality of dancing, 
the instructor specially will look at creativity, commitment to the topic and that it is relevant to what 
the student will be doing in the course. Feel free to edit the videos if you want and can, just share 
your best work.  

For the writing assignment recommendation: Be clear and proofread before submit it. 
 
*I invite you to dedicate enough time to the assignments and activities, patience is a good 

tool! 
-​ LATE assignments will not be accepted. 

 
 
Participation ( 300 pts ) 
 
As we know participation is crucial for the class:  

-​ Punctuality on answering on time assignments. 
-​ Respectful, polite and thoughtful in responses and feedback to your classmates in DB posts. 

 
 
Assessment I (200 pts) 
 

Students will have a little quiz related to what they learned in the class in the first two weeks 
of Summer I.  It may have multiple choices and open questions. 

 Instructor will post details on Blackboard. 
 

DUE Sunday June 22nd , 2025 by 11:59 pm  
 
 

Final Research Essay (300 pts) 
 

Students will research a Dance Creation and write a research paper regarding what 
perspective they had and how it relates with what they learned from the class.. A list of Dance 
Creations will be provided on Week 2, students will choose the one they want to study throughout 
the semester. Details will be posted on Blackboard by the instructor. 

. 
DUE Monday July 7, 2025. Submit it on Blackboard by 11:59 pm  

 

EXTRA CREDIT (100 pts) 

Details will be provided on Blackboard by the instructor. 
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Strictly observe this course policy: 
 
All the materials––written, audio and visual––shared within this course remain within this 
course. You can share on your social media your own materials if the only person that appears is 
you. If you want to share content that includes or is co-authored with other classmates, you will 
need to discuss the authorization with them and the instructor. 
 
If you need accommodation for an assignment, contact me ASAP.​  
 
Course Policies: 

-​ Students are required to show up to class on time and ready to start. If you are tardy, please send 
an email before class to the instructor explaining the reason for being late. 

-​ Respect, Honesty, and Communication. 

 

 

GRADING SCALE 

The grading scale at UTEP is: 

A = 900 - 1000 

B =  800 

C = 700 

D = 600  

F = < 500  

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Attendance for Dance Classes 

The Department has resumed the pre-pandemic attendance guidelines. Of course, we want to 
support students that contract covid and need time off for legitimate reasons, but don't feel like you 
need to offer Zoom instruction along with in-person instruction at all times. Instead, you can 
negotiate on a case-to-case basis what feels best for the students and you, while considering CDC 
and University guidelines about covid. Also, UTEP continues to offer tests: 
https://www.utep.edu/ehs/covid/ 

 

EXCUSED ABSENCES AND/OR COURSE DROP POLICY 

  
According to UTEP Curriculum and Classroom Policies, “When, in the judgment of the 

instructor, a student has been absent to such a degree as to impair his or her status relative 
to credit for the course, the instructor may drop the student from the class with a grade 
of “W” before the course drop deadline and with a grade of “F” after the course drop 
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deadline.” See academic regulations in the UTEP Undergraduate Catalog for a list of excused 
absences. Therefore, if I find that, due to non-performance in the course, you are at risk of 
failing, I will drop you from the course. I will provide 24 hours of advance notice via email. 

OR 

I will not drop you from the course. However, if you feel that you are unable to 
complete the course successfully, please let me know and then contact the Registrar’s 
Office to initiate the drop process. If you do not, you are at risk of receiving an “F” for the 
course. 

COVID-19 

UTEP is no longer asking students to report positive COVID-19 test results to the University.  

However, if you have any questions or concerns about COVID-19, please email 
covidaction@utep.edu for assistance.  

As of March 1, 2024, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has updated its 
guidelines for people with COVID-19 infections and made them similar to recommendations for 
other respiratory viruses such as Influenza Virus and Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV).  

Visit for more information: 

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/guidance/ 
www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/prevention/precautions-when-sick.html 

 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY AND COPYRIGHT 
  

Any form of academic dishonesty, cheating, plagiarizing, or taking a test for another student 
is considered a very serious matter at UTEP.  Our library webpage provides good information on 
what UTEP considers Academic Dishonesty and what steps the University takes in such cases.  
Please review this information at: http://libraryweb.utep.edu/research/plagiarism.php. Refer also 
to the Handbook of Operating Procedures: Student Affairs. 
  

Some of the materials in this course are copyrighted. Copying from textbooks is not “fair use” 
under the Copyright Act. Your cooperation is expected. The University requires all members of its 
community to follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and responsible for 
violations of copyright and fair use laws. The University will neither protect nor defend you nor 
assume any responsibility for student violations of fair use laws. Violations of copyright laws could 
subject you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well as disciplinary action 
under University policies. 

 
 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES POLICY 
 

The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that reasonable accommodations be provided 
for students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning, and psychiatric special needs. If 
you have a disability, abilities that cannot be performed with the given format,  and/or you need any 
accommodation, please contact The Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 
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747-5148, or by email at cass@utep.edu, or visit their office located in UTEP Union East, Room 106.  
For additional information, please visit the CASS website at www.sa.utep.edu/cass. 
 
 
 
TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 
  

Part of the course content is delivered via the Internet through the Blackboard learning 
management system (LMS). Ensure your UTEP email account is working and that you have access to 
the Web. You may use any of the primary Web browsers—Explorer, Google Chrome, Firefox, Safari, 
etc. When having technical difficulties, try switching to another browser. 
  

You will need to have or have access to a computer/laptop, a webcam, a microphone, or a 
device (like a phone) that allows you to enter Blackboard, check the emails, and record and watch 
audio-visual materials. Sometimes, if a video doesn’t work or a page doesn’t open, it’s because you 
need to download or update Microsoft Office, Adobe, Flashplayer, Windows Media Player, 
QuickTime, and Java or so. Also, check that your computer hardware and software are up-to-date 
and able to access all parts of the course. If you encounter technical difficulties of any kind, contact 
the Help Desk at https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/ 
  

If you cannot have access to technological means for whatever reasons, contact me ASAP and 
I will negotiate an accommodation. 
  

Technical Support. If you do not know how to use Blackboard – contact Tech Support 
immediately. Do not wait until you do not understand until you are having problems. You can go in 
person to Room 300 at the UTEP Library, or contact the Help Desk via email at helpdesk@utep.edu, 
or by phone at 747-5257. Hours are M-F 7a-8p, Sat 9a-10p and Sun 12-4p. 

 
 

 
ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF SUBMITTING WORK IN CASE OF TECHNICAL ISSUES 

  
I strongly suggest that you submit your work with plenty of time to spare if you have a 

technical issue with the course website, network, and/or your computer. I also suggest you save all 
your work (answers to discussion points, quizzes, exams, and essays) in a separate Word document 
as a backup. This way, you will have evidence that you completed the work and will not lose 
credit. If you are experiencing difficulties submitting your work through the course website, please 
contact the UTEP Help Desk. You can email me your backup document as a last resort.  
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ON-CAMPUS SOURCES OF STUDENT SUPPORT 
  
  

- Center for Accommodations and Support Services 
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/ 
  

- Student Success Helpdesk 
https://www.utep.edu/advising/student_resources/student-success-helpdesk.html 
  

- Miner Learning Center 
https://www.utep.edu/mlc/ 
  

- University Writing Center 
https://www.utep.edu/uwc/ 
  

- Counseling and Psychological Services 
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/counsel/ 
  

Students are encouraged to speak with professionals from UTEP’s Counseling and 
Psychological Services on a walk-in basis from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday in 
Union Building West, Room 202. In addition, the Miners Talk Crisis Line at 915-747-5302 is 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
  

- UTEP Title IX (Anti-Sexual Harassment and Anti-Sexual Violence) 
Office: https://www.utep.edu/titleix/sb-212.html 
  

Do- Need more dance in your life? Join the UTEP student organization DESERT DANCE.  
E-mail desertdanceutep@gmail.com 
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