
The University of Texas at El Paso 
Department of Philosophy 

Syllabus 
  

COURSE INFORMATION 
PHIL 1301 002 Introduction to Philosophy 
CRN: 18470 
Term: Fall 2025 
Delivery Method: in-person 
Meeting Day and Time: 09:00–10:20 on Tuesdays & Thursdays 
Location: Bell Hall 143 
 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Aliya Rumana Dewey (I’m in the process of dropping my last name, so please don’t use it!) 
Written Communication: email me at aliyarumana@arizona.edu (not ardewey@utep.edu) 
Phone Number: +1 (520) 358-7476 
Office Location: Worrell Hall 306 
Office Hours: 10:30–12:00 on Tuesdays & Thursdays in person 
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Many fields are defined by the phenomena they study: chemistry studies molecules, biology 
studies life, geology studies the Earth, economics studies the economy, etc. Philosophy isn’t 
limited in this way: philosophers study anything they like. It’s a popular saying in philosophy that 
“for anything X, there is a philosophy of X”. After all, philosophy is a complex toolbox of 
methods, which we can bring to bear on whatever topic we like. In fact, philosophy starts where 
other methods stop: it helps us make progress on disagreements (about anything) that are too 
deep and too persistent for other methods (e.g., empirical ones) to help resolve. For example, 
my own field is philosophy of neuroscience, where I apply philosophical methods to help resolve 
disagreements between neuroscientists about how to even approach explaining various aspects 
of the brain. In this course, we’ll consider a few classic (and fun) topics that philosophical 
methods have been brought to bear on: knowledge, justification, reality, consciousness, 
morality, and politics. By the end of this course, I hope to persuade you that philosophy wields 
relevant and powerful resources, no matter what topic you happen to be interested in. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

●​ Read and understand introductory philosophical texts 
●​ Critically evaluate both written and spoken philosophical arguments 
●​ Write essays that make cogent philosophical arguments 
●​ Follow philosophical norms that make it possible to effectively and respectfully register 

and pursue the resolution of deep disagreements 
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EDGE ADVANTAGES 
This course is designed to equip students with essential Edge Advantages that contribute to 
their professional and personal development. Through the completion of course requirements 
and assignments, such as team projects, presentations, and essays, students will develop the 
following Edge Advantages: 
 Problem-Solving Assignments will challenge students to identify and 

address complex issues using innovative and 
analytical approaches. 
  
  

 Communication Class discussions and written assignments will 
improve students’ skills in articulating ideas clearly 
and persuasively in both oral and written forms. 
  

 Social 
Responsibility 

Through community engagement opportunities and 
course content that encourages ethical considerations, 
students will foster a sense of responsibility towards 
their community and society at large. 

  Confidence By actively participating and successfully completing 
assignments, students will build self-assurance in their 
abilities to tackle academic and real-world challenges. 

 Critical Thinking The course’s emphasis on analysis and synthesis of 
information will strengthen students’ abilities to think 
critically and make informed decisions. 
  

  
REQUIRED MATERIALS 
Gideon Rosen et al. (2018). The Norton introduction to philosophy, 2nd Ed. NYC, NY: W. W. 
Norton & Company. ISBN: 978-0-393-63146-3 
  
Let’s discuss possible ways of getting the textbook on the first day of class, including if you 
aren’t interested in spending a lot of money on the book. 
  
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
Assignments for this course are assessed according to rubrics. You can find these rubrics by 
clicking on the appropriate assignment link in Blackboard and choosing to “View Rubric” from 
the button beneath the Points Possible for the assignment. 
 



Grade Distribution: 
1000-900 = A 899-800 = B    799-700 = C    699-600 = D    599 and Below = F 

o   400 points: 50 × 8 unit tests 
o   300 points: 100 × 3 block essays 
o   150 points: 6 × 25 discussion posts (4 free passes) 
o   150 points: 6 × 25 class participation (4 free passes) 

  
Unit tests: students will be asked 20 questions (true/false, multiple-choice, open-form) at the 
end of each unit (8 units) to promote critical thought about the unit and test their understanding 
of the unit. Tests are due by the Sunday after the unit finished at midnight (11:59 pm). 
 
Block essays: students must write a 1500 word essay for one unit from each of 3 “block” (units 
1–2, 3–4, and 5–6). These essays should characterise a philosophical disagreement and using 
philosophical argumentation to propose a resolution to this disagreement. Topics can be drawn 
from the “Notes & Questions” section after each reading in NLP, or students can design their 
own topic (after consultation and approval from the instructor). 
 
Discussion posts: students must post a helpful thought or question (100–200 words) on 
Blackboard at 15:00 (3 pm) the day before each class. This will give the instructor and other 
students the opportunity to read the discussion posts for class. 
 
Participation: students should not only attend at least 25 out of 29 classes but also actively 
contribute to class discussions by asking and asking questions and developing and defending 
philosophical arguments. 
  
TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 
Some course content is delivered via the Internet through the Blackboard learning management 
system. Ensure your UTEP e-mail account is working and that you have access to the Web and 
a stable web browser. Google Chrome and Mozilla Firefox are the best browsers for Blackboard; 
other browsers may cause complications. When having technical difficulties, update your 
browser, clear your cache, or try switching to another browser.  
 
You will need to have access to a computer/laptop. You will need to download or update the 
following software: Microsoft Office, Adobe Acrobat Reader, Windows Media Player, QuickTime, 
and Java. Check that your computer hardware and software are up-to-date and able to access 
all parts of the course. 
 
If you do not have word-processing software, you can download Word and other Microsoft 
Office programs (including Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and more) for free via UTEP’s Microsoft 
Office Portal. Click the following link for more information about Microsoft Office 365 and follow 
the instructions. 
 
IMPORTANT: If you encounter technical difficulties beyond your scope of troubleshooting, 
please contact the UTEP Technology Support as they are trained specifically in assisting with 

https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/servicecatalog/software_pages/soft_microsoftoffice365.html
https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/


technological needs of students. Please do not contact me for this type of assistance. The Help 
Desk is much better equipped than I am to assist you! 
 
COURSE COMMUNICATION: How we will stay in contact with each other 
  
Here are the ways we can keep the communication channels open: 

●​ Office Hours: I will have office hours for your questions and comments about the 
course. My office hours are in-person, however, you can request a virtual meeting and I 
will send you a Zoom link. Please see the days and times at the top of this syllabus. 

●​ Email: sending an email to aliyarumana@arizona.edu is the best way to contact me. I 
will make every attempt to respond to your e-mail within 24 hours of receipt. When 
e-mailing me, be sure to email from your UTEP student e-mail account and please put 
the course number in the subject line. In the body of your e-mail, clearly state your 
question. At the end of your e-mail, be sure to put your first and last name, and your 
university identification number. 

●​ Announcements: Check the Blackboard announcements frequently for any updates, 
deadlines, or other important messages. 

 
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION 
Our class meetings are in-person at Bell Hall 143, every Tuesday and Thursday from 09:00 and 
10:20, beginning 26 August through 04 December. 
 
Attendance in the course is determined by asking and asking questions and developing and 
defending philosophical arguments in class. Your participation in the course is important not only 
for your learning and success but also to create a community of learners. Participation is 
determined by the completion of the following activities: 

●​ Sharing discussion posts on time to let peers and instructor review them before class. 
●​ Preparing and asking helpful questions during class 
●​ Making and developing philosophical arguments in an engaging but respectful way 

 
Because these activities are designed to contribute to your learning each week, they cannot be 
made up after their due date has passed. 
 
ILLNESS PRECAUTIONS 
Please stay home if you have symptoms of a communicable illness. If you are feeling unwell, 
please let me know as soon as possible, so that we can work on appropriate accommodations. 
  
EXCUSED ABSENCES AND/OR COURSE DROP POLICY 
I will not drop you from the course. However, if you feel that you are unable to complete the 
course successfully, please let me know and then contact the Registration and Records Office 
to initiate the drop process. If you do not, you are at risk of receiving an “F” for the course. 
 

https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/registrar/


DEADLINES, LATE WORK, AND ABSENCE POLICY 
There are two kinds of deadlines for this course: 

●​ Unit quizzes and block essays will be due via Blackboard on the first Sunday at midnight 
(23:59/11:59 PM) after the unit or block is finished. 

●​ Discussion posts will be due via Blackboard at 15:00 (3:00 PM) on the day before class. 
 
No late work will be accepted if the reason is not considered excusable. 
  
MAKE-UP WORK 
Make-up work will be given only in the case of a documented emergency.  Note that make-up 
work may be in a different format than the original work, may require more intensive preparation, 
and may be graded with penalty points. If you miss an assignment and the reason is not 
considered excusable, you will receive a zero. It is therefore important to reach out to me—in 
advance if at all possible—and explain with proper documentation why you missed a given 
course requirement. Once a deadline has been established for make-up work, no further 
extensions or exceptions will be granted.   
 
ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF SUBMITTING WORK IN CASE OF TECHNICAL ISSUES 
I strongly suggest that you submit your work with plenty of time to spare in the event that you 
have a technical issue with the course website, network, and/or your computer. I also suggest 
you save all your work (answers to discussion points, quizzes, exams, and essays) in a 
separate Word document as a backup. This way, you will have evidence that you completed the 
work and will not lose credit. If you are experiencing difficulties submitting your work through 
Blackboard, please contact the UTEP Help Desk. You can email me your backup document as a 
last resort.  
 
INCOMPLETE GRADE POLICY 
Incomplete grades may be requested only in exceptional circumstances after you have 
completed at least half of the course requirements. Talk to me immediately if you believe an 
incomplete is warranted. If granted, we will establish a contract of work to be completed with 
deadlines. 
  
ACCOMMODATIONS POLICY 
The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to students with 
documented disabilities. Students who become pregnant may also request reasonable 
accommodations, in accordance with state and federal laws and regulations and University 
policy. Accommodations that constitute undue hardship are not reasonable. To make a request, 
please register with the UTEP Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS). 
Contact CASS at 915-747-5148, email them at cass@utep.edu, or apply for accommodations 
online via the CASS portal.  
  

 



SCHOLASTIC INTEGRITY 
Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation of the UTEP Handbook of 
Operating Procedures. It includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, and collusion. 
Cheating may involve copying from or providing information to another student, possessing 
unauthorized materials during a test, or falsifying research data on laboratory reports. 
Plagiarism occurs when someone intentionally or knowingly represents the words or ideas of 
another as ones' own. Collusion involves collaborating with another person to commit any 
academically dishonest act. Any act of academic dishonesty attempted by a UTEP student is 
unacceptable and will not be tolerated. All suspected violations of academic integrity at The 
University of Texas at El Paso must be reported to the Office of Community Standards for 
possible disciplinary action. To learn more, please visit HOOP: Student Conduct and Discipline. 
  
GUIDANCE ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
Some AI technologies or automated tools, particularly generative AI such as ChatGPT or 
DALL-E, can be beneficial during the early brainstorming stages of an activity, and you are 
welcome to explore them for that purpose. However, keep in mind that AI-generated ideas are 
not your own and may hinder your ability to think critically and creatively about a problem. It is 
also important to remember that these technologies often “hallucinate” or produce materials and 
information that are inaccurate or incomplete—even providing false citations for use. 
That said, you are not allowed to submit any AI-generated work in this course as your own. If 
you use any information or materials created by AI technology, you are required to cite it like you 
would any other source. Consider how this will affect your credibility as a writer and scholar 
before doing so. Any direct use of AI-generated materials submitted as your own work will be 
treated as plagiarism and reported to the Office of Community Standards. 
  
COURSE RESOURCES: Where you can go for assistance 
UTEP provides a variety of student services and support. Please refer to the QR code below for 
a listing of campus resources or visit 
https://www.utep.edu/advising/student_resources/student-success-resource-hub.html. 
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SCHEDULE 
The following syllabus schedule is subject to revision on a week’s notice. Any changes will be 
discussed in class. Please note that ‘NIP’ refers to the textbook (The Norton Introduction to 
Philosophy, 2nd Ed.): 
 
Class Date Reading 

Unit 0: Introduction 

1 26-08-2025 Syllabus + NIP, “Getting started: Why philosophy? 
Five views”, pp. xxvii–xxxii. 

2 28-08-2025 NIP, “Getting started: A brief guide to logic and 
argumentation”, sections 1–3, pp. xxxiii–xxxviii. 

3 02-09-2025 NIP, Getting started, "A Brief Guide to Logic and 
Argumentation," sections 4-9 pp. xxxviii–li. 

Unit 0 quiz due 07-09-2025 

Unit 1: How can we know about what we have not observed? 

4 04-09-2025 NIP, Part 4 intro, pp. 159–166 

5 09-09-2025 NIP, “The ‘justification’ of induction” by P. F. 
Strawson, pp. 178–187 

6 11-09-2025 NIP, “The new riddle of induction” by N. Goodman, 
pp. 187–201 

7 16-09-2025 NIP, “The inference to the best explanation”, by G. 
Harman, pp. 201–208 

Unit 1 quiz due 21-09-2025 

Unit 2: How can we know about the external world? 

8 18-09-2025 NIP, Part 6 intro, pp. 259–263 + NIP, “What can be 
called into doubt?” by R. Descartes, pp. 264–268 

9 23-09-2025 NIP, “Of scepticism with regard to the senses” by D. 
Hume, pp. 269–278 

10 25-09-2025 NIP, “Skepticism and inference to the best 
explanation” by J. Vogel, pp. 284–291 

11 30-09-2025 NIP, “Ignorance of things in themselves” by R. 
Langton, pp. 292–301 

Unit 2 quiz and Block 1 (units 1&2) assignment due 05-10-2025 



Unit 3: What is consciousness? 

12 02-10-2025 NIP, Part 8 intro, pp. 351–356 + NIP, “What is it like 
to be a bat?” by T. Nagel, pp. 356–3365 

13 07-10-2025 NIP, “Epiphenomenal qualia” by F. Jackson, pp. 
365–376 

14 09-10-2025 NIP, “Are mental states irreducible to neurobiological 
states?” by P. Churchland, pp. 377–384 

15 14-10-2025 NIP, “The hard problem of consciousness” by D. 
Chalmers, pp. 384–392 

Unit 3 quiz due 19-10-2025 

Unit 4: What is race? What is gender? 

16 16-10-2025 NIP, Part 12 intro, pp. 543–549 + NIP, “The 
uncompleted argument: Du Bois and the illusion of 
race” by A. Appiah, pp. 549–560 

17 21-10-2025 NIP, “Gender and race: (What) are they? (What) do 
we want them to be?” by S. Haslanger, pp. 560–571 

18 23-10-2025 NIP, “Are folk races like dingoes, dimes, or dodos?” 
by Q. Spencer, pp. 571–581 

19 28-10-2025 NIP, “The metaphysics of gender” by E. Barnes, pp. 
581–592 

Unit 4 quiz and Block 2 (Units 3 & 4) due 02-11-2025 

Unit 5: What is the right thing to do? 

20 30-10-2025 NIP, Part 14 intro, pp. 671–679 + NIP, “Famine, 
affluence, and morality” by P. Singer, pp. 679–686 

21 04-11-2025 NIP, “The moral perplexities of famine and world 
hunger” by O. O’Neill, pp. 686–697 

22 06-11-2025 NIP, “A defense of abortion” by J. J. Thomson, pp. 
697–706 

23 11-11-2025 NIP, “Why abortion is immoral” by D. Marquis, pp. 
706–715 

Unit 5 quiz due on 16-11-2025 

Unit 6: How can the state be justified? 



24 13-11-2025 NIP, Part 20 intro, pp. 1021–1028 + NIP, “Leviathan” 
by T. Hobbes, pp. 1037–1047 

25 18-11-2025 NIP, “The social contract” by J. J. Rousseau, pp. 
1047–1058 

26 20-11-2025 NIP, “Rights-based justifications for the state” by A. 
J. Simmons, pp. 1058–1066 

Unit 6 quiz and Block 3 (Units 5 & 6) due on 23-11-2025 

Unit 7: What are the state’s limits? 

27 25-11-2025 “The use of knowledge in society” by F. Hayek 

28 02-12-2025 NIP, “The racial contract” by C. M. Mills, pp. 
1066–1075 

29 04-12-2025 NIP, “Is multiculturalism bad for women?” by S. M. 
Okin, pp. 1165–1173 

Unit 7 quiz due on 07-11-2025 
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