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Political Philosophy 
Weekly Reading Summary Instructions 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Reading Summary Content                 ü 
  
Title: Give each summary a title.  E.g., “Summary of X”  
Content: Explain the basic thesis of the article, the claims used to support the thesis and the ways 
in which these claims support the thesis. Use clear, simple, non-technical language.  
Define/explain technical terms in simple language.  Do not attempt to cover every detail, just the 
main points.  Do not raise criticisms of the argument – the function of the summary is just to 
explain the argument.   

 

Quotations and paraphrases: If you quote or paraphrase, make sure to explain what the quote means in 
your own words and why it’s relevant for your essay.  (Generally, you should aim to paraphrase rather 
than quote.) 

 

Sources:  You are not permitted to use any outside sources, including the internet.  You must only use the 
article in question.   

 

Citations: If you do quote or paraphrase, you must properly cite the source using either the APA or MLA 
(whichever one you are most comfortable with) style. 

 

 
 
Reading Summary Format                       ü 
 
Length: 500-700 words  
Font Size: 12 point  
Line Spacing: Double spaced  
Assignment Identification: Your name, student number, course name and number, and date in the top 
right or left-hand corner of the first page 

 

Page Numbers: Lower, right-hand corner of each page  
Title Location:  Centered at the top of first paragraph  
 
 
Submission Instructions, Due Dates and Grading              ü 
 
Submission Info: Upload to Blackboard as Microsoft Word document (.docx or .doc)  
Due Dates: See below or schedule in syllabus.  Must be uploaded before the start of class on the day the 
reading is due. 

 

Grading: Reading summaries will be graded on a Pass/Fail basis.  Each summary is worth 5% of your final 
grade. 
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Schedule of Due Dates (also available on syllabus) 
 
Sept. 7: John Rawls, “Justice as Fairness” [ANTH] *{Summary #1} 
 
Sept. 19: Derek Parfit, “Equality and Priority” [ANTH] *{Summary #2} 
 
Oct. 5: Charles Taylor, “What’s Wrong with Negative Liberty?” [ANTH] *{Summary #3} 
 
Oct. 19: Michael Sandel, “The Procedural Republic and the Unencumbered Self” [ANTH] *{Summary 
4}  
  
Nov. 2: Cécile LaBorde, “Political Liberalism and Religion: On Separation and Establishment” [ANTH] 
*{Summary #5}  
 
Nov. 16: Michael Huemer, “Is There a Right to Immigrate?” [Reading on Blackboard] *{Summary #6} 
 
Nov. 30: Carole Pateman, “Race, Sex, and Indifference” [ANTH] *{Summary #7} 


