
GEOG 1306 Physical Geography 

Instructor: Dr. Adriana E. Pérez 

Phone: (915) 915-422-2569 Bb message and aperez13@utep.edu 

Office hours: TBD  

I. This course introduces the fundamental principles and processes of physical 
geography. Topics include the Earth’s systems and spheres, the dynamics of the 
atmosphere, hydrosphere, lithosphere, and biosphere, and their interactions. Emphasis 
will be placed on understanding spatial patterns and environmental processes that 
shape our planet. 
 

II. Course Objectives: 
 

• Students should be able to describe the major concepts, terms, principles, and tools used 

by physical geographers to interrelate the elements of the physical environment in terms 

of both patterns and processes. Specifically, students should be able to identify the 

processes responsible for climate, vegetation and soil and landform patterns, and water 

resources distribution. 

• Given an unfamiliar region on the globe, students should be able to predict natural 

patterns of climate, vegetation, and landforms within this region. 

• Students should be able to describe the major environmental hazards in the world today 

and what possible impacts these have on society. 

III. EVALUATION 

Final grades will be determined based on the following: 

Unit Exams   (30%)   If final is taken, lowest grade is dropped  

Weekly Quizzes* (20%)   Lowest grade will be dropped (in-class) 

Weekly Mastering (40%) Lowest grade will be dropped (Pearson) 

Weekly Discussion  (10%)   Lowest grade will be dropped (Bb) 



*Final exam (optional):  This will be a comprehensive exam. Students who are failing OR need 
to make up an exam may choose this option. The grade will replace the lowest exam grade, 
which can be a missed exam.  

*Attendance Policy: Class attendance will be recorded. ONLINE: failure to log in and/or work 
on activities and/or exams may result in you being dropped from the class. IN-CLASS: More 
than two unexcused absences will reflect on your grade and may cause you to be dropped from 
class.  

 
Missed work/exams. You may drop one exam for whatever reason and take the final to replace it. 
There will be no makeup exams. Please don’t ask!!! Exams may be taken before the scheduled 
time but not afterwards, please make arrangements 1 week ahead of time for any test date changes.  

 
I did not see it, I did not know…. are not excuses for missing work! All deadlines are posted in the 
calendar.pdf  . If you are having issues finding materials, it is your responsibility to contact me 
ASAP, before the deadline. 
 
IV. Textbook and access code: Will need to access through Bb to sync to the course. 
 
 

 

 

Note: Access code may be bought separately through the Pearson link. To register your code you 
MUST go through the Bb link for the class to be recognized.  

**You may use a 2-week free trial so you don’t miss any work** 

Class materials: syllabus, calendar, and notes are available through the Bb platform 



V. Academic dishonesty & Disruptive Behavior 

Students are encouraged to collaborate on class assignments. You are also strongly encouraged to 
form study groups and make this class a team effort. However, academic dishonesty (plagiarism, 
copying, etc) will not be tolerated. Students caught cheating will receive a zero for that assignment 
and will not be allowed to retake it. (Remember honesty is the best policy and there is not better 
work than your own! 

Any academic or non-academic misconduct will be reported to the appropriate official and 
adjudicated in accordance with the UTEP student code of conduct. For students taking on-line 
courses; communication that is threatening, sexual, and/or any other language that is unwelcome 
is strictly prohibited.  

VI. Students with disabilities 

If you think you have a disability or if you are experiencing some learning difficulties, please 
contact the Disabled Students Services Offices (DSSO) at 915-747-5148 (voice or TTY) in Union 
East Room 106, or by email at DSS@utep.edu. They will provide any necessary accommodations. 
You should also meet with your instructor in order to facilitate your needs. Please provide proper 
documentation of your disability and special needs.  

 

VII. GRADING SCALE: ABOVE 90=A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C, 60-69=D, BELOW 
60=F 

 

CALENDAR: Official Calendar is provided as a separate file in class info (shown below), 
make sure you PRINT and keep up to date with assignments, chapters and deadlines.  

 

All Bb assignments are due Sunday at 11:59 PM MST 

 

 


