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INTRO TO PHYSICAL GEOLOGY LAB 

 
Instructor: Dr. Adriana E. Pérez 

Phone: (915) 422-2459 Bb message and aperez13@utep.edu  
Office hours: VIRTUAL AND BY APPT  

 
 
 

I. Description 
Covers the fundamental principals of physical geology including the origin of minerals and 
rocks, geologic time, rock deformation, and plate tectonics.  It explains the physical processes 
that shape the planet on which we live.  

II. Course objectives: Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student will 
be able to: 

 
A. Identify the composition and structure of the basic rock forming and ore 

minerals. 
B. Identify the basic igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks.  
C. Draw the rock cycle and explain the origins of the basic rock types. 
D. Understand the influence of weather on the formation of regolith, soils and 

the landscape. 
E. Identify the basic volcanic processes and their effects. 
F. Identify the basic tectonic processes and their effects. 
G. Identify the geologic hazards associated with the above physical processes. 
H. Describe how man has a significant effect on the environment. 
I. Study climatic change including global warming and ice ages. 
J. Identify past and possible future changes in climate and describe possible 

causes. 
 

III. Evaluation 
 
Grades will be determined based on the following: 
 
Mastering: lowest grade will be dropped ACCESS CODE REQUIRED (May use same 

code as lecture section BUT must be input and accessed through lab Bb link) 
 

IF REGISTERED FOR THE LECTURE, KEEP IN MIND THAT THE MASTERING 
ASSIGNMENTS ARE SEPARATE AND DIFFERENT IN THE LAB SECTION, YOU 

MUST COMPLETE BOTH AND WILL RECEIVE SEPARATE GRADES 
 

*Attendance Policy: Class attendance will be recorded. ONLINE: failure to log in and/or 
work on activities and/or exams may result in you being dropped from the class. IN-
CLASS: More than two unexcused absences will reflect on your grade and may cause you 
to be dropped from class.  
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V. TEXTBOOK AND ACCESS CODE 
 

Earth: An Introduction to Physical Geology, Books a la Carte Edtion, 12th Edition 
By Edward J. Tarbuck, Frederick K. Lutgens, Dennis G. Tasa 

Modified MasteringGeology with Pearson eText -- ValuePack Access Card -- for 
Earth: An Introduction to Physical Geology, 12th Edition 
By Edward J. Tarbuck, Frederick K. Lutgens, Dennis G. Tasa 

PACKAGE ISBN-13: 9780134529783 
 

Note: Access code may be bundled with textbook or bought separately through the 
Blackboard link. To register you code you MUST go through the Bb link for the class 
to be recognized. You may use a 2-week free trial so you don’t miss any work. 

STUDENTS MAY PURCHASE ETEXT AND CODE SEPARATELY THROUGH BB LINK 

 
VI. Academic dishonesty & Disruptive Behavior 

Students are encouraged to collaborate on class assignments. You are also strongly 
encouraged to form study groups and make this class a team effort. However, academic 
dishonesty (plagiarism, copying, etc) will not be tolerated. Students caught cheating will 
receive a zero for that assignment and will not be allowed to retake it. (Remember honesty is 
the best policy and there is not better work than your own! 
 
Any academic or non-academic misconduct will be reported to the appropriate official and 
adjudicated in accordance with the UTEP student code of conduct. For students taking on-
line courses; communication that is threatening, sexual, and/or any other language that is 
unwelcome is strictly prohibited.  
 

VII. Students with disabilities 
 
If you think you have a disability or if you are experiencing some learning difficulties, please 
contact the Disabled Students Services Offices (DSSO) at 915-747-5148 (voice or TTY) in 
Union East Room 106, or by email at DSS@utep.edu. They will provide any necessary 
accommodations. You should also meet with your instructor in order to facilitate your needs. 
Please provide proper documentation of your disability and special needs.  
 

VIII. Grading Scale: Above 90=A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C, 60-69=D, Below 60=F 
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