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Literacies in the 21 Century
SPRING 2022

Professor: Dr. Amy Bach
Email: ajbach@utep.edu

Tel: 915.747.5791

Office: EDUC 610

Office hours: by appointment

COURSE INFORMATION

RED 6318-001: Literacies in the 215 Century [CRN 29110]

3 credit hours

Meets in-person on Mondays, 5:30-8:20pm, EDUC 312 on even weeks; online asynchronous
class on odd weeks.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course explores how new modes of communication in the digital age have transformed the
ways in which children, youth, and adults engage in literate practice both inside and outside of
school. Key topics include: the emergence of “new” literacies; multimodality and meaning-
making; media literacy; digital storytelling; and the integration of digital literacies into K-12 and
community education programs. Special emphasis is placed on literacies of the U.S.-Mexico
border and the literacy education of emergent bilinguals/ English language learners.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon successful completion of this course, you will:

(1) Critically engage with 215 century literacies as a concept and understand why and how
engagements with literacies inside and outside of school are (or should be) changing;

(2) Employ multiliteracies pedagogy to present your understandings of course texts and
subjects;

(3) Understand multimodality as both a theoretical concept and practical approach for
literacy teaching and learning;

(4) Engage in multimodal meaning making through multimodal activities and projects and
understand the communicative potential of different modalities;

(5) Understand the linguistic assets of emergent bilingual students and how multiliteracies
pedagogy can meet the needs of diverse learners;

(6) Explore youth media initiatives and the rich and varied ways that young people engage
in literate practices outside of schools;

(7) Practice deconstructing media texts to identify how race/ethnicity, social class, gender,
and youth are represented in mainstream media messages;
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(8) Gain practice in analyzing and discussing scholarly and practitioner-oriented texts and
speaking publically;

(9) Gain practice in academic course design and the development of instructional activities
to reinforce teaching objectives.

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS

Spirn, A.\W. (2014). The eye is a door: Landscape, photograpgy, and the art of discovery. Wolf
Tree Press.

Toliver, S. (2021). Recovering Black storytelling in qualitative research: Endarkened storywork.
Routledge.

Additional required readings are posted on Blackboard (and marked on the syllabus with BB).
Readings will be discussed on the day for which they are listed. That is, please read the day’s
readings in advance of that class session.

BLACKBOARD READINGS

Adami, E. (2016). Introducing multimodality. In O. Garcia, N. Flores, & M Spotti (Eds.) The
Oxford handbook of language and society, (pp. 451-472). Oxford University Press.

Bach, A.J. & Jacobson, B. (In press). Writing on the border: Transfronterizx students and the
figured worlds of Texas state writing exams. In Y. Medina & M. Machado-Casas (Eds.),
Critical understandings of Latinx and global education.

Bach, A.J. (2020a). Education in citizenship on the U.S./Mexico border: The language and
literacy instruction of emergent bilingual transfronterizx students. Anthropology &
Education Quarterly, 51(2), 233-252.

Bazerman, C. (2016). What do sociocultural studies of writing tell us about learning to write? In
C.A. MacArthur, S. Graham, & J. Fitzgerald (Eds.), Handbook of writing research (2™
edition) (pp. 1-10). Guilford Press.

Berger, J. (1972). Ways of seeing. Retrieved from
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utEoRdSL1jo

Bohem, D. A. (2020). Documented as unauthorized. In S.B. Horton & J. Heyman (Eds.), Paper
trails: Migrants, documents, and legal insecurity (pp. 109-129). Duke University Press.

Breny, J. M., & McMorrow, S. L. (2020). Photovoice for Social Justice: Visual Representation in
Action. SAGE Publications, Incorporated.

Brooks, M. D. (2018). Untapped possibilities: Intersectionality theory and literacy research. In
D.E. Alvermann, N.J. Unrau, M. Sailors, & R.B. Ruddell (Eds.), Theoretical models and
processes of literacy (pp. 419-429). Routledge.

Buckingham, D. & Sefton-Green, J. (2017). Multimedia education: Media literacy in the age of
digital culture. In R. Kubey (Ed.), Media literacy in the information age (pp. 285-306).
Routledge.

Cazden, C., Cope, B., Fairclough, N., Gee, J., Kalantzis, M., Kress, G., & Nakata, M. (1996). A
pedagogy of multiliteracies: Designing social futures. Harvard educational review, 66(1),
60-92.
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Cox, A. M. (2015). Shapeshifters: Black girls and the choreography of citizenship. Duke
University Press.

Cruz, C. (2020). Reporting Data to Recognize the Complexity and Multiplicity of Youth Live. In
T.L. McCarty (Ed.), Critical Youth Research in Education (pp. 175-186). Routledge.

Cruz, C. (2013). LGBTQ youth of color video making as radical curriculum: A brother mourning
his brother and a theory in the flesh. Curriculum Inquiry, 43(4), 441-460.

Danzak, R.L. (2011). Defining identities through multiliteracies: EL teens narrate their
immigration experiences as graphic stories. Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy,
55(3) 187-196.

De Ledn, J. (2012). “Better to be hot than caught”: Excavating the conflicting roles of migrant
material culture. American Anthropologist, 114(3), 477-495.

DeStigter, T. (2015). On the ascendance of argument: A critique of the assumptions of
academe's dominant form. Research in the Teaching of English, 11-34.

de los Rios, C.V. (2017). Picturing ethnic studies: Photovoice and youth literacies of social
action. Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy, 61(1), 15-24.

Dewey, J. 1938 (1963). Experience and education. Collier Books. pp. 17-19, 40, 46, 74.

—. 1915 (1956). The school and society. University of Chicago Press. pp. 12, 13, 14, 15,
18, 29.

Ehrke, T. (2013). 21t Century learning, Inc. Our Schools, Our Selves, Winter, 61-81.

Eisner, E.W. (1981). The role of the arts in cognition and curriculum. Phi Delta Kappa, 63(1), 48-
52.

Eubanks, V. (2018). Automating inequality: How high-tech tools police, profile, and punish the
poor. St. Martin’s Press.

Ewald, W. & Lightfoot, A. (2002). | wanna take me a picture: Teaching photography and writing
to children. Beacon Press.

Fontaine, C., & Luttrell, W. (2015). Re-centering the role of care in young people’s multimodal
literacies: a collaborative seeing approach. In M. Hamilton, R. Heydon, K. Hibbert, & R.
Stooke (Eds.), Negotiating spaces for literacy learning: Multimodality and
governmentality (pp. 43-56). Bloomsbury Academic Press.

Freire, P. (1987). The importance of the act of reading. In P. Freire and D. Macedo Literacy:
Reading the word and the world (pp. 29-36). Bergin & Garvey.

Freire, P. & Macedo, D. (1987). Literacy: Reading the word and the world. Bergin & Garvey

Gee, J. P. (2005). Learning by design: Good video games as learning machines. E-learning and
Digital Media, 2(1), 5-16.

Gee, J. P. (2005). New people in new worlds: Networks, the new capitalism and schools. In B.
Cope & K. Kalantzis (Eds.), Multiliteracies: Literacy learning and the design of social
futures (pp. 51-76). Routledge.

Gee, J.P, Hull, G, & Lankshear, C. (1996). The new work order. Routledge.

Gonzales, L., & Ybarra, M. G. (2020). Multimodal cuentos as fugitive literacies on the Mexico-US
borderlands. English Education, 52(3), 223-255.

Goodman, S. (2005). The practice and principles of teaching critical literacy at the Educational
Video Center. In G. Schwarz & P.U. Brown (Eds.), Media literacy: Transforming
curriculum and teaching. Wiley-Blackwell.
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Hall, S. (1997). Representation and the media. Retrieved from
https://utep.kanopy.com/video/stuart-hall-representation-media

Halliday, M. A. K. (1978). Language as social semiotic: The social interpretation of language and
meaning. Arnold.

Hameleers, M. (2022). Separating truth from lies: Comparing the effects of news media literacy
interventions and fact-checkers in response to political misinformation in the US and
Netherlands. Information, Communication & Society, 25(1), 110-126.

Hamilton, M., Heydon, R., Hibbert, K. & Stooke, R. (2015). Negotiating spaces for literacy
learning: Multimodality and governmentality. Bloomsbury Academic.

Heath, S.B. (1994). What no bedtime story means: Narrative skills at home and school. In J.
Maybin (Ed.), Language and literacy in social practice (pp. 73-95). The Open University.

Heyman, J. (2020). Documents as power. In S.B. Horton & J. Heyman (Eds.), Paper trails:
Migrants, documents, and legal insecurity (pp. 229-248). Duke University Press.

Hirsch, E.D. 1988. Cultural literacy: What every American needs to know. Vintage Books. pp. xiv—
Xv, Xvii, 20-21, xiii, 115, 21, 23-24.

Hobbs, R. (2018). Expanding the concept of literacy. In R. Kubey (Ed.), Media literacy in the
information age (pp. 163-183). Routledge.

hooks, b. (1994). Teaching to transgress: Education as the practice of freedom. Routledge,
pp.167-175.

Horton, S. B. (2020). Paper trails: Migrants, bureaucratic inscription, and legal recognition. In
S.B. Horton & J. Heyman (Eds.), Paper trails: Migrants, documents, and legal insecurity
(pp. 1-26). Duke University Press.

Hull, G. A., & Nelson, M. E. (2005). Locating the semiotic power of multimodality. Written
Communication, 22(2), 224-261.

Hyde, K. (2005). Portraits and collaborations: A reflection on the work of Wendy Ewald. Visual
Studies 20(2), 172-190.

Jacobson, B. & Bach, A.J. (In press). Neoliberal logics: An analysis of Texas’ STAAR exam writing
prompts. Journal of Literacy Research.

Jensen, B. (2021). Advancing the science of teaching reading equitably. Reading Research
Quarterly, 56, S69-584.

Jerasa, S., & Boffone, T. (2021). BookTok 101: TikTok, Digital Literacies, and Out-of-School
Reading Practices. Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 65(3), 219-226.

Johnson, S. J., de la Piedra, M. T., Sanmiguel-Lépez, A., & Pérez-Piza, M. (2021).
Mexican-heritage Children’s Learning of Ballet Folkldrico: Herencia, Familia, y Orgullo.
Anthropology & Education Quarterly.

Kalantzis, M., Cope, B., Chan, E., Dalley-Trim, L. (2016). Literacies (2" ed.). Cambridge University
Press.

Kalantzis, M., & Cope, B. (2015). Regimes of literacy. In M. Hamilton, R. Heydon, K. Hibbert, & R.
Stooke (Eds.), Negotiating spaces for literacy learning: Multimodality and
governmentality (pp. 15-24). Bloomsbury Academic Press.

Kalmar, T. M. (2015). lllegal alphabets: Latino migrants crossing the linguistic border (2"
edition). Routledge.
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Kinloch, V. & Burkhard, T. (2016). Teaching writing in culturally and linguistically diverse
classrooms. In C.A. MacArthur, S. Graham, & J. Fitzgerald (Eds.), Handbook of writing
research (2" edition) (pp. 377-394). Guilford Press.

Kress, G. (2003). Literacy in the new media age. Routledge.

Luttrell, W. (2020). Children framing childhoods: Working-class kids’ visions of care. Policy Press.

Lipsitz, G. (2005). Midnight’s children: Youth culture in the age of globalization. In S. Maira & E.
Soep (Eds.), Youthscapes: The popular, the national, the global (pp. vii-xiv). University of
Pennsylvania Press.

Luke, A. (2012). Critical literacy: Foundational notes. Theory into practice, 51(1), 4-11.

Maira, S. & Soep, E. (2005). Introduction. In S. Maira & E. Soep (Eds.), Youthscapes: The popular,
the national, the global (pp. xv-xxxv). University of Pennsylvania Press.

Martinez Duboc, A. P., & Menezes de Souza, L. M. T. (2021). Delinking Multiliteracies and the
Reimagining of Literacy Studies. Revista Brasileira de Linguistica Aplicada, 21, 547-576.

Masterman, L. (2017). A rationale for media education. In R. Kubey (Ed.), Media literacy in the
information age (pp. 15-68). Routledge.

McLuhan, M. (2018, July 28). This is Marshall McLuhan: The media is the massage (1967)
[Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFwVCHkL-JU

Mirra, N. & Garcia, A. (2020). In search of the meaning and purpose of 21%t-century literacy
learning: A critical review of research and practice. Reading Research Quarterly, 1-20.

McCloud, S. (1993). Understanding comics: The invisible art. Harper Collins.

Monroe, B. (2009). Plateau Indian Ways with Words. College Composition and Communication,
61(1), W321.

Montessori, M. 1912 (1964). The Montessori Method. Schocken Books, pp.256-263.

Murphy, S. (2015). Beyond governmentality: The responsible exercise of freedom in pursuit of
literacy assessment. In M. Hamilton, R. Heydon, K. Hibbert, & R. Stooke (Eds.),
Negotiating spaces for literacy learning: Multimodality and governmentality (pp. 25-41).
Bloomsbury Academic Press.

Noddings, N. & Brooks, L. (2017). Teaching controversial issues: The case for critical thinking
and moral commitment in the classroom. Teachers College Press.

Patel, L. (2016). Decolonizing educational research: From ownership to answerability.
Routledge.

Rose, T. (2014). A style nobody can deal with: Politics, style and the postindustrial city in hip
hop. In Microphone fiends (pp. 71-88). Routledge.

Ruecker, T. (2014). Here they do this, there they do that: Latinas/Latinos writing across
institutions. College Composition and Communication, 91-119.

Serafini, F. & Gee, E. (2017). Introduction. In F. Serafini & E. Gee (Eds.) Remixing multiliteracies:
Theory and practice from New London to new times (pp. 1-49). Teachers College Press.

Serafini, F. (2014). Reading the visual: An introduction to teaching multimodal literacy. Teachers
College Press.

Shannon, P. (2017). Progressive reading education in America: Teaching toward social justice.
Routledge.

Schroeter, S. (2019). Embodying difference: A case for anti-racist and decolonizing approaches
to multiliteracies. Studies in social justice, 13(1), 142-158.
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Shanahan, T. (2016). Relationships between reading and writing development. In C.A.
MacArthur, S. Graham, & J. Fitzgerald (Eds.), Handbook of writing research (2" edition)
(pp. 194-210). Guilford Press.

Share, J. (2014). Media literacy is elementary: Teaching youth to critically read and create
media. Peter Lang.

Soep, E., Chavez, V., & Chavez, V. (2010). Drop that knowledge: Youth radio stories. Univ of
California Press.

Taylor, D. (1996). Toxic literacies: Exposing the injustice of bureaucratic texts. Greenwood.

Toliver, S. R. (2018). Alterity and innocence: The hunger games, Rue, and Black girl
adultification. Journal of Children's Literature, 44(2), 4-15.

Trigos-Carrillo, L., & Rogers, R. (2017). Latin American influences on multiliteracies: From
epistemological diversity to cognitive justice. Literacy Research: Theory, Method, and
Practice, 66(1), 373-388.

Velasco, P., & Garcia, O. (2014). Translanguaging and the writing of bilingual learners. Bilingual
Research Journal, 37(1), 6-23.

Welcome, L. A, & Thomas, D. A. (2021). Abstraction, witnessing, and repair; or, how
multimodal research can destabilize the coloniality of the gaze. Multimodality & Society,
1(3), 391-406.

GRADING SUMMARIES

(v)
Assignment Points L9031
grade
Participation and attendance 60 24.5%
Reading response assignments (12 @ 5pts 60 24.5%
each)
Coloquios (2 @ 10 pts each) 20 8%
Syllabus enhancement assignment 30 12%
Multimodal project 75 31%
Total points 245 100%
A =90-100
B =80-89
C=70-79
D = 60-69

F =59 and below
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Assignments Due

Week D Topi . " .
€ ate opics (in addition to readings)
1 Jan 18 Introductions, Introduction to the course
2 Jan 24 New people in new worlds
3 Jan 31 What are multiliteracies/21% century literacies? RR#1
4 Eeb 7 Critiques of and reflections on 215t century RR#2; Multimodal

literacies project topic
5 Feb 14 Literacies pedagogy, Paradigms of literacy RR#3
RR#4; Multimodal
6 Feb 21 Multimodal designs for meaning . .
project proposal
7 Feb 28 Meaning making by reading RR#5
RR#6
8 March 7 Making meaning by writing
SPRING BREAK
RR#7;
Transfronterizx and emergent bilingual ’
9 March 21 Z. L B g Outline/storyboard of
language and literacies in TX schools . .
multimodal project
RR#8; Syllab
10 March 28 Visual modes of meaning s SYHanus
enhancement
assignment
11 April 4 Media literacy & social media RR#9
12 April 11 Making audio and oral meanings RR#10; Multimodal text
draft
13 April 18 Making spatial, tactile, and gestural meanings RR#11
14 April 25 Multiliteracies and educational research RR#12
Final multimodal text
15 May 2 Multimodal project, reflection, and and presentation;

presentation

Reflection on
multimodal project
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POLICIES & PROCEDURES

Equal educational opportunity

In order to create equal educational opportunities for all students, every student is
expected to demonstrate respect for the diverse voices and individual differences in the
class. No person shall be excluded from participation in, denied benefits of, or be
subject to discrimination under any program or activity sponsored or conducted by the
University of Texas at El Paso on the basis of race, color, gender, sexual orientation,
disability, national origin, religious affiliation, age, or veteran status. Any member of the
university community who engages in discrimination or other conduct in violation of
university policy is subject to the full range of disciplinary action, up to and including
separation from the university. Complaints regarding discrimination and inquiries
regarding applicable policies should be reported to the University's Equal Opportunity
Office at Kelly Hall, 3rd Floor, 915.747.5662 or at ecaa@utep.edu.

Students with disabilities

If you have or believe you have a disability, you may wish to self-identify. You can do so by
providing documentation to the Office of disabled Student Services located in Union E Room
203. Students who have been designated as disabled must reactivate their standing with the
Office of Disabled Student Services on a yearly basis. Failure to report to this office will place a
student on the inactive list and nullify benefits received. If you have a condition which may
affect your ability to exit safely from the premises in an emergency or which may cause an
emergency during class, you are encouraged to discuss this in confidence with the instructor
and/or the director of Disabled Student Services. You may call 747-5148 for general information
about the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

Academic integrity

The University of Texas at El Paso prides itself on its standards of academic excellence. In all matters
of intellectual pursuit, UTEP faculty and students must strive to achieve based on the quality of
work produced by their individual. In the classroom and in all other academic activities, students
are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic integrity. Any form of scholastic
dishonesty is an affront to the pursuit of knowledge and jeopardizes the quality of the degree
awarded to all graduates of UTEP. It is imperative, therefore, that all faculty insist on adherence to
these standards.

Any student who commits an act of scholastic dishonesty is subject to discipline. Scholastic
dishonesty includes, but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of
any work or materials that are not attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an
examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the
attempt to commit such acts. Proven violations of the detailed regulations, as printed in the
Handbook of Operating Procedures (HOP) and available in the Office of the Dean of Students, may
result in sanctions ranging from disciplinary probation, to failing grades on the work in question, to
failing grades in the course, to suspension or dismissal among others. Refer to
http://www.utep.edu/dos/acadintg.htm for further information.
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**Syllabus subject to change**
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