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Tel: 915-747-5791

Office: EDUC 610

Office hours: Online or in person by appointment

COURSE DATES
August 25, 2025 to December 4, 2025

COURSE INFORMATION
RED 5349-001 Literacy Education Practicum [CRN: 13449]

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course involves the hands-on application of key concepts and practices for literacy/biliteracy leaders across
grade levels.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

The course objectives are for students to apply course texts to critically reflect on their learning across the
multiple courses they have completed within their masters program and to consider how they will apply this
learning to their career goals as educators and literacy specialists. This reflection is documented through a
portfolio project that includes: a) an essay where the student discusses the role of theory in educational
practice and how their learning in the program will inform their work as a leader in the field of literacy
education, particularly in terms of supporting teacher professional development, and b) documentation of key
assignments from coursework.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this course, students should be able to:

1. Demonstrate a critical understanding of the theoretical and research foundations of literacy/biliteracy;

2. Reflect on how connecting theory to practice serves in promoting equity in literacy/biliteracy teaching
and learning;

3. Apply this knowledge (from the first two outcomes) to inform student’s work as a literacy leader in
schools.

These course objectives and learning outcomes align with the following Texas standard for Reading Specialist:

Standard IV. Professional Knowledge and Leadership: The Reading Specialist understands the theoretical
foundations of literacy; plans and implements a developmentally appropriate, research-based reading/literacy
curriculum for all students; collaborates and communicates with educational stakeholders; and participates and
takes a leadership role in designing, implementing, and evaluating professional development programs.
(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-educators/preparation-and-continuing-education/approved-educator-standards)
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COURSE READINGS

Course readings can be found on the Blackboard course website. Students are expected to identify additional
scholarship to support their area of literacy specialization. Library resource information is included in this
syllabus.

Dewey, J. (1904). The relation of theory to practice in education. In J. Boydston (Ed.), Essays on the
new empiricism 1903-1906: The middle works of John Dewey 1899-1924 (Vol. 3, pp. 249—
272). Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press.

Nasir, N. 1. S., Lee, C. D, Pea, R., & McKinney de Royston, M. (2020). Handbook of the cultural
foundations of learning. Taylor & Francis.

e Ball, A. & Ladson-Billings, G. (2020). Educating teachers for the 215t Century: Culture,
Reflection, and Learning

e Darling-Hammond, L. (2020). Culture, Learning, and Policy.

Nieto, S. (2000). Placing equity front and center: Some thoughts on transforming teacher
education for a new century. Journal of Teacher Education, 51, 180-187.

Reichenberg, J. S. (2020). Literacy coaching with teachers of adolescent English learners: Agency,
sustainability, and transformation for equity. Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 64(1),
57-66.

Sailors, M. & J.V. Hoffman (2018). "Literacy Coaching for Change: Choices Matter. Literacy
Leadership Brief." International Literacy Association.

Villegas, A. M., & Davis, D. E. (2008). Preparing teachers of color to confront racial/ethnic
disparities in educational outcomes. In M. Cochran-Smith, S. Feiman-Nemser, & D. John
Mclintyre (Eds.), Handbook of Research on Teacher Education (pp. 583-605). Routledge.

ONLINE COURSE ACTIVITIES

The completion of the masters portfolio is an independent capstone project the student performs with the
support of faculty. The student will deliver sections of the portfolio as part of the course forum for feedback
from faculty and peers and the opportunity to make revisions. The student is expected to refer to course
readings and conduct their own research in completing the assignments. It is the responsibility of the student
to schedule meetings with faculty when additional support is needed. This contact can be made through email
at any time in the semester (though preferably not at the last minute before an assignment deadline).

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

The primary assignment for this course is the successful completion of a masters portfolio. The portfolio has
multiple components that will be submitted separately (as part of the forum assignment) prior to submission
of the full project. The rubric for the portfolio can be found in the appendix of this syllabus. The student
should refer to the rubric along with the assignment description as a guide for completing the portfolio. Each
course module will also include an assignment that requires participation in a forum. All assignments should
be submitted through blackboard and are due on the dates and times listed on Blackboard.
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Portfolio (85 points)

Part I: The role of theory in educational practice
In an essay of approximately 700 words, describe the role of theory in educational practice. In your discussion,
address the following concerns or questions:

a. Discuss John Dewey’s thesis on the relation of theory to practice in education.

b. Dewey explains that his focus is from the standpoint of educational psychology as it is impossible for
him to take on all of the philosophy and science of education (p. 258). Draw upon additional course
readings and literature you identify to extend your discussion of question 1 from at least one other
theoretical standpoint.

Part Il: Application of theory to practice
In an essay of approximately 700 words, address the following concerns or questions:
a. Inthe course of your masters program, how have you have applied theory in your own educational
practice?

b. Discuss your future career goals and how you will address issues of educational equity in literacy and
biliteracy teaching and learning in your role as a teacher, leader, or other position.

Your discussion for Part Il should refer to the key course assignments you include in part Ill of the portfolio.
You will summarize and paraphrase from your work as part of this discussion. (You should not plagarize your
own work as this is a unique essay separate from your prior assignments.) You should also draw upon course
readings and relevant scholarship in your area of interest.

Part Ill: Collection of key assignments from coursework.

Collect three key course assignments from your coursework that you reference in Part Il of your portfolio. The
key assignments to be included should be as follows:

a. Literature Review on Problem of Practice (RED 5300 Foundations of Literacy Education in Diverse
Contexts)

b. Case Study of Literacy Acquisition or Literacy Coaching Reflection (RED 5341 Assessment in Teaching of
Reading or RED 5350 Mentoring/Coaching Literacy Educators)

c. Key assignment of student’s choice.

Writing Requirements for Portfolio

You should follow guidelines from the American Psychological Association (APA) for manuscript structure,
writing style, and for crediting sources. The Purdue OWL is a free online source for APA guidelines:
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research _and citation/apa_style/apa formatting and style guide/general for
mat.html

Your final portfolio should include the following elements:
e Title Page
e Main Body (Part I, Il, lll of portfolio)

e Reference Page
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e Appendices (if relevant)

Forum Participation (15 points)

Each of the three course modules requires participation in a course online forum. The forums are designed to
support your development of your portfolio and will involve dialogue with your peers and instructor. Forum
guestions are posted on Blackboard.

COURSE CALENDAR
Assignment deadlines are available on BB
Module 1 Examining the Role of Theory in Assignments
Educational Practice
August 25 — September 29 Readings: Forum post 1
o J.Dewey (1904) Peer response 1

A. Ball & G. Ladson-Billings (2020)
L. Darling-Hammond (2020)

S. Nieto (2000)

A. Villegas & D. Davis (2008)

Module 2 Reflecting on your application of theory
to practice in literacy/biliteracy teaching
and learning
September 29 — November 10 Readings: Forum post 2

e Review your key assignments to Peer response 2
address the essay question for
part ll(a) of your portfolio

Module 3 Reflecting on how you will apply your
learning to your career goals as a literacy
leader
November 10 — December 8 Readings: Forum post 3
e J.S. Reichenberg (2020) Peer response 3

e M. Sailors & J.V. Hoffman (2018) Final Portfolio

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

The following journals may be of assistance to you with your practicum portfolio and can be found
electronically using the UTEP Library website:

Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy

The Reading Teacher

Language Arts

Action in Teacher Education

International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism

Bilingual Research Journal

Reading Research Quarterly Linguistics & Education



RED 5349-001 Bach
Literacy Education Practicum (Online) Fall 2025

UTEP LIBRARY RESOURCES

UTEP librarians are available to assist you in locating information and other sources for your research. The
education specialists are Harvey Castellano (hcastell@utep.edu) and Angela Lucero (ajmartinez5@utep.edu).
Do not hesitate to schedule an appointment with one of them.

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS

Course content is delivered via the Internet through the Blackboard learning management system. Ensure
your UTEP e-mail account is working and that you have access to the Web and a stable web browser. Google
Chrome and Mozilla Firefox are the best browsers for Blackboard; other browsers may cause complications.
When having technical difficulties, update your browser, clear your cache, or try switching to another browser.

You will need to have access to a computer/laptop. You will need to download or update the following
software: Microsoft Office and Adobe Acrobat Reader. Check that your computer hardware and software are
up-to-date and able to access all parts of the course.

If you do not have a word-processing software, you can download Word and other Microsoft Office programs
(including Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and more) for free via UTEP’s Microsoft Office Portal. Click the following
link for more information about Microsoft Office 365 and follow the instructions.

If you encounter technical difficulties beyond your scope of troubleshooting, please contact the UTEP Help
Desk as they are trained specifically in assisting with technological needs of students.

UTEP STUDENT SUCCESS RESOURCE HUB
UTEP provides a variety of student services and support. Visit
https://www.utep.edu/advising/student resources/student-success-resource-hub.html
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