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Foundations of Literacy Education in Diverse Contexts (Online)
Fall 2025

Instructor: Dr. Amy Bach

Email: ajpbach@utep.edu

Tel: 915-747-5791

Office: EDUC 610

Office hours: Online through Zoom (email instructor for appointment)
Course dates: August 25 to October 13

COURSE INFORMATION

Masters level: RED 5300 001: Foundations of Literacy CRN: 13389
3 credit hours

Online, asynchronous course

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course focuses on the study of literacy for K-12 educators, adult and youth educators, reading
teachers, and other literacy professionals. Students will learn about historical, social, cognitive, and
critical approaches to teaching literacy in schools and other educational spaces. Special emphasis is
placed on literacies of the U.S./Mexico border region and the literacy education of emergent bilingual
students. The course aligns with Standards | and IV of the Texas Reading Specialist certification
standards.

COURSE OVERVIEW

What is literacy? What does it mean to be literate? How is literacy acquired? What are the
consequences of literacy/illiteracy? What do literacy practices look like in diverse contexts? How can
literacy teaching be an inclusive and culturally sustaining practice?

In this course we will engage with these questions from a ‘social practice’ perspective that encompasses
sociocultural, sociolinguistic, and critical theories in literacy studies. In educational settings in the United
States (and more widely), literacy is traditionally defined as a set of cognitive processes and skills (e.g.,
encoding, decoding), and these psychological processes are situated within the individual’s cognitive
functions and abilities. Such individualistic definitions govern how curricula is designed, instruction is
structured, and assessment is based. This viewpoint is challenged by scholars in a movement that began
in the final two decades of the 20" century and has been coined as the ‘social turn’ in literacy studies.
Scholars from diverse disciplines (psychology, anthropology, history, linguistics, education) began to
instead study and define literacy in terms of social events or social practices where written texts are in
use. The 21%tcentury and the proliferation of digital media and other forms of communication has
further brought into contestation the question of what constitutes a written text. As well, the increasing
diversity of student populations in schools, including many emergent bilingual students, has led scholars
to call for more complex and nuanced understandings of literacy practices.

While you, as an educator, likely have informed responses to the introductory questions, examining
them from theoretical perspectives within literacy studies should deepen and sharpen your thinking in a
critical and productive manner. In this course, you, along with your classmates and instructor, will
consider theory alongside your professional and personal experiences as well as broader discourses
about literacy in the media and public. Your learning will be demonstrated in weekly discussion boards
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as well as a scholarly literature review, which examines how theory and research can inform a ‘problem
of practice’ you identify from your own teaching or that is highlighted in current media.

COURSE OBIJECTIVES
The course aligns with Standards | and IV of the Texas Reading Specialist (TRS) certification standards.
The standards that are covered in this course include:

e Understanding the theoretical foundations of literacy (Standard IV);
* Applying knowledge of the interrelated components of reading across the developmentalstages
of oral and written language (Standard I).

This course is also aligned with the aims of the UTEP Edge initiative, which include:
e Providing learning opportunities to develop students’ communication and critical thinking skills,
as well as engender sense of the social responsibility students undertake as educators of youth
and adults in the El Paso borderland region.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
Through participation in this course, students will:

(1) Understand literacy from a “social practice turn” perspective that includes historical, social,
cognitive, and critical aspects;

(2) Explore the idea of literacy as expansive practices (e.g., literacies) and how these practices are
substantiated in multimodal, multimedia, and other digital and expressive forms;

(3) Consider the functions, forms, values, and practices of literacy found in school, home,and
community contexts;

(4) Apply understandings of literacies as a social practice enacted within diverse contexts(e.g.,
learning outcomes 1-3) to think critically about literacy acquisition for emergent bilingual
students, culturally sustaining pedagogies, as well as current issues in educational practice,
public discourses, and policy.

(5) Demonstrate your learning (outcomes 1-4) in a literature review that discusses how a social
learning theory (that is covered in this course), along with research that applies this theory,
informs a specific ‘problem of practice’ related to equity in literacy teaching and learning for
diverse student populations.

COURSE MATERIALS
All readings and digital course materials are posted on Blackboard.

COURSE SCHEDULE: TOPICS, READINGS, & ASSIGNMENTS

Reading responses (RR) are due the end of the day, Thursday, and all other assignments are due the end
of the day, Sunday, the scheduled week. All readings can be found on BB under the weekly module. The
discussion boards will be closed at the deadline and will not be reopened without exception. The
literature review (final assignment) will not be accepted more than three days late. This is a brief,
intense course; don’t get behind!

Week 1 Course Overview — Social, Linguistic, and Critical Assignments
Perspectives in Literacy Studies
Aug 25-31 Weekly Readings: e Syllabus Quiz
e Vasquez, V. M., Janks, H., & Comber, B. e Personal Introduction
(2019). e RR1 (Reading Response 1)
e Online course activities
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Foundational readings for the course to skim and
revisit throughout the semester:

e Bloome, D., & Green, J. (2015).

e Gee, ). P.(2015).

Recommended Reading:

Figueroa, A. M., & Baquedano-Lépez, P. (2017).

e Peerresponses

Week 2 Literacy and Cognition in Social Contexts Assignments
Sept 1-7 Weekly Readings: e RR2
e Revisit Bloome and Gee reading from e Online course activities
Week 1 e Peerresponses
e Rogoff, B., Dahl, A., & Callanan, M. (2018).
e Heath, S.B. (1982).
e Moll, L.C.,, & Gonzalez, N. (1994).
Recommended Reading:
e Lee, C.D.(2001).
Week 3 Becoming Readers and Writers — “The Reading Assignments
Wars” (Part 1)
Sept 8-14 Weekly Readings: e RR3
e Mervosh, S. (2023, April 16). e Online course activities
e Adams, M.J. (2012). e Peerresponses
e Goodman,Y. (2001). e Media Watch Post
e Dyson, A.H. (2022).
Recommended Reading:
Lytel, S.L. (1991).
Week 4 Becoming Readers and Writers — Emergent Assignments
Bi/Multilingual Populations (Part 1)
Sept 15-21 Weekly Readings: e RR4
e Brooks, M.D. (2017). e Online course activities
e Noguerdn-Liu, S. (2020). e Peerresponses
e Gort, M. (2019). e Description of POP
e Souto-Manning, M. (2016).
Recommended Reading:
e Martinez, R.A., Durdn, L., & Hikida, M.
(2019)
Week 5 Culturally Sustaining Pedagogies and Indigenous Assignments
Literacies
Sept 22-28 Weekly Readings: e RR5
e Alim, H.S., & Paris, D. (2017). e Online course activities
e Dei, G.J.S. (2019). e Peerresponses
e McCarty, T., & Lee, T. (2014).
Week 6 Critical Literacy & Critical Topics Assignments

Sept 29-Oct 5

Weekly Readings:
e Revisit Vasquez et al. reading from Week 1

e RR6
e Online course activities
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e Hermann-Wilmarth, J.M., & Ryan, C.L.
(2015).

e Robinson, I. (n.d.).

e Morrel, E. & Duncan-Andrade, J.M. (2002).

Recommended Readings:
e Noddings, N. & Brooks, L. (2017). [Book is
available for check out at UTEP Library
Main Stacks]
e Morrell, J. & Morrell, E. (2023).

e Peerresponses

Week 7 Multimodal/Multiliteracies and “Out-of-School” Assignments
Literacies
Oct 6-12 Weekly Readings: e RR7
e Revisit Gee reading from Week 1 (notice e Online course activities
the discussion of literacies at the end of e Peerresponses
the article).
e Ek, L.D.(2019).
e Enciso, P. (2019).
e Choose one of the following based on your
grade level focus and interest:
o Wohlwend, K. (2023).
o Franco, J., Orellana, M.F., &
Franke, M.L. (2021).
o Jocson, K.M. (2013).
Week 8 Writing your Literature Review Assignments
Oct. 13 e Literature review

GRADING SUMMARIES

Assignment Points
Syllabus Quiz 2
Personal Introduction 2
Reading response (see rubric) 35
Peer responses (see rubric) 14
Media watch 2
Description of POP and Theory 5
Literature Review on Problem of Practice (see rubric) 40
Total points 100
A =90-100

B =80-89

C=70-79

D = 60-69

F =59 and below
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UTEP WRITING CENTER

Writing consultants at the UTEP writing center are available for online sessions to assist you with
any writing need at any stage of the writing process. Writing is challenging and it is helpful for
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even seasoned writers to have others read their work and provide input. Take advantage of this
resource at your university.

UTEP LIBRARY RESOURCES

UTEP librarians are available to assist you in locating information and other sources for your
research. The education specialists are Harvey Castellano (hcastell@utep.edu) and Angela
Lucero (ajmartinez5@utep.edu). Do not hesitate to schedule an appointment with one of them.

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS

Course content is delivered via the Internet through the Blackboard learning management
system. Ensure your UTEP e-mail account is working and that you have access to the Web and a
stable web browser. Google Chrome and Mozilla Firefox are the best browsers for Blackboard;
other browsers may cause complications. When having technical difficulties, update your
browser, clear your cache, or try switching to another browser.

You will need to have access to a computer/laptop. You will need to download or update the
following software: Microsoft Office and Adobe Acrobat Reader. Check that your computer
hardware and software are up-to-date and able to access all parts of the course.

If you do not have a word-processing software, you can download Word and other Microsoft
Office programs (including Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and more) for free via UTEP’s Microsoft
Office Portal. Click the following link for more information about Microsoft Office 365 and
follow the instructions.

If you encounter technical difficulties beyond your scope of troubleshooting, please contact the
UTEP Help Desk as they are trained specifically in assisting with technological needs of students.

UTEP STUDENT SUCCESS RESOURCE HUB

UTEP provides a variety of student services and support. Visit
https://www.utep.edu/advising/student_resources/student-success-resource-hub.html.


mailto:hcastell@utep.edu
mailto:ajmartinez5@utep.edu
https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/servicecatalog/software_pages/soft_microsoftoffice365.html
https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/
http://www.utep.edu/advising/student_resources/student-success-resource-hub.html
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