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Drug Use, Abuse, Trafficking 
Anth 3312/13355/Soci 3312/13269 

FALL 2025 
 
Instructor: Angélica G. Villagrana-Casillas 
Email: agvillagranaca@miners.utep.edu 
Office hours TBA (or by appointment)  
Old Main 314 
 
Course description: Drug use, abuse, and trafficking remain among the most complex and 
controversial issues of our time. With the so-called “drug war” widely seen as a failure, and 
rising rates of overdoses and opioid addiction causing more deaths across the United States, 
there is no clear way forward. All of this occurs while conflicts in Mexico continue over 
control of the lucrative drug trade to the north. Starting in earnest in 2006, this conflict has 
resulted in over 250,000 deaths in Mexico alone, sparking intense debates about drug 
legalization, amnesty, U.S. interference, corruption, and violence. This class will explore 
drug use broadly as a significant aspect of our culture, history, and politics, with an 
emphasis on how our policies—such as criminalizing possession, sale, and use—affect 
society as a whole. Students will be expected to stay informed on current events and follow 
key issues throughout the semester. The primary focus of this course is Mexico, partly 
because it involves one of the longest ongoing conflicts in the world, and partly due to its 
connection with the United States, El Paso, and the border. 
 
 Goals:  

• You will examine the historical factors that have contributed to the current violence.  
• You will evaluate various interpretations of the causes of this conflict and the 

different proposed solutions from policymakers, politicians, academics, and 
journalists.  

• You will be able to identify key figures such as Mexican politicians and cartel 
leaders, as well as organizations—including cartels and government agencies—the 
events, and regional traits associated with drug violence in Mexico.  

• You will discuss recent pop-culture trends—movies, TV, and music—and how they 
influence public perceptions and reactions to drug violence.  

 
Requirements:  

• Reading is mandatory, and an online quiz or group exercise as proof of your reading 
will constitute a significant part of your grade. 

• This course focuses heavily on reading and writing, aiming to challenge your 
existing ideas and understanding.  

• I may also request visual materials that require a subscription or rental. 
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• The course content may include adult themes. This serves as a general warning for 
anyone concerned about exposure to images, stories, and videos depicting violence. 
Students are expected to be respectful and mature when discussing this sensitive 
material. If anyone feels uncomfortable at any time, please contact me immediately. 
• All assignments may be written in Spanish or English  

 
Required Readings:  
I will upload all readings on Blackboard in PDF format, or you will need to download them 
from Google Scholar or the UTEP library.  
 
Course Communication:  

• Do not hesitate to get in touch with me with questions via UTEP email from your 
@miners.utep.edu account. I aim to reply within one business day, but responses 
may be delayed over the weekend. 

• Review this document thoroughly before reaching out, as your questions may 
already be addressed. 

• I communicate with the class via email and Blackboard announcements. Check your 
UTEP email and Blackboard regularly. 

• Assignment due dates are in the course organizer and Blackboard calendar. I will 
not send reminders for coursework due dates. 

 
Course Structure  

• This is a 100% online course.  
• All deadlines are set for 11:59 pm Mountain Time, which is the local time in El 

Paso, Texas. Submissions received after this deadline will not be graded.  
• I will update and post grades for all assignments promptly after they close. 
• Being organized and attentive to the due dates in the course organizer is essential.  
• Make-up work and extensions of deadlines are not allowed.   
• Plan your schedule accordingly!  

 
Online “netiquette”: Respect and courtesy should always be shown to peers and the 
instructor. Harassment or inappropriate posts are strictly prohibited. When commenting on 
posts, focus on the ideas rather than the individual. Share only what you'd feel comfortable 
saying in a face-to-face classroom. Remember, Blackboard is not a public website; all posts 
are private and meant for classmates and the instructor. Do not copy and publish documents 
on public websites or blogs without permission. If you want to do so, you must first seek 
permission from the author(s), as part of your ethical responsibilities.  
 
Blackboard: As a requirement of this class, you must regularly check your Blackboard for 
this class. This is where I will send all class announcements, post any readings, and send 
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personal messages to students. The syllabus and any supplementary course materials will 
be posted here, along with your grades after each quiz and assignment. 
 
Drop Policy: If a student chooses to drop the course, it is their responsibility to withdraw 
from it officially. Failure to do so will result in a grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Academic Integrity: This course is based on the principle of academic integrity. Students 
must be responsible for their conduct and know UTEP’s policies. Any academic dishonesty, 
including cheating, plagiarism (even involving AI), and collusion, is strictly prohibited and 
breaches the UTEP Handbook of Operating Procedures. Cheating includes copying or 
sharing information and having unauthorized materials during exams. Plagiarism involves 
misrepresenting others' words or ideas as your own. Collusion means working with 
someone to commit dishonest acts. Any dishonesty attempts are unacceptable, will be 
reported, and could result in failing, suspension, or expulsion from UTEP. For details, visit 
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/standards/. 
 
 Accommodation:  Students with disabilities affecting their potential should contact their 
instructors early to arrange necessary accommodations, fostering full participation and a 
better educational experience. If you need online accommodations, contact The Center for 
Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148, email cass@utep.edu, or visit 
their office in UTEP Union East, Room 106. More details are available on the CASS 
website at www.sa.utep.edu/cass. This should be done within the first week of classes. 
 
Grading: Your final course grade will be based on a point scale that currently sums up to 
816 points. A=90-100%, B=80-89%, C=70-79%, D=60-69%, F=0-59%.  *Note* There 
might be more possible points available in the class.  
 
This asynchronous course is structured into 16 weekly modules, each featuring readings, a 
quiz, occasional visual materials or PowerPoint slides, and a discussion post.  
 
  1) Reading Quizzes (14) x 9: 126 points: Quizzes will open every Friday, and they 
will be available until midnight. 
 

 2) Discussions (14) x 10: 140 points: Every week, you must participate in a 
discussion session within your assigned group on Blackboard. Your contribution can focus 
on the PowerPoint presentations, visual activities, readings, or discussing the specific 
theme proposed by the instructor. You are also encouraged to respond to or build on your 
classmates' comments. Each contribution should be at least 50 words. You must comment 
at least twice each week to receive full credit. The use of AI to help with discussion posts 
is strictly prohibited. The deadline is every Sunday at midnight, but I do not expect 
everyone to post on the last day; the idea is to keep the discussion going throughout the 
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week.  
 

3) Portfolios (3) x 50: 150 points. Throughout the semester, you will track events 
related to drug trafficking, which will involve continuous searches for academic articles. 
You will submit three portfolio assignments, each including links and citations for your 
news article and a brief 1-2 page summary explaining the issues. These events will form the 
basis for your final analysis paper. The final essay will be submitted gradually with these 
portfolios. Instructions and deadlines will be updated in Blackboard.  

 
4) Midterm (100 points): This test will assess your understanding of the who, 

what, and where of drug violence and how it has developed over time. It will also evaluate 
your knowledge of the concepts discussed in class. Week 8, specific day to be announced.  

 
5) Draft- Peer Review (50 points) You will collaborate in pairs to review and 

provide feedback on each other’s draft final essays. Instructions and deadlines will be 
updated in Blackboard. Week 13, specific day to be announced.  

  
 6) Final essay (100 points) You will contextualize the issues in your portfolio by 

linking them to broader themes discussed in class. Consider, for example, how we might 
interpret the arrest of the governor or former general in Mexico using insights from other 
research on corruption. Your paper should be ten to fifteen pages long, double-spaced, 
using 12-point Times New Roman font with standard margins, and must include academic 
references. Deadline: week 15, specific day to be announced. 
 

 7) Final Exam (150 points): The final exam will cover all the readings and 
material we discussed in class. It will include randomly chosen questions. You will have 90 
minutes to complete it. Week 16, specific day to be announced. 

 
Course Organizer - Tentative Schedule: 

WEEK ONE: 25 August – 31 August  MODULE 1 
WEEK TWO: 01 September – 07 
September 

MODULES 1 and 2 

WEEK THREE: 08 September – 14 
September 

MODULE 2 

WEEK FOUR: 15 September – 21 
September 

MODULE 2 
• Portfolio 1 

WEEK FIVE: 22 September – 28 
September  

MODULE 2  

WEEK SIX: 29 September – 05 October  MODULE 3 
WEEK SEVEN: 06 October – 12 October MODULE 3 
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• Portfolio 2 
WEEK EIGHT: 13 October – 19 October  MODULE 3 

• Midterm 
WEEK NINE: 20 October – 26 October  MODULE 4 
WEEK TEN: 27 October – 02 November  MODULE 4 
WEEK ELEVEN: 03 November – 09 
November  

MODULE 5 
• Portfolio 3 

WEEK TWELVE: 10 November – 16 
November 

MODULE 5 

WEEK THIRTEEN: 17 November – 23 
November  

MODULE 5 
• Draft Final Essay- Peer Review 

WEEK FOURTEEN: 24 November – 30 
November  

MODULE 5 
• Thanksgiving Holiday 

WEEK FIFTEEN: 01 December – 07 
December 

MODULE 6 
• Final Essay 

 WEEK SIXTEEN: 08 December – 14 
December 

No readings assigned 
• Final Exam 

 


