THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE & SECURITY STUDIES
INSS 1302 (11733) Geography & Security
Fall 2025

Instructor: Dr. Gregory Moore

Office Hours: As an adjunct faculty, teaching remotely, I do not keep regular office
hours. Office hours therefore will be by appointment only (Phone, Teams or Zoom)
Please email me to schedule an appointment. As I live in Ohio, there may be a time
difference. Please keep that in mind. My contact information is as follows:

E-mail: agmoore@utep.edu
Phone: 330-714-3180.

Course Description:

This undergraduate survey course examines why geographic knowledge is critical to
U.S. and international security. The course analyzes a wide variety of geographic issues
including demography and climate change. The geographic manifestations of terrorism
are examined. The geographic importance of China, Russia, and Africa in the
contemporary security environment is also discussed in detail.

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES:

At the conclusion of this course should be able to:
e Identify major geographic regions and their political boundaries
e Express familiarity with various forms of geographic knowledge and explain the
underlying security threats they can pose
e Identify and discuss the historical and geographic causes of specific geographic
“hot spots” around the globe
e Evaluate and discuss the geographic components of modern security issues



REQUIRED READING:

De Blij, Harm. Why Geography Matters More than Ever. This book is available through
the UTEP bookstore, or as an eBook from Amazon or Barnes & Noble.

Course Syllabus (Document posted to the course) Students are expected to be familiar
with the course requirements as presented in the syllabus.

Tips for Creating a Good Discussion Board. (Document posted to the course)

Additional readings and/or videos will be posted in the learning modules.
Chapter reading assignments and additional readings, along with the
textbook, will provide the basis for discussion and mini simulation forum
participation and written assighments. Note that some of these readings are
required, while others are supplemental. In addition, a link to the CIA World
Factbook has been uploaded for reference purposes.

RECOMMENDED BUT NOT REQUIRED READING:

Brands, Hal. 7he Eurasian Century: Hot Wars, Cold Wars and the Making of the Modern
World.

Kaplan, Roberrt D. Waste Land. A World in Permanent Crisis.

Marshall, Tim. 7he Power of Geography: Ten Maps That Reveal the Future of Our
World.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
Successful completion of INSS 1302 requires the following:

1. Regular participation in the weekly discussion and mini-simulation forums.
2. Timely completion of the weekly written assignments.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:

If a student is suspected of plagiarism, the instructor will follow the University’s policy
regarding student dishonesty, which may result in a grade of zero and referral of the
student to the Office of Student Conduct.

Academic dishonesty or cheating is simply unethical and not acceptable under any
circumstances. Plagiarism is a form of cheating that involves stealing the words and
thoughts of others. It is a very serious academic violation and cannot be tolerated. The
most common form of plagiarism is using information or original wording in a paper or
other assignment without giving credit to the source of that information or wording.



Plagiarism also includes the direct copying of a source verbatim (word for word) and
incorporating that copied material into your paper or assignment without first
paraphrasing with proper referencing or placing the copied text into a direct quotation,
again without appropriate footnotes or citations. Students must use their own words
when not using direct quotes.

Direct quotes should be used sparingly and only when appropriate to provide examples,
evidence, or illustrate specific points. Students cannot simply cut and paste
wording or text from source material to artificially construct their papers,
essays, and other assignments. This practice is also considered plagiarism,
even if references are done properly.

Likewise, students must not submit work under their name that they did not do
themselves. Students also may not submit work for this course that they
produced for another course. If students are found to be cheating in any capacity
including plagiarism and collusion, they will be subject to disciplinary action, per UTEP
catalog policy. Cases of academic dishonesty will be sent to the Office of Student
Conduct and Conflict Resolution for adjudication and possible sanctions. Possible
penalties for academic dishonesty include a zero for the assignment, a failing grade for
the course, suspension, and even expulsion from the university.

Students are responsible for understanding their specific obligations to maintain academic
integrity at all times. Please refer to the following link for further information on UTEP’s
policies on plagiarism and academic dishonesty: http://sa.utep.edu/osccr/academic-

integrity/.
THE USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI)

Use of Al technologies or automated tools, particularly generative Al such as ChatGPT
or DALL-E, is not allowed for assignments in this class. Each student is expected to
use critical and creative thinking skills to complete tasks and not rely on computer
generated ideas. Any direct use of Al-generated materials submitted as your own work
will be treated as plagiarism and reported to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict
Resolution (OSCCR).

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:

I will make any reasonable accommodations for students with limitations due to
disabilities, including learning disabilities. Please contact me personally in the first week
of class, to discuss any special needs you might have. If you have a documented
disability and require specific accommodations, you will need to contact the Center for
Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) in the East Union Bldg., Room 106 within
the first two weeks of classes. The CASS Office can also be reached in the following
ways:


http://sa.utep.edu/osccr/academic-integrity/
http://sa.utep.edu/osccr/academic-integrity/

Website: http://sa.utep.edu/cass/
Phone: (915) 747-5148 voice or TTY
Fax: (915) -747-8712 E-Mail: cass@utep.edu

TECHNOLOGICAL PROBLEMS/QUESTIONS:

For all technological, hardware, software problems, lost files, and/or questions with
Blackboard, as well as difficulties you are having during an exam, contact Technology
Support Help Desk 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Tech supportis set up to specifically
address technical questions and problems about Blackboard. If you have question on
how to operate in the Blackboard Ultra Learning System, please check out
the resources available at the student resources site:

(https://www.utep.edu/extendeduniversity/cid/student-resources/)

Professors are not technical supportstaff. For technical problems refer to
technology support.

Phone: 915.747.4357 or toll free: 1-877-382-0491
Website: https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/
In-Person - UTEP Library, Room 300

Please refer regularly to Blackboard for links, documents, announcements,
and calendar changes. You are responsible for staying up to date on all class
information that is posted on Blackboard.

CHECK YOUR TECHNOLOGY

e To complete this course, you must have a computer with a reliable internet
connection. Mobile devices are not reliable to access exams and use the
discussion board.

o Blackboard Ultra Learning Management System. This entire course is run
through UTEP’s Blackboard Ultra system, so students must activate and use
their Blackboard Ultra accounts regularly. Always login using your UTEP name
and password, and never as a“guest” (the guest option will kick you out after
15-20 minutes). All students are responsible for regularly logging in and
checking for posted announcements, submitting assignments, participatingin
discussion boards, through Blackboard Ultra Contact UTEP tech support for any
questions or concerns regarding navigating in BB or learning how to do
something in Blackboard Ultra.

o Browser Information (See the left side of the menu on the main Blackboard
Ultra page for hardware, software, and browser checks) Firefox seems to
consistently work the best, but other supported Browsers include Chrome,
Safari, and Internet Explorer. Be sure to “Allow pop-ups” for Blackboard Clear


http://sa.utep.edu/cass/
mailto:cass@utep.edu
https://www.utep.edu/extendeduniversity/cid/student-resources/
https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/

your browser cache.

o All word documents should be saved with a “"docx” extension identifying it as a
Microsoft Word file or compatible with MS Word, Windows Media Player, Quick
Time, Adobe Reader, Adobe Flash Player.

UTEP Drop Course Policy:

If unforeseen circumstances happen where a drop is necessary, students are
responsible for initiating any course drop. It is the student’s responsibility to
determine how dropping courses may affect financial aid. Students are limited
to dropping no more than 6 courses over their entire academic career,
including all courses taken at any public college or university in Texas.

A. Students who drop a course before the “official census date,” the course will not
appear on the transcript, and doesn’t count toward the 6-course drop limit.

B. Dropping a course after the official census date, but before the “course drop
date” will generate a "W” in the course—although the drop shows on your
transcript, a “W"” does not lower your GPA. However, a “W” counts against your
6-drop limit.

C. Ifthe course is dropped after the “course drop date” or if the student just stops
participating, taking tests, etc., UTEP requires the instructor to issue an “F” in
the course that permanently remains on the transcript.

D. UTEPalsoallows instructors to administratively drop any student because of too
many times the student fails to submit assignments, discussion questions, or
because of disciplinary reasons. In this case, the student will be notified of the
course drop through their UTEP student email account. A“*W” or an “F” will be
issued. AW’ for these reasons counts against the 6-drop limit.

Grade Allocation:

Discussion Forums 50 points 250 points
Mini Simulations 100 points 200 points
Written Assignments 50 points 350 points
Total Points 800 points




Course Calendar:

Week of Assignments Due Date

August 25 Why Geography Matters August 31
Discussion Forum
Written Assignment

September 1 Geography and Demography September 7
Discussion Forum
Written Assignment

September 8 Geography and Climate Change September 14
Mini Simulation
Written Assignment

September 15 | Geography, War and Terrorism September 21
Discussion Forum
Written Assignment

September 22 | The Red Star Has Risen: China’s September 28
Geopolitical Gauntlet
Discussion Forum
Written Assignment

September 29 | Europe — Potential Superpower; October 5
Russia, Trouble on the Eastern
Front?

Discussion Forum
Written Assignment

October 6 Africa in a Globalizing World October 12
Mini Simulation
Written Assignment

Assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. in the student’s time zone.

Please direct any questions you may have to the instructor. Contact information is
above.



